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THE 

PREFACE. 

At  length  comes  into  the  world,  the  FirftVo^ 
lume  of  the  Hifiory  of^  the  Rebellion,  and  Cwil 
Wars  in  England,  begun  in  the  Year\t4\,  with 
the  precedent  pqffages  and  a&iom  that  contfi-' 
huted  thereunto,  and  the  happy  End  and  Con^ 
clujton  thereof,  by  the  Kings  blejfed  Re/lora-- 
turn,  and  Return,  upon  the  20th  of  May  in 
the  Year  l660  ;  written  by  Edward  Earl  of 
Clarendon,  once  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  Eng- 
land, and  Chancellor  of  the  famous  Univer- 
fity  of  Oxford,  The  firft  of  thefe  great  digni- 
ties JSing  Charles  the  Second  had  conferred 
on  him,  whilft  he  was  yet  in  banifhment  With, 
him;  which  he  held,  after  the  Reftoration,  above 
(even  years,  with  the  univerlal  approbation  of 
the  whole  kingdom,  and  the  general  applaufe  of 
all  good  men,  for  his  juftice,  integrity,  found 
judgment,  and  eminent  fufficiency  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  that  office ;  a  praife,  which  none  of 
his  enemies  ever  denied  him,  in  any  time.  The 
other  he  received  from  the  choice  of  the  Uni- 
verfity,  who,  upon  the  vacancy  of  that  place,  by 
the  death  of  the  Marquis  of  Hertford,  then  Duke 
of  Somerfet,  judged  they  could  not  better  mani- 
voL.  I.  b  feft 
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fell  their  fteadinefs  in  the  caufe  for  which  they 
had  fufFered,  and  their  refolutions  of  adhering 
to  their  old  principles,  in  fupport  of  the  Church 
of  England,  and  the  ancient  monarchical  go- 
vernment of  this  kingdom,  than  in  chooiing  to 
place  the  proteAion  of  their  intereft  in  both 
under  the  care  of  one;  who  had  fo  early  diftin- 
guilhed  himfelf,  even  from  the  firft  approaches 
of  the  civil  war,  in  afferting  and  maintaining 
the  diftrefied  rights  of  the  Church  and  Crown.  . 

This  Hiftory  was  firft  begun  by  the  exprefs 
command  of  King  Charles  the  Firft,  who,  hav- 
ing a  delire  that  an  account  of  the  calamities, 
God  was  pleafed  to  infliA  on  the  unhappy  part 
of  his  reign,  ihould  be  reported  to  pofterity  by 
fome  worthy,  honeft,  and  knowing  man,  thought 
he  could  not  appoint  any  one  more  adorned 
with  fuch  qualifications,  than  this  Author. 

It  is  a  difficult  province  to  write  the  hiftory 
of  the  civil  wars  of  a  great  and  powerful  na- 
tion, where  the  King  was  engaged  with  one 
part  of  his  fubjeAs  againft  the  other,  and  both 
fides  were  fufliciently  inflamed  :  and  the  neceffi- 
ty  of  fpcaking  the  truth  of  feveral  great  men, 
that  were  engaged  in  the  quarrel  on  either  fide^ 
who  may  ftill  have  very  confiderable  relations, 
defcended  from  them,  now  alive,  makes  the  talk 
invidious,  as  well  as  difficult. 

We  are  not  ignorant  that  there  are  accounts, 
contained  in  this  following  Hiftory,  of  fome 
eminent  perfons  in  thofe  times,  that  do  not 

agree 
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agree  with  the  relations  we  have  met  with  of 
the  fiime  perfons,  publiihed  in  other  authors. 
But,  befides  that  they  who  put  forth  this  Hif- 
tory  dare  not  take  upon  them  to  make  any  al- 
terations in  a  work  of  this  kind^  folemnly  left 
with  them  to  be  publilhed,  whenever  it  fliould 
be  publifhed,  as  it  was  delivered  to  them  ;  they 
cannot  but  think  the  world  will  generally  be  of 
opinion,  that  others  may  as  likely  have  been 
miflaken  in  the  grounds  and  informations  they 
have  gone  upon,  as  our  Author;  who  will  be 
efteemed  to  have  had  opportunities,  equal  at 
leaft  with  any  others,  of  knowing  the  truth; 
and,  by  the  candour  and  impartiality  of  what  he 
relates,  may  be  believed  liot  to  have  made  any 
wilful  miflakes. 

However,  all  things  of  this  nature  muft  bo 
fubmitted,  as  this  is,  with  great  deference  to  the 
judgment  of  the  equal  reader;  who  will  meet, 
in  his  progrefs  through  this  work,  with  many 
paflages,  that,  he  will  judge,  may  difoblige  the 
pofterity  of  ^ven  well  meaning  men  in  thofe 
days ;  much  more  then  of  fucK  as  were  crafty, 
cunning,  and  wicked  enough  to  defign  the  mif* 
chirfs  that  enfued  :  but  he  IhaD  meet  with  none 
x)f  malice,  nor  any  but  fuch  as  the  Author,  upon 
his  beft  information,  took  to  be  impartially  true. 
He  could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  rules  of  a  good 
hiAorian,  (tvhich,  Cicero  fays,  are  Jiich  foundur 
thns,  that  they  are  hnmvn  to  every  body),  That 
he  jhould  fiot  dare  to  /peak  any  falfehood  ;  and 

b  2  Jhould 
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Jhould  dare  to  fpeak  any  truth.  And  we  doubt 
not,  but  througk  the  whole  progrels  of  this 
Hiftory  he  will  bfe  found  to  have  given  no  occa- 
fion  of  lufpefting  \iAS  vmXm^  guilty  of  partial 
fammry  w  unjufi  enmity  ;  and  we  hope,  that  the 
reprefenting  the  truth,  without  any  mixture  of 
private"paffion  or  animolity,  will  be  fo  far  from 
giving  offence  to  any  ingenuous  man  of  this 
time,  that  it  will  be  received  rather  as  an  in- 
ftruftion  to  the  prefent  age,  than  a  reproach 
upon  the  lafl. 

Moreover,  the  tendernefs  that  might  feem 
due,  out  of  charity,  good  manners,  and  good  na- 
ture, to  our  countrymen,  our  neighbours,  or  our 
relations,  hath  been  indulged  a  long  fpace  6f 
time ;  and  might  poflibly  be  abufed,  if  it  ihould 
not  give  way,  at  laft,  to  the  ufefulnefs  of  making 
this  work  public,  in  an  age,  when  fo  many  me- 
moirs, narratives,  and  pieces  of  hiftory  come  out„ 
as  it  were  on  purpofe  to  juftify  the  taking  up 
arms  againft  that  King,  and  to  blacken,  revile, 
and  ridicule  the  {acred  Majefty  of  an  anointed 
head  in  diftrefs ;  and  when  fo  much  of  the  fenie 
of  religion  to  God,  and  of  allegiance  and  duty  to 
the  Crown,  is  fo  defaced,  that  it  is^already,  within 
little  more  thap  fifty  years  fince  the  murder  com- 
mitted on  that  pious  Prince,  by  fome  men  made 
a  myilery  to  judge,  on  whofe  fide  was  the  right, 
and  on  which  the  Rebellion  is  to  be  charged. 

We  hope  therefore  it  will  be  judged  neceflarj 
as  weU  as  uieful>  that  an  impartial  accoimt  of 

the 


THE  PREFACE.  Vn 

the  moft  material  pailages  of  thofe  unhappy 
times  Ihould  at  laft  come  out ;  and  that  we  fhall 
have  the  general  approbation^  for  haying  con- 
tributed thus  far  to  awaken  men  to  that  honefty, 
juftice,  loyalty,  and  piety,  which  formerly  Eng- 
lifhmen  have  been  valuable  for^  and  without 
which  it  is  impolfible  any  government,  difcipline, 
or  authority  can  be  long  maintained. 

There  is  no  doubt,  but  this  good  King  had 
fome  infirmities  and  imperfedlions ;  and  might 
thereby  be  milled  into  fome  miilakes  in  govern- 
ment, which  the  nation,  in  Farhament  rcpre- 
(ented,  might  have  reformed  by  moderate  and 
peaceful  counfels.  But  the  reformation  loft  its 
name,  and  its  nature  too,  when  fo  many  a6U 
pafled  by  him  in  Parliament,  that  did  reftrain  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown  from  doing  the  mif- 
chiefs  it  had  been  taxed  with,  had  not  the  effect 
they  ought  to  have  met  with,  of  i^eftraining  the 
people  too  from  farther  demands ;  ajid  when  the 
inordinate  am1]|ition,  anger,  and  revenge  of  fome 
of  the  great  leaders  could  not  be  limited  i)vithin 
any  bounds;  till  they  had  involved  the  nation  in 
blood,  deftroyed  many  thoufands  of  their  own 
countrymen  and  feUow  citizens,  and  brought  at 
laft  their  own  Sovereign  to  lofe  his  head  on  a 
fcaftbld,  under  a  pretended  form  of  an  High 
Court  of  Juftice,  unprecedented  from  the  begin** 
ning  of  the  world ;  and,  to  finiih  their  work, 
had  overthrown  all  the  laws  of  their  own  coun- 
try^ in  the  defence  of  which,  they  would  have 

b3  had 
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had  it  thought,  they  had  been  obliged  to  draw 
their  fwords.  •.  ' 

Without  queftion,  every  body  that  mall  duly 
confider  the  whole  account  of  thefe  tranfacftions, 
will  be  able  to  impute  miftakes,  mifcarriages,  and 
faults  enough  to  both  fides :  and  we  fliall  leave 
them  to  their  own  fedate  and  compofed  reflec- 
tions. But  we  cannot  omit  making  this  one 
obfervation,  that  where  any  king  by  ill  judg- 
ment, or  ill  fortune,  of  his  own,  or  thofe  en- 
:trufted  by  him  in  the  diief  adminiftration  of  his 
government,  happens  to  fall  into  an  intereft  con- 
trary to  that  of  his  people,  and  wilL  purfue  that 
miftake,  that  prince  mull  havfc  terrible  conflifts 
in  the  courfe  of  his  reign,  which  way  foever  the 
controveriy  ends.  On  the  other  hand,  that  peo- 
ple, who,  though  invaded  and  oppreiTed  in  their 
jufl:  rights  and  liberties,  ihall  not  reft  iatisfied 
with  reafonable  reparations  and  fecurities,  but, 
having  got  power  into  their  hands,  will  make 
unjuftifiable  ufe  of  it,  to  the  uttQr  fubverfion  of 
that  government  they  are  bound  in  duty  and 
allegiance  to  luppbrt,  do  but  at  laft  make  rods 
for  their  own  backs,  and  very  often  bring  upon 
themfelves,  from  other  hands,  a  more  fevere 
bondage  than  that  they  had  Ihook  off. 

To  demonftrate  this  general  obfervation,  let  it 
he  confidefed  in  particular,  what  was  the  ad- 
.vantage  this  poor  nation  gained .  from  all  the 
viAories  obtained  over  King  Charles  in  the  field, 
and,  afterwards,  in  the  imprifoning,  and  profe- 

cuting 
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cutJDg  him  to  death  :  what  amends  did  it  make 
for  the  infringement  and  prejudice,  they  com- 
plained of,. in  their  rights  and  liberties,  to  fet  np 
the  Protedor  Cromwell,  who,  under  a  thouland 
artifices  and  cruelties,  intended  no  other  re- 
formation, but,  inftead  of  whips,  to  chaftife  the 
poor  people  with  fcoi'pions;  and,  inftead  of  their 
idol  Commonwealth,  which  fome  had  vainly 
imagined  to  themfelves,  to  make  himfelf  that 
very  hated  thing,  a  King,  which  had  been  fq 
abominable  in  his  own  fight  ?  And  after  him, 
what  did  all  the  other  feveral  forts  of  govern- 
ment, iet  up  .fometimes  to  gratify  the  ambition 
of  one  party,  and  fometimes  of  another,  end  in, 
but  fo  many  feveral  ways  of  oppreffion  ;  which, 
after  many  years  fpent  in  exhaufting  the  blood 
and  trcafure  of  their  country,  at  length  made  way 
for  the  happy  reftoration  of  the  fon  and  family 
of  that  Kihg,  (whom  they  had  fo  barbarouily 
brought  to  an  untimely  end),  with  the  utmoft 
fcorn  and  derifion  of  all  that  h^d  pretended  to 
rule  in  his  ftead  ? 

Here  we  might  defcend  into  particulars,  to 
make  out  the  other  part  of  our  obfervation,  by 
giving  inftances,  how  fome  of  our  own  Kings 
have,  unhappily,  been  led  into  very  dangerous 
mifiakes  in  their  government ;  and  how  many 
years  have  pafled  almoft  in  one  perpetual  ftrife, 
and  unfortunate  contention  between  the  Prince 
and  the  people,  in  points  of  the  higheft  confe- 
^uence;  and  efpecially  thofe,  which  have  brought 

b  4  the 
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tht  Frixice>  fometimes^  under  tbe  diiad?antageoii8 
fufpicion  of  being  inclined  to  the  love  of  arbi'- 
trarj  power^  and  favouring  the  Popifh  religion ; 
than  which  the   moii:  mortal  enemies  to  the 
Crown  of  England  camiot  poiiibly  contrive,  ch: 
wiifa^  more  miferable  drcumfiances  for  it  to  be 
involved  in«    But  we  are  rdther  deiiroua  to  draw 
a  veil  over  all  the  calamities,  that  have  pro- 
ceeded from  this  caufe ;  as  well  becauie  the  im-* 
preffions   thofe    miftakes  have  made,  and  the 
xoarks  they  have  left  behind  them,  will  not  -eafiljr 
be  worn  out ;  as  that  it  might  look  like  infulting 
over  their  misfortunes,  who  have  been  the  chief 
lofers  by  them  ;   which  we  have  in  no  kind 
the   inclination   or   the   heart  to  do:    neither 
would  we  be  thought  to  give  countenance,  by 
what  we  write,  to  the  opinions  of  thoie,  who 
would  juflify  the  riiing  up  in  arms  of  fubjeAs,  to 
do  themfelves  right  in  any  controveriy  between 
them  and  their  King. 

Nofl  haec  in  foedcra 

.  The  nature  of  our  excellent  government  hath 
provided,  in  the  conilitution  of  it,  other  reme- 
dies, in  a  Parliamentary  way ;  wherein  both  the 
prero^tive  of  the  Crown  and  the  rights  of  the 
people  may  be  better  fecured :  and  befides,  we 
know  to  whom  vengeance  peculiarly  belongs, 
and  that  he  who  challenges  that  power  to  him* 
"^If  will  not  fnSScr  it  to  be  communiotted  to  any 
bther. 

But 
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fiiit'we  fliould  think  onrlclTCs  rery  fortunate/ 
if/ in  the  Fefle(9ions  we  hare  been  making  on 
this  iubjedfc,  we  have  reprefented  the  truth,  on 
both  lides,  with  that  faimeis  and  impartiality,  in 
,  the  perplexed  Condition  of  our  own  afiaifs,  that 
all  Prtnces  may  fee  and  judge,  that  it  can  never 
turn  to  their  advantage,  to  be  in  an  intereft  con- 
trary to  that  of  their  people,  nor  to  give  their 
iUbjeds  uAreafonable  provocations.  For  (as  in 
otiier  cafes,  where  the  laws  both  of  God  and 
man  are  too  often  broken,  though  very  firift  and 
pofitive,  £b  in  this  point  too)  the  people  may 
not  aivrays  be  retrained  from  attempting  by 
foKC  to  do  them&lves  rights  though  they  ought 
not. 

And  we  hope  no  lefs,  that  the  people  will  be 
eesvinced,  that  it  were  wiicr  and  better  for 
them  to  obtain  the  redrefs  of  their  grievancea 
by  inch  ways,  as  the  ancient  laws  of  this  king« 
dom  have  provided  :  and  that  the  conftitution  of 
King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  is  the  happieft  com* 
pofition  of  government  in  the  world ;  and  fo 
fuited  to  the  nature  of  Engliihmen  generally, 
.  that  though  it  be  expelled  for  a  time,  yet  it  will 
return.  ^ 

We  would  therefore  heartily  wilh  both  for 
Prince  and  people,  if  either  of  them  ihould  be 
guilty  of  any  irr^ular  deviations  from  their  own 
channels,  that  they  who  are  injured  Vvould  con- 
tent themfelves  with  gentle  applications,  and  ^ 
moderate  remedies,  left  the  laft  error  be  worie 

than 
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than  the  firft:  and  above  all^  that  whoibever  may 
have  a  thought  of  ruling  in  this  land,  may  he 
throughly  convinced  in  his  own  judgment,  that 
it  is  a  crown  c^  briars  and  thorns  that  mull  be 
fet  on  his  head,  without  he  can  iatisfy  all  rea^ 
fonable  men,  that  it  is  his  fixed  principle  and  rew 
folution»  inviolably  to  defend  our  religion,  and 
preferve  our  laws. 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  we  have  often  wbnr 
dered,  and  reft  ftill  amazed,  that  any  Prince  ihould 
care  to  govern  a  people  againil  their  nature,  their 
mdinations,  and  their  laws.  What  glory  can  it 
be  to  a  Prince  of  a  great  fpirit,  to  fubdue  and 
break  the  hearts  of  his  own  fubje&s,  with  whom 
he  ihould  live  properly  as  a  ihepherd  with  his 
dock }  If  two  lovers,  who  fhould  pais  their  time 
in  renewing,  repeating,  and  retumir^  all  the  of- 
ficea  of  friendihip,  kindnefs,  tendemeis,  and  love, 
were,  inilead  of  that,  unluckily  contriving  al'- 
iteays  to  crois,  qppofe,  and  torment  one  another, 
what  could  be  the  effeA  of  fuch  a  converfation, 
but  vexation  and  anguiih  in  the  banning,  a  ihort-> 
lived  correfpondence,  and  hatred  and  contempt 
in  the  concluiion  ? 

Our  conftitution  is  the  main  point  ever  to  be 
regarded,  which,  God  be  praiied,  hath  been  pre- 
ferved  through  fo  many  ages.  For  though  there 
have  been  fome  men  often  found,  and  of  great 
parts  too,  who,  for  their  private  advantages,  are 
aiding,  fometimes  the;  Monarch,  and  fometimes 
the  party  that  would  be  a  commonwealth,  under 
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ipecious  pretences  for  the  public  good,  to  exceed 
the  limits  the  conftitution  hath  preibribed  in  thi$ 
country ;  yet  the  nation  {till  finds,  in  all  ages> 
ibme  truly  public  fpirits,  that  preferve  it  from  be-? 
ing  long  impoied  upon.  There  is  a  craft,  and  a 
perpetual  fubtilty,  that  men  of  priTatc  intepcft 
'  muft  work  with  to  fupport  their  own  <ie(igris< 
but  the  true  intereft  of  the  kingdom  is  the  plain** 
eft  thing  in  the  world  :  it  is  what  every  body  in 
•England  finds  and  feels,  and  knows  to  be  right, 
and  they  are  not  long  a  finding  it  neither.  This 
is  that  intereft,  that  is  liipported,  non  tam  fama^ 
qiiamjua  vi ;  its  own  weight  ftill  keeps  it  fteady 
againftall  the  ftorms  that  can  be  brought  to  beat 
^pon  it,  either  from  the  ignorance  of  ftrangers 
to  our  conftitution,  or  the  violence  of  afiy,  that 
projecSt  to  themfelves  wild  notions  of  appealing 
to  the  people  out  of  Parliament,  (a  I^rliamenl: 
fitting),  ais  it  were  to  a  fourth  eftate  of  llie  realm ; 
and'  calling  upon  them  to  come  and  take  their 
fhare  in  the  direction  of  the  public  and  moft 
important  confiiltations.  This  we  conceive  to 
be  another  way  of  undermining  the  ancient  and 
true  conftitution,  but  not  like  to  be  more  ef- 
fectual than  feme  others,  that  have  been  tried 
before ;  fince  we  have  the  experience  that  no 
violence,  nor  almc^  ruin,  hath,  hitherto,  hin- 
dered it  fi*om  fettling  again  upon  its  old  founda- 
tion. 

,    Therie  hath  been,  within  the  compai^  of  few 
years,  much  talk,  and,  God  knows,  too  many  ill 
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effects  too,  of  factions  in  this  kingciom  ;  and  we 
have  lived,  in  our  days,  to  fee  the  two  great 
parties,  of  late  knovm  hy  the  namies  of  Whig 
and  Tory,  direftly  change  their  ground;  and 
thoie,  who  were  formerly  the  anti-courtiers,  be- 
come as  pliant  and  obfequious,  as  ever  they  were 
who  had  been  the  moft  found  fault  with  oii  that 
fcore.  But  we  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that,  at 
this  time  of  day,  neither  of  thofe  parties  have  the 
game  in  their  hands,  as  they  have  formerly  per- 
haps fkncied  to  themfelves.  But  they  who  Ihall 
be  fo  honeft,  and  fo  wile,  confiantly  to  prefer  the 
true  intereft  of  England  to  that  of  any  other 
country  or  people,  prcffcrve  the  religion  and  the 
laws,  proteA  and  promote  the  trade  of  the  na- 
tion, fliriftily  and  providently  adminifter  the 
public  treafiife,  and  iludy  to  maintain  the  fo- 
vereignty  of  our  feas,  fo  naturally,'  fo  anciently, 
and  fo  juftly  the  true  defence  of  this  kingdom  ; 
that  body,  whomfoever  it  ffiall  be  compofed  of, 
ihall  have  the  weight  of  Englancl  on  its  fide ; 
and  if  there  can  be  any  of  another  frame,  they 
muft,  in  the  end,  prdve  fo  many  miferable  rotten  . 
reeds. 

Well  may  other  princes  an<i  flates,  whofe  fitu- 
ation  requires  it  for  their  own  fecurity,  find  it 
their  intereft,  for  the  prefervation  of  their  credit 
and  reputation  amongft  their  neighbours,  to  keep 
conftantly  in  pay  great  numbers  of  land  forces : 
inwhich  they  are  ftill  vying  one  with  the  other, 
and  boafting  who  can  raife  his  thoufand$,  and 
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who  his.  tea  thouiands :  hut  they  will  be  foiind 
but  youDg  ihttefmen  for  our  government^  who  can 
think.it  adviiable^  that  the  ih'ength  of  this  iHand 
fliould  be  meafured  by  proportions  fo  unfwtahle 
to  its  true  glory  and  greatneis.  As  well  might 
David  have  thought  it^requiiite^  when  he  was  to 
encounter  the  great  giant  of  the  FhiMines,  that 
he  likewise  muil  have  had  a  flaff  to  his  ipear  like  a 
weaver's  beam.  But  that  man  after  God's  own 
heart  thought  it  more  expedient  to  his  advantage 
over  the  enemy  he  was  to  contend  with^  to  come 
againfl  him  with  arms  that  he  had  tried^  and  that 
he  could  wield.  When  Saul  armed  him  widi 
lus  own  armour^  and  put  an  helmet  xf  hrqfs  on 
hk  head,  and  armed  him  with  a  coat  of  mmlp 
David  himfelf  fays^  He  could  not  go  with  thefe, 
for  he  had  not  proved  them.  Which  makes  us  a 
httle  refleft  on  the  drcumfianoes  of  our  own 
nation^  that^  whereas  the  fleet  of  England  hath 
been  renowned,  through  fo  many  ages,  for  the 
honour  and  iecurity  of  this  kingdom^  in  thefe 
latter  days^  by  an  unaccountable  improvidence^ 
our  care  has  been  more  induifaiouily  applied  to 
the  railing  great  nuinbers  of  land  forces,  than  in 
.  maintaining  and  iiipporting  the  glorious  ancient 
bulwarks  of  our  country;  and  whenwe  hi^ve  to  do 
with  an  enemy,  whom  we  fo  far  excel  in  ibength 
at  iea,  that,  with  a  little  more  than  ordinary  ap- 
plication, we  might  hope  to  refirain  hia  exorbi- 
tant power  by  our  naval  ei^»editions,  we  have 
employed  our  greateft  indufby,  and  a  vaft  exr 
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pence^  to  attack  him  by  land  id  that^part,  whese^ 
by  the  ^vextgth  of  his  numerous  garrifons^  he 
muil  be,  for  many  years,  at  leail,  invulnerable. 

But  it  is  to  be  hb{>ed  the  great  allies  them- 
Iclves,  to  whom,  we  doubt  not,  the  Englilh  na- 
tion wifhes  ajl  happine&  and  profperity,  as  being 
bound  up  with  them  in  the  fame  intereft,  will  at 
h&  be  ienfible,  that  this  kingdom  cannot  be  uie-> 
fill  to  the  common  caufe  in  any  other  way,  fo 
much  as  at  fea.  The  Htuation  of  this  country 
adapts  it  for  advantages  by  lea :  the  trade  of  it 
enables  it  to  go  on  with  a  war  by  fea  :  and  nei- 
ther of  them  can  long  bear  a  great  expence  of  a 
war  in  a  foieign  land :  the  experience  of  former 
fiiccefles  at  fea  makes  the  nation  ever  fond  of 
employing  its  vigour  there :  and  the  perpetual 
jealoufy  that,  fome  time  or  other,  endeavours 
may  be  uf6d,.by  the  increafe  of  land  forces,  to 
advance  another  greatnefs,  and  another  intereft, 
will  fix  the  genius  of  the  nation  iHU  to  depend  on 
its  greatnefs,  and  its  fecurity  by  fea. 

Suadere  Principi  quod  oparteai,  magni  laboris; 
qffentatio  erga  Prindpem  qtiemcunquejtnen^e&u 
pcragitur,  was  a  laying  of  Tacitus,  and  one  of 
thoie  that  is  perpetually  verified.  For  we  fee,  in 
all  tunes,  how  compliance  and  flattery  gets  the 
better  of  honeiiy  and  plain  dealing.  All  men* 
indeed  love  heft  thofe  that  difpute  not  with 
them ;  a  misfortune,  whilft  it  is  amongft  private 
perions,  that  is  not  fo  mw^h  taken  notice  of; 
bat  it  becomes  remarkable,  and  grows  a  public 
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calamity,  when  this  uncmndy  obibquiotifn^s  ss 
pradifed  towards  great  Princes,  who  are  apt  to 
miilake  it  for  duty,  and  to  prefer  it  before  fuch 
advice  as  is  really  good  for  their  iervice ;  at  kali: 
till  the  folly  and  vanity  of  fuch  proceedings 
comes  to  be  feen  through ;  and  then  the  reward 
of.  their  unieafonable  courtfliip  frequently  over- 
takes the  miierable  authors,  though  the  difcovery 
come  too  late  to  preferve  from  ruin  the  mafter, 
who  hath  been  deluded* 

An  eminent  poet  of  our  own  nation  calls  this 
flattery  the  food  of  fools ;  and  yet  it  is  a  plant  fo 
guarded  and  fenced  about,  fo  cherifhed  and  pre- 
ierved  in  all  courts>  that  it  never  fails  of  bringing 
forth  much  wretched  fruit ;  and  will  ever  do  fo, 
till .  God  Almighty  ihall  fend  fuch  a  difcerning 
ipirit  into  the  hearts  of  Princes,  as  may  enable 
them  to  diAinguifh  between  thole  that  ferve  to 
obtain  their  own  ends,  and  thofe  who  have 
only  in  their  view  the  true  intereft  and  honour 
of  their  mafters ;  and  to  punilh,  inliead  of  en- 
couraging, thole  bold  corrupters  of  all  right 
judgment,  juftice,  honefty,  aqd  truth. 

If  at  any  time  it  might  be  hoped  this  dan- 
gerous generation  of  men.  Ihould  be  difcounte- 
nanced,  one  might  be  allowed  to  look  for  it  in 
an  age>  when  a  revolution  hath  been  thought 
neceflary  to  make  a  reformation :  for  where  the 
fbundations  of  the  earth  were  taken  to  be  out  of 
coude^  more  lleadinefs,  a  Under  virtue,  ^nd  a. 

more 
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•more  unblameable  adminiftration  will  b6  expeft- 
cd  to  come  in  the  room  of  it. 

If  Princes  wouM  bear  it,  it  would  be  an  ad- 
vantage to  them,  as  well  as  hapj^nefs  to  their 
lubjeAs,  to  hear  plain  and  bold  tmths,  wheii  de- 
livered with  duty,  and  decency,  and  privacy, 
from  their  faithfiil  fervants,  in  their  own  life- 
^me ;  whilft  they  might  yet  redrefi  and  correft 
any  mifiakes  of  their  judgment,  or  will.  But 
becaufe  they  generally  defend  themfelves  from 
thofe  approaches  by  their  greatnefi,  and  the  awe 
they  ufually  ftrike  on  thofe  that  come  near  them, 
the  next  beft  way  t6  incline  them  to  refleft  duly 
upon  themfelves,  is  to  get  them  to  read  the  me- 
morials of  times  pail :  where  they  will  fee  how 
thofe  who  have  once  governed  the  world  are 
treated;^  when  they  are  dead  and  gone  ;  and  that 
it  is  the  privilege  and  practice  of  all  prefent  ages, 
to  fpeak  without  reftraint  of  thofe  that  are  paft : 
«s,  we  may  be  confident,  the  next  that  comes 
after  this  we  live  in,  will  not  forget  to  put  their 
liamp,  and  their  cenfure,  on  what  they  fliall 
judge  good,  or  bad,  in  any  part  of  it.  And  this 
truth  will  be  allowed  in  all  times,  that  a  great 
King,  who  is  known  to  govern  in  his  own  per- 
ibn,  who  is  not  manc^ed  by  his  minifters,  but 
does  himfelf  give  the  direction,  the  life,  and  de- 
termination to  all  his  commands,  as  he  ought  to 
have  the  glory,  and  the  merit  of  his  condu<%  and 
flaU.  brought  to  his  own  account  without  a  rival, 
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fo  he  will  have  the  misfortune  of  having  the  er- 
rors of  his  reign,  if  any  there  be,  imputed  like- 
wiie  to  himielf. 

We  have  been  led,  from  one  ftep  to  anothei*, 
farther  than  the  fcope  of  a  Preface  to  this  Hif- 
tory  might  properly  have  drawn  us,  were  it  not 
that  the  obfervation  of  the  mifcarriages  in  formet 
times,  continued  down  by  degrees,  as  we  con- 
ceive, from  the  like  miflake,  and  the  like  root 
of  animoHty  and  difcontent,  had  engaged  us  to 
make  fome  remarks  on  the  moft  eminent  of  them, 
and  to  lay  them  together  in  one  view,  for  every 
man's  calm  judgment  and  animadverlion,  as  the 
beft  means,  in  our  opinion,  to  prevent  any  fuch 
for  the  future.  Which  makes  us  hope  the 
reader  will  not  be  offended  with  fome  excurfions, 
upon  publidiing  fuch  a  work,  that  hath  fo  much 
of  information  and  inflruftion  in  it,  that  it  muft 
furniih  to  every  one  great  variety  of  refleAions ; 
and,  ainongd  othere,  the  obfervation  of  this  par- 
ticular, and  almofl  continual  misfortune  to  all 
J^rinces,  who  are  apt  to  think  that,  out  of  the 
great  numbers  of  their  fubjeAs,  and  the  crowd 
of  their  courtiers  and  flatterers,  they  can  never 
want  a  fupply  of  jufl  and  faithful  fervantS;  which 
makes  theih  fo  little  value,  and  fo  often  throw 
away,  their  befl:  and  ableft  miniilers;  whereas 
there  is  in  truth  nothing  fo  difficult  for  a  Prince, 
as  to  find  a  good,  honefl,  jufl,  well  tempered, 
and  impartial  fervant ;  and  it  is  almofl  impofli- 
ble  to  prfeferve  him  long.    For  whofoever  comes 
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to  the  yoke  of  trae  painful  drudgery  in  his  maf- 
ter*s  fervice,  from  that  moment  creates  to  him- 
felf  fo  many  induftrious  enemies,  as  he  cannot 
gratify  in. all  their  feveral  wild  pretenfions,  to 
difplace  and  dellroy  him.     So  that  fuch  a  man's 
ilation  muft  be  extreme  ilippery,  and  his  favour 
oftentimes  fhort-Uved,  whofe  whole  time  being 
taken  up  in  promoting  the  folid  greatnefs  of  his 
mailer,  and  the  good  of  his  country,  he  cannot 
have  Icifure  to  take  care  of  himfelf;     For  whilft 
he  is  watching  the  enemies  of  the  Hate,  and  lay- 
ing foundations  for  the  happinefs  of  future  times, 
as  well  as  for  the  fecurity  of  the  prefent,  and- 
looking  after  all  the  parts  of  the  adminiflration  ; 
that  the  religion  of  the  land  may  be  reverenced  ; 
the  juftice  of  the  nation  unblemifhed ;   the  re- 
venues of  the  Crown  carefully  and  honelUy  col- 
lected, and  diflributed  with  an  equal  hand  of  ge- 
neroiity  and  good  hufbandry,  according  to  the 
feveral  occaiions  that  may  require  either;  how 
can  fuch  a  minifter  be  watching  the  fecret  ma- 
chinations of  the  envieirs  and  underminers  of  his 
credit  and  honefty?  And  therefore  he  may  be 
forgiven,  if,  being  confcious  to  himfelf  of  his 
own  integrity  towards  the  public,  he  contemns 
the  little  arts  of  ill  deiigning  men ;  by  which 
however,  from  the  fipft  hour  of  his  entering  into 
the  fenricc  of  his  mailer,  he  is  continually  pur- 
fued,  till  he  is  at  length  hunted  down,  and  im- 
avoidably  deibroyed  at  Court. 
We  do  not  intend  here  to  write  the  particu- 
lars 
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lars  of  the  life  of  this  Author ;  but  we  may  fay 
in  fliort,  that  fuch  a  figure  as  is  here  defcribed  of 
a  great  and  fuperior  minifter,  and,  in  fome  de- 
gree, of  a  favourite  too,  this  excellent  man  made, 
for  about  two  years  after  the  reiloration  of  the 
King  his  mafter,  who,  duriQg  that  time,  relied 
entirely  on  his  advice  and  condud*  There  were 
indeed  fome  other  great  and  wiie  men,  whom 
the  King,  for  fome  confiderable  time,  confulted 
in  his  weightieft  afiairs.  There  was  the  Earl  of 
Southampton,  then  Lord  High  Treafurer  of  Eng- 
land, with  whom  our  Author  had  always  an  en- 
tire and  fail  friendihip,  and  whom  all  men,  that 
knew  him,  honoured  for  his  great  abilities,  and 
eminent  int^rity.  There  was  the  Duke  of  Al- 
bemarle^ then  Lord  General,  who  had  the  ho- 
nour and  good  fortune  of  bringing  moil  things, 
and  men,  at  that  time  to  bear  together,  for  the 
reiloration  of  that  King,  and  the  royal  family  to 
the  ieat  of  their  anceilors.  There  was  the  then 
Marquis  of  Ormond,  foon  after  his  Majeily*s  re- 
turn made  Lord  Steward  of  the  Houiehold,  and 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland ;  who  had  not  only 
followed,  but  even  graced  his  mailer  s  fortunes^ 
in  all  the  time  of  his  exil^,  with  the  attendance 
of  fo  eminent  and  meritorious  a  fubjed; ;  who 
had  often  ventured  his  perfon,  and  loil  all  his 
large  eilate  in  the  ileadj  purfuit  of  loyalty  and 
duty  to  the  Crown,  and  zeal  for  the  true  reli- 
gion.  There  was  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  who 
had^  when  Admiral|  and  General  at  fea,  to  his 
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ihare  the  glorious  part  of  bringing  die  fleet  of 
England^  and  the  body  of  the  EngUih  feamen,  to 
concur  in  the  King's  refloration ;  and  had,  before 
that  time,  been  very  meritorious  towards  his  Ma- 
jefty,  as  is  mentioned  at  large  in  the  enfuing 
parts  of  this  Hiftory.  Thelc  were  the  principal ; 
and  befides  thefe,  there  was  one  more,  who, 
though  in  a  different  rank,  was  admitted,  at  that 
time,  into  the  mod:  intimate  truil  and  confidence, 
old  Secretary  Nicholas  ;  who  had  ferved  his  two 
mailers.  King  Charles  the  firft  and  fecond,  with 
fo  much  faithfulnefs  and  integrity,  as  to  be  juflJy 
entitled  to  a  part  in  the  mofi:  important  adminif- 
tration*  But,  without  the  leaft  defigii  of  detraA- 
ing  from  the  credit  or  intereft  of  thefe  great  and 
honourable  perfons,  we  may  truly  lay,  our  Au- 
thor had  the  preference  of  them  all  in  the  King's 
favour  and  efteem  ;  and  by  his  prudence,  know- 
ledge, and  experience,  in  which  he  flxared  with 
the  others,  and  his  indefatigable  labour  and  pains, 
wherein,  it  is  moft  certain,  they  did  not  ihare 
with  him,  he  had  the  happinefs,  without  their 
envy,  and  with  their  concurrence,  to  have  the 
greateft  Ihare  in  difpofing  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  King  too,  to  agree  then  on  fuch 
meafures  in  Parliament,  as  laid  the  foundation  of 
that  peace,  plenty^  and  profperity  this  nation 
hath  enjoyed  (ince. 

He  had  the  happinefs  to  have  the  greateft  fhare 
in  preferving  the  conflitution  of  our  government 
entire,  when  the  then  prelent  temper  of  the  peo- 
ple 
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pie  was  but  too  ready  to  have  gone  into  any  un- 
due compliance  with  the  Crown. 

He  bad  the  happineis^  amongft  feveral  other 
good  afts  of  Parliament,  to  have  the  greateft 
ihare  in  compalfing  and  perfecting  the  aft  of 
Oblivion  and  Indemnity  ;  the  aft  for  confirming 
Judicial  Proceedings;  and  the  aft  of  Uniformity ; 
by  which  the  people  of  England  were  quieted  in 
their  minds,  and  fettled  in  their  pofleffions ;  and 
the  Church  of  England  redeemed  from  the  op- 
prefiions  it  had  lain  under,  and  eftabliihed  and 
fet  up  by  the  law  of  the  land,  as  it  was  aUb  by 
our  blefled  Saviour^s  promife  to  all  thofe  that 
ferve  him  in  holinefs  and  troth,  on  that  Rock, 
againft  which  the  gates  of  bell  were  not  to  pre- 
vail. This  is  that  Church,  which  delires  to  have 
her  doftrine  underftood,  as  well  as  obeyed ;  and 
which  depends  on  the  infallibility  of  Scripture 
for  her  guide ;  but  never  could  be  drawn  to  al- 
low it  to  any  mortal  men,  whether  in  a  fingle 
perfon,  or  a  greater  number ;  and  which,  of  all 
the  Churches  in  the  world,  does  moft  rationally 
inform  her  members  in  the  praftice  of  pure  re- 
ligion and  undefiled  towards  God,  with  decency 
in  worihip,  without  affeftation,  fuperftition,  or 
ofientation ;  and  obedience  to  the  King,  with 
due  regard  to  the  conftitution  and  the  laws  of 
the  land.  By  God's  blefling  on  thefe  means, 
our  Author  had  the  happinefs  to  leave  lading 
monuments  of  his  judgment  and  his  piety ;  of 

c  3  his 
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his  loyalty  to  his  Prince,  and  his  entire  lore  to 
his  country. 

It  was  during  the  miniftry  of  this  perfon,  and 
whilft  he  was  in  his  greateft  credit,  that  memo- 
rahle  expreifion  was  ufed,  in  one  of  King  Charles 
the  Second's  Ipeeches  to  both  Houfes:  That  in  all 
his  deUberations  and  anions,  his  principal  con- 
fideration  fliould  be.  What  will  a  Parliament  think 
of  them  ? 

Every  body  then  knew,  by  whofe  advice  that 
King  was  inclined  to  make  that  wife  declara- 
tion. And  certainly  it  had  be^n  happy  for  him^ 
if  he  had  always  pradifed  it;  and  all  Eng- 
land hath  reafon  to  wifh^  that  all  miniilers  had 
continued^  to  this  day,  to  give  the  like  whole- 
fome  counfel. 

ILe  tibi  erunf  ariesy 

faid  our  Author,  to  a  King  of  England :  Keep 
always  well  with  your  Parliaments.  Let  no 
vain  whimfey  of  the  example  of  other  countries, 
but  utterly  impracticable  in  this,  delude  you. 
Keep  always  in  the  true  intereft  of  the  nation  ; 
and  a  King  of  England  is  the  greateft  and  hap- 
pieft  Prince  in  the  i^'orld. 

How  this  perfon  came  firft  to  leifen  in  hw 
credit,  and  afterwards,  in  the  Ipace  of  about  five 
years,  to  fall  quite  out  of  that  King's  favour,  to 
be  dilgraced,  as  the  language  at  Court  is,  and 
baniihed^  mud  be  a  little  touched  ;  and  we  (hall 

make 
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make  an  end.  They  who  were  then  mod  con- 
ceraed  in  his  misfortunes,  and  felt  the  moft  ien- 
lible  ftrokes  of  his  Majefty's  difpleafure  in  their 
family,  have  it  not  in  their  hearts  to  lay  any 
thing  hard  at  the  door  of  that  King,  once  a  mofl 
gracious  and  indulgent  mafter  to  our  Author, 
and  who  was  certainly  not  of  a  difpofition  to  do 
harih  things  to  any  body ;  and  who,  as  we  have 
reafon  to  believe,  out  of  the  fenfe  of  unkind 
ufage  to  the  father,  did  afterwards,  by  his  own 
lingular  goodnefs  and  favour,  much  againft  the 
mind  of  fome  in  credit  with  him,  draw  his 
two  fons,  who  yet  furvive,  into  a  very  great  de- 
gree of  truil  and  confidence  near  him  ;  and  par- 
ticularly beftowed  on  the  fecond  extraordinary 
marks  of  honour  and  bounty,  that  are  to  deicend 
to  his  pofterity. 

We  take  them  both  to  be  men  of  fo  much 
piety  to  their  father,  and  fo  much  fpirit  in  them- 
felves,  that  they  would  by  no  means  be  bribed 
to  omit  any  thing  upon  this  occaiion,  that  might 
be  of  ufe  or  advantage  to  the  honour  of  one 
they  owe  fo  much  dirty  to ;  if  they  could  con- 
ceive, that  there  was  need,  at  this  time  of  day, 
to  contribute  to  the  juftification  of  his  inno- 
cency.  The  world  hath  lailed  long  enough, 
iince  the  misfortunes  of  this  honourable,  perfon, 
to  be  throughly  convinced,  that  there  was  no- 
thing in  all  thofe  articles  exhibited  againft  him 
in  Parliament,  that  did  in  the  leail  touch  or 
concern  him.     One  of  his  fons,  then  of  the 

c  4  Houfe 
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Houfe  of  Commons,  offered  in  that  Houle,  that 
if  they  who  accufed  him  would  but  take  the 
pains  to  prove  to  the  Houle  any  one  of  the 
articles,  and  take  which  they  would,  if  they 
made  out  but  any  one  of  them  all,  himielf,  and 
all  his  friends,  would  acknowledge  him  guilty  of 
aU. 

But  there  is  no  need  now  of  the  vindication 
of  fuch  a  man,  whom  every  body,  in  their  con- 
fciences,  do  not  only  acquit  of  any  crime,  but 
all  good  men  ipeak  of  with  honour;  and  who 
flill  lives  in  the  opinion  of  all  true  Englilh- 
men,  in  as  high  a  reputation  as  any  maa  to  this 
day. 

Yet,  although  we  intend  to  decline  all  manner 

of  refledion  on  the  memory  of  that  King,  we 

may  be  allowed  to  fay,  that  that  excellently  well 

natured  Prince,  who  did  very  few  ill  natured 

things  in  his  reign,  was  prevailed  upon,  in  this 

cafe,  not  only  to  put  out  of  his  fervice  ooe  of 

the  moft  faithful  and  ancient  fervants  then  alive 

to  his  father,  or  himfelf,  (which  is  not  to  be  fi> 

much  complained  of ;  for  it  would  be  a  hard  tie 

indeed  for  a  Prince  to  be,  as  it  were,  married  to 

his  fervants  for  better,  for  worfe),  but  to  confent 

to  an  ad  of  Parliament,  that  obliged  this  his 

poor  fervant  to  end  his  days  in  banifliment,  with 

old  age  and  infirmities  to  attend  him :  this  might 

be  thought  a  little  hard-hearted  to  infiid:  upon  a 

man,  who  had  the  honour  and  happinefs,  in 

the  more  vigorous  part  of  his  life,  to  have  led 

the 
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the  King  himfelf  Ihrough  his  own  exile,  with 
credit  and  dignity,  and  in  more  honour  and  repu- 
tation, than  ufually  attends  unfortunate  Princes, 
that  are  deprived  of  their  own  dominions ;  and 
.  at  laft,  in  the  fuhiefs  of  God*s  own  time,  had  the 
happinefs  to  have  fo  confiderahle  a  Ihare  in  the 
condud  of  his  reftoration.  For  it  was  bj  this 
Author  principally,  that  the  continual  corre- 
fpondence  was  kept  up  with  the  loyal  party  in 
England,  in  order  to  cultivate  good  thoughts  o€ 
his  Majefty  in  the  minds  of  his  people,  and  to 
bring  them,  in  fome  fort,  acquainted  with  his 
temper  and  diipciition,  before  they  could  know 
his  perfon.  This  Author  likewife  framed,  dif- 
pofed,  and  drew  thofe  letters  and  declarations 
from  Breda,  which  had  fo  wonderful  an  effed  all 
over  England,  and  were  fo  generally  approved 
here,  that  they  were,  almbft  all,  turned  into  ads 
of  Parliament. 

Many  perhaps  may  not  unreafonably  believe, 
that  the  marriage  of  the  then  Duke  of  York  with 
the  dai^hter  of  this  Author  might  have  been 
one  great  occalion,  if  not  the  foundation,  of  his 
fell ;  and  though  it  be  moft  undoubtedly  true, 
that  this  very  unequal  alliance  was  brought  ta 
pafs  entirely  without  the  knowledge  or  privity 
of  this  Author,  but  fo  much  the  contrary,  that 
when  the  Ring,  at  that  time,  made  him  more 
than  ordinary  exprelfions  of  his  grace  to  him, 
with  aiTurances  that  this  accident  fliould  not 
leffen  the  efteem  and  favour  his  Majefty  had  for 

him; 
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him ;  yet  his  own  good  judgment  made  him 
immediately  ienfible^  and  declare  it  too^  to 
thofe  he  was  intimate  with^  that  this  mull  cer- 
tainly be  the  occafion  of  the  diminution  of  his 
credit. 

The  continual  dropping  of  water  does  not 
more  infallibly  make  an  hollow  in  a  ilone,  than 
the  perpetual  whifpers  of  ill  men  muft  make 
impreffion  in  the  heart  of  any  Prince,  that  will 
always  lie  open  to  hear  them ;  nor  can  any 
man*s  mind  be  ilifficiently  guarded  from  the 
influence  of  continued  calumny  and  backbiting. 

When  the  Duke  of  York  had  made  this  mar- 
riage, it  was  not  unnatural  to  thofe  ill-minded 
men  to  luggeft,  that,  for  the  time  to  come,  that 
minifter  would  be  contriving  advantage  for  the 
good  of  his  own  pofterity,  to  the  prejudice  of  his 
Sovereign  and  Mafter.  What  their  wickednefs, 
polfibly,  would  have  allowed  them  to  pra49:iie, 
was  ground  enough  to  them  for  an  accufation  of 
his  innocency. 

It  was  true,  that  the  Duke  of  York  was  be- 
come the  Chancellor  s  fon  in  law ;  and  therefore 
they  hoped  to  be  beUeved,  when  they  laid,  that 
to  fatisfy  his  ambition,  he  would  forfeit  his  in- 
tegrity ;  which,  God  knows,  was  not  true. 

Thus  what  Tacitus  obferves,  in  the  time  of 
Tiberius,  of  Granius  Marcellus,  who  was  in- 
formed againll  to  have  Ipoken  ill  words  of  that 
Emperor,  was  here,  in  fome  fort,  verified  on  our 
Author : 

Inevi- 
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Inevitabile  crvnen^  lays  Tacitus    concerning 
thole  words»  nam,  quia  vera  erant,  etiam  di&a 
^vredebantur. 

The  alliance  was  undeniable ;  there  were  chil- 
dren bom  of  it ;  and  the  King  was  not  blelled 
with  any  from  his  marriage.  An  inevitable 
crime  laid  on  our  Author.  For^  becauie  it  was 
true,  that  there  were  children  from  one  mar- 
riage, and  not  from  the  other,  it  was  fu^efted, 
that  both  marriages  had  been  fo  contrived  by 
the  Chancellor :  though  the  King  knew  very 
well,  that  his  own  marriage  had  not  been  firft 
projeded  or  propoied  by  this  Author ;  and  that  ' 
he  had  often  told  his  Majefly,  what  iuipicions 
there  were  in  the  world,  that  that  great  and  vir- 
tuous Princefs  might  prove  unfruitful. 

Apother  inevitable  misfortune,  which  was 
then  laid  as  a  crime  too  on  our  Author,  was  a 
report  very  fallely  but  very  induibiouily  fpread 
abroad,  that  firft  begat  a  coldnefs,  and,  by  de- 
grees, very  much  difinclined  a  great  many  of 
the  royal  party  to  him  ;  a  report,  that  he  ihould 
have  inftilled  into  the  King's  mind  a  principle, 
that  he  muft  prefer  his  enemies,  and  advance 
them,  to  gain  them  to  be  his  friends ;  and  for 
his  old  friends,  it  was  no  matter  how  he  ufed 
them,  for  they  would  be  fo  Hill.  To  which  very 
fcandalous  mifreprelentation  we  muft  give  this 
true  anfwer : 

It  fell  out  indeed,  that  every  man's  expecta- 
tion, that  had  laboured  all  the  heat  of  the  day  in 

the 
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the  vineyard,  who  had  received  wounds  in  their 
perfons  in  the  day  of  battle,  or  fbfiered  in  their 
fortunes  or  liberties,  for  tHe  prefervation  of  a 
good  confcience  during  the  uforpation  of  tyranny 
and  anarchy,  was  not,  and,  alas !  could  not  be 
recompenfed  immediately  according  to  their  me- 
tit,  or  the  hopes  they  had  entertained  :  and  be<- 
caufe  it  was  trae  that  they  were  difappointed,  it 
was  believed  by  fome  of  them,  that  our  Author, 
being  minifter  at  that  time,  had  infiilled  this 
damnable  dodtrine  and  pofition,  that  it  was  no 
matter  how  the  King  ufed  his  old  friends  :  and 
becaufe  it  was  true  t^t  they  were  not  conii- 
dered  as  they  deferved,  it  muft  be  believed,  as 
they  would  have  it,  that  he  was  the  author  of 
that  advice. 

It  was  trae  that  the  King,  who  was  fo  won*- 
derfully  reftored  with  all  that  glory  and  peace, 
more  perhaps  upon  the  confidence  of  his  de- 
clarations and  promiies  from  Breda^  than  any 
other  human  means,  and  who  had  thought  it 
neceffary  to  recommend,  in  his  moft  gracious 
Ipeech  to  both  Houies,  upon  the  pafilng  the  Aft 
of  Indemnity,  that  all  marics  of  diftindion  and 
diviiion  amongft  his  iubjedb  fliould  be  for  ever 
buried  and  forgotten,  did  not  think  it  for  his 
honour,  and  true  intereft,  to  reign  over  a  party 
only  of  his  fubjefts ;  and  therefore,  immediately 
after  his  reftoration,  in  order  to  the  fettlement  of 
his  court  and  family,  the  then  Earl  of  Man- 
chefter,  whofe  part  every  body  remembered  to 

have 
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have  been  very  eminent^  in  the  time  of  the  Re- 
bellion^ againll  King  Charles  the  Firil,  but  who 
had  induftrioufly  apphed  himfelf  feveral  years  to 
the  King^  to  make  reparation  for  his  former  er- 
rorSy  and  had  been  confiderably  ferviceable  to 
him  in  ieveral  occaiions,  was  honoured  with  the 
office  of  Lord  Chamberlain  of  the  Houfehold ;  to 
let  the  kingdom  fee,  how  the  King  himfelf  be- 
gan with  pta6lifing  what  he  exhorted  his  fub« 
je&s  to,  that  admirable  art  oi  fclrgetfulnefs, 
when  he  put  fuch  a  perfon  into  fo  eminent  a 
flation  in  die  government,  near  his  own  perfon. 
And  it  was  certainly  of  advantage  to  the  King, 
in  the  beginning  of  his  fettlement  here,  as  well 
as  a  mark  of  juilice  in  his  nature,  to  let  his  liib- 
jeds  know  and  fed,  that  every  one  of  them 
might  capacitate  himfelf,  by  his  future  beha- 
viour, for  any  dignity  and  preferment. 

But  it  cotild  never  be  in  the  heart  of  a  man, 
who  had  been  all  along  on  the  fufiering  fide,  to 
do  his  own  party  fo  bafe  an  office  with  the 
King,  as  this  i^fe  report  did  infinuate.  He 
might  be  of  opinion  that  the  fatted  calf  was  to 
be  killed,  for  the  entertainment  of  the  Prodigal 
Son,  whenever  he  returned;  that  there  might  be 
no  diftindion  of  parties  kept  up  amongil  us :  but 
he  could  never  forget  the  birthright  of  the  eldeft 
fon,  who  had  ferved  thd  King  fo  many  years, 
and  had  not  at  any  time  tranfgrefled  his  com- 
mandment, and  fo  well  deferved  that  praife,  and 
that  reward,  Son,  thou  art  ever  tvilh  mc,  and  all 

that 
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that  I  have  is  thine.  And  yet  this  calumny,  falie 
as  it  was,  was  another  inevitable  crime,  or  at 
lead  misfortune*  For  without  that  opinion, 
which  fome  of  the  royal  party  had  fucked  in, 
that  the  Chancellor  had  abapdoned  their  inter- 
eft,  it  had  been  impoffible  to  have  engaged  a 
majority  in  that  Parliament,  to  have  conlented 
to  that  aft  of  banifhment. 

God  forgive  the  inventors  and  contrivers  of 
that  foul  calunmy !  But,  by  his  almighty  Provi- 
dence, who  from  heaven  reveals  fecrets,  it  was 
not  long  before  that  party  was  diiabufed.  For, 
though  the  Chancellor  for  fome  time  bore  the 
blame,  that  they  had  not  been  more  coniidered, 
it  was  quickly  found,  that  it  was  not  from  him, 
but  from  the  miiiaken  politics  of  the  new  ftatef-^ 
jnen,  that  they  were  defigned  to  be  neglefted* 
Nor  did  they  at  all  find  themfelves  more  taken 
notice  of,  after  his  removal ;  nor  have  the  fe\'eral 
other  parties  in  the  kingdom,  that  have  been 
cheriflied  and  countenanced  in  oppofition  to 
this,  much  declined,  as  we  conceive,  to  this 
day. 

But  after  all,  we  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that 
it  was  neither  of  theie  above-mentioned  una- 
voidable misfortunes,  nor  both  together,  that 
gave  the  fatal  and  laft  decifive  blow  to  the  for- 
tune of  this  good  man.  The  King  had  too  good 
a  judgment,  and  was  too  well  natured,  to  have 
been  impofed  upon  barely  by  fuch  attacks  as 
thefe ;  which  he  knew  very  well  himfelf,  as  to 

our 
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our  Author's  guilt  in  them,  were  frivolous  and 
unjuft. 

But  there  are  always  in  courts  fecret  engines^ 
that  actually  confummate  the  miichiefs,  that 
others,  in  a  more  public  way,  have  been  long  in 
bringing  to  pafs :  and  in  this  cafe  there  were 
two  principal  ones : 

The  one,  the  intereft  of  fome  of  the  zealots  of 
the  Popifli  party,  who  knew  this  minifler  had 
too  much  credit  in  the  nation,  though  he 
ihould  lofe  it  with  the  King,  to  fuffer  the  pro- 
jects, they  perpetually  had  of  propagating  theii: 
religion,  to  take  efFed,  whilii  he  ihould  be  in 
the  kingdom : 

The  other;  the  faction  of  the  ladies,  too  pre* 
valent  at  that  time  with  the  King,  who  were 
afraid  of  fuch  a  man's  being  near  him,  as  durft 
talk  to  him,  as  he  had  feveral  times  taken  the 
liberty  to  do,  of  the  fcandal  of  their  lives,  and 
reprove  both  the  mailer  and  the  miihreiTes,  for 
their  public  unlawful  converfations. 

Thus  theie  two  interefls,  joining  their  forces, 
were  fo  powerful,  that  there  vras  no  relifling 
them,  by  a  man,  who  could  not  make  court  to 
either.  And  fo  he  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  ambi- 
tion and  malice  of  all  forts  of  enemies,  who 
were  deiirous  of  getting  new  places  to  them- 
felves  in  the  Court,  and  of  trying  new  inven- 
tions in  the  State. 

And  yet  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  that  King; 
who  was,  almoii  all  his  reign,  ever  labouring,  with 

much 
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much  pains,  to  get  a  little  eaie,  which  he  might 
perhaps  have  attained  with  lefs  trouble,  and,  no 
doubt,  hoped,  by  getting  rid  of  this  old  impor- 
tunate counfellor,  to  terrify  any  man  from  pre*- 
fuming  afterwards  to  tell  him  fuch  bold  truths, 
had  foarce  ever  after  any  ferenity  in  his  whole 
reign :  but  thofe  very  women,  or  others  in  theit 
places,  and  the  fadions  he  himielf  bad  given 
countenance  to,  grew  too  hard  for  him^  and 
tore  him  almoft  to  pieces,  fometimes  in  the  fa^ 
vouring  of  one  party,  and  fometimes  of  another, 
without  fteadinefs  of  his  own,  or  confidence 
enough  in  any  of  his  fenrants,  to  guide  him 
through  thofe  perplexities,  that  could  not  have 
been  brought  upon  him,  but  by  his  own  con- 
fent. 

We  dare  fay,  there  were  fome  hours  in  his 
life,  that  be  wiihed  be  had  had  his  old  Chan^ 
cellor  again ;  who,  he  knew,  was  a  more  fkilful 
pilot  than  any  of  liis  new  flatefmen : 

( — Tempus  erit,  magno  ami  optavmi  emptum 
IntaSum) 

hxv\  that  he  had  not,  by  his  too  much  eagemefa 
to  get  rid  of  one  old  fervant,  given  too  great 
an  handle  to  have  new  meafures  and  new  coun* 
fds  fo  often  impofed  upon  him,  throughout  the 
whole  remaining  part  of  his  life. 

Thus  we  have  finiftied  our  Preface,  which  we 
thought  incumbent  on  us  to  make,  who  had 
lived  to  be  acquainted  with  this  Author,  and  lo 

have 
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have  known  his  merit,  that  it  might  attend  the 
publiihing  this  Hiftory,  to  give  the  prefent  age 
fbme  information  of  the  chara<9:er  of  him  they 
are  to 'read.  And  as  we  defired  to  perform  it 
with  refpeft  to  his  memory,  fo  we  hope  we 
have  not  exceeded  the  bounds  of  truth  and  mo- 
defty,  which  he  himfelf  would  have  taken  un- 
kindly from  thoie  that  are  doing  this  office  to 
him.  Whatever  misfortunes  he  might  have  in 
his  Ufe  ;  whatever  enemies  he  might  have  had ; 
or  whatever  errors  he  might  have  committed, 
(which  few  men  in  his  high  ftations  efcape  quite 
clear  of),  we  prefujme  to.  think  he  deferves, 
from  all  impartial  men,  the  praife  of  an  honeft, 
juft,  and  able  fervant  to  the  Church  and  Crown, 
and  to  be  ranked  amongft  the  great  and  good 
minifters  of  ftate. 

And  now  we  will  conclude  all,  with  a  thanki^ 
giving  to  God  in  Saint  Luke,  Glory  be  to  God  on 
high,  and  on  emih  peace,  good  tvilt  towards 
men. 

For  God's  name  ought  ever  to  be  glorified  in 
all  his  dilpenfations  ;  whether  they  be  attended 
with  the  profperities  or  adverfities  of  this  pre- 
fent world.  We  Ipeak  it  knowingly,  that  our 
noble  Author  did  fo  throughout  the  courfe  of 
his  misfortunes,  and  that  he  did  adore  and  mag- 
nify God's  holy  name,  for  all  his  mercies  fo 
plentifully  beftowed  upon  him  ;  and  particularly 
for  giving  him  the  courage  and  virtue  conilantly 

VOL.  I.  d  to 
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to  aft  and  fuffer  honourably  through  all  the 
confiderable  employments  of  his  life  ;  and,  more 
efpecially,  to  endeavour  to  keep  things  even  be- 
tween the  King  and  the  people,  (the  everlafting 
labour  of  a  faithful. fervant),  rather  than  advance 
his  own  favour,  by  unreafonably  advancing  the 
prerogative  on  the  one  hand,  or  his  credit,  by- 
courting  the  popular  intereft,  on  the  other ; 
which  we  heartily  wifh  all  men,  in  the  higheft 
authority  under  a  King  of  England,  may  ever 
remember  to  praftife. 

And  whoever  are  acquainted  with  the  fons  of 
this  noble  Author,  muft  do  them  this  juitice  to 
own,  they  have  often  declared,  that  they  have 
found  themfelves  as  well  the  better  Chriftians, 
as  the  better  men,  for  the  afflifted  as  well  as 
profperous  parts  of  their  father's  life;  which 
hath  taught  them,  to  be  the  lefs  furprifed  with 
the  various  turns  they  have  met  with  in  the 
courfe  of  their  own.  With  Saint  Paul,  they 
have  learnt  to  know  how  to  he  exalted,  and  how 
to  he  ahafed.  This  as  Chriftians  :  and  with  Ho- 
race, who  attributes  more  to  fortune,  they  have 
learnt  to  have  always  in  their  minds, 

Lando  tnanentem :  Ji  celeres  qmtit 
Pennas,  refigno  qtu^  dedlt. 

And  having  thus  glorified  God  on  high,  that 
they  may  do  all  in  them  lies,  towards  promoting 
peace  on  earth,  they  do  very  heartily  declare 

and 
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and  profeis  good  will  towards  all  m^i ;  and  bear 
no  unkindneis  to  any  that  were  the  contrivers 
of  the  undeferved  misfortunes  of  their  noble 
father. 
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BOOK    I. 


Deut.  iv*  7,  8,  9* 

For  what  nation  is  there  fo  great j  who  bath  God  fo  nigh  unto 
tbeniy  as  the  Lord  our  God  is  in  all  things  that  we  call  upon 
him  for  ? 

And  what  nation  is  there  fo  great,  that  hath  Jlatutes  and  judg- 
ments fo  righteous  as  all  this  law,  which  Ifet  before  j/ou  this 
day  ? 

Only  take  heed  to  thyfclf  and  leep  thy  foul  diligently,  hjl  thoic 
forget  the  things  which  thine  eyes  have  feen. 


X  HAT  pofterity  may  not  be  deceived,  by  the  pro- The  Preface 
fperous  wickednefs  of  thofe  times  of  which  I  write,uior/ 
into  an  opinion,  that  nothing  lefs  than  a  general  com- 
bination^ and  univerfal  apoftafy  in  the  whole  nation 
from  their  religion  and  allegiance,  could,  in  fo  fliort 
a  time,  have  produced  fuch  a  total  and  prodigious  al- 
teration and  confulion  over  the  whole  kingdom ;  and 
that  the  memory  of  thofe,  who,  out  of  duty  and  con- 
fcience,  have  oppofed  that  torrent,  which  did  over- 
whelm them,  may  not  lofe  the  recompenfe  due  to 
their  virtue  -,  but,  having  undergone  the  injuries  and 
VOL.  !•  B  re- 
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rq>roache3  of  this,  may  find  a  vindication  in  a  better 
age ;  It  will  not  be  unufeful,  for  the  information  of 
the  judgment  and  confcience  of  men,  to  prefent  to 
the  world  a  fiill  and  clear  narration  of  the  grounds^ 
ciramiilances,  and  artifices  of  this  Rebellion :   not 
only  from  the  time  fince  the  flame  hath  been  vifible 
in  a  civil  war,  but,  looking  fiirther  back,  from  thofe 
former  paflages  and  accidents,  by  which  the  feed- 
plots  were  made  and  firamed,  from  whence  thofe  mif- 
chiefs  have  fucceflivcly  grown  to  the  height  they  have 
fince  arrived  at. 

And  in  this  enfuing  HiAory,  though  the  hand  and 
judgment  of  God  will  be  very  vifible,  in  infatuating  a 
people  (as  ripe  and  prepared  for  deftrudion)  into  all 
the  perverfe  a<5lions  of  folly  and  madnefs,  making  the 
weak  to  contribute  to  the  defigns  of  the  wicked,  and 
fufFering  even  thofe,  by  degrees,  out  of  a  confcience 
of  their  guilt,  to  grow  more  wicked  than  they  in- 
tended to  be  ;  letting  the  wife  to  be  impofed  upon  by 
men  of  fmall  underfbanding,  and  permitting  the  inno- 
cent to  be  poilefled  with  lazinefs  and  fleep  in  the 
moft  vifible  article  of  danger  ;  uniting  the  ill,  though 
of  the  moll  diflferent  opinions,  oppofite  interefls,  and 
diftant  afFeAions,  in  a  firm  and  conftant  league  of 
mifchiefs;  and  dividing  thofe,  whofe  opinions  and  in- 
tereils  are  the  fame,  into  faction  and  emulation,  more 
pernicious  to  the  public  than  the  treafon  of  the 
others:  whilfl  the  poor  people,  under  pretence  of  zeal 
to  religion,  law,  liberty,  and  parliaments,  (words  of 
1  precious  efteem  in  their  juft  fignification)  arc  fii- 
rioufly  hurried  into  anions  introducing  atheifno,  and 
dilfolving  all  the  elements  of  Chriftian  religion ;  can- 
celling all  obligations,  and  deftropng  all  foundations 
of  law  and  liberty;  and  rendering,  not  only  the  privi- 
leges. 
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leges,  but  the  very  being,  of  Parliaments  defperate  and 
impradticable ;  I  fay,  though  the  immediate  finger 
and  wrath  of  God  muft  be  acknowledged  in  thefe  per-' 
plexities  and  diftra<Skions;  yet  he  who  Ihall  diligently 
obferve  the  diftempers  and » conjunctures  of  time,  the 
ambition,  pride,  and  folly  of  pcrfons,  and  the  fudden 
growth  of  wickednefs,  from  Want  of  care  and  circxmi- 
fpeAion  in  the  firft  impreffions,  will  find  all  thefe 
miferies  to  have  proceeded,  and  to  have  been  brought 
upon  us,  from  the  fame  natural  caufes  and  means, 
which  have  ufually  attended  kingdoms  fwoln  with 
long  plenty,  pride,  and  excefs,  towards  fome  fignal 
mortification,  and  caftigation  of  Heaven.  And  it  may 
be,  upon  the  confideration  how  impoflible  it  was  to 
forefee  many  things  that  have  liappened,  and  of  tho 
neceffity  of  overlooking  many  other  things,  we  may 
not  yet  find  the  cure  fo  defperate,  but  that,  by  God's 
'mercy,  the  wounds  may  be  again  bound  up;  and  then 
this  profpeA  may  not  make  the  future  peace  lefs  plea^ 
iant  and  durable. 

I  have  the  more  willingly  induced  myfelf  to  this 
unequal  taflc,  out  of  the  hope  of  contributing  fome- 
what  to  that  blefTed  end  :  and  though  a  piece  of  this 
nature  (wherein  the  infirmities  of  fome,  and  the  ma- 
lice of  others,  muft  be  boldly  looked  upon  and  men- 
tioned) is  not  likely  to  be  published  in  the  age  in 
which  it  is  writ,  yet  it  may  ferve  to  infortti  myfelf, 
and  fome  others,  what  we  ought  to  do,  as  well  as  to 
comfort  us  in  what  we  have  dome.  For  which  work, 
as  I  may  not  be  thought  altogether  an  incompetent 
porfon,  having  been  prefcnt  as  a  member  of  Parlia- 
ment in  thole  councils  before  and  till  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Rebellion,  and  having  fince  had  the  ho^ 
nour  to  be  near  two  great  Kings  in  fome  truft,  fo  I 
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fliall  perform  thb  fafee  with  all  faithfulnefs  and  inge-^ 
nuity ;  with  mi  equal  obfervation  of  the  faults  and  in-- 
firmities  of  both  fides,  with  their  defects  and  over- 
fights  in  purfuing  their  own  ends;  and  fhall  no  other- 
wife  mention  fmall  and  light  occurrences,  than  as 
they  have  been  introdudlions  to  matters  of  the  greatefi: 
moment ;  nor  fpeak  of  perfons  otherwife,  than  as  the 
mention  of  their  virtues  or  vices  is  eflential  to  the 
work  in  hand  :  in  which  I  Ihall,  with  truth,  preferve 
myfelf  from  the  leaft  fharpnefs,  that^ay  proceed:  from 
private  provocation^  aiKi  in  the  whole  obferve  the 
rules  that  a  man  Ihould,  who  deferves  to  be  believed. 
I  fhall  tiot  then  lead  any  man  farther  back  in  this 
journey,  for  the  difcovefy  of  the  entrance  into  thofe 
dark  ways,  than  the  beginning  of  this  King's  reign. 
For  I  am  not  fo  fliarp-fighted  as  thofe,  who  have  dif^ 
cerned  this  Rebellion  contriving  from  (if  not  before) 
the  death  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  fomented  by  fe- 
veral  princes  and  great  minifters  of  ftatc  in  Chriflren- 
dom,  to  the  time  that  it  brake  out.  Neither  do  I  look 
fo  far  back  as  I  do,  becaufe  I  believe  the  defign  to 
have  been  fo  long  fince  formed;  but  that,  byy  viewing 
the  temper,  difpofition,  and  habit,  at  that  t\me,  of  the 
Gourt  and  of  the  country,  we  may  difcern  the  minds 
of  men  prepared,  of  fome  to  aft,  and  of  others  to  fuf- 
fer,  all  that  hath  fince  happened ;  the  pride  of  this 
man,  and  the  popularity  of  that ;  the  levity  of  one^ 
and  the  morofity  of  another ;  the  excefs  of  the  Court 
in  the  greatefi:  want,  and  the  parfimony  and  retention 
of  the  country  in  the  greatefi:  plenty;  the  fpirit  of  craft 
and  fubtlety  in  fome,  and  the  unpoliihed  integrity  of 
others,  too  much  defpifing  craft  or  art;  all  contribut- 
ing jointly  to  this  mafs  of  confufion  now  before  us* 
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IVING  James  in  the  end  of  March  1625  died,  leav-ATicwof 
ing  his  Majefty  that  now  is,  engaged  in  a  war  withning  of  k, 
Spain,  but  unproi^ided  with  money  to  manage  it;huro^n.* 
though  it  was  undertaken  by  the  confent  and  advice 
of  Parliament :  the  people  being  naturally  enough  in- 
clined to  the  war  (having  furfeited  with  the  uninter- 
rupted pleafures  and  plenty  of  twenty-two  years  peace) 
and  fufficiently  inflamed  againft  the  Spaniard;  but 
quickly  weary  of  the  charge  of  it :  and  therefore,  after 
an  unprofperous  and  chargeable  attempt  in  a  voyage 
by  fea  upon  Cadiz,  and  as  unfuccefsful  and  more  uir- 
fortunate  one  upon  France,  at  the  Ifle  of  Rh€,  (for 
fome  difference  had  likewife  about  the  fame  time  be- 
gotten a  war  with  that  Prince),  a  general  peace  was 
Ihortly  concluded  with  both  kingdoms ;  the  Exche- 
quer being  fo  exhaufted  with  the  debts  of  King  James, 
the  bounty  of  his  Majefty  that  now  is,  (who,  upon  his 
firft  accefs  to  the  crown,  gave  many  coftly  inftances 
of  his  favour  to  perfons  near  him,)  and  the  charge  of 
the  war  upon  Spain,  and  France,  that  both  the  known 
and  cafual  revenue  being  anticipated,  the  neceflary 
fubfiftence  of  the  houfehold  was  unprovided  for;  and 
the  King  on  the  fudden  driven  to  thofe  ftraits  for 
his  own  fupport,  that  many  ways  were  reforted  to, 
and  inconveniences  fubmitted  to,  for  fupply ;  as  fell-i 
ing  the  crown-lands,  creating  peers  for  money,  and 
many  other  particulars,  which  no  accefs  of  power  or 
plenty  fince  could  repair. 

Parliaments  were  fummoned,  and  again  diflblved  in 
difpleafure:  and  that  in  the  fourth  year  (after  the 
4ifiblution  of  the  two  former)  was  determined  with  a 
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profeffion,  and  declaration,  that,  ^^  fincc  for  feveral  ill 
•*  ends  the  calling  again  of  a  Parliament  was  divulged, 
"  however  his  Majefty  had  Ihewed,  by  his  frequent 
^^  meeting  with  his  people,  his  love  to  the  ufe  of  par- 
^*  liaments;  yet  the  late  abufe  haying,  for  the  prefent, 
**  driven  his  Majefty  unwillingly  out  of  that  courfe, 
^^  he  fhall  account  it  prefumption  for  any  to  pre- 
'*  fcribc  any  time  to  his  Majefty  for  Parliaments.*' 
Which  words  were  generally  interpreted,  as  if  no 
more  aftemblies  of  that  nature  were  to  be  cspcfted, 
and  that  all  men  were  prohibited,  upon  the  penalty  of 
cenfure,  fo  much  as  to  fpeak  of  a  Parliament,  And 
here  I  cannot  but  let  myfelf  loofe  to  fay,  that  no  man 
can  fhew  me  a  fource,  from  whence  thofe  waters  of 
bitternefs  we  now  tafte  have  more  probably  flowed, 
than  from  thefe  unreafonable,  unlkilFul,  and  precipi- 
tate diffolutions  of  Parliaments ;  in  which,  by  an  un- 
juft  furvey  of  the  paffion,  infolence,  and  ambition  of 
particular  perfons,  the  Court  meafuced  the  temper  and 
afteftion  of  the  country  ;  and  by  the  fame  ftandard 
the  people  confidered  the  honour,  juftice,  and  piety 
of  the  Court ;  and  fo  ufually  parted,  at 'thofe  fad  fea- 
fons,  with  no  other  refpeft  and  charity  one  toward 
the  other,  than  accompanies  perfons  who  never  meant 
to  meet  but  in  their  own  defence.  In  which  the  King 
had  always  the  difadvantage  to  harbour  perfons  about 
him,  who,  with  their  utmoft  induftry,  falfe  informa* 
tion,  and  malice,  improved  the  faults  and  infirmities 
of  the  Court  to  the  people  ;  and  again,  as  much  as  in 
them  lay,  rendered  the  people  fufpeded,  if  not  odious 
to  the  King. 

I  am  not  altogether  a  ftranger  to  the  paffages  of 
thofe  parliaments,  (though  I  was  not  a  member  of 
them)  having  carefully  perufcd  the  journals  of  both 
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Houfcs,  and  familiarly  converfed  ^ith  many  who  had 
principal  parts  in  them.    And  I  cannot  but  wonder  at 
thofe   counfcls,  which   perfuaded  the   courfes  then 
taken ;  the  habit  and  temper  of  men's  minds  at  that 
time  being,  no  queftion,  very  applicable  to  the  pub- 
lic ends;  and  thofe  ends  being  only  difcredited  by 
the  jealoufies  the  people  entertained  from  the  manner 
of  the  profecution,  that  they  were  other,  and  worfe 
than  in  truth  they  were.     It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that 
there  were,  in  all  thofe  Parliaments,  efpecially  in  that 
of  the  fourth  year,  feveral  paflages,  and  diftempered 
Ipeechesof  particular  perfons,  not  fit  for  the  dignity 
and  honour  of  thofe  places,  and  unfuitable  to  the  re- 
verence due  to  his  Majefly  and  his  councils.     But  I 
do  not  know  any  formed  Aft  of  either  Houfe  (for  nei- 
ther the  Remonftrance  nor  Votes  of  the  laft  day  were 
fuch)  that  was  not  agreeable  to  the  wifdom  and  jufticc 
of  great  courts,  upon  thofe  extraordinary  occafions. 
And  whoever  confiders  the  a<fts  of  power  and  injuftice 
of  fome  of  the  minifters,  in  thofe  intervals  of  Parlia- 
ment, will  not  be  much  fcandalized  at  the  warmth  and 
vivacity  of  thofe  meetings. 

In  the  fecond  Parliament  there  was  a  mention,  and 
intention  declared,  of  granting  five  fubfidies,  a  pro- 
portion (how  contemptible  foever  in  refpedt  of  the 
preflures  now  every  day  impofed)  fcarce  ever  before 
heard  of  in  Parliament,  And  that  meeting  being, 
upon  very  unpopular  and  unplaufible  reafons,  imme- 
diately diffolved,  thofe  five  fubfidies  were  exafted, 
throughout  the  whole  kingdom,  with  the  fame  rigour, 
as  if,  in  truth,  an  a6t  had  pafled  to  that  purpofe.  Di- 
vers gentlemen  of  prime  quality,  in  feveral  counties 
of  England,  were,  for  refufing  to  pay  the  fame,  com-* 
mitted  to  prifon,  with  great  rigour  and  extraordinary 
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circutnftanccs.  And  could  it  be  imagined,  that  thofe 
men  would  meet  again  in  a  free  convention  of  Parlia- 
ment, without  a  iharp  and  fevere  expoftulation,  and 
inquifition  into  their  own  right,  and  the  power  that 
had  impofed  upon  that  right  ?  And  yet  all  thefe  pro- 
vocations, and  many  other,  almofl  of  as  large  an  ex* 
tent,  produced  no  other  refentment,  than  the  Petition 
of  Right,  (of  no  prejudice  to  the  Crown),  which  was 
likewife  purchafed  at  the  price  of  five  fubfidies  more, 
and,  in  a  very  Ihort  time  after  that  fupply  granted, 
that  Parliament  was  likewife,  with  ftrange  circimi- 
ftances  of  paflion  on  all  fides,  diflblved. 

The  abrupt  and  unkind  breaking  off  the  two  firft 
Parliaments  was  wholly  imputed  to  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham ;  and  of  the  third,  principally  to  the 
Lord  Wefton,  then  Lord  High  Treafurer  of  England; 
both  in  refpeft  of  the  great  power  and  intereft  they 
then  had  in  the  afFeftions  of  his  Majefty,  and  for  that 
the  time  of  the  diflblutions  happened  to  be,  when 
ibme  charges  and  accufaticms  were  preparing,  and 
ready  to  be  preferred  againft  thofe  two  great  perfons. 
And  therefore  the  envy  and  hatred,  that  attended  them 
thereupon,  was  infupportable,  and  was  vifibly  the 
caufe  of  the  murder  of  the  firft,  (ftabbed  to  the  heart 
by  the  hand  of  a  villain,  upon  the  mere  impious  pre* 
tence  of  his  being  odious  to  the  Parliament),  and  made, 
no  doubt,  fo  great  an  impreflion  upon  the  under- 
fVanding  and  nature  of  the  other,  that,  by  degrees,  he 
loft  that  temper  and  fcrenity  of  mind  he  had  been 
before  mafter  of,  and  which  was  moft  fit  to  have  acr- 
companied  him  in  his  weighty  employments:  info- 
much  as,  but  of  indignation  to  find  himfelf  worfe  ufed 
than  he  deferved,  he  cared  lefs  to  deferve  well,  than 
he  had  done ;  and  infenfibly  grew  into  that  pubhc 
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hatred,  that  rendered  him  lefs  ufeful  to  the  fer vice 
that  he  only  intended. 

I  wonder  lefs  at  the  errors  of  this  nature  in  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham ;  who,  having  had  a  moft  gene- 
rous education  in  courts,  was  utterly  ignorant  of  the 
ebbs  and  floods  of  popular  councils,  and  of  the  winds 
that  move  thofe  waters  ;  and  could  not,  without  the 
Jpirit  of  indignation,  find  himfelf,  in  the  fpace  of  a 
few  weeks,  without  any  vifible  caufe  intervening,  from 
the  greateft  height  of  popular  eftimation  that  any  per- 
fon  hath  afcended  to,  (infomuch  as  Sir  Edward  Coke 
blafphemoufly  called  him  our  Saviour),  by  the  fame 
breath  thrown  down  to  the  depth  of  calumny  and  re- 
proach. I  fay,  it  is  no  marvel,  (befides  that  he  was  na- 
turally to  follow  fuch  coimfels  as  were  given  him), 
that  he  could  think  of  no  better  way  to  be  freed  of 
thefe   inconveniences  and  troubles  the    paffions  of 
thofe  meetings  gave  him,  than  to  diflblve  them,  and 
prevent  their  coming  together  :  and  that,  when  they 
feemed  to  negleft  the  public  peace,  out  of  animofity 
to  him,  he  intended  his  own  eafe  and  fecurity  in  the 
firft  place,  and  eafily  believed  the  public  might  be 
otherwife  provided  for,  by  more  intent  and  difpaflion- 
ate  councils.     But  that  the  other,  the  Lord  Wefton, 
who  had  been  very  much  and  very  popularly  con- 
verfant  in  thofe  conventions,  who  exadlly  knew  the 
frame  and  conftitution  of  the  kingdom,  the  temper  of 
the  people,  the  extents  of  the  courts  of  law,  and  the 
jurifdidVion  of  parliaments,  which  at  that  time  had 
feldom  or  never  committed  any  excefs  of  jurifdidlion, 
(modefty  and  moderation  in  words  never  was,  nor  ever 
will  be,  obferved  in  popular  councils,  whofe  founda- 
tion is  liberty  of  fpeech ,)  that  he.  Ihould  believe,  that 
the  union,  peace,  and  plenty  of  the  kingdom  could 

be 
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be  preferred  without  Parliaments^  or  that  the  palfion 
and  diftemper  gotten  and  received  into  Parliaments 
could  be  removed  and  reformed  by  the  more  paflion- 
ate  breaking  and  diilblving  them;  or  that  that  courfe 
would  not  inevitably  prove  the  moft  pernicious  to 
himfelf^  is  as  much  my  wonder,  as  any  thing  that 
hath  lince  happened. 

There  is  a  proteftion  very  gracious  and  juft,  which 
princes  owe  to  their  fervants,  whcn^  in  obedience  to 
their  juft  commands^  upon  extraordinary  and  necef* 
iary  occaiions,  in  the  execution  of  their  trufts^  they 
fwerve  from  the  ftrift  letter  of  the  law,  which,  with- 
out that  mercy,  would  be  penal  to  them.  In  any  fuch 
cafe,  it  is  as  legal  (the  law  prefuming  it  will  always  be 
done  upon  great  reafon)  for  the  King  to  pardon,  as 
for  the  party  to  accufe,  and  the  judge  to  condemn* 
But  for.  the  fovereign  power  to  interpofe,  and  ihelter 
an  accufcd  fervant  from  anfwering,  does  not  only  feem 
an  obftrudtion  of  juiHce,  and  lay  an  imputation  upon 
the  prince,  of  being  priv}'  to  the  offence  ;  but  leaves 
fo  great  a  fcandal  upon  the  party  himfelf,  that  he  is 
generally  concluded  guilty  of  whatfoevcr  he  is  charged 
with ;  which  is  commonly  more  than  the  worft  man 
ever  deferved.  And  it  is  worthy  the  obfervation,  that, 
as  no  innocent  man  who  made  his  defence  ever  fuf- 
fered  in  thofe  times  by  judgment  of  Parliament ;  fo 
many  guilty  perfons,  and  againft  whom  the  fpirit  of 
the  times  went  as  high,  by  the  wife  managing  their 
defence,  have  been  freed  from  their  accufers,  not  only 
without  cenfure,  but  without  reproach ;  as  the  Bifhop 
of  Lincoln,  then  Lord  Keeper,  Sir  H.  Marten,  and 
Sir  H.  Spiller ;  men,  in  their  feveral  degrees,  as  little 
beholden  to  the  charity  of  that  time,  as  any  men 
fince.    Whereas  fcarce  a  man,  who,  with  induilry 

and 
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and  Ikill,  laboured  to  keep  hirtifelf  from  being  accufed^ 
or  by  power  to  ftop  or  divert  the  courfe  of  proceed- 
ing, fcaped  without  fotne  fignal  mark  of  infamy  or 
prejudice.  And  the  reafon  is  clear ;  for  befides  that, 
after  the  firft  florm,  there  is  fome  compaffion  natu-* 
rally  attends  men  like  to  be  in  mifery ;  and  befides 
the  latitude  of  judging  in  thofe  places,  whereby  there 
is  room  for  kindnefs  and  afFe6lion,  and  collateral  con- 
liderations  to  interpofe  ;  the  truth  is,  thofe  accufa^ 
tions  (to  which  this  man  contributes  his  malice,  an- 
other his  wit,  all  men  what  they  pleafe,  and  moft  upon 
hearfay,  with  a  kind  of  uncharitable  delight;  of  mak- 
ing the  charge  as  heavy  as  may  be)  are  commonly 
ftufFed  with  many  odious  generals,  that  the  proofs 
feldom  make  good :  and  then  a  man  is  no  fooner 
found  lefs  guilty  than  he  is  expelled,  but  he  is  con- 
cluded more  innocent  than  he  is  ;  and  it  is  thought 
but  a  juft  reparation  for  the  reproach  that  he  deferved 
not,  to  free  him  from  the  cenfure  he  deferved.  So 
that,  very  probably,  thofe  two  noble  perfons  had  been 
happy,  if  they  had  ftoutly  fubmitted  to  the  proceed- 
ings were  defigned  againft  them ;  and,  without  quef- 
tion,  it  had  been  of  fovereign  ufe  to  the  King,  if,  in 
thofe  peaceable  times.  Parliaments  had  been  taught  to 
know  their  own  bounds,  by  being  fufFered  to  proceed 
as  far  as  they  could  go  ;  by  which  the  extent  of  their 
power  would  quickly  have  been  manifefted :  from 
whence  no  inconvenience  of  moment  could  have  pro- 
ceeded; the  Houfe  of  CotHmons  never  then  pretend- 
ing to  the  leaft  part  of  judicature,  ot  exceeding  the 
known  verge  of  their  own  privileges ;  the  Houfe  of 
Peers  obfcrving  the  rules  of  thei  law  and  equity  in 
their  judgments^  and  proceeding  deliberately  upon 
clear  teftimony  and  evidence  of  matter  of  fa6l ;  and 

the 
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the  King  retaining  the  fole  power  of  pardoiyyng,  and 
receiving  the  whole -profit  of  all  penalties  and  judg- 
ments ;  and  indeed  having  fo  great  an  influence  upon 
the  body  of  the  Peerage,  that  it  was  fcarce  known 
that  any  perfon  of  honour  was  feverely  cenfured  in 
that  Houfe,  (before  this  prefent  Parliament),  who  was 
not  either  immediately  profecuted  by  the  Court,  or  in 
evidpnt  disfavour  there  ;  by  which,  it  may  be,;(as  it 
ufually  falls  out)  fome  doors  were  opened,  at  which 
inconveniences  to  the  Crown  have  got  in,  that  were 
not  then  enough  weighed  and  confidered, 

But  the  courfe  of  exempting  men  from  profecution, 
by  diflfolving  of  Parliaments,  made  the  power  of  Par- 
liaments much  more  formidable,  as  conceived  to  be 
without  limit ;  fince  the  fovereign  power  feemed  to 
be  compelled  (as  unable  otherwife  to  fet  bounds  to 
their  proceedings)  to  that  rough  cure,  and  to  deter-r 
mine  their  beings,  becaufe  it  could  not  determine 
their  jurifdiftion.  Whereas,  if  they  had  been  fre* 
quently  fummoned,  and  feafonably  difTolved,  after 
their  wifdom  in  applying  medicines  and  cures,  as  well 
as  their  induftry  in  difcovering  difeafes,  had  been  dif- 
cerned,  they  would  cafily  have  been  applied  to  the 
ufes  for  which  they  were  firft  inftituted ;  and  been  of 
no  lefs  efteem  with  the  Crown,  than  of  veneration 
with  the  people.  And  fo  I  fliall  conclude  this  digref- 
iion,  which,  I  conceived,  was  not  unfeafonable  for  this 
place,  nor  upon  this  occafion,  and  return  to  the  time 
when  that  brilk  and  improvident  refolution  was  taken 
of  declining  thofe  conventions;  all  men  being  inhibit- 
ed (as  I  faid  before  they  generally  took  themfelves  to 
be)  by  the  proclamation  at  the  diflblution  of  the  Par- 
liament in  the  fourth  year,  fo  much  as  to  mention  or 
fpeak  as  if  a  Parliament  Ihould  be  called. 

And 
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And  here  it  will  give  much  light  to  that  which  fol-Thcftat€of 
lows,  if  we  take  a  view  of  the  ftate  of  the  Court  andlbouuhu 
of  the  Council  at  that  time,  by  which  we  may  beft  fee""*** 
the  fact  of  that  time,  and  the  aiFedlions  and  temper 
of  the  people  in  general. 

For  the  better  taking  this  profpe6l,  we  will  beginThc  nfe  of 
with  a  fufvey  of  the  perfon  of  that  great  man,  theB*IJcwlJj^!°* 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  (who  was  fo  barbaroufly  mur-*^*™' 
dered  about  this  time)  whofe  influence  had  been  un- 
fortunate in  the  public  aiFairs,  and  whofe  death  pro- 
duced a  change  in  all  the  counfels.     The  Duke  was 
indeed  a  very  extraordinary  perfon  ;   and  never  any 
man,  in  any  age,  nor,  I  believe,  in  any  country  or  na-  ^ 
tion,  rofe,  in  fo  Ihort  a  time,  to  fo  much  greatnefs  of 
-honour,  fame,  and  fortune,  upon  no  other  advantage 
or  recommendation,  thanr  of  the  beauty  and  graceful- 
nefs  of  his  perfon.     I  have  not  the  leaft  purpofe  of 
undervaluing  his  good  parts  and  qualities,  (of  which 
there  will  be  occafion  Ihdrtly  to  give  fome  tellimony), 
when  I  fay,  that  his  firft  introduction  into  favour  was 
purely  from  the  handfomenefs  of  his  perfon. 

He  was  a  younger  fon  of  Sir  George  Villiers,  of 
Brookeiby,  in  the  county  of  Leicefter;  a  family  of  an 
ancient  extraction,  even  from  the  time  of  the  Con- 
queft,  and  tranfported  then  with  the  Conqueror  out 
of  Normand)',  where  the  family  hath  ftill  remained, 
and  ftill  continues  with  luftre.  After  Sir  George's 
firft  marriage,  in  which  he  had  two  or  three  fons,  and 
fome  daughters,  who  fhared  an  ample  inheritance  from 
him ;  by  a  fecond  marriage,  with  a  lady  of  the  family 
of  the  Beaumonts,  he  had  this  gentleman^  and  two 
other  fons  and  a  daughter,  who  all  came  afterwards  to 
be  raifed  to  great  titles  and  dignities.  George,  the 
eldeft  fon  of  this  fecond  bed,  was,  after  the  death  of 

his 
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his  father,  by  the  lingular  affeAion  and  care  of  his 
mother^  Who  enjoyed  a  good  jointure  in  the  account 
of  that  age,  well  brought  up ;  and,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  his  education,  and  giving  an  ornament  to  his 
hopeful  perfon,  he  was  by  her  fent  into  France;  where 
he  fpent  two  or  three  years  in  attaining  the  language, 
and  in  learning  the  exercifcs  of  riding  and  dancing;  in 
the  laft  of  which  he  excelled  moft  men,  and  returned 
into.  England  by  the  time  he  was  twenty-one  years  old. 

Kiijg  James  reigned  at  that  time  ;  and  though  he 
was  a  prince  of  more  learning  and  knowledge  than 
any  other  of  that  age,  and  really  delighted  more  in 
books,  and  in  the  converfation  of  learned  men ;  yet, 
of  all  wtfe  men  living,  he  was  the  moft  delighted  and 
taken  with  handfome  perfons,  and  fine  clothes.  He 
began  to  be  weary  of  his  favourite,  the  Earl  of  Somer- 
fet,  who  was  the  only  favourite  that  kept  that  poft  fo 
long,  without  any  public  reproach  from  the  people : 
but,  by  the  inftigation  and  wickednefs  of  his  wife,  he 
became,  at  leaft,  privy  to  a  horrible  murder,  that  ex- 
pofed  him  to  the  utmoft  feverity  of  the  law,  (the 
poifbning  of  Sir  Thomas  Overbury),  upon  which  both 
he  and  his  wife  were  condemned  to  die,  after  a  trial 
by  their  peers ;  and  many  perfons  of  quality  were  exe- 
cuted for  the  fame.  ^ 

Whilft  this  was  in  agitation,  and  before  the  utmoft 
difcovery  was  made,  Mr.  Villiers  appeared  in  court, 
and  drew  the  King*s  eyes  upon  him.  There  were 
enough  in  the  Court  fufficiently  angry  and  incenfed 
againft  Somerfet,  for  being  what  themfelves  deiired  to 
be,  and  especially  for  being  a  Scotfman,  and  afcend- 
ing,  in  fo  Ihort  a  time,  from  being  a  page,  to  the 
height  he  was  then  at,  to  contribute  all  they  could  to 
promote  the  one,  that  they  might  throw  out  the  other: 

'  which 
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which  being  eaiily  brought  to  pafs,  by  the  proceed-* 
ing  of  the  law  upon  his  aforefaid  crime,  the  other 
found  very  little  difficulty  in  rendering  himfelf  gra- 
cious to  the  King,  whofe  nature  and  difpofition  was 
Tcry  flowing  in  aiFeAion  towards  perfons  fo  adorned. 
Infomuch  that,  in  few  days  after  his  firft  appearance 
in  court,  he  was  made  Cup-bearer  to  the  King ;  by 
which  he  was,  of  courfe,  to  be  much  in  his  prefence, 
and  fo  admitted  to  that  converfation  and  difcourfe, 
with  which  that  Prince  always  abounded  at  his  meals. 
His  inclinations  to  his  new  Cup-bearer  difpofed 
him  to  adminifter  frequent  occalions  of  difcourfing  of 
the  court  of  France,  and  the  tranfadions  there,  with 
which  he  had  been  fo  lately  acquainted,  that  he  could 
pertinently  enlarge  upon  that  fubjeft,  to  the  King's 
great  delight,  and  to  the  gaining  of  the  efteem  and 
value  of  all  the  ftanders-by  to  himfelf :  which  was  a 
thing  the  King  was  well  pleafed  with.  He  adted  very 
few  weeks  upon  this  ftage,  when  he  mounted  higher  ; 
and,  being  knighted,  without  any  other  qualification, 
he  was  at  the  fame  time  made  Gentleman  of  the  Bed- 
chamber, and  Knight  of  the  order  of  the  Garter ;  and 
in  a  ihort  time  (very  ihort  for  fuch  a  prodigious  af- 
cent)  he  was  made  a  Baron,  a  Vifcount,an  Earl,  a  Mar- 
i|uis,and  became  Lord  JlighAdmiral  of  England,  Lord 
Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  Mafter  of  the  Horfe, 
and  entirely  difpofed  of  all  the  graces  of  the  King, 
in  conferring  all  the  honours  and  all  the  offices  of 
three  kingdoms,  without  a  rival ;  in  difpenfing  where- 
of, he  was  guided  more  by  the  rules  of  appetite  than 
^^  judgment ;  and  fo  exalted  almoft  all  of  his  own 
numerous  family  and  dependants,  whofe  greateft  me- 
rit was  their  alliance  to  him,  which  equally  offisnded 
the  ancient  nobility,  and  the  people  of  all  conditions, 

who 
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who  faw  the  flowers  of  the  Crown  every  day  fading  and 
withered;  whilft  the  demefnes  and  revenue  thereof 
were  facrificed  to  the  enriching  a  private  family, 
(how  well  foever  originally  extrafted),  fcarce  ever 
heard  of  before  to  the  nation ;  and  the  expences  of 
the  Court  fo  vaft  and  unlimited,  that  they  had  a  fad 
profpeft  of  that  poverty  and  neceffity,  which  after- 
wards befel  the  Crown,  almoft  to  the  ruin  of  it. 

Many  were  of  opinion,  that  King  James,  before  his 
death,  grew  weary  of  this  favourite  ;  and  that,  if  he 
had  lived,  he  would  have  deprived  him  at  leaft  of  his 
large  and  luilimited  power.  And  this  imagination  fo  pre- 
vailed with  fome  men,  as  the  Lord  Keeper  Lincoln,  the 
Earl  of  Middlefex,  Lord  High  Treafurer  of  England, 
and  other  gentlemen  of  name,  though  not  in  fo  high 
nations,  that  they  had  the  courage  to  withdraw  from 
their  abfolute  dependence  upon  the  Duke,  and  to  make 
fome  other  eflays,  which*  proved  to  the  ruin  of  every- 
one of  them ;  there  appearing  no  mark,  or  evidence, 
that  the  King  did  really  Icflen  his  afFeftion  to  him^ 
to  the  hour  of  his  death.  On  the  contrary,  as  he 
created  him  Duke  of  Buckingham  in  his  abfence, 
whilft  he  was  with  the  Prince  in  Spain  ;  fo,  after  their 
return,  the  Duke  executed  the  fame  authority  in  con- 
ferring all  favours  and  graces,  and  in  revenging  himfelf 
upon  thofe,  who  had  manifefted  any  unkindnefs  to- 
wards him.  And  yet,  notwithftanding  all  this,  if  that 
King's  nature  had  equally  difpofed  him  to  pull  down, 
as  to  build  and  ercft,  and  if  his  courage  and  feverity 
in  punifliing  and  reforming  had  been  as  great  as  his 
generofity  and  inclination  was  to  oblige,  it  is  not  to 
be  doubted,  but  that  he  would  have  withdrawn  his  af- 
feftion  from  the  Duke  entirely,  before  his  death  ^ 
which  thofe  perfons,  who  were  admitted  to  any  pri- 
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vacy  With  him,  and  were  not  in  the  coiifidence  of  the 
other,  (for  before  thofe  he  knew  well  how  to  diflem- 
ble),  had  reafon  enough  to  expedl. 

For  it  is  certain,  that  the  King 'was  never  well  An  account 

r*f  Prinr*» 

pleafed  with  the  Duke,  after  the  Princess  going  intochwics's 
Spain  I  which  was  infinitely  againft  his  will,  and  con-i^^s^fnl"* 
trived  wholly  by  the  Duke :  who,  out  of  envy,  that 
the  Earl  of  Briftol  Ihould  have  the  fole  management 
of  fo  great  an  affair,  (as  hitherto  that  treaty  had  been 
wholly  conduced  by  him  in  Spain,  where  he  was 
extrat>rdinary  Ambaflador,  and  all  particulars  upon 
the  matter  agreed  upon),  had  one  day  infinuated  to 
the  Prince  the  common  misfortune  of  princes,  that  in 
fo  fubftantial  a  part  of  their  happinefs  in  this  world, 
as  depended  upon  their  marriage,  themfelves  had 
never  any  part,  but  muft  receive  only  an  account 
from  others  of  the  nature,  and  humour,  and  beauty  of 
the  ladies  they  were  to  marry  ;  and  thofe  reports  feU 
dom  proceeded  from  perfons  totally  uninterelled,  by 
reafon  of  the  parts  they  had  a<fted  towards  fuch  pre- 
parations. From  hence  he  difcourfed  how  gallant 
and  how  brave  a  thing  it  would  be,  for  his  Highnefs 
to  make  a  journey  into  Spain,  and  to  fetch  home  his 
miftrefs;  that  it  would  put  an  end  prefently  to  all 
thofe  formalities,  which,  (though  dl  fubftantial  mati 
ters  were  agreed  upon  already),  according  to  the  ftyle 
of  that  Court,  and  the  flow  progrefs  in  all  things  of 
ceremony,  might  yet  retard  the  Infanta's  voyage  into 
England  many  months ;  all  which  would  be  in  a  mo- 
ment removed  by  his  Highnefs*s  own  prefence  ;  that 
it  would  be  fuch  an  obligation  to  the  Infanta  hcrfelf, 
as  flie  could  never  enough  value  or  requite ;  and  be- 
ing a  refpeft  rarely  paid  by  any  other  prince,  upon 
the  like  addrefles,  could  proceed  only  ftom  the  high 
VOL.  !•  c  regard 
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regard  and  reverence  he  had  for  her  perfon  ;  that  in 
the  great  affair  that  only  remained  undetermined^  and 
was  not  entirely  yielded  to,  though  under  a  very 
friendly  deliberation,  which  was  the  reftoring  the  Pa- 
latinate^  it  was  very  probable,  that-  the  King  of  Spain 
himfclf  might  choofe,  in  the  inftant,  to  gratify  his 
perfonal  interpolition,  which,  in  a  treaty  with  an  Am- 
baflador,  might  be  drawn  out  in  length,  or  attended 
with  overtures  of  recompcnfe  by  fome  new  concef- 
lions,  which  would  create  new  difficulties :  however, 
that  the  mediation  could  not  but  be  frankly  under- 
taken by  the  Infanta  herfelf,  who  would  ambitiouily 
make  it  her  work  to  pay  a  part  of  her  great  debt  to 
the  Prince ;  and  that  he  might  with  her,  and  by  her, 
prefent  to  his  Majefly  the  entire  peace  and  reftitu- 
tion  of  his  family,  which  by  no  other  human  means 
could  be  brought  to  pafs. 

Thefe  difcourfes  made  fo  deep  impreffion  upon  the 
mind  and  fpirit  of  the  Prince,  (whofe  nature  was  in- 
clined to  adventures),  that  he  was  tranfported  with  the 
thought  of  it,  and  moft  impatiently  folicitous  to  bring 
it  to  pafs.  The  greateft  difficulty  in  view  was^  how 
they  might  procure  the  King's  confent,  who  was  very 
quick-lighted  in  difcerning  difficulties  and  railing 
objeAions,  and  very  flow  in  maftering  them,  and  un- 
tying the  knots  he  had  made :  in  a  word,  he  knew 
not  how  to  wreftle  with  defperate  contingencies,  and 
fo  abhorred  the  being  entangled  in  fuch.  This  was 
firft  to  be  attempted  by  the  Prince  himfelf,  by  com- 
municating it  to  the  King,  as  his  earnefl  defire  and 
fuit,  with  this  circumftance }  that  lince  his  doing  or 
not  doing  what  he  moft  delired,  depended  wholly 
and  entirely  upon  his  Majefty's  own  approbation  and 
command^  he  would  vouchfafe  to  promife  not  to 

com- 
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c'ommunicata  the  thing  propofed,  before  he  had  flrft 
taken  his  own  refolution  *  and  that  this  condition 
ihould  be  firft  hurtlbly  infifted  on,  before  the  fub- 
ftantial  point  Ihould  be  communicated  ;  and  fo  this 
approach  being  firft  made,  the  fuccefs  and  proftcu- 
tion  was  to  be  left  to  the  Duke's  credit  and  dexterity. 
All  things  being  thus  concerted  between  his  High- 
nefs  and  the  Duke,  (and  this  the  beginning  of  an  entire 
confidence  between  them,  after  a  long  time  of  declared 
jealoufy  and  difpleafure  on  the  Prince's  part,  and  oc- 
cafion  enojigh  adminiftered  on  the  other),  they  fliortly 
found  fit  opportunity  (and  there  were  feafons  when 
that  King  was  to  be  approached  more  hopefully  than 
in  others)  to  make  their  addrefs  together.  His  Ma- 
jefty  cheerfully  confented  to  the  condition,  and  being 
well  pleafed  that  all  fhould  depend  upon  his  will, 
frankly  promifed  that  he  would  not,  in  any  degree, 
communicate  to  any  perfon  the  matter,  before  he  had 
taken,  and  communicated  to  them,  his  own  refolu- 
tions. 

The  Prince  then,  upon  his  knees^  declared  his  fuitThc  Prince 
and  very  importunate  requeft,  the  Duke  ftanding  afjumi^to' 
long  time  by,  without  faying  a  word,  while  the  King^**^*^^^* 
difcourfed  the  whole  matter  to  the  Prince,  with  lefs 
paffion  than  they  expeAed,  and  then  looked  upon  the 
Duke,  as  inclined  to  hear  what  he  would  fay;  who 
fpoke  nothing  to  the  point,  whether  in  prudence  ad- 
yifable,  or  not ;  but  enlarged  upon  the  infinite  obli- 
gation his  Majefty  would  confer  upon  the  Prince,  by 
his  yielding  to  the  violent  paffion  his  Highnefs  was 
tranfported  with ;  and,  after  many  exalted  expreffions 
to  that  purpofe,  concluded,  that  he  doubted  that  his 
Majefty  refufing  to  grant  the  Prince  this  his  humble 
requeft  would  make  a  deep  imprellion  upon  his  fpirits, 
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and  peace  of  mind ;  and  that  he  would^  he  feared^ 
look  upon  it  as  the  greateil  misfortune  and  af&i^tion^ 
that  could  bcfal  him  in  this  world.  The  Prince  then 
taking  the  opportunity,  from  the  good  temper  he  faw 
his  father  in,  to  enlarge  upon  thofe  two  points,  which 
he  knew  were  moft  important  in  the  King's  own 
wiihes  and  judgment,  that  this  expedient  would  put 
a  quick  end  to  this  treaty,  which  could  not  be  conti- 
nued after  his  arrival  in  that  Court ;  but  that  his  mar* 
riage  mull  prefently  enfue,  which,  he  knew  well 
enough,  the  King  did  moft  impatiently  dtiire  of  all 
bleflings  in  this  world :  he  faid  likewife,  he  would 
undertake  (and  he  could  not  but  be  believed  from  the 
reafonablenefs  of  it)  that  his  prefence  would  in  a  mo- 
ment determine  the  reftitution  of  the  Palatinate  to  his 
brother  and  lifter ;  which  was  the  fecond  thing  the 
King  longed  moft  pallionately  to  fee  before  he  fhould 
leave  this  world. 
King  James  Thefe  difcourfes,  urged  with  all  the  artifice  and  ad- 
iu  "  drefs  imaginable,  fo  far  wrought  upon  and  prevailed 
with  the  King,  that,  with  lefs  hefitation  than  his  na- 
ture was  accuftomed  to,  and  much  lefs  than  was 
agreeable  to  his  great  wifdom,  he  gave  his  approba- 
tion, and  promifed  that  the  Prince  fhould  make  the 
journey  he  was  fo  mucfT  inclined  to:  whether  he 
did  not  upon  the  fudden  comprehend  the  confe- 
quences,  which  would  naturally  attend  fuch  a  rafh 
undertaking*  or  the  lefs  confidered  them,  becaufe  pro- 
vifions,  which  muft  be  made  for  fuch  a  journey,  both 
with  reference  to  the  cxpencc  and  fccurity  of  it, 
would  take  up  much  time,  and  could  not  be  done  in 
fuch  a  fecret  way,  but  that  the  counfel  itfelf  might  be 
refumed,  when  new  meafures  fhould  be  taken.  But 
this  imagination  was  too  reafonable  not  to  be  forefeen 

by 


OF  THE  REBELLION,  &c.  al 

by  them ;  and  {o  they  ha4  provided  themfelves  ac- 
cordingly.    And  therefore,  as  foon  as  they  had  the 
King's  promife  upon  the  main,  they  told  him,  the  fe- 
curity  of  fuch  a  delign  depended  on  the  expedition^ 
without  which  there  could  be  no  fecrefy  obferved,  or 
hoped  for ;  that,  if  it  were  deferred  till  fuch  a  fleet 
could  be  made  ready,  and  fuch  an  equipage  prepared^ 
as  might  be  fit  for  the  Prince  of  Wales,  fo  much  time 
would  be  fpent,  as  would  difappoint  the  principal  ends 
of  the  journey :  if  they  ihould  fend  for  a  pafs  to  France, 
the  ceremony  in    the  alking  and  granting  it,  an(S 
that  which  would  flow  from  it,  in  his  paflage  through 
that  kingdom,  would  be  at  leaft  liable  to  the  fame 
obje<ftion  of  delay:  befides  that,  according  to  the 
myfteries  and  intrigues  of  fiate,  fuch  a  pafs  could  not 
in  point  of  fecurity  be  reafonably  depended  upon ; 
and  therefore  they  had  thought  of  an  expedient, 
which  would  avoid  all  inconveniences  and  hazards ; 
and  that  it  ihould  be  executed  before  it  ihould  be 
fufpeAed  :  that  it  had  never  hitlierto  been,  in  the 
leaft  degree,  confulted  but  between  themfelves,  (which 
was  really  true ;)  and  therefore,  if  they  now  under-* 
took  the  journey  only  with  two  fervants,  who  ihould^ 
not  know  any  thing  till  the  moment  they  were  to  de-t 
part,  they  might  eafily  pafs  through  FVance,  before 
they  ihould  be  mifTed  at  Whitehall :  which  was  not 
hard  to  be  conceived,  and  fo  with  the  lefa  difquiii- 
tion  was  confented  to  by  the  King :  and  the  farther 
deliberation  of  what  was  more  to  be  done  both  in 
matter  and  manner,  and  the  nomination  of  the  perfoas  . 
who  ihould  attend  them,  and  the  time  for  their  depar-- 
ture,  was  deferred  to  the  confultation  of  the  next  day^ 
When  the  King,,  in  his  retirement,  aAd  by  himielf, 
came  to  revolve  what  had  been  fo  loofely  confulted  be« 

c  3  ibre. 
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fore,  as  he  had  a  wonderful  fagacity  in  fuch  reflec- 
tions, a  thoufand  difficulties  and  dangers  occurred  to 
him,  and  fo  many  precipices,  which  could  hardly  be 
avoided  in  fuch  a  journey.     Befides  thofe  confidera- 
tions,  which  the  violent  afFe<ftion  of  a  father  to  his 
only  fon  fuggefted  to  him,  he  thought  how  ill  an  in- 
fluence it  might  have  on  his  people,  too  much  dif- 
pofed  to  murmur  and  complain  of  the  leaft  inadver- 
tency ;  and  that  they  looked  upon  the  Prince  as  the 
fon  of  the  kingdom,  as  well  as  his  own.     He  consi- 
dered the  reputation  he  fliould  lofe  with  all  foreign 
princes,  (efpecially  if  any  ill  accident  fliould  happen) 
by  fo  much  departing  from  his  dignity  in  expofing 
the  immediate  Heir  of  the  Crown,  his  only  Son,  to  all 
the  dangers,  and  all  the  jealoufies,  which  particular 
malice,  or  that  fathomlefs  abyfs  of  reafon  of  flate, 
might  prepare  and  contrive  againft  him ;  and  then,  in 
how  defperate  a  condition  himfelf  and  his  kingdoms 
fliould  remain,  if  the  Prince  mifcarried  by  fuch  an 
unparalleled  weaknefs  of  his,  contrary  to  the  light  of 
his  underftanding,  as  well  as  the  current  of  his  afifec- 
tions, 

Thefe  reflexions  were  fo  terrible  to  him,  that  they 
robbed  him  of  all  peace  and  quiet  of  mind ;  infomuch 
as  when  the  Prince  and  Dul;:e  came  to  him  about  the 
difpatch,  he  fell  into  a  great  paflion  with  tears,  and  , 
told  them  that  he  was  undone,  and  that  it  would 
break  his  heart,  if  they  purfued  their  refolution ;  that, 
upon  a  true  and  difpaflionate  difquifition  he  had 
made  with  himfelf,  he  was  abundantly  convinced, 
that,  befides  the  almoft  inevitable  hazards  of  the 
Prince's  perfon,  with  whom  his  life  was  bound  up, 
and  befides  the  entire  lofs  of  the  affections  of  his  peo- 
ple, which  would  unavoidably  attend  this  rafli  a(5lion, 

he 
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he  forefaw  it  would  ruin  the  whole  defign^  and  irre- 
coverably break  the  match.     For  whereas  all  thofe 
particulars,  upon  which  he  could  pofitively  and  of 
right  infift,  were  fully  granted,  (for  that,  which  con- 
cerned the  Prince  Eledor,  who  had  unexcufably,  and 
dire^Hy  againft  his  advice,  incurred  the  ban  of  the 
Empire  in  an  imperial  diet,  muft  be  wrought  off  by 
mediation  and  treaty,  could  not  be  infifted  on  in  juf- 
tice,)  nor  could  Spain  make  any  new  demands,  all  the 
overtures  they  had  nmde  being  adjulled ;  the  Ptince 
fhould  no  fooner  arrive  at  Madrid,  than  all  the  arti- 
cles of  the  treaty  fliould  be  laid  afide,  and  new  matter 
be  propofed,  which  had  not  been  yet  mentioned,  and 
could  never  be  confented  to  by  him ;  that  the  treaty 
of  this  marriage,  how  well  foever  received,  and  how 
much  foever  delired  by  the  King  and  his  chief  mi* 
nifters,  was  in  no  degree  acceptable  to  the  Spanifli  na- 
tion in  general,  and  lefs  to  the  court  of  Rome,  where, 
though  the  new  Pope  feemed  more  inclined  to  grant 
the  difpenfation  than  his  predeceflbr  had  been,  it  was 
plain  enough,  that  it  proceeded  only  from  the  ap- 
prehenfion  he  had  to  difpleafe  the  King  of  Spain,  not 
that  he  was  lefs  averfe  from  the  match^  it  having  been 
always  believed,  both  in  Spain  and  in  Rome,  that  this 
marriage  was  to  be  attended  with  a  full  repeal  of  all 
the  penal  laws  againft  the  Papifts,  and  a  plenary  to- 
leration of  the  exercife  of  that  religion  in  England, 
which  they  now  faw  concluded,  without  any  fignal  or 
real  benefit  or  advantage  to  them.     And  therefore 
they  might  expeft,  and  be  confident,  that  when  tljey 
had  the  perfon  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  in  their  hands, 
the  King  of  Spain  (though  in  his  own  nature  and  in- 
clinations full  of  honour  and  juftice)  would  be  even 
compelled  by  his  clergy  (who  had  always  a  great  in- 
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iluence  upon  the  counfela  of  that  kingdom)  and  the 
importunities  from  Rome,  who  would  tell  him,  that 
God  had  put  it  now  into  his  hand  to  adrance  the  Ca-r 
tholic  caufe,  to  make  new  demands  for  thc^e  of  that  re^ 
ligion  here;  which,  though  he  could  never  confent  to^ 
would  at  heft  interpofe  fuch  delays  in  the  marriage, 
that  he  fliould  never  live  to  fee  it  brought  to  pds, 
nor  probably  to  fee  his  fon  return  again  from  Spain. 
Then  he  put  the  Duke  in  mind  (whom  he  hitherto 
believed  only  to  comply  with  the  Prince  to  ohHgQ 
him,  after  a  long  alienation  from  his  favour)  how  in- 
evitable his  ruin  muft  be,  by  the  eflFeA  of  this  coun" 
fel,  how  ungracious  he  was  already  with  the  people, 
and  how  many  enemies  he  had  amongft  the  greateft 
perfons  of  the  nobility,  who  would  make  fuch  ufe  of 
this  occafion,  that  it  would  not  be  m  his  Majefty's 
power  to  prote(9L  him.  And  then  he  concluded  with 
the  diforder  and  paffion,  with  which  he  begun,  with 
fighs  and  tears,  to  conjure  then^,  that  they  would  no 
more  prefs  him  to  give  hb  confent  to  a  thing  fo  con- 
trary to  his  reafon,  and  underftanding,  and  intereft, 
the  execution  whereof  would  break  his  heart,  and 
that  they  would  give  over  any  further  purfuit  of  it. 

The  Prince  and  the  Duke  took  not  the  pains  to 
anfwer  ^y  of  the  reafons  his  Mayefty  had  iniifted  on ; 
his  Highnefs  only  putting  him  in  mind  of  the  promife 
he  had  made  to  him  the  day  before,  which  was  fo  &- 
cred,  that  he  hoped  he  would  not  violate  it ;  which  if 
he  ihould^  it  would  make  him  xiever  think  more  of 
marriage.  The  Duke,  who  better  knew  what  kind  of 
arguments  were  of  prevalence  with  him,  treated  him 
more  rudely;  told  him,  nobody  could  believe  any  thing 
he  faid,  when  he  retradled  fo  foon  the  promife  he  had 
fo  folemnly  made;  that  he  plainly  difcerned,  that  it  pro- 
ceeded 
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ceeded  firotii  another  breach  of  his  word,  in  coneunti* 
nicating  with  fome  rafcal,  who  had  furntihed  hitn 
with  thofe  pitiM  reafona  he  had  alleged;  and  he 
doubted  not  but  he  fhonld  herea0:er  know  who  hi» 
counfeUor  ha;d  been :  that  if  he  receded  from  what 
he  had  pfomifed^  k  would  be  fuch  a  difobligation  to 
the  Prince,  who  had  fet  his  heart  now  upon  the  jour^ 
ney,  after  his  Majefty's  approbation,  that  he  could 
never  forget  it,  nor  for^ve  any  man  who  had  been 
the  caufe  of  it. 

The  Prince,  who  had  always  expreflcd  the  higheft 
duty  and  reverence  towards  the  King,  by  his  humble 
and  importunate  entreaty,  and  the  Duke  by  his 
rougher  dialed,  in  the  end  prevailed  fo  far,  (after  hia 
Majefty  had  paffionately,  and  with  many  oaths,  re-i 
Bounced  the  having  communicated  the  matter  with 
any  perfon  living,)  that  the  debate  was  again  refiimed 
upon  the  journey,  which  they  earnefUy  defired  might 
not  be  deferred,  but  that  they  might  take  their  leaves 
of  the  Kiqtg  within  two  days,  in  which  they  would 
have  all  things  ready  that  were  necefiary,  his  High-- 
nefs  pretending  to  fymt  at  Theobald's,  and  the  Duke 
to  take  phyfic  at  CheUea. 

They  told  him,  that  being  to  have  only  two  more 
in  their  company,  as  was  before  refolved,  they  had 
thought  (if  he  dpptOYcd  them)  upon  Sir  Francis  Cot- 
tington  and  Endymion  Porter,  who,  though  they 
might  iafely,  ihould  not  be  trufted  with  the  fecret, 
till  they  were  even  ready  to  be  embarked.  The  per- 
fons  were  both  grate&l  to  the  Kiag,  the  former  hav« 
ing  been  long  his  Majefty's  agent  in  the  court  of 
>  Spwi,  and  was  now  fecretary  to  the  Prince;  the 
other,  having  been  bred  in  Madrid,  after  many  years 
attendance  upon  the  Duke,  was  now  one  of  the  bed- 
chamber 
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chamber  to  the  Prince :  fo  that  his  Majefly  cheer- 
fully approved  the  eledion  they  had  made^  and 
wifhed  it  might  be  prefently  imparted  to  them  ;  fay- 
ing, that  many  things  would  occur  to  them,  as  necef- 
iary  to  the  journey,  that  they  two  would  never  think 
of;  and  took  that  occafion  to  fend  for  Sir  Francis 
Cottington  to  come  prefently  to  him,  (whilft  the 
other  two  remained  with  him),  who,  being  of  cuftom 
waiting  in  the  outward  room,  was  quickly  brought  in  ; 
whilft  the  Duke  whifpered  the  Prince  in  the  ear,  that 
Cottington  would  be  againft  the  journey,  and  his 
Highnefs  anfwered  he  durft  not. 

The  King  told  him,  that  he  had  always  been  an 
honeft  man,  and  therefore  he  was  now  to  truft  him  in 
an  affair  of  the  higheft  importance,  which  he  was  not 
upon  his  life  to  difclofe  to  any  man  alive  ;  then  faid 
to  him,  ^^  Cottington,  here  is  baby  Charles  arid  Stenny," 
(an  appellation  he  always  ufed  of  and  towards  the 
Duke,)  *^  who  have  a  great  mind  to  go  by  poft  into 
^^  Spain,  to  fetch  home  the  Infanta,  and  will  have  but 
*^  two  more  in  their  company,  and  have  chofen  you  for 
*'  one.  What  think  you  of  the  journey  ?"  He  often 
protefted  fince,  that  when  he  heard  the  King,  he  fell 
into  fuch  a  trembling,  that  he  could  hardly  fpeak.  But 
when  the  King  commanded  him  to  anfwer  him,  what 
he  thought  of  the  journey,  he  replied,  that  he  could 
not  think  well  of  it,  and  that  he  believed  it  would  ren- 
der all  that  had  been  done  towards  the  match  fruitlefs: 
for  that  Spain  would  no  longer  think  themfelves 
obliged  by  thofe  articles,  but  that,  when  they  had 
the  Prince  in  their  hands,  'they  would  make  new 
overtures,  which  they  believed  more  advantageous  to 
them ;  amongft  which  they  muft  look  for  many  that 
would  concern  religion,  and  the  exercife  of  it  in  Eag- 

land« 
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land.  Upon  which  the  King  thsew  himfelf  upon  his 
bed,  and  faid,  '^  I  told  you  this  before,"  and  fell  into 
new  paffion  and  lamentation,  that  he  was  undone  and 
ihould  lofe  baby  Charles. 

There  appeared  difpleafure  and  anger  enough  in 
the  countenances  both  of  the  Prince  and  Duke ; 
the  latter  faying,  that  as  foon  as  the  King  fent  for 
him,  he  whifpered  the  Prince  in  the  ear,  that  he 
would  be  againft  it ;  that  he  knew  his  pride  well 
enough ;  and  that,  becaufe  he  had  not  been  firft  ad- 
vifed  with,  he  was  refolved  to  diflike  it ;  and  there- 
fore he  reproached  Cottington  with  all  poflible  bitter- 
nefs  of  words ;  told  him  the  King  afked  him  only  of 
the  journey,  and  which  would  be  the  beft  way,  of 
which  he  might  be  a  competent  counfellor,  having 
made  the  way  fo  often  by  poft  :  but  that  he  had  the 
prefumption  to  give  his  advice  upon  matter  of  ftate, 
and  againft  his  Mafter,  without  being  called  to  it, 
which  he  fliould  repent  as  long  as  he  lived ;  with  a 
thoufand  new  reproaches,  which  put  the  poor  King 
into  a  new  agony  on  the  behalf  of  a  fervant,  who  h« 
forefaw  would  fufFer  for  anfwering  him  honeftly.  Upon 
which  he  faid,  with  fome  commotion,  "  Nay,  by  God, 
*^  Stenny,  you  are  very  much  to  blame  to  ufe  him  fo. 
^^  He  anfwered  me  dire <ftly  to  the  queftion  I  aflced  him, 
"  and  very  honeftly  and  wifely  :  and  yet  you  know  he 
*^  faid  no  more  than  I  told  you,  before  he  was  called 
**  in."  However,  after  all  this  paffion  on  both  parts, 
the  King  yielded,  and  the  journey  was  at  that  confer- 
ence agreed  on,  and  all  directions  given  according  to 
Sir  Francis  Cottington ;  the  King  having  now  plainly 
difcovered,  that  the  whble  intrigue  was  originally 
contrived  by  the  Duke,  and  fo  violently  purfued  by 
his  fpirit  and  impetuofity. 

The 
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The  manner^  circumftances,  and  conclufion  of  that 
Toyage^  with  the  extraordinary  accidents  that  hap* 
pened  in  it^  will  no  doubt  be  at  large  remembered  by 
whofoever  Ihall  have  the  courage  to  write  the  tranf* 
aftibns  of  that  time,  with  that  integrity  he  ought  to 
do :  in  which  it  will  manifeftly  appear,  how  much  of 
the  prophet  was  in  the  wifdom  of  the  King ;  and 
that  that  dcfigned  marriage,  which  had  been  lb  many 
years  in  treaty,  even  from  the  death  of  Prince  Harry, 
^nd  fo  near  concluded,  was  folely*  brcdeen  by  that 
journey ;  which,  with  the  paiiages  before  mentioned. 
King  James  never  forgave  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  ; 
but  reta'med  as  iharp  a  memory  of  it  as  his  nature 
could  contain. 

This  indifpofition  of  the  King  towards  the  Duke 
was  exceedingly  increafed  and  aggravated  upon  and 
after  the  Princess  return  out  of  Spain.  For  though 
it  brought  infinite  joy  and  delight  to  his  Majefty, 
which  he  exprei£bd  in  all  imaginable  tranfport,  and 
was  the  argument  of  the  loudeft  and  moft  univerfal 
fejoicing  over  the  whole  kingdom,  that  the  nation 
liad  ever  been  acquainted  with ;  in  which  the  Duke 
had  fo  full  a  harveft,  that  the  imprudence  and  pre* 
fimiption  (to  fay  no  more)  of  carrying  the  Prince 
into  Spain  was  totally  forgotten,  or  not  remembered 
with  any  reference  to  him,  and  the  high  merit  and 
inefHmable  obligation,  in  bringing  him  home,  was  re-* 
membered,  minified,  and  celebrated  by  all  men  in 
all  places ;  yet  the  King  was  wonderfully  difquieted, 
when  he  found  (which  he  had  not  before  their  return 
fu^eAed)  that  the  Prince  was  totally  aliened  from  all 
thoughts  of,  or  inclination  to,  the  marriage  -,  and  that 
they  were  refolved  to  break  it,  with  or  without  his 
approbation  or  confent.    And  in  this  the  Duke  re* 

fumed 
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fumed  the  fame  impetuofity  he  had  fo  much  iti'* 
dulged  to  himfelf  in  the  debate  of  the  journey  into 
Spain. 

The  King  had,  upon  the  Princess  return,  iflued^^^^^*- 
Cut  writs  to  call  a  Parliament,  which  was  in  the  twenty-  called  afte? 
firft  year  of  his  reign,  thinking  it  neceflary,  with  rcla-  rctura. 
tion  to  the  perplexities  he  was  in,  for  the  breach  of  this 
match  with  Spain,  (which  he  forelkw  muft  enfue),  and 
the  fad  condition  of  his  only  Daughter  in  Germany, 
with  her  numerous  iffue,  to  receive  their  grave  ad- 
vice. By  the  time  the  Parliament  could  meet,  the 
Prince's  entire  confidence  being  repofed  ftill  in  the 
Duke,  as  the  King's  feemed  to  be,  the  Duke  had 
wrought  himfelf  into  the  very  great  efleem  and  con- 
fidence of  the  principal  members  of  l)oth  Houfes  of 
Parliament,  who  were  moft  like  to  be  the  leading 
men,  and  had  all  a  defire  to  have  as  much  reputation 
in  the  Court,  as  they  had  in  the  country.  It  was  very 
reafonably  thought  neceflary,  that  as  the  King  would^ 
at  the  opening  of  the  Parliament,  make  mention  of 
the  treaty  with  Spain,  and  more  at  large  of  his 
Daughter's  being  driven  out  of  the  Palatinate,  which 
would  require  their  afllftance  and  aid ;  fo  that  the 
Prince  and  Duke  fhould  afterwards,  to  one  or  both 
Houfes,  as  occafion  fhould  be  of&red,  make  a  relation 
of  what  had  pafTed  in  Spain,  efpecially  concerning 
the  Palatinate  :  that  fo  the  Houfes  being  put  into 
fome  method  and  order  of  their  future  debate,  they 
might  be  more  eafily  regulated,  than  if  they  were  in 
the  beginning  left  to  that  liberty,  wliich  they  natu- 
rally afFefted^  and  from  which  they  would  not  be  re- 
ftrained,  but  in  fuch  a  manner  as  would  be  grateful 
to  themfelvcs. 

Things  being  thus  concerted,  after  the  Houfes  had 

been 
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been  three  or  four  days  together,  (for  in  that  time 
fome  days  were  always  fpent  in  the  formality  of  nam- 
ing committees,  and  providing  for  common  occur- 
rences, before  they  made  an  entrance  upon  more  fo- 
lemn  debates,)  the  Prince  began  to  fpeak  of   the 
Spanifli  affairs,  and  of  his  own  journey  thither ;  and 
forgot  not  to  mention  the  Duke  with  more  than  ordi- 
nary aiteAion.     Whereupon  it  was  thought  fit,  that 
the  whole  affair,  which  was  likewife  to  be  the  princi- 
pal fubjeft  matter  of  all  their  confultations,  ihould 
be  Hated  and  enlarged  upon,  in  a  conference  between 
the  two  Houfes,  which  his  Highnefs  and  the  Duke 
were  defircd  to  manage.    How  little  notice  foever 
any  body  elfe  could  take  of  the  change,  the  Duke 
himfelf  too  well  knew  the  hearty  refentment  the  King 
had  of  what  had  pafied,  and  the  affecSlion  he  ftill  had 
for  the  Spanifli  treaty;  and  therefore  he  had  done, 
and  rcfolved  ftill  to  do,  all  he  could,  to  make  himfelf 
grateful  to  the  Parliament,  and  popular  amongft  the 
people,  who  he  knew  had  always  detefted  the  match 
with  Spain,  or  in  truth  any  alliance  with  that  nation. 
The  ^  So  when,  at  the  conference,  the  Prince  had  made  a 

and  Duke's  fliort  introduftion  to  the  bufinefs,  and  faid  fome  very 
the joum^  kind  things  of  the  Duke,  of  his  wonderful  care  of 
fcrcncrbc.^^"^  w^^^^^  he  was  in  Spain/ and  the  great  dexterity 
H^  **^^^he  ufed  ih  getting  him.  away^  he  referred  the  whole 
relation  to  him ;  who  faid^  ^*  That  the  true  ground  of 
"  the  Prince's  journey  into   Spain,  which   he  well 
*'  knew  had   begot  fuch  a  terrible  panting  in  the 
"  hearts  of  all  good  Engliflipien,  had  been  only  ta 
^^  make  a  clear  difcovery  of  the  lincerity  of  the  Spa- 
^'  niard,  and,  if  his  intentions  were  real,  to  put  a  fpeedy 
"  end  to  it  by  marrying  of  the  lady  upon  the  place  ; 
^^  if  he  found  it  otherwife,  to  put  his  father  and  him- 

''  fclf 
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^^  felf  at  liberty  to  difpofe  of  himfelf  in  fome  othef 
^^  place.  That  the  AmbaiTador^  in  whofe  hands  that 
^^  great  affair  was  folely  nlanaged,  when  in  one  dif- 
^^  patch  he  writ  that  all  was  concluded,  in  the  next 
*^  ufed  to  give  an  account  of  new  difficulties,  and  new 
^'  demands  j  and,  when  all  things  ^Vere  adjufted  at 
'^  Madrid,  fome  unexpe6led  fcruples  difcovered  them- 
^^  felves  at  Rome,  with  which  the  councils  in  Spain 
'^  feemed  to  be  furprifed,  and  appeared  to  be  con- 
^'  founded^  and  not  to  know  what  to  fay.  Thefe  ebbs 
^^  and  floods  made  the  Prince  apprehend,  that  the 
^^  purpofewas  to  amufe  us,  whilft  they  had  other  de^ 
"  ligns  in  fecret  agitation.  And  thereupon,  that  hia 
^^  Highnefs  had  prevailed  with  his  father  (how  un-* 
^^  willing  foever)  to  permit  him  to  make  the  jour- 
^'  ney>  that  he  might  make  that  ufeful  difcovery, 
^^  which  could  not  otherwife  be  made  in  any  feafon- 
"  able  time. 

'*  That  they  no  fooner  came  to  Madrid,  than  they 
"  difcovered  (thovgh  the  Prince  was  treated  with  all 
'^  the  refpeA  due  to  his  greatnefs,  and  the  obligation 
*^  he  had  laid  upon  that  nation)  that  there  had  never 
"  been  any  real  purpofe  that  the  Infanta  Ihould  be 
^*  given  to  him  t  that,  during  fo  long  an  abode  as  his 
"  Highnefs  made  there,  they  had  never  procured  the 
"  difpenfation  from  Rome,  which  they  might  eafily 
"  have  done  :  and  that,  at  laft,  upon  the  death  of  the 
*'  Pope,  Gregory  XV.  the  whole  procefs  was  to  begin 
^^  again,  and  would  be  tranfa<Sled  with  the  formalitieS| 
*^  which  they  Ihould  find  neceflary  to  their  other  af- 
"  fairs.  That,  inftead  of  proceeding  upon  the  articles, 
^'  which  had  been  pretended  to  be  concluded,  they 
'^  urged  nothing  but  new  demands,  and  in  matters  of 
*^  religion  fo  peremptorily,  tlut  the  principal  clergy- 

*'  men. 
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**  men,  and  the  moft  eminent  of  that  King's  preach- 
**  ers,  had  frequent  conference^  with  the  Prince,  to 
*^  perfuade  him  to  change  his  religion,  and  become  a 
•*  Papift.  And,  in  order  to  move  him  the  more  fuc- 
"  cefsfuUy  thereimto,  they  procured  the  tope  to 
**  write  a  letter  himfelf  to  his  Highnefs,  putting  him 
*^  in  mind  of  the  religion  of  his  anceftors  and  proge- 
^^  nitors,  and  conjuring  him  to  retdrn  to  the  fame 
"  faith :  but  that  it  had  pleafed  Grod  not  only  to  give 
*^the  Prince  a  conftant  and  unihaken  heart  in  his 
*<  religion,  but  fuch  wonderful  abilities  to  defend  the 
^^  fame  in  his  difcourfe  and  argumentj^  that  they 
^'  ftood  amazed  to  hear  him,  and  upon  the  matter 
«*  confeiled,  that  they  were  not  able  to  anfiver  him* 

**  That  they  would  not  fuffer  the  Prince  to  confer 
^*  with,  or  fo  much  as  to  fpeak  to  hardly,  and  very 
*^  rarely  to  fee  his  miftrefs,  whotn  they  pretended  he 
•^  Ihould  forthwith  marry*  That  they  could  never 
''  obtain  any  better  anfwer  in  the  bufineis  of  the  Pa- 
*^  latinate,  than  that  the  reftoring  it  was  not  in  the 
**  power  of  that  King,  though  it  had  been  taken  by 
"  the  fole  power  of  Spain,  and  the  Spanish  army,  un- 
'*  der  the  command  of  the  Marquis  Spinola,  who  was 
^*  then  in  the  entire  pofieilion  of  it :  but  that  his  Ca- 
•*  tholic  Majefty  would  ufe  his  interpofition,  with  all 
**  the  credit  he  had  with  the  Emperor  and  Duke  of 
.  **  Bavaria,  without  whofe  joint  confent  it  could  not  be 
^  done,  and  whofe  confent  he  hoped  to  obtain :  but 
**  that  he  was  well  aflured,  that  there  was  no  more 
**  real  intention  in  that  point  of  reftitution,  than  in 
^^  the  other  of  marriage ;  and  that  the  Palatinate  could 
**  not  be  hoped  to  be  recovered  any  other  way  than 
"  by  force,  which  would  eafily  bring  it  to  pafs." 

Throughout  his  whole  difcourfe  he  made  frequent 

reflexions 
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reflexions  upon  the  Earl  of  Brtftol^  as  if  he  very  well 
knew  the  Spaniards  purpofes  in  the  whole^  and  con- 
curred with  them  in  it.  **  That  he  was  fo  much  trou- 
**  bled  when  he  firft  faw  the  Prince,  who  alighted  at 
^^  his  houfe^  that  he  could  not  contain  himfelf^  but 
^^  wiihed  that  his  Highnefs  were  at  home  again ;  that 
'^  he  had  afterv^'ards,  when  he  found  that  his  High- 
'^  nels  liked  the  Infanta,  perfuaded  him  in  private  that 
^'  he  would  become  a  Papift;  and  that,  without  chang- 
^^  ing  his  religion,  it  would  not  be  poifible  ever  to 
'*  compafs  that  marriage.*' 

He  told  them,  «  That  the  King  had  fent  for  the 
'^  Earl  to  return  home,  where  he  Ihould  be  called  to 
'*  account  for  all  his  mifcarriages."  Whereas  in  truth 
the  King  had  recalled  him  rather  to  aflift  him  againft 
the  Duke,  than  to  expofe  him  to  his  malice  and  fury; 
his  Majefty  having  a  great  efleem  of  that  EarFs  fide- 
lity to  him,  and  of  his  great  abilities. 

^  The  dbnference  ended  in  a  wonderful  applaufe,  inrhcPariia. 
both  Houfes,  of  the  Prince  and  Duke's  behaviour  andiUJion^'^^ 
carriage  throughout  the  affair,  and  in  a  hafly  refo-^'^^^^^Jj^^ 
lution  to  difTuade  the  King  from  entertaining  any  far-Spwn. 
ther  motions  towards  the  match,  and  frankly  and  re- 
folutely  to  enter  into  a  war  with  Spain ;   towards  the    * 
carrying  on  of  which  they  raifed  great  mountains  of 
promifes,  and,  prevailing  in  the  firlt,  never  remem- 
bered to  make  good  the  latter ;  which  too  often  falls 
out  in  fuch  counfels. 

When  King  James  was  informed  of  what  the  Duke  King 
had  fo  confidently  avowed,  for  which  he  had  not  au-p^">P*'" 
thority,  or  the  leafl:  dire<ftion  from  him,  and  a  great J^<*»^p|^- 
part  whereof  himfelf  knew  to  be  untrue ;  and  that  he  the  Duke 
had  advifed  an  utter  breach  of  the  treaty,  and  to  en-SSSion" 
ter  upon  a  war  with  Spain,  he  was  infinitely  offended; 

VOL.  I.  D  fo 
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fo  that  he  wanted  only  a  refolutc  and  brifk  coun- 
fellor  to  aflifi  him  in  deftroying  the  Duke :  and  fuch 
a  one  he  promifed  himfelf  in  the  arrival  of  the  Earl  of 
Briftol,  whom  he  expedted  every  day. 
The  Earl  of     His  Majeftv  had   another  exception  againft  the 
his  rife  and  Duke^  which  touched  mm  as  near,  and  m  which  he 
*'  enlarged  himfelf  much  more.    Lionel  Cranfeild,  who, 

though  extracted  .from  a  Gentleman's  family,  had 
been  bred  in  the  city,  and,  being  a  man  of  great  wit 
and  under ftanding  in  all  the  myfteries  of  trade,  had 
found  means  to  work  himfelf  into  the  good  opinion 
and  favour  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham ;  and  hav- 
ing Ihortly  after  married  a  near  relation  of  the 
Duke's,  with  wonderful  expedition  was  made  a  Privy- 
Coxmfellor,  Mafter  of  the  Wardrobe,  Mafter  of  the 
Wards,  and,  without  parting  with  any  of  thefe,  was 
now  become  Lord  High  Treafurer  of  England,  and 
Earl  of  Middlefex,  and  had  gained  fo  much  credit 
with  the  King,  (being  in  truth  a  man  of  great  parts 
and  notable  dexterity),  that,  during  the  Duke's  ab- 
fence  in  Spain,  he  was  not  only  negligent  in  the  iifuing 
out  fuch  fums  of  money  as  were  neceflary  for  the 
defraying  thofe  unlimited  expences,  and  to  corre- 
fpond  with  him  with  that  deference  he  had  ufed  to 
do,  but  had  the  courage  to  difpute  his  conmiands^ 
and  to  appeal  to  the  King,  whofe  ear  was  always  in- 
clined to  him,  and  in  whom  he  begun  to  believe 
himfelf  fo  far  faftened,  that  he  fhould  not  fland  in 
need  of  the  future  fupport  of  the  fevourite.  And  of 
all  this  the  Duke  could  not  be  without  ample  inform- 
ation, as  well  from  his  own  creatures,  who  were  near 
enough  to  obferve,  as  from  others ;  who,  caring  for 
neither  of  them,  were  more  fcandalized  at  fo  precipi- 
tate a  promotion  of  a  perfon  of  fuch  an  education, 

and 
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and  whom  they  had  long  known  fo  much  their  infe- 
rior^ though  it  could  not  be  denied^  that  he  filled  the 
places  he  held  with  great  abilities. 

The  Duke  no  fooner  found  the  Parliament  difpefed 
to  a  good  opinion  of  him^  and  being  well  aflured  of 
the  Prince's  faft  kindnefs,  than  he  projefted  the  I'uin 
of  this  bold  rival  of  his,  of  whom  he  faw  clearly 
enough  that  the  King  had  fo  good  an  opinion^  that  it 
would  not  be  in  his  fole  power  to  crufh  him^  as  he 
had  done  others  in  the  fame  and  as  high  a  ilation. 
And  fo  he  eafily  procured  fome  leading  men  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  to  caufe  an  impeachment  for  fe- 
veral  corruptions  and  mifdemeanors  to  be  fent  up  to 
the  Houfe  of  Peers  againft  that  great  Minifter,  whom 
they  had  fo  lately  known  their  equal  in  that  Houfe ; 
which  (belides  their  natural  inclination  to  that  kind 
of  corredlion)  difpofed  them  with  great  alacrity  to 
this  profecution.  The  wife  King  knew  well  enough 
the  ill  confequence  that  muft  attend  fuch  an  activity; 
and  that  it  would  ihake  his  ovyn  authority  in  the 
choice  of  his  own  minifters,  when  they  fliould  find, 
that  their  fecurity  did  not  depend  folely  upon  his  own 
protedlion  :  which  breach  upon  his  kingly  power  was 
fo  much  without  a  precedent,  (except  one  unhappy, 
one  made  three  years  before,  to  gratify  likewifc  a 
private  difpleafure),  that  the  like  had  not  been  prac- 
tifed  in  very  many  years. 

When  this  profecution  was  firil  entered  upon,  and 
that  the  King  clearly  difcerned  it  was  contrived  by 
the  Duke,  and  that  he  had  likewife  prevailed  with  the 
Prince  to  be  well  pleafed  with  it ;  his  Majefty  fent 
for  them,  and  with  much  warmth  and  paffion  dif-* 
fuaded  them  from  appearing  fanher  in  it ;  and  con* 
jured  them  '^to  ufe  all  their  iatereft  and  authority 

pa  ^*  to 
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'^  to  reftrain  it^  as  fuch  a  wound  to  the  Crown^  that 
'^  would  not  be  eafily  healed."  And  when  he  found 
the  Duke  unmoved  by  all  the  confiderations,  and  ar- 
guments^ and  commands  he  had  offered,  he  faid,  in 
great  choler,  "  By  God,  Stenny,  you  are  a  fooU  and 
'^  will  fliortly  repent  this  folly,  and  will  find,  that,  in 
•^  this  fit  of  popularity,  you  are  making  a  rod,  with 
'^  which  you  will  befcourged  yourfelf.'*  And  turning 
in  fome  anger  to  the  Prince,  told  him,  "  That  he 
^^  would  live  to  have  his  belly  full  of  parliament  im- 
*'  peachments :  and  when  I  fhall  be  dead,  you  will 
'f  have  too  much  caufe  to  remember,  how  much  you 
*^  have  contributed  to  the  weakening  of  the  Crown, 
^*  by  the  two  precedents  you  are  now  fo  fond  of;'* 
intending  as  well  the  engaging  the  Parliament  in  the 
war,  as  the  profecution  of  the  Earl  of  Middlefex. 

But  the  Duke*s  power  (fupported  by  the  Princess 
countenance)  was  grown  fo  great  in  the  two  Houfes, 
that  it  was  in  vain  for  the  King  to  interpofe  ;  and  fo 
(notwithflanding  fo  gOQd  a  defence  made  by  the 
Earl,  that  he  was  abfolved  from  any  notorious  crime 
by  the  impsutial  opinion  of  many  of  thofe  who 
heard  all  the  evidence)  he  was  at  lafl  condemned  in  a 
great  fine  to  a  long  and  ftrift  imprifonment,  and  ne- 
^er  to  lit  in  Parliament  during  his  life :  a  claufe  of 
fuch  a  nature  as  was  never  before  foimd  in  any  judg- 
ment of  Parliament,  and,  in  truth,  not  to  be  infii<5ted 
upon  any  Peer  but  by  attainder. 

How  much  alienated  foever  the  King's  afFedion 
was  in  truth  from  the  Duke,  upon  thefe  three  provo- 
cations; I.  The  Prince's  journey  into  Spain  ;  a.  The 
engaging  the  Parliament  to  break  the  match  and 
treaty  with  Spain,  and  to  make  a  war  againft  that 
crown ;  and  3.  The  facrificing  the  Earl  of  Middle- 
fex 
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fex  in  fuch  a  manner,  upon  his  own  ftnimofky  $  ye€ 
he  was  fo  far  from  thinking  fit  to  manifeft  it,  (except 
in  whifpers  to  very  few  men),  that  he  was  prevailed 
with  to  reftrain  the  Earl  of  Briftol  upon  his  iirft  ar-* 
rival,  without  permitting  him  to  come  into  his  pre^ 
fence,  which  he  had  poiitively  promifed,  and  refolved 
to  do ;  and  in  the  end  fujffered  his  Attorney  General  The  Etri  of 
to  exhibit  a  charge  of  high  treafon,  in  his  Majefty's  cured  in 
name,  againft  the  faid  Earl,  who  wa&^thereupon  com-^**""*^ 
mitted  to  the  Tower ;   but  fo  little  dejeAed  with  it, 
that  he  anfwered  the  articles  with  great  fteadinefs  and 
unconcernednefs,  and  exhibited  another  charge  of  accuCm  the 
high  treafon  againft  the  Duke  in  many  particulars. 

And  in  this  order  and  method  the  war  was  haftily 
entered  into  againft  Spain,  and  a  new  treaty  fet  on 
foot  for  the  Prince  of  Wales  with  the  daughter  of 
France ;  which  was  quickly  concluded,  though  not 
fully  completed  till  after  the  death  of  King  James  j 
who,  in  the  fpring  following,  aftcjr  a  Ihort  indifpo^ 
iition  by  the  gout,  fell  into  an  ague,  which,  meeting 
many  humours  in  a  fat,  imwieldy  body  of  fifty- eight 
years  old,  in  four  or  five  fits  carried  him  out  of  the  k.  Jamct 
world.  After  whofe  death  many  fcandalous  and  libel-***"* 
lous  difcourfes  were  raifed,  without  the  leaft  colour  or 
ground ;  as  appeared  upon  the  ftridleft  and  moft  ma- 
licious examination  that  could  be  made,  long  after, 
in  a  time  of  licence,  when  nobody  was  afraid  of  of* 
fending  majefty,  and  when  profecuting  the  higheft 
reproaches  and  contumelies  againft  the  royal  family 
was  held  very  meritorious. 

Upon  the  death  of  King  James,  Charles  Prince  of  wncc 
Wales  fucceeded  to  the  Crown,  with  as  univerfal  a^iStim^ 
joy  in  the  people  as  can  be  imagined,  and  in  a  con-^^^PjjJj^ 
jundtute,  when  all  the  other  parts  of  Chriftendom,mftivour. 

n  3  being 
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being  engaged  in  war>  were  very  felicitous  for  his 
fri'endfhip;  and  the  more,  becaufe  he  had  already 
difcovered  an  aftivity,  that  was  not  like  to  fufFer  him 
to  fit  ftill.  The  Duke  continued  in  the  fame  degree 
of  favour  at  the  leaft  with  the  fon,  which  he  had  enjoy- 
ed fo  many  years  under  the  father.  A  rare  felicity !  fel- 
dom  known,  and  in  which  the  expectation  of  very 
many  was  exceedingly  difappointed ;  who,  knowing 
the  great  jealoufy  and  indignation  that  the  Prince 
had  heretofore  conceived  againft  the  Duke,  for  hav- 
ing been  once  very  near  ftriking  him,  expeAed  that 
he  would  now  remember  that  infolence^  of  which  he 
then  fo  often  complained  ;  without  confidering  the 
opportunity  the  Duke  had,  by  the  converfation  with 
the  Prince,  during  his  journey  into  Spain,  (which  was 
fo  grateful  to  him),  and  whilft  he  was  there,  to  wipe 
out  the  memory  of  all  former  overfights,  by  making 
them  appear  to  be  of  a  lefs  magnitude  than  they  had 
been  underflood  before,  and  to  be  excufable  from 
other  caufes,  flill  being  feverc  enough  to  himfelf  for 
his  unwary  part,  whatfoever  excufes  he  might  make 
for  the  excefs  ;  and  by  this  means  to  make  new  vows 
for  himfelf,  and  to  tie  new  knots  to  reflrain  the 
Prince  from  future  jealoufies.  And  it  is  very  true, 
his  hopes  in  this  kind  never  failed  him  ;  the  new 
King,  from  the  death  of  the  old  even  to  the  death  of 
the  Duke  himfelf,  difcovering  the  mofl  entire  confi- 
dence in,  and  even  fricndlhip  to  him,  that  ever  King 
had  fhewed  to  any  fubjeft :  all  preferments  in  Church 
and  State  given  by  him;  all  his  kindred  and  friends 
promoted  to  the  degree  in  honour,  or  riches,  or  of- 
fices, that  he  thought  fit,  and  all  his  enemies  and  en* 
viers  difcountenanced  as  he  appointed. 

But  a  Parliament  was  necefiary  to  be  called,  as  at 

the 
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the  entrance  of  all  Kings  to  the  Crown,  for  the  con-chafics'i 
tinuance  of  fome  fupplies  and  revenue  to  the  King,  firft  Par. 
which  have  been  ftill  ufcd  to  be  granted  in  that  fea- called, 
fon.     And  now  he  quickly  found  how  prophetic  the 
laft  King's  predidlions  had  proved,  and  were  like  to 
prove.    The  Parliament  that  had  fo  ralhly  advanced 
the  war,  and  fo  paffionately  adhered  to  his  perfon, 
was  now  no  more  ;   and  though  the  Houfe  of  Peers 
conlifted  ftill  of  the  fame  men,  and  moft  of  the  prin- 
cipal men  Of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  again  deA- 
ed  to  ferve  in  this  Parliament,  yet  they  were  far  from 
wedding  the  war,  or  taking  themfelves  to  be  concerned  - 
to  make;  good  any  declaration  made  by  the  former :  fo 
that,  though  the  war  was  entered  in,  all  hope  of  obtain- 
ing money  to  carry  it  on  was  even  defperate  ;  and  the 
affe<5lion  they  had  for  the  Duke  and  confidence  in 
him  was  not  then  fo  manifeft,  as  the  prejudice  they 
had  now,  and  animofity  againft  him,  was  vifible  to  all 
the  world : .  all  the  aAions  of  his  life  ripped  up  and 
furveyed,  ^nd  all  malicious  glofTes  made  upon  all  he 
had  faid .  and  all  he  had  done  :    votes  and  remon- 
ftrances  paffed  againft  him  as  an  enemy  to  the  pub- 
lic ;  ^  and  his  ill  management  made  the  ground  of 
their  refufal  to  give  the  King  that  fupply  he  had  rea- 
fon,  to  expec^  and  was  abfolutely  ii^eceffary  to  the 
ftate  he  was  in.    And  this  kind  of  treatment  was  fo  ill 
fuited  to  the  Duke*s  great  fpirit,  which  indeed  might 
have  eafily  been  bowed,  but  could  very  hardly  be 
broken,  that  it  wrought  contrary  efFefts  upon  his  high 
mind,  and  his  indignation,  to  find  himfelf  fo  ufed  by 
the  fame  men.     For  they  who  flattered  him  moft  be- 
fore, mentioned  him  now  with  the  greateft  bitternefs 
and  acrimony;    and  the  fame  men  who  had  called 
him  Qur  faviour,  for  bringing  the  Prince  (afe  out  of 
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Spain,  called  him  now  the  corrapter  of  the  King,  znd 
betrayer  of  the  liberties  of  the  people,  ivilhout  im- 
puting  the  leiafl  crime  to  him,  to  have  been  commit- 
ted fince  the  time  of  that  exalted  adulation,  or  that 
was  not  then  as  much  known  to  them,  as  it  could  be 
now ;  fo  fiudluating  and  unfteady  a  teftimony  is  the 
^l^laufe  of  popular  councils. 
ThatPirVi*.    This  indignation,  I  fay,  fo  tranfported  the  Duke, 
^e^niuLt    that  he  thought  neceifary  to  publifh  and  manifeft  a 
^^J^oTgreater  contempt  of  them  than  he  Ihould  have  done  ; 
the  Duke,  caufing  this  and  the  next  Parliament  to  be  quickly  ^ 
diffolved,  as  foon  as  they  fecmed  to  entertain  conn- 
fels  not  grateful  to  him,  and  before  he  could  well  de-* 
termine  and  judge  what  their  temper  was  in  truth  like 
to  prove:  and  upon  every  diifolution,  fuch  as  had 
given  any    offence  were   imprifoned  or  diffgracedi 
new  projeAs  were  every  day  fet  on  foot  for  moAey, 
which  ferved  only  to  offend  and  incenfe  the  people, 
and  brought  little  fupplies  to  the  King's  occafions, 
yet  raifed  a  great  flock  for  expoftulation,  murmur, 
and  complaint,  to  be  expofed  when  other  fupplies 
fhould  be  required.    And  many  perfons  of  the  befl 
quality  and  condition  under  the  Peerage  were  com- 
mitted to  feveral  prifons,  with  circumftances  unufual 
and  unheard  of,. for  refilling  to  pay  na^oney  requited 
by  thofe  extraordinary  ways;   and  the  Duke  himfelf 
would   pafiionately  fay,  and    frequently  do,  many 
things,  which  only  grieved  his  friends  and  incenfed 
his  enemies,  and  gave  them  as  well  the  ability  as  the 
inclination  to  do  him  much  hann. 
Awarde.      In  this  fatal  conjunfture,  and  after  many  feveral 
Fimce.     cofUy  embaffies  into  France,  in  thft  U&  of  which  the 
Duke  himfelf  went,  and  brought  triiunphantly  hc»ne 
with  him  the  Glueen,  to  the  joy  of  the  nation;  in  a 

time. 
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time^  when  all  endearours  fhould  Iiave  been  ufed  to 
hsvc  extinguiflied  that  war^  in  which  the  King  was 
£3  unhaj^ily  engaged  againft  Spain,  a  new  war  was  aa 
precipitately  declared  againft  France  ^  and  the  fleets 
that  had  been  unwarily  dcfigned  to  have  furprifed 
Gales^  under  a  General  very  unequal  to  that  great 
work^  was  na  fooner  returned  without  fiiccefs^  and 
with  much  damage^  than  it  was  repaired^  and  the 
army  reinforced  for  the  invaiion  of  France ;  tn  which 
the  Duke  was  General  himfelf,  and  made  that  unfbr- 
^tunate  defcent  upon  the  Ifle  of  RhS^  which  was  quick* 
ly  afterwards  attended  with  many  unprofperous  at- 
tempts^  and  then  with  a  miferable  retreat^  in  which 
the  flower  of  the  army  was  loft.  So  that  how  iQ  fa- 
ever  Spain  and  France  were  inclined  to  each  other, 
they  were  both  bitter  enemies  to  En^and;  whilft 
England  itfelf  was  fo  totally  taken  up  with  the 
thought  of  revenge  upon  the  perfon  who  they  thought 
had  been  the  caufe  of  their  diffarefs,  that  they  never 
confidered^  that  the  fad  effe&s  of  it  (if  not  inftantly 
provided  againft)  mufk  inevitably  deftroy  the  king- 
dom ;  and  gave  no  tmce  to  their  rage^  till  the  Duke 
finifhed  his  courfe  by  a  wicked  aflaffination  in  the 
fourth  year  of  the  Kkig,  and  the  thirty-fixth  of  his 
age. 

John  Feltoft,  an  obicure  man  in  his  own  pcrfon,TheEfMi. 
who  had  been  bred  a  ^oldier^  and  lately  a  lieutenanttbeDakeoi 
of  a  foot  company^  whofe  Captain  had  been  killed^^'^*' 
upon  the  retreat  at  the  Ifle  of  Rh^  upon  which  he 
conceived  that  the  company  of  right  ought  to  have 
been  conferred  upon  him^  and  it  being  refiifed  to  him 
by  the  Duke  of  Buckingham^  General  of  the  army» 
had  given  up  his  commifiion  of  Lieutenant,  and  with- 
drawn himfelf  from  the  army.^   He  was  of  a  melan- 
cholic 
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cholic  nature,  and  had  little  converfation  with  any 
body,  yet  of  a  Gentleman's  family  in  Suffolk^  of 
good  fortune  and  reputation.  From  the  time  that  he 
had  quitted  the  army,  he  refided  in  London ;  when 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  tranfported  with  paiiion  and 
prejudice  againft  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  had  ac- 
cufed  him  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  for  feveral  mifdc- 
meanors  and  mifcarriages,  and  in  fome  declaration 
had  flyled  him,  "  the  caufc  of  all  the  evils  the  king* 
^^  dom  fufFered,  and  an  enemy  to  the  public." 

Some  tranfcripts  of  fuch  expreffions  (for  the  late 
licence  of  printing  all  mutinous  and  feditious  dif- 
courfes.was  not  yet  in  fafhion)  and  fome  general  in- 
veftives  he  met  with  amongft  the  people,  to  whom 
that  great  man  was  not  grateful,  wrought  fo  far  upon 
this  melancholic  Gentleman,  that,  by  degrees,  and  (as 
he  faid  upon  fome  of  his  examinations)  by  frequently 
hearing  fome  popular  preachers  in  the  City,  (who  yet 
were  not  arrived  at  the  prefumption  and  impudence 
they  have  been  fince  tranfported  with),  he  believed  he 
ihould  do  Grod  good  fervice,  if  he  killed  the  Duke ; 
which  he  fhottly  after  refolved  to  do.  He  chofe  no 
other  inftrument  to  do  it  with  than  an  ordinary  knife, 
which  he  bought  of  a  common  Cutler  for  a  fhilling : 
and,  thus  provided,  he  repaired  to  Portfmouth,  where 
he  arrived  the  eve  of  St.  Bartholomew.  The  Duke 
was  then  there,  in  order  to  prepare,  and  make  ready 
the  fleet  and  the  army,  with  which  he  refolved  in 
few  days  to  tranfport  himfelf  to  the  relief  of  Rochelle, 
which  was  then  ftraitly  beiieged  by  the  Cardinal 
Richelieu ;  and  for  the  relief  whereof  the  Duke  was 
the  more  obliged,  by  reafon  that,  at  his  being  at  the 
Ifle  of  Rhe,  he  had  received  great  fupplies  of  vidtuals, 
and  fome  companies  of  their  garrifon.from  that  town, 

the 
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the  want  of  both  which  they  were  at  this  time  very 
fenfible  of,  and  grieved  at. 

This  morning  of  St.  Bartholomew  the  Dulce  had  re- 
ceived letters,  in  which  he  was  advertifed  that  Rochelle 
had  relieved  itfelf;  upon  which  he  dire Aed  that  his 
breakfaft  might  fpeedily  be  made  ready,  and  he 
would  make  hafte  to  acquaint  the  King  with  the  good 
news,  the  Court  being  then  at  Southwick,  the  houfe 
of  Sir  Daniel  Norton,  five  miles  from  Portfmouth. 
The  chamber  wherein  he  was  dreffing  himfelf  was 
full  of  company,  of  perfons  of  quality,  and  oSicers  of 
the  fleet  and  army. 

There  was  Monfieur  de  Soubize,  brother  to  the 
Duke  of  Rohan,  and  other  French  Gentlemen,  who 
were  very  folicitous  for  the  embarkation  of  the  aUny, 
and  for  the  departure  of  the  fleet  for  the  relief  of 
Rochelle  ;  and  they  were  at  that  time  in  much  trouble 
and  perplexity,  out  of  apprehenfion  that  the  news  the 
Duke  had  received  that  morning,  might  flacken  the 
preparations  for  the  voyage,  which  their  impatience 
and  intereft  perfuaded  them  were  not  advanced  with 
expedition ;  and  fo  they  had  then  held  much  difcourfe 
with  the  Duke  of  the  impoflibility  that  his  intelli- 
gence could  be  true,  and  that  it  was  contrived  by  the 
artifice  and  dexterity  of  their  enemies,  in  order  to 
abate  the  warmth  and  zeal  that  was  ufed  for  their  re- 
lief, the  arrival  of  which  relief  thofe  enemies  had  fo 
much  reafon  to  apprehend;  and  a  little  longer  delay  in 
fending  it  would  eafe  them  of  that  terrible  apprehen- 
fion, their  forts  and  works  toward  the  fea  and  in  the 
harbour  being  almoft  finiflied. 

This  difcourfe,  according  to  the  natural  cuftom  of 
that  nation,  tod  by  the  ufual  dialed  of  that  language, 
waft  held  with  that  paflbn  and  vehemence^  that  thq 

iUnders 
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fhanders  by,  who  iinderftood  not  French,  did  believe 
that  they  were  angry,  and  that  they  nfed  the  Duke 
radely.  He  being  ready,  and  informed  that  his  break* 
faft  was  ready,  drew  towards  the  door,  where  the 
hangings  were  held  up;  and,  in  that  very  paifage, 
turning  himielf  to  fpeak  with  Sir  Thomas  Fryer,  a 
Colonel  of  the  army,  who  was  then  fpeaking  near  his 
ear,  he  was  on  the  fudden  ftruck  over  his  fhoulder 
upon  the  breaft  with  a  knife  ;  upon  which,  without 
uiing  any  other  words  but,  *^  The  villain  hath  killed 
^^  me,'*  and  in  the  iame  moment  pulling  out  the  knife 
himfelf,  he  fell  down  dead^  the  knife  having  pierced 
his  heart. 

No  man  had  feen  the  blow,  or  the  man  who  gave 
it;  but  in  the  confu£on  they  were  in,  every  man 
made  his  own  conjecture,  and  declared  it  as  a  thing 
known  ;  moft  agreeing  that  it  was  done  by  the 
French,  from  the  angry  difcourfe  they  thought  they 
had  heard  from  them.  And  it  was  a  kind  of  a  miracle, 
that  they  were  not  all  killed  in  that  inftant;  the  fober 
fort,  that  preferred  them  from  it,  having  the  fame 
opinion  of  their  guilt,  and  only  referving  them  for 
a  more  judicial  examination  and  proceeding. 

In  the  crowd  near  the  door  there  was  found  upon 
the  ground  a  hat,  in  the  infidc  whereof  there  was  fewed 
upon  the  crown  a  paper,  in  which  were  writ  four  or 
five  lines  of  that  declaration  made  by  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  in  which  they  had  ftyled  the  Duke  an 
enemy  to  the  kingdom,  and  Under  it  a  ihort  ejacula* 
tion  or  two  towards  a  prayer.  It  was  eafily  enough 
concluded  that  the  hat  belonged  to  the  perfon  who 
had  committed  the  murder :  but  the  difficulty  re- 
mained ftill  as  great,  who  that  perfon  Should  be  ;  for 
the  writing  difcovered  xxothing  of  the  name ;  and 

who- 
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whofbever  it  was,  it  was  very  natund  to  believe  diat 
he  was  gone  £ar  eiunigh  not  to  be  foimd  without  a 
hat. 

In  this  hurry,  one  running  one  way,  another  an^ 
other  way,  a  man  was  feen  w^ing  before  the  door 
very  compofedly  without  a  hat ;  whereupon  one  cry* 
mg  out,  ^^  Here  is  the  fellow  that  killed  the  Duke  ;'* 
upon  which  others  run  thither,  every  body  afking, 
•^  Which  is  he  ?  Which  is  he  ?'•  To  which  the  man 
without  the  hat  very  compofedly  anfwered,  "  I  am 
•*  he*"  Thereupon  fome  of  thofe  who  were  moft  fu- 
rious, fuddenly  run  upon  the  man  with  their  drawn 
fwords  to  kill  him:  but  others,  who  were  at  leaft 
equally  concerned  in  the  lofs,  and  in  the  fenfe  of  it, 
defended  him ;  himfelf  with  open  arms  very  calmly 
and  cheerfully  cxpoling  himfelf  to  the  fliry  and 
fwords  of  the  moft  enraged,  as  being  very  willing  to 
fall  a  facrifice  to  their  fudden  anger,  rather  than  to  be 
kept  for  that  deliberate  juftice,  which  he  knew  muil 
be  executed  upon  him* 

He  was  now  known  enough,  and  eaiily  difoovered 
to  be  that  Felton,  whom  we  mentioned  before,  who 
had  been  a  Lieutenant  in  the  army.  He  was  quickly 
carried  intx>  a  private  room  by  the  perfons  of  the  beft 
condition,  fome  whereof  were  in  authority,  who  firft 
thought  fit  fo  far  to  diflembk,  as  to  mention  the 
Duke  only  grievoufly  wounded,  but  Hot  without  hope 
of  recovery.  Upon  which  Felton  fmiled,  and  faid,  he 
knew  well  enough  he  had  given  him  a  blow,  that  had 
determined  all  their  hopes.  Being  then  afked  (which 
was  the  difcovery  principally  aimed  at)  by  whofe  in- 
ftigation  he  had  performed  that  horrid  and  wicked 
zAj  he  anfwered  them  with  a  wonderful  alTurance, 
^^  That  they  ihould  not  trouble  themfelves  in  that  en- 

**  quiry  j 
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^       •'  quiry ;   that  no  man  living  had  credit  or  power 
^'  enough  with  him,  to  have  engaged  or  difpofed  him 
'^  to  fuch  an  aftion ;  that  he  had  never  intrufted  his 
^^  purpofe  and  refolution  to  any  man ;  that  it  pro- 
*^  ceeded  only  from  himfelf  and  the  impulfe  of  his 
"  own  confcience  ;  and  that  the  motives  thereunto 
*^  would  appear,  if  his  hat  were  found,  in  which  he 
"  had  therefore  fixed  them,  becaufe  he  believed  it  very 
"  probable  that  he  might  perifli  in  the  attempt.     He 
*^  confeffed  that  he  had  come  to  the  town  but  the 
"  night  before,  and  had  kept  his  lodging,  that  he 
^^  might  not  be  feen  or  taken  notice  of ;  and  that  he 
*^  had  come   that   morning  to  the  Duke's  lodging, 
^*  where  he  had  waited  at  the  door  for  his  coming  out; 
*^  and  when  he  found,  by  the  motions  within,  that  he 
"  was  coming,  he  drew  to  the  door,  as  if  he  held  up 
^^  the  hanging  ;  and  Sir  Thomas  Fryer  fpeaking  with 
*^  the  Duke,  as  hath  been  faid,  and  being  of  a  much 
*^  lower  ftature  than  the  Duke,  who  a  little  inclined 
*^  towards  him,  he  took  the  opportunity  of  giving 
*'  the  blow  over  his  Ihouldcrs." 

He  fpoke  very  frankly  of  what  he  had  done,  and 
bore  the  reproaches  of  thofe  who  fpoke  to  him,  with 
the  temper  of  a  man  who  thought  he  had  not  done 
amifs.  But  after  he  had  been  in  prifon  fome  time, 
where  he  was  treated  without  any  rigour,  and  with 
humanity  enough ;  and  before,  and  at  his  trial,  which 
was  about  .four  months  after,  at  the  King's  Bench  bar, 
he  behaved  himfelf  with  great  modefty  and  wonderful 
repentance  ;  being,  as  he  faid,  convinced  in  his  con- 
fcience,  that  he  had  done  wickedly,  and  afked  the 
pardon  of  the  King,  the  Duchefs,  and  of  all  the 
Duke's  fervants,  whom  he  acknowledged  to  have  of- 
fended ;  and  very  earneftly  befought  the  judges,  that 

he 
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he  might  have  his  haiid  ftruck  ofF,  with  which  he  had 
performed  that  impious  aft,  before  he  Ihould  be  put 
to  death. 

The  Court  was  too  near  Portfmouth,  and  too  manyThc  King'g 
Courtiers  upon  the  place,  to  have  this  murder  (foScTcw! 
barbarous  in  the  nature  and  circumftances,  the  likejfj,^*^^ 
whereof  had  not  been  known  in  England  many  ages)^^^- 
long  concealed  from  the  King.     His  Majefty  was  at 
the  public  prayers  of  the  Church,  when  Sir  John 
Hippefly  came  into  the  room,  with  a  troubled  coun- 
tenance, and,  without  any  paufe  in  refpedl  of  the  ex-  , 
ercife  they  were  performing,  went  direftly  to  the 
King,  and  whifpered  in  his  ear  what  had  fallen  out. 
His  Majefty  continued  unmoved,  and  without  the 
leaft  change  in   his  countenance,   till  prayers  were 
ended ;  when  he  fuddenly  departed  to  his  cliamber, 
and  threw  himfelf  upon  his  bed,  lamenting  with 
much  paffion,  and  with  abundance  of  tears,  the  lofs 
he  had  of  an  excellent  fervant,  and  the  horrid  ipanner 
in  which  he  had  been  deprived  of  him  ;  and  he  con- 
tinued in  this    melancholic   difcompofure  of   mind 
many  days. 

Yet  his  manner  of  receiving  the  news  in  public, 
when  it  was  firft  brought  him  in  the  prefence  of  fo 
many,  (who  knew  or  law  nothing  of  the  paffion  he 
expreffed  upon  his  retreat),  made  many  men  believe, 
that  the  accident  was  not  very  ungrateful;  at  leaft, 
that  it  was  very  indifferent  to  him  ;  as  being  rid  of  a 
fervant  very  ungracious  to  the  people,  and  the  preju- 
dice to  whofe  perfon  exceedingly  obftrucSted  all  over- 
tures made  in  Parliament  for  his  fervice. 

And,  upon  this  obfervation,  perfons  of  all  condi- 
tions took  great  licence  in  fpeaking  of  the  perfon  of 
the  Duke,  and  diifedting  all  his  infirmities^  believing 

they 
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they  fhould  not  thereby  incur  any  dlfpleafiire  of  the 
King*s.  In  which  they  took  very  ill  meafures ;  for 
from  that  time  almofl  to  the  time  of  his  own  deaths 
the  King  admitted  very  few  into  any  degree  of  truft, 
who  had  ever  difcovered  themfelves  to  be  enenues  to 
the  Duke^  or  againft  whom  he  had  manifeiled  a  nota- 
ble prejudice.  And  fure  never  any  prince  exprefled  a 
more  lively  regret  for  the  lofs  of  a  fervant,  than  his 
Majefty  did  for  this  great  man,  in  his  conftant  favour 
and  kindnefs  to  his  wife  and  children^  in  all  offices  of 
grace  towards  his  fervants^  and  in  a  wonderful  folicit- 
ous  care  for  the  payment  of  his  debts ;  which^  it  is 
very  true,  were  contracted  for  his  Majefly's  fcrvice  ; 
though  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  there  remained  no  evi- 
dence of  it,  nor  were  any  of  the  Duke's  officers  in- 
trufted  with  the  knowledge  of  it,  nor  any  record 
kept  of  it,  but  in  the  King's  own  generous  memory. 
A  cbtaacr  This  great  man  was  a  perfon  of  a  noble  nature,  and 
Duke.  generous  difpofition,  and  of  fuch  other  endowments, 
as  made  him  very  capable  of  being  a  great  favourite 
to  a  great  king.  He  underfliood  the  arts  of  a  court, 
and  all  the  learning  that  is  profelTed  there,  exaAly  well. 
By  long  pra6lice  in  bufinefs,  under  a  inafler  that  dif- 
coutfed  excellendy,  and  farely  knew  all  things  won- 
derfidly,  and  took  much  delist  in  indo&inating  his 
young  unexperienced  favourite,  who,  he  knew,  would 
be  always  looked  upon  as  the  workmanihip  of  his  own 
hands,  he  had  obtained  a  quicic  conception,  and  ap- 
prehenfion  of  bufinefs,  and  had  the  habit  of  fpeaking 
very  gracefully  and  pertinently.  He  was  of  a  moft 
flowing  courtefy  and  affability  to  all  men  who  made 
any  addrefs  to  him  ;  and  fo  defirous  to  oblige  tiiem, 
that  he  did  not  enough  confider  the  value  of  the  ob- 
Jigation,  or  the  merit  of  the  perfon  he  chofe  to  oblige ; 

from 
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from  which  much  of  his  misfortuhe  refulted.  He 
was  of  a  courage  not  to  be  daunted,  which  was  mani- 
fefted  in  all  his  adions,  and  in  his  contefts  with  par- 
ticular perfons  of  the  greateft  reputation ;  and  efpe* 
cially  in  his  whole  demeanor  at  the  Ifle  of  Rhe,  both 
at  the  landing  and  upon  the  retreat ;  in  both  which 
no  man  was  more  fearlefs,  or  more  ready  to  expofe 
himfelf  to  the  higheft  dangers.  His  kindnefs  and  af- 
feAion  to  his  friends  was  fo  vehement,  that  they  were 
as  fo  many  marriages  for  better  and  worfe,  ^nd  fo 
many  leagues  ofFenfive  and  defenlive ;  ^  if  he  thought 
himfelf  obliged  to  love  all  his  friends,  and  to  make 
war  upon  all  they  were  angry  with,  let  the  caufe  be 
what  it  would.  And  it  cannot  be  denied  that  he  was 
an  enemy  in  the  fame  excefs,  and  profecuted  thofe 
he  looked  upon  as  his  enemies  with  the  utmoft  rigour 
and  animoiity,  and  was  not  eaiily  induced  to  recon^ 
ciliation.  And  yet  there  were  fome  examples  of  his 
receding  in  that  particular.  And  when  he  was  in  the 
higheft  pafiion,  he  was  fo  far  from  ftooping  to  any  dif- 
limulation,  whereby  his  difpleafure  might  be  con* 
cealed  and  covered  till  he  had  attained  his  revenge, 
(the  low  method  of  courts),  that  he  never  endeavoured 
to  do  any  man  an  ill  office,  before  he  fifft  told  him 
what  he  was  to  expedt  from  him,  and  reproached  him 
with  the  injuries  he  had  done,  with  fo  much  genero* 
lity,  that  the  perfon  found  it  in  his  power  to  receive 
further  iatisfadtion,  in  the  way  he  would  choofe  for 
himfelf. 

In  this  manner  he  proceeded  with  ^  Earl  of  Ox- 
ford, a  man  of  great  name  in  that  time,  and  whom  he 
had  endeavoured  by  many  civil  offices  to  make  his 
friend,  and  who  feemed  equally  to  incline  to  the 
friendlhip :  when  he  difcovered  (or,  as  many  thought, 

VOL.  I.  s  but 
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but  fufpe<fted)  that  the  £ai2  was  entered  into  fome 
cabal  in  Parliament  againft  him;  he  could  not  be  diU 
fuaded  by  any  of  his  friends^  to  whom  he  imparted 
his  refolution;  but  meeting  the  Earl  the  next  day^  he 
took  him  alide,  and  after  many  reproaches  for  fuch 
and  fuch  ill  ofEces  he  had  done .  him,  and  for  break-* 
ing  his  word  towards  him,  he  told  him^  ^^  he  would 
'^  rely  no  longer  on  his  friendihip,  nor  ihould  he  ex* 
"  peA  any  further  fricndlhip  from  him,  but,  on  the 
^^  contrary,  he  would  be  for  ever  his  enemy,  and  do 
'^  him  all  the  mifchief  he  could.'*  The  Earl,  (who, 
as  many  thought,  had  not  been  faulty  towards  him, 
was  as  great-hearted  as  he,  and  thought  the  very 
fufped^mg  him  to  be  an  injury  unpardonable,)  without 
any  reply  to  the  particulars,  declared,  ^'  that  he  nei- 
^^  ther  cared  for  his  friendihip,  nor  feared  his  hatred;** 
and  from  thence  avowedly  entered  into  the  converfa-* 
tion  and  confidence  of  thofe  who  were  always  awakt 
Co  difcover,  and  folicitous  to  purfue,  any  thing  that 
might  prove  to  his  difadvantage ;  which  was^  of  evil 
confequence  to  the  Duke,  the  Earl  being  of  the  moft 
ancient  of  the  nobility,  and  a  man  of  great  courage^ 
and  of  a  family  which  had  in  no  time  fwenred  from 
its  fidelity  to  the  Crown. 

Sir  Francis  Cottington,  who  was  Secretary  to  the 
l^rince,  and  not  grown  courtier  enough  to  diflembte 
his  opinion,  had  given  the  Duke  offence  before  his 
journey  into  Spain,  as  is  before  touched  upon,  and 
improved  that  prejudice,  after  his  coming  thither,  by 
difpofing  the  Prince  all  he  could  to  the  marriage  of 
the  Infanta ;  and  by  his  behaviour  after  his  return,  in 
juftifying  to  King  James,  who  had  a  very  good  opi* 
nion  of  him,  the  fincerity  of  the  Spaniard  in  the  trea^ 
ty  of  the  marriage^  ^^  That  they  did  in  truth  delire  it^ 

<'  and 
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•*  and  were  faUy  refolved  to  gratify  his  Majefty  in  the 
**  bufinels  of  the  Palatinate ;  and  only  defired,  in  the 
"  manner  of  it,  to  gratify  the  Emperor  and  the  Duke 
**  of  Bavaria  all  they  could,  which  would  take  up 
*«  very  little  time."  All  which  being  fo  contrary  to 
the  Duke's  purpofes  and  refolutions»  his  difpleafure 
to  Cottington  was  fufficiently  manifeft.  And  King 
^ames  was  no  fooner  dead,  and  the  new  officers  and 
orders  made,  but  the  profits  and  privilegea  which  had 
ufed  to  be  continued  to  him  who  had  been  Secretary, 
till  fome  other  promotion,  were  all  retrenched.  And 
when  he  was  one  morning  attending  in  the  privy 
lodgings,  as  he  was  accuftomed  to  do,  one  of  the  Se^ 
cretartes  of  State  came  to  him,  and  told  him,  "  that  it 
^^  was  the  King's  pleafure  he  ihould  no  more  prefume 
**  to  come  into  thofe  rooms  ;"  (which  was  the  firft 
inftance  he  had  received  of  the  King's  disfavour;)  and 
at  the  fame  inftant  the  Duke  entered  into  that  quar- 
ter. Sir  Francis  Cottington  addreffed  himfelf  to- 
wards him,  and  defired  "  he  would  give  him  leave  to 
^<  fpeak  to  him  f'  upon  which  the  Duke  inclining  his 
ear,  moved  to.  a  window  from  the  company,  and  the 
other  told  him,  <<  that  he  received  every  day  frefh 
•*  marks  of  his  feverity ;"  mentioned  the  mefiage 
which  had  been  then  delivered  to  him,  and  defired 
only  to  know,  **  whether  it  could  not  be  in  his  power, 
«<  by  all  dutiful  application,  and  all  poffible  iervice, 
'<  to  be  reftored  to  the  good  opinion  his  Grace  had 
*^  once  vouchfafed  to  have  of  him,  and  to  be  admitted 
•^  to  icrve  him  ?"  The  Duke  heard  him  without 
the  leaft  commotion,  and  with  a  countenance  ferene 
enough,  and  then  anfwered  him,  *^  That  he  would  deal 
*'  very  clearly  with  him  5  that  it  was  utterly  impofiH- 
^*  ble  to  bring  that  to  pafs  which  he  had  propofed  t 

£  2  *^  that 
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"  that  he  was  not  only  firmly  refolved  never  to  truft 
"  him,  or  to  have  to  do  with  him;  but  that  he  was, 
**  and  would  be  always,  his  declared  enemy ;  and 
^*  that  he  would  do  always  whatfoever  fhould  be  in 
**  his  power  to  ruin  and  deftroy  him,  and  of  this 
"  he  might  be  moft  affured :"  without  mentioning 
any  particular  ground  for  his  fo  heightened  difplea- 
fure. 

The  other  very  calmly  replied  to  him,  (as  he  was 
matter  of  an  incomparable  temper)  "  That  fince  he 
*'  was  refolved  never  to  do  him  good,  he  hoped,  from 
^^  his  juftice  and  generofity,  that  he  would  not  fuffer 
*•  himfelf  to  gain  by  his  lofs ;  that  he  had  laid  out  by 
*^  his*  command  fo  much  money  for  jewels  and  pic- 
*^  tures,  which  he  had  received  :  and  that,  in  hope  of 
^'  his  future  favour,  he  had  once  prefented'  a  fuit  of 
*^  hangings  to  him,  which  coft  him  800L  which  he 
"  hoped  he  would  caufe  to  be  reflored  to  him,  and 
"  that  he  would  not  let  him  be  fo  great  a  lofer  by 
^*  him.'*  The  Duke  anfwered,  "  he  was  in  the  right ; 
*^  that  he  Ihould  the  next  morning  go  to  Oliver,  (who 
^^  was  his  receiver),  and  give  him  a  particular  account 
**  of  all  the  money  due  to  him,  and  he  fhould  pre- 
"  fently  pay  him  :'*  which  was  done  the  next  morn- 
ing accordingly,  without  the  leaft  abatement  of  any  of 
his  demands. 

And  he  was  fo  far  reconciled  to  him  before  his 
death,  that  being  refolved  to  make  peace  with  Spain, 
to  the  end  he  might  more  vigoroully  purfuc  the  war 
with  France,  (to  which  his  heart  was  moft  paffionate- 
.  ly  fixed),  he  fent  for  Cottington  to  come  to  him,  and 
after  conference  with  him,  told  him,  *^  the  King  would 
^^  fend  him  Ambaflador  thither,  and  that  he  fhould  at- 
^*  tend  him  at  Portfmouth  for  his  difpatch.'* 

His 
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His  fingle  misfortune  was,  (which  indeed  was  produc- 
tive of  many  greater),  that  he  never  made  a  noble  and  a 
worthy  friendlhip  with  a  man  fo  near  his  equal,  that 
he  would  frankly  advife  him  for  his  honour  and  true 
interefk,  againft  the  current,  or  rather  the  torrent,  of 
his  impetuous  paffions ;  which  was  partly  the  vice  of 
the  time,  when  the  Court  was  not  replenifhed  with 
great  choice  of  excellent  men  ;  and  partly  the  vice  of 
the  perfons  who  were  moft  worthy  to  be  applied  to, 
and  looked  upon  his  youth,  and  his  obfcurity  before 
his  rife,  as  obligations  upon  him  to  gain  their  friend- 
Ihips  by  extraordinary  application.  Then  his  afcent 
was  fo  quick,  that  it  feemed  rather  a  flight  than  a 
growth  i  and  he  was  fuch  a  darling  of  fortune,  that 
he  was  at  the  top  before  he  was  well  feen  at  the  bot- 
tom ;  and,  as  if  he  had  been  born  a  favourite,  he  was 
fupreme  the  firft  month  he  came  to  Court ;  and  it 
was  want  of  confidence,  not  of  credit,  that  he  had  not 
all  at  firft,  which  he  obtained  afterwards;  never  meet- 
ing with  the  leaft  obftruAion  from  his  fetting  out,  till 
he  was  as  great  as  he  could  be :  fo  that  he  wanted  de-t 
pendants  before  he  thought  he  could  want  coadjutors. 
Nor  was  he  very  fortunate  in  the  ele<ftion  of  thofe 
dependants,  very  few  of  his  fervants  having  been  ever 
qualified  enough  to  affift  or  advife  himj  and  they 
were  intent  only  upon  growing  rich  under  him,  not 
upon  their  matter's  growing  good  as  well  as  great : 
infomuch  as  he  was  throughout  his  fprtune  a  much 
wifer  man  than  any  fervant  or  friend  he  had. 

Let.  the  fault  or  misfortune  be  what  of  whence  it 
will,  it  may  reafonably  be  believed,  that,^  if  he  had 
been  bleffed  with  one  faithful  friend,  who  had  been 
qualified  with  wifdom  and  integrity,  that  great  perfon 
would  have  conunitted  as  few  faylts,  and  done  as 

E  3  tranfcen- 
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tnmfccndent  WDrthy  anions,  as  any  man  who  ihined 
in  fnch  a  fpbere  in  that  ag^  in  Europe.  For  he  was 
of  an  excellent  difpofition^  and  of  a  mind  very  capa- 
ble of  advice  and  connfel.  He  was  in  his  nature  joft 
and  candid^  liberal^  genennis,  and  boontifal ;  nor  was 
it  ever  known^  that  the  temptation  of  money  iwayed 
him  to  do  an  unjoft  or  unkind  thing.  And  though 
he  left  a  very  great  eftate  to  hb  heirs;  confidering 
the  vaft  fortune  he  inherited  by  his  wife,  the  fole 
daughter  and  heir  of  Francis  Earl  of  Rutland,  he 
owed  no  part  of  it  to  his  own  induftry  or  folicitation, 
but  to  the  impatient  humour  of  two  Kings  his  maf- 
ters,  who  would  make  his  fortune  equal  to  his  tides, 
and  the  one  as  much  above  other  men,  as  the  other 
was.  And  he  coniidered  it  no  otherwife  than  as 
theirs,  and  left  it  at  his  death  engaged  for  the  Crown, 
almoft  to  the  value  of  it,  as  is  touched  upon  be* 
fore. 

If  he  had  an  immoderate  ambition,  with  which  he 
was  charged,  and  is  a  weed  (if  it  be  a  weed)  apt  to 
grow  in  the  beft  foils ;  it  doth  not  appear  that  it  was 
in  his  nature,  or  that  he  brought  it  with  him  to  the 
Court,  but  rather  found  it  there,  and  was  a  garment 
neceflary  for  that  air.  Nor  was  it  more  in  his  power 
to  be  without  promotion,  and  titles,  and  wealth,  than 
for  a  healthy  man  to  fit  in  the  fun  in  the  brighteft 
dog-days,  and  remain  without  any  warmth.  He  need- 
ed no  ambition,  who  was  fo  feated  in  the  hearts  of  two 
fuch  mafters. 

There  arc  two  particulars,  which  lie  heavieft  upon 
his  memory,  cither  of  them  aggravated  by  circum- 
ftances  very  important,  and  which  adminifter  frequent 
occaiions  by  their  efft&s  to  be  remembered. 

The  firft,  his  engaging  his  old  unwilling  mafter  and 

the 


OF  THE  REBELLION,  &c.  5^ 

the  kingdom  in  the  war  with  Spain,  (not  to  mention 
the  bold  journey  thither,  or  the  breach  of  that  match), 
in  a  time  when  the  Crown  was  fo  poor,  and  the  peo-» 
pie  mor6  inclined  to  a  bold  enquiry,  how  it  came  to 
be  fo,  than  dutiful  to  provide  for  its  fupply :  and 
this  only  upon  perfonal  animofities  between  him  and 
the  Duke  of  Olivarez,  the  fole  favourite  in  that 
Court,  and  thofe  animofities  frcMn  very  trivial  provo- 
cations, which  flowed  indeed  from  no  o^her  fountain, 
than  that  the  nature  and  education  of  Spain  reftrained 
men  from  that  gaiety  and  frolic  humour,  to  which 
the  Prince's  Court  was  more  inclined.  And  Olivarea 
had  been  heard  to  cenfure  very  feverely  the  Duke's 
familiarity  and  want  of  refpcdl  towards  the  Prince,  (^ 
crime  monftrous  to  the  Spaniard),  and  had  faid,  that 
'<  if  the  Infanta  did  not,  as  foon  as  fhe  was  married, 
^*  fupprefs  that  licence,  fhe  would  herfelf  quickly  un* 
*'  dergo  the  mifchief  of  it :" .  which  gave  the  firfk 
alarm  to  the  Duke  to  apprehend  his  own  ruin  in  that 
union,  and  accordingly  to  ufe  all  his  endeavours  to 
break  and  prevent  it :  and  from  that  time  he  took  all 
occafions  to  quarrel  with  and  reproach  the  Conde 
Duke. 

One  morning  the  King  defired  the  Prince  to  take 
the  air,  and  to  vifit  a  little  houfe  of  pleafure  he  had 
(the  Prado)  four  miles  from  Madrid,  Handing  in  a 
ioreft,  where  he  ufed  fometimes  to  hunt ;  and  the 
Duke  not  being  ready,  the  King  and  the  Prince  and 
the  Infante  Don  Carlos  went  into  the  coach,  the 
King  likewife  calling  the  Earl  of  Briftol  into  that 
coach  to  affift  them  in  their  converfation,  the  Prince 
then  not  fpeaking  any  Spanifh  ;  and  left  Olivarez  to 
follow  in  the  coach  with  the  Duke  of  Buckingham. 
When  the  Duke  came,  they  went  into  the  coach,  ac- 
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companied  with  others  of  both  nations,  and  proceeded 
very  cheerfully  towards  the  overtaking  the  King:  but 
when  upon  the  way  he  heard  that  the  Earl  of  Briftol 
was  in  the  coach  with  the  King,  he  broke  out  into  a 
great  pailion,  reviled  the  Conde  Duke  as  the  contriver 
of  the  affront,  reproached  the  Earl  of  Briftol  for  his 
prefumption,  in  taking  the  place  which  in  all  refpe<9:s 
belonged  to  him,  who  was  joined  with  him  as  Am- 
baflador  extraordinary,  and  came  laft  from  the  pre- 
fence  of  his  Mafter,  and  refolved  to  go  out  of  the 
coach,  and  to  return  to  Madrid.  Olivarez  eafily  dif- 
covered  by  the  difordcr,  and  the  noife,  and  the  tone, 
that  the  Duke  was  very  angry,  without  comprehend- 
ing the  caufe  of  it ;  only  found  that  the  Earl  of  Brif* 
tol  was  often  named  with  fuch  a  tone,  that  he  began 
to  fufpeft  what  in  truth  might  be  the  caufe.  And 
thereupon  he  commanded  a  gentleman,  who  was  on 
horfeback,  with  all  fpeed  to  overtake  the  King's 
coach,  and  deHre  that  it  might  flay ;  intimating,  that 
the  Duke  had  taken  fome  difpleafure,  the  ground 
whereof  was  not  enough  underflood.  Upon  which 
the  King's  coach  flayed ;  and  .when  the .  other  ap- 
proached within  diftance,  the  Conde  Duke  alighted, 
ahd  acquainted  the  King  with  what  he  had  obferved, 
and  what  he  conceived.  The  King  hiipfelf  alighted, 
made  great  compliments  to  the  Duke,  the^  Earl  of 
Briftol  excufing  himfelf  upon  the  King's  command, 
that  he  fhpuld  f^rve  as  interpreter.  In  the  end  Don 
Carlos  went  into  the  coach  with  the  favourite,  and 
the  Duke  and  the  Earl  of  Briftol  went  with  the  King 
and  the  Prince ;  and  fo  they  profecuted  their  jour- 
ney, and  after  dinner  returned  in  the  fame  ma^ner  to 
Madrid. 

This,  with  all  the  circumftanc^s  pf  \t,  adminifter^ 
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wonderful  occalion  of  difcourfe  in  the  Court  and 
country,  there  never  having  been  fuch  a  comet  feen 
in  that  hemifphere ;  their  fubmifs  reverence  to  their 
princes  being  a  vital  part  of  their  religion. 

There  were  very  few  days  pafled  afterwards,  in 
which  there  was  not  fomc  manifeftation  of  the  higheft 
difpleafure  and  hatred  in  the  Duke  againft  the  Earl 
of  BriftoL  And  when  the  Conde  Duke  had  fome 
eclaircifiement  with  the  Duke,  in  which  he  made  all 
the  proteftations  of  his  iincere  affection,  and  his  defire 
to  maintain  a  clear  and  faithful  friendfhip  with  him, 
which  he  conceived  might  be,  in  fome  degree,  ufeful 
to  both  their  mafters;  the  other  received  his  protefta- 
tions  with  all  contempt,  and  declared,  with  a  very  un- 
neceffary  franknefs,  '^  that  he  woidd  have  no  friend- 
<^  Ihip  with  him/* 

The  next  day  after  the  King  returned  from  accom* 
panying  the  Prince  towards  the  fea,  where,  at  parting, 
there  were  all  poffible  demonftrations  of  mutual  affec- 
tion between  them  -,  the  King  caufed  a  fair  pillar  to 
be  ereAed  in  the  place  where  they  laft  embraced  each 
other,  with  infcriptions  of  great  honour  to  the  Prince; 
there  being  then  in  that  Court  not  the  leaft  fufpicion, 
or  imagination,  that  the  marriage  would  not  fucceed. 
Infomuch  that  afterwards,  upon  the  news  from  Rome, 
that  the  difpenfation  was  granted,  the  Prince  having 
left  the  Defponforios  in  the  hands  of  the  Earl  of  Brif- 
tol,  in  which  the  Infante  Don  Carlos  was  conflituted 
the  Prince's  proxy  to  marry  the  Infanta  on  his  be- 
half; fhe  was  treated  as  Princefs  of  Wales,  the  Queen 
gave  her  place,  and  the  Englifh  AmbalTador  had  fre- 
quent audiences,  as  with  his  miftrefs,  in  which  he 
would  not  be  covered  :  yet,  I  fay,  the  very  next  day 
after  the  Prince's  departure  from  the  King,  Mr.  Clark, 
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one  of  the  Prince's  bedchamber^  who  had  formerly 
ferved  the  Duke^  was  fent  back  to  Madrid^  upon  pre* 
tence  that  fomewhat  was  forgotten  there,  but  in  truths 
with  orders  tp  the  Earl  of  Briftol  not  to  deliver  the 
Defponforios  (which,  by  the  articles,  he  was  obliged 
to  do  within  fifteen  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  dif- 
penfation)  until  he  fhould  receive  further  orders  from 
the  Prince,  or  King,  after  his  return  into  England. 

Mr.  Clark  was  not  to  deliver  this  letter  to  the  Am^ 
baflador,  till  he  was  fure  the  difpeniation  was  come  ; 
of  which  he  could  not  be  advertifed  in  the  inftant« 
But  he  lodging  in  the  Ambaflador's  houfe^  and  fidling 
^ck  of  a  calenture,  which  the  phyficians  thought 
would  prove  mortal,  he  lent  for  the  Earl  to  come  to 
his  bed  iide,  and  delivered  him  the  letter  before  the 
arrival  of  the  difpenfation,  though  long  after  it  was 
known  to  be  granted ;  upon  which  all  thofe  ceremo^ 
nies  were  performed  to  the  Infanta. 

By  thefe  means^  and  by  this  method,  this  great  af-- 
fair,  upon  which  the  eyes  of  Chriftendom  had  been  fo 
long  fixed,  came  to  be  diffolved,  without  the  leaft 
mixture  with,  or  contribution  from,  thofe  amours, 
which  were  afterwards  fo  confidently  difcourfed  of. 
For  though  the  Duke  was  naturally  carried  violently 
to  thofe  paflions,  when  there  was  any  grace  or  beauty 
in  the  obje A  ^  yet  the  Duchefs  of  Olivarez,  of  whom 
was  the  talk,  was  then  a  woman  fo  old,  paft  children, 
of  fo  abjeift  a  prefence,  in  a  word,  fo  crooked  and 
deformed,  that  fhe  could  neither  tempt  his  aj^tite, 
nor  magnify  his  revenge.  And  whatfoever  he  did  af* 
terwards  in  England  was  but  tueri  opis,  and  to  profe* 
cute  the  defign  he  had^  upon  the  reafon  and  provoca-* 
tion  aforefaid,  fo  long  before  contrived  during  his 
abode  in  Spain. 

The 
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^he  other  particular,  by  which  he  involved  himfelf 
in  fo  many  fatal  intricacies,  from  which  he  could  ne- 
ver extricate  himfelf,  was,  his  running  violently  into 
the  war  with  France,  without  any  kind  of  provocajtion, 
and  upon  a  particular  pallion  very  unwarrantable.  In 
his  embafly  in  France,  where  his  pcrfon  and  prefence 
was  wonderfully  admired  and  efteemed,  (and  in  truth 
it  was  a  wonder  in  the  eyes  of  all  men),  and  in  which 
he  appeared  with  all  the  luftre  the  wealth  of  England 
could  adorn  him  with,  and  outihined  all  the  bravery 
that  Court  could  drefs  itfelf  in,  and  overacted  the 
whole  nation  in  their  own  moft  peculiar  vanities ;  he 
had  the  ambition  to  fix  his  eyes  upon,  and  to  dedi- 
cate his  moft  violent  afFedion  to,  a  Lady  of  a  very 
fublime  quality,  and  to  purfue  it  with  moft  importu- 
nate addrefies ;  infomuch  as  when  the  King  had 
brought  the  Queen  his  lifter  as  far  as  he  meant  to  do, 
and  delivered  her  into  the  hands  of  the  Duke,  to  be 
by  him  conducted  into  England ;  the  Duke,  in  his 
journey,  after  the  departure  from  that  Courts  took  a 
refolution  once  more  to  make  a  vifit  to  that  great 
Lady,  which  he  believed  he  might  do  with  much  pri- 
vacy. But  it  was  fo  eafily  difcovered,  that  provifion 
was  made  for  his  reception ;  and  if  he  had  purfued 
his  attempt,  he  had  been  without  doubt  alfaffinated  ; 
of  which  he  had  only  fo  much  notice,  as  ferved  him 
to  decline  the  danger.  But  he  fwore,  in  the  inftant, 
'^  that  he  would  fee  and  fpeak  with  that  Lady;  in 
*^  fpite  of  the  ftrcngth  and  power  of  France."  And 
from  the  time  that  the  Queen  arrived  in  England,  he 
took  all  the  ways  he  could  to  undervalue  and  exafpe- 
rate  that  Court  and  nation,  by  caufing  all  thofe  who 
fled  into  England  from  the  juftice  and  difpleafure  of 
that  King,  to  be  received  and  entertained  here,  not 
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only  with  ceremony  and  fccurity,  but  with'  bounty 
and  magnificence ;  and  the  more  extraordinary  the 
perfons  were,  and  the  more  notorious  their  King's  dif- 
pleafure  was  towards  them,  (as  in  that  time  there  were 
very  many  lords  and  ladies  in  thofe  circumftances), 
the.  more  refpedtfully  they  were  received  and  efteem- 
ed.  He  omitted  no  opportunity  to  incenfe  the  King 
againft  France,  and  to  difpofe  him  to  aflift  the  Hu- 
gonots,  whom  he  likewife  encouraged  to  give  their 
King  fome  trouble. 

And,  which  was  worfe  than  all  this,  he  tool;  great 
pains  to  leffen  the  King's  afFe6kion  towards  his  young 
Queen,  being  fexceedingly  jealous,  left  her  intereft 
plight  be  of  force  enough  to  crofs  his  other  deligns  t 
and  in  this,  ftratagem,  he  fo  far  fwerved  from  the  in- 
ftinft  of  his  nature  and  his  proper  inclinations,  that 
he,  who  was  compounded  of  all  the  elements  of  affa- 
bility ^nd  courtefy  towards  all  kind  of  people,  had 
brought  bimfelf  to  a  habit  of  negledl,  and  even  of 
xudenefs,  towards  the  Qu^en, 

One  day,  when  he  unjuftly  apprehended  that  Ihe 
had  Ihewed  fome  difrefpeft  to  his  mother,  in  not  go- 
ing to  her  lodging  at  an  hour  ihe  had  intended  to  go, 
and  was  hindered  by  a  mere  accident,  he  came  into 
her  chamber  in  much  paffion,  and,  after  fome  expof- 
tulatiops  rude  enough,  he  told  her,  ^^  ihe  ihould  re-t 
**  pent  it."  Her  Majefty  anfwering  with  fome  quick- 
nefs,  he  replied  infolently  to  her,  <*  that  there  had 
"  been  queens  in  England,  who  had  loft  their  heads." 
And  it  was  uni^'erfally  knowp,  that,  during  his  life, 
the  Queen  never  had  any  credit  with  the  King,  with 
reference  to  any  public  affairs,  and  fo  could  not  di- 
vert the  refolution  of  making  a  war  with  France. 

The  war  with  Sp^jn  had  found  the  ^lation  in  a  fur^ 

fcit 


OF  THE  REBELLION,  &c.  6i 

feit  of  a  long  peace,  and  in  a  difpofition  inclinable 
enough  to  war  with  that  nation,  which  might  put  an 
end  to  an  alliance  the  moft  ungrateful  to  them,  and 
which  they  moft  feared,  and  from  whence  no  other 
damage  had  yet  befallen  them^  than  a  chargeable  and 
unfuccefsful  voyage  by  fea,  without  the  lofs  of  fliips 
or  men.  But  a  war  with  France  muft  be  carried  on 
at  another  rate  and  expence.  Befides,  the  nation  was 
w^ary  and  furfeited  with  the  firft^  before  the  fecond 
was  entered  upon ;  and  it  was  very  vifible  to  wife 
men,  that  when  the  general  trade  of  the  kingdom, 
from  whence  the  fupport  of  the  Crown  principally  re* 
fulted,  fliould  be  utterly  extinguilhed  with  France,  as 
it  was  with  Spain,  and  interrupted  or  obftrudled  with 
all  other  places,  (as  it  muft  be,  in  a  great  meafure,  in 
a  war,  how  profperoufly  foever  carried  on),  the  efFedls 
would  be  very  fad,  and  involve  the  King  in  many 
perplexities ;  and  it  could  not  but  fall  out  accord* 

Upon  the  return  from  Cales  without  fuccefs,  though 
all  the  fhips,  and,  upon  the  matter,  all  the  men  were 
feen,  (for  though  fome  had  fo  furfeited  in  the  vine- 
yards, and  with  the  wines,  that  they  had  been  left  be- 
hind, the  generolity  of  the  Spaniards  fent  them  all 
home  again) ;  and  though  by  that  fleet's  putting  in  at 
Plymouth,  near  two  hundred  miles  from  London, 
there  could  be  but  very  imperfedl  relations,  and  the 
news  of  yefterday  was  contradicted  by  the  morrow : 
befides  that  the  expedition  had  been  undertaken  by 
the  advice  of  the  Parliament,  and  with  an  univerfal 
approbation  of  the  people,  fo  that  nobody  could  rea- 
fonably  fpeak  loudly  againft  it ;  yet,  notwithftanding 
all  this,  the  ill  fuccefs  was  heavily  borne,  and  imputed 

to 
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to  ill  conduA  ;  the  principal  ofEcers  of  the  fleet  and 
army  divided  amongft  themfelves^  and  all  united  in 
their  murmurs  againil  the  General^  the  Lord  Vifcount 
Wimbledon  ;  who,  though  an  old  officer  in  Holland, 
was  never  thought  equal  to  the  enterprize.  In  a 
word,  there  was  indifpoiition  enough  quickly  difco^ 
vered  againft  the  war  itfelf^  that  it  was  eafily  difcern* 
cd  it  would  not  be  purfued  with  the  vigour  it  was  en* 
tered  into,  nor  carried  on  by  any  cheerful  contribu^ 
tion  of  money  from  the  public. 

But  the  running  into  this  war  with  France  (from 
whence  the  Queen  was  fo  newly  and  joyfully  received) 
without  any  colour  of  reafon,  or  fo  much  as  the  for- 
mality of  a  declaration  from  the  King,  containing  tlie 
groimd,  and  provocation,  and  end  of  it,  according  ta 
cuftom  and  obligation  in  the  like  (iafes,  (for  it  was 
obferved  that  the  manifefto  which  was  publifhed  was 
in  the  Duke's  own  name,  who  went  Admiral  and  Gre- 
neral  of  the  expedition),  opened  the  mouths  of  all 
men  to  inveigh  z^jaLinA  it  with  all  bittemeis,  and  the 
fudden  ill  effe<5ls  of  it,  manifefted  in  the  return  of  the 
fleet  to  Portfinouth,  within  fuch  a  diftance  of  London, 
that  nothing  could  be  concealed  of  the  lofs  fufbunedi 
in  which  mofl:  noble  £unilies  found  a  fon,  or  a  bro* 
ther,  or  near  kinfman  wanting,  without  fuch  circum-> 
flances  of  their  deaths  as  are  ufually  the  confolations 
and  recompenfes  of  fuch  cataftrophes.  The  retreat 
had  been  a  rout  without  an  enemy,  and  the  French 
had  their  revenge  by  the  diibrder  and  confufion  of 
the  Englifh  themfelves ;  in  which  great  numbers  of 
noble  and  ignoble  were  crowded  to  death,  or  drowned 
without  the  help  of  an  enemy  :  and  as  fome  thou- 
lands  of  the  common  men  were  wanting,  fb  few  of 

thofe 
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thofe  principal  officers  who  attained  to  a  name  in 
war^  and  by  whofe  courage  and  experience  any  war 
was  to  be  conduifted,  could  be  found. 

The  eiFedls  of  this  overthrow  did  not  at  firft  ap* 
pear  in  whifpers,  murmurs^  and  invedives,  as  the  re- 
treat from  Cales  had  done ;  but  produced  fuch  a  ge<- 
neral  conftemation  over  the  face  of  the  whole  nation^ 
as  if  all  the  armies  of  France  and  Spain  were  united 
together^  and  had  covered  the  land :  mutinies  in  the 
fleet  and  army^  under  pretence  of  their  want  of  pay, 
(whereof  no  doubt  there  was  much  due  to  them)^  but 
in  truths  out  of  deteftation  of  the  fervice^  and  the  au-^ 
thority  of  the  Duke*  The  counties  throughout  the 
kingdom  were  fo  incenfed,  and  their  afFeiSlions  poi-^ 
foned,  that  they  refufed  to  fufFer  the  foldiers  to  be 
billetted  upon  them  ;  by  which  they  often  underwent 
greater  inconveniences  and  mifchiefs  than  they  endea*- 
voured  to  prevent.  The  endeavour  to  raife^ew  men  for 
the  recruit  of  the  army  by  preifing  (the  ufual  method 
that  had  commonly  been  pra6^ifed  upon  fuch  occa* 
lions)  found  oppofition  in  many  places;  and  the  author 
rity  by  which  it  was  done  not  fubmitted  to,  as  being 
counted  illegal*  This  produced  a  refort  to  martial  law^ 
by  which  many  wer»  executed ;  which  raifed  an  afpe-- 
rity  in  the  minds  of  more  than  of  the  corpmon  people. 
And  this  diftemper  was  fo  univer&l^  that  the  leaH  fpark  ^ 
ftill  meeting  with  combuftible  matter  enough  to  make 
a  flame^  all  wife  men  looked  upon  it  as  the  prediAion 
of  the  deftrudlion  and  diifolution  that  would  follow. 
Nor  was  there  a  ferenity  in  the  countenance  of  any 
mon^  who  had  age  and  esperience  enough  to  confider 
things  to  come ;  but  only  in  thofe  who  wilhed  the 
deftni  Aion  of  the  Duke,  and  thought  it  could  not  be 
purchftfed  at  too  dear  a  price,  and  looked  upon  this 
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flux  of  humours  as  an  inevitable  way  to  bring  it  to 
pafs* 

And  it  cannot  be  denied^  that  from  thcfe  two  wars 
fo  wi^etchedly  entered  into,  and  the  circumftances  be- 
fore mentioned,  and  which  flowed  from  thence,*  the 
Duke's  ruin  took  its  date ;  and  never  left  purfuing 
him,  till  that  execrable  aft  upon  his  perfon  ;  the  ma- 
lice whereof  was  contrafted  by  that  fole  evil  ^irit  of 
the.  time,  without  any  partner  in  the  confpiracy.  And 
the  venom  of  that  feafon  increafed  and  got  vigour, 
until,  from  one  licence  to  another,  it  proceeded  till 
the  nation  was  corrupted  to  that  monflxous  degree, 
that  it  grew  fatiated,  and  weary  of  the  government  it- 
felf ;  under  which  it  had  enjoyed  a  greater  meafure  of 
felicity,  than  any  nation  was  ever  poflefled  of ;  and 
which  could  never  be  continued  to  them,  but  under 
the  fame  government.  And  as  thefe  calamities  origi- 
nally fprung  from  the  inordinate  appetite  and  paflion 
of  this  young  man,  under  the  too  much  eaflnefs  o£  two 
indulgent  mailers,  and  the  concurrence  of  a  thoufand 
other  accidents ;  fo,  if  he  had  lived  longer,  the  obfer- 
vation  and  experience  he  had  gained,  which  had  very 
much  improved  his  underflanding,  with  the  greatnefs 
of  his  fpirit,  and  jealoufy  of  his  ciafter's  honour,  (to 
whom  his  fidelity  was  fuperior  to  any  temptati(Hi), 
might  have  repaired  many  of  the  inconveniences 
which  he  had  introduced,  and  would  have  prevented 
the  mifchiefs  which  were  the  natural  cffefts  of  thofc 
caufes. 
An  account  There  were  many  ftorics  fcattered  abroad  at  that 
tion  of  the  time,  of  leveral  prophecies  and  prediftions  of  the 
diSiih*  Duke's  untimely  and  violent  death.  Amongft  the 
reft  there  was  one,  which  was  upon  a  better  founda- 
tion of  credit  than  ufually  fuch  cKfcourfes  arc  founded 
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upon.     Tiiere  was  an  officer  in  the  King's  ward- 
robe in  Windfor  Caftle,  of  a  good  reputation  for  ho- 
nefty  and  difcretion,  and  then  about  the  age  of  fifty 
years,  or  more.    This  man  had,  in  his  youth,  been 
bred  in  a  fchool^  in  the  parifh  where  Sir  George  Villiers, 
the  father  of  the  Duke,  lived,  and  had  been  much 
cherifhed  and  obliged,  in  that  feafon  of  his  age,  by 
the  faid  Sir  George,  whom  afterwards  he  never  faw. 
About  fix  months  before  the  miferable  end  of  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  about  midnight,  this  man  be- 
ing in  his  bed  at  Windfor,  where  his  office  was,  and 
in  a  very  good  health,  there  appeared  to  him,  on  the 
fide  of  his  bed,  a  man  of  a  very  venerable  afped,  who 
drew  the  curtains  of  his  bed,  and,  fixing  his  eyes 
upon  him,  aficed  him,  if  he  knew  him.  The  poor  man, 
half  dead  with  fear  and  apprehenfion,  being  aficed  the 
fecond  time,  whether  he  remembered  him ;  and  hav- 
ing in  that  time  called  to  his  memory  the  prefence  of 
Sir  George  Villiers,  and  the  very  clothes  he  ufed  to 
wear,  in  which  at  that  time  he  feemed  to  be  habited, 
he  anfwered  him,  **  that  he  thought  him  to  be  that 
*^  perfon."     He  replied,  ^*  he  was  in  the  right ;  that 
*^  he  was  the  Tame,  and  that  he  expefted  a  fervice 
*^  from  him;  which  was,  that  he  fliould  go  from  him 
*^  to  his  fon  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  and  tell  him, 
'^  if  he  did  not  fomewhat  to  ingratiate  himfelf  to  the 
^^  people,  or,  at  leaft,  to  abate  the  extreme  malice  they 
'^  had  againfl:  him,  he  would  be  fufFered  to  live  but  a 
^^  fliort  time."     After  this  difcourfe  he  difappeared  ; 
and  the  poor  man,  if  he  had  been  at  all  waking,  fiept 
very  well  till  morning,  when  he  believed  all  this  to 
be  a  dream,  and  confidered  it  no  otherwife. 

The  next  night,  or  Ihortly  after,  the  fame  perfon 
appeared  to  him  again  in  the  fame  place,  and  about  the 
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fame  time  of  the  night,  with  an  afp^<ft  1  little  moire 
fevere  than  before,  and  alked  him>  #hether  he  had 
done  as  he  had  required  hixn :  and  perceiving  he  had 
riot,  gave  him  very  fevere  reprehenlions  j  told  hiihj  ^  he 
^*  expefted  more  compliahce  from  him ;  and  that^  if 
*^  he  did  not  perform  his  cohimands,  he  flioiild  enjoy 
**  no  peace  of  mind,  but  Ihould  be  always  jpurfued  by 
*'  him :"  upon  which,  he  promifed  him  to  dbey  him.  But 
the  next  morning  waking  but  of  a  good  fleep,  though 
he  was  exceedingly  perplexed  with  the  lively  repre- 
fentation  of  all  particulars  to  his  memory,  he  was  will- 
ing ftill  to  perfuade  himfelf  that  he  had  only  dreamed ; 
dnd  confidered,  that  he  was  a  perfon  at  fuch  a  diftance 
from  the  Duke,  that  he  knew  not  how  to  find  any  ad- 
miffion  to  his  prefencc,  much  lefs  had  any  hope  to 
be  believed  in  what  he  ihould  fey.  So  with  great 
trouble  and  unquietnefs,  he  fpent  fome  time  in  think- 
ing what  he  fhould  do,  and  in  the  end  refolved  to  do 
nothing  in  the  matter. 

The  fame  perfon  appeared  to  him  the  third  time,  with 
a  terrible  countenance,  and  bitterly  reproaching  him 
for  not  performing  what  he  had  promifed  to  do.  The 
poor  man  had  by  this  time  recovered  the  courage  to 
tell  him,  '*  That  in  truth  he  had  deferifed  the  iexecu- 
'*  tion  of  his  commands,  upon  confidering,  how  difE- 
*'  cult  a  thing  it  would  be  for  him  to  get  ahy  accefs 
**  to  the  Diikc,  having  acquaintance  with  no  perfon 
"  about  him ;  and  if  he  could  obtain  admiilion  to 
^'  him,  he  Ihould  never  be  able  to  perfuade  him,  that 
**  he  was  fent  in  fuch  a  manner ;  but  he  ihould  at 
**  beft  be  thought  to  be  mad,  or  to  be  fet  on  and  em- 
*'  ployed,  by  his  own  or  the  malice  of  other  men,  to 
^'  abufe  the  Duke ;  and  fo  he  ihould  be  fure  to  be 
^*  undone."  The  perfon  replied,  tts  hfe  had  done  be- 
fore. 
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fore,  «  That  he  fliould  iiever  find  reft,  till  he  Ihould 
^  perfonn  what  he  required ;  and  therefore  he  were 
•^  better  to  difpatch  it-:  that  the  accefs  to  his  fon  was 
"  known  to  be  very  eafy ;  and  that  few  men  waited 
*^  long  for  hinl :  and  for  the  gaining  him  credit,  he 
^^  would  tell  him  two  or  three  particulars,  which  he 
^'  charged  him  never  to  mention  to  any  perfon  living, 
*'  but  to  the  Duke  himfelf ;  and  he  fliould  no  fooner 
^^  hear  them»  but  he  would  believe  all  the  reft  he 
"  fhould  fay  :'*  and  fo  repeating  his  threats  he  left 
him. 

In  the  morning,  the  poor  man,  more  confirmed  by 
the  laft  appearance,  made  h^is  journey  to  London; 
whete  the  Court  then  was.  •  He  was  very  well  known 
to  Sir  Ralph  Freeman,  one  of  the  Matters  of  Requefts, 
who  had  married  a  lady  that  was  nearly  allied  to  the 
Duke^  and  was  himfelf  well  received  by  him.  To 
him  this  man  went ;  and  though  Jhe  did  not  acquaint 
him  with  all  particulars,  he  faid  enough  to  him  to 
let  him  (be  there  was  fomewhat  extraordinary  in  it ; 
gnd  the  knowledge  he  had  of  the  fobriety  and  dif- 
cretion  of  the  man  jnade  the  more  impreffion  in  him. 
He  defired  that  "  by  his  means  he  might  be  brought 
*^  to  the  Duke ;  to  .fuch  a  place,  and  in  fuch  a  nian- 
*^  ner,  as  fliould  be  thought  fit :"  affirming,  ^^  That 
^^  he  ^d  much  to  fay  to  him  i  and  of  fuch  a  nature, 
*f  as  would  require  much  privacy,  and  fome  time  and 
*^  patience  in  the  hearing.'*  Sir  Ralph  promifed  "  he 
^*  would  fpeak  firft  with  the  Duke  of  him,  and  then 
^  he  fhould  underftand.his  pleafure  :'*  and  according- 
Jy,  in  the  firft  opportunity,  he  did  inform  him  of  the 
reputation  and  lionefty  of  the  man,  and  then  what  he 
'defired,  and  of  all  he  knew  of  the  matter.  The  Duke, 
according  to  his  ufual  opennefs  and  condefcenfion, 
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told  him,  "  That  he  was  the  next  day  early  to  hunt 
^^  with  the  King ;  that  his  horfes  ihould  attend  him 
"  at  Lambeth-bridge,  where  he  would  land  by  five  of 
*^  the  clock  in  the  morning  j  and  if  the  man  attended 
^«  him  there  at  that  hour,  he  would  Walk,  and  fpeak 
"  with  him,  as  long  as  fhould  be  neceflary.'*  Sir 
Ralph  carried  the  man  with  him  the  next  morning, 
and  prefented  him  to  the  Duke  at  his  landing,  who 
received  him  courteouflyj  and  walked  afide  in  confer* 
ence  near  an  hour,  none  but  his  own  fervants  being 
at  that  hour  in  that  place ;  and  they  and  Sir  Ralph 
at  fuch  a  diftance,  that  they  could  not  hear  a  word, 
though  the  Duke  fometimes  fpoke,  and  with  great  com- 
motion ;  which  Sir  Ralph  the  more  eafily  obfcrved, 
and  perceived,  becaufe  he  kept  his  eyes  always  fixed 
upon  the  Duke ;  having  procured  the  conference,  upon 
fomewhat  he  knew  there  was  of  extraordinary.  And 
the  man  told  him  in  his  return  over  the  water,  **  That 
^'  when  he  mentioned  thofe  particulars  which  were  to 
^^  gain  him  credit,  the  fubftance  whereof  he  faid  he 
^^  durft  not  impart  to  him,  the  Duke's  colour  changed, 
<*  and  he  fwore  he  could  come  to  that  knowledge  only 
**  by  the  Devil;  for  that  thofe  particulars  were  known 
^*  only  to  himfelf,  and  to  one  perfon  more,  who,  he 
*^  was  fure,  would  never  fpeak  of  it." 

The  Duke  purfued  his  purpofe  of  hunting;  but 
was  obferved  to  ride  all  the  morning  with  great  pen- 
fivenefs,  and  in  deep  thoughts,  without  any  delight 
in  the  exercife  he  was  upon  ;  and  before  the  morning 
was  fpent,  left  the  field,  and  alighted  at  his  mother's 
*  lodgings  in  Whitehall ;  with  whom  he  was  fliut  up 
for  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  hours ;  the  noife  of  their 
difcourfe  frequently  reaching  the  ears  of  thofe  who 
attended  in  the  next  rooms :  and  when  the  Duke  left 
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her,  his  countenance  appeared  full  of  trouble,  with  a 
mixture  of  anger ;  a  countenance  that  was  never  before 
obfenred  in  him,  in  any  converfation  with  her,  towards 
whom  he  had  a  profound  reverence.  And  the  Countefs 
herfclf  (for  though  Ihe  was  married  to  a  private  gen- 
tleman. Sir  Thomas  Compton,  fhe  had  been  created 
Countefs  of  Buckingham,  fhortly  after  her  fon  had 
firft  afliimed  that  title)  was,  at  the  TXike*s  leaving  her^ 
found  overwhelmed  in  tears,  and  in  the  highefl:  agony 
imaginable.  Whatever  there  was  of  all  this,  it  is  a 
notorious  truth,  that  when  the  news  of  the  Duke's 
murthcr  (which  happened  within  few  months  after)  was 
brought  to  his  mother,  Ihe  feemed  not  in  the  leaft  de* 
gree  furprifed ;  but  received  it  as  if  Ihe  had  forefeen 
it;  nor  did  afterwards  exprefs  fuch  a  degree  of  for* 
row,  as  was  expe  Aed  from  fuch  a  mother,  for  the  lofs 
of  fuch  a  fon. 

This  digrelHon,  much  longer  than  it  was  intended, 
may  not  be  thought  altogether  improper  in  this  dif- 
courfe.  For  as  the  mention  of  his  death  was  very 
pertinent,  in  the  place,  and  upon  the  occafion,  it  hap* 
pened  to  be  made  ;  fo  upon  that  occafion  it  feemed 
the  more  rcafonable  to  digrefs  upon  the  nature,  and 
charadler,  and  fortune  of  the  Duke ;  as  being  the 
beft  mirror  to  difcem  the  temper  and  fpirit  of  that 
^gQ,  luid  the  wonderful  concurrence  of  many  fatal 
-accidents,  tp  disfigure  the  government  of  two  excel- 
lent Kings ;  under  whom  thair  kingdoms  in  general 
profpered  exceedingly,  and  enjoyed  a  longer  peace,  a 
greater  plenty,  and  in  fuller  fecurity,  than  had  been  in 
^ny  former  age. 

And  becaufe  there  was  fo  total  a  change  of  all  coun-A  profpca 
fcls,  and  in  the  whole  fece  of  the  Court,  upon  the  death ^d  the  mu 
of  that  mighty  favourite;  all  thoughts  of  war  being^^f^^f 
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prefcntly  laid  ifide,  (though  there  was  a  faint  looking 
towards  the  relief  of  Rochelle  by  the  Fleet,  that  was 
ready  under  the  command  of  the  Earl  of  Lindfey),  and 
the  provifions  for  peace  and  plenty  taken  to  heart ;  it 
will  not  be  unufeful  nor  unpleafant  to  enlarge  the  di- 
greffion,  before  a  return  to  the  proper  fubjedl  of  the  dif- 
courfe,  by  a  profpedt  of  the  Conftitution  of  the  Court, 
after  that  bright  ftar  was  fliot  out  of  the  horizon :  who 
Were  the  chief  MiniAers,  that  had  the  principal  ma- 
nagement of  public  affairs  in  Church  and  State ;  and 
how  equal  their  faculties  and  qualifications  were  for 
thofe  high  tranfadtions ;  in  which  mention  Ihall  be  only 
made  of  thofe  who  were  then  in  the  higheft  truft ;  there 
being  at  that  time  no  ladies,  who  had  difpofed  theih- 
felves  to  intermeddle  in  bufinefs :  and  hereafter,  when 
that  aftivity  begun,  and  made  any  progrefs,  it  will  be 
again  neceflary  to  take  a  new  furvey  of  the  Court  upon 
that  alteration. 
Of  the  Lord     Sir  Thomas  Coventry  was  then  Lord  Keeper  of  the 
ventfy^     Great  Seal  of  England,  and  newly  made  a  Baron.    He 
was  a  fon  of  the  Robe,  his  father  having  been  a  Judge 
in  the  Court  of  the  Common  Pleas ;  who  took  great 
care  to  breed  him,  though  his  firft  born,  in  the  ftudy 
of  the  Common  Law ;  by  which  he  himfelf  had  been 
promoted  to  that  degree ;  and  in  which,  in  the  So- 
ciety of  the  Inner  Temple,  his  fon  made  a  notable 
progrefs,  by  an  early  eminence  in  praAice  and  learn- 
ing ;  infomuch  as  he  was  Recorder  of  London,  Soli- 
citor General,  and  King's  Attorney,  before  he  was 
forty  years  of  age.     A  rare  afcent !  All  which  offices 
he  difcharged  with  great  abilities,  and  Angular  repu- 
tation of  integrity.     In  the  firft  year  after  the  death 
of  King  James,  he  was  advanced  to  be  Keeper  of  the 
Great  Seal  of  England  (the  ufual  advancement  from 

the 


OF  THE  RgJlSLLIQN,  &c.  ^I 

|he  officp  of  Attorney  General)  upon  the  remQYal  of 
the  Biftop  of  Lincoln  ;  whip,  tjipugh  a  man  of  great 
vnt  and  gQo4  fcholaftic  learning,  was  generally  thought 
fo  yery  unequal  to  the  place,  that  liis  remove  was  the 
only  recpmp^nc^  and  fatisfaAion  that  could  be  made 
for  hh  promotion.  And  yet  it  was  enough  knQwn, 
that  the  difgrace  proceeded  only  from  the  private  dif* 
pleafure  o{  the  Puke  of  Buckingham.  The  Lord  Co- 
ventry enjoyed  this  place  with  an  univerfal  reputa- 
tion (and  f^re  juilice  was  never  better  adminiftered) 
for  the  fpace  of  about  fixteen  years,  even  to  his 
death,  £bme  months  before  his  was  fixty  years  of  age  ; 
which  was  another  important  circumftance  of  his  fe- 
licity, that  great  office  being  fo  flippery,  that  no  man 
had  died  in  it  before  for  near  the  fpace  of  forty 
years.  Nor  had  his  fucceffors,  for  fome  time  after 
him,  much  better  fortune.  An(J  he  himfelf  had  ufe 
of  all  his  ftrength  and  ikill  (as  he  was  an  excellent 
wreftler  in  this  kind)  to  preferve  himfelf  from  falling, 
in  two  fliocks :  the  one  given  him  by  the  Earl  of 
Portland,  Lord  High  Treafurer  of  England;  the  other 
by  the  Marquis  o{  Hamilton,  who  had  the  greateft 
power  over  the  aiFedtions  of  the  King  of  any  man  of 
that  time. 

He  was  a  man  of  wonderful  gravity  and  wifdom  ; 
and  underftood  not  only  the  whole  fcience  and  myf- 
tery  of  the  law,  at  leaft  equally  with  any  man  who  had 
ever  fate  in  that  place ;  but  had  a  clear  conception  of 
the  whole  policy  of  the  government  both  of  Church 
and  State,  which,  by  the  unikilfulnefs  of  fome  well 
meaning  men,  juilled  each  the  other  too  much. 

He  knew  the  temper,  difpofition,  and  genius  of  the 
kingdom  moftexadly;  faw  their  fpirits  grow  every' 
day  more  fturdy,  inquifitive,  and  impatient;    and 
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therefore  naturally  abhorred  all  innovations,  which  he 
forefaw  would  produce  ruinous  efFe<fts.  Yet  many, 
who  ftood  at  a  diftanee,  thought  that  he  was  not  aftive 
and  ftout  enough  in  oppofing  thofe  innovations.  For 
though,  by  his  place,  he  prefided  in  all  public  coun- 
fels,  and  was  moft  Iharp-fighted  in  the  confequence 
of  things ;  yet  he  was  feldom  known  to  fpeak  in  mat- 
ters of  ftate,  which,  he  well  knew,  were  for  the  moft 
part  concluded,  before  they  were  brought  to  that 
public  agitation ;  never  in  foreign  affairs,  which  the 
vigour  of  his  judgment  could  well  Jiave  comprehend- 
ed ;  nor  indeed  freely  in  any  thing,  but  what  imme- 
diately and  plainly  concerned  the  juftice  of  the  king- 
dom ;  and  in  that,  as  much  as  he  could,  he  procured 
references  to  the  Judges.  Though  in  his  nature  he 
had  not  only  a  firm  gravity,  but  a  feverity,  and 
even  fome  morofity  ;  yet  it  was  fo  happily  tempered, 
and  his  courtefy  and  affability  towards  all  men  fo 
tranfcendent,  and  fo  much  without  afFedlation,  that  it 
marvelloully  recommended  him  to  all  men  of  all  de- 
grees, and  he  was  looked  upon  as  an  excellent  Cour- 
tier, without  receding  from  the  native  fimplicity  of 
his  own  manners. 

'  He  had,  in  the  pla,in  way  of  fpeaking  and  delivery, 
without  much  ornament  of  elocution,  a  ftrange  power 
of  making  himfelf  believed,  the  only  juftifiable  defign 
of  eloquence  :  fo  that  though  he  ufed  very  frankly  to 
deny,  and  would  never  fufFer  any  man  to  depart  from 
him  with  an  opinion  that  he  was  inclined  to  gratify, 
when  in  truth  he  was  not,  holding  that  diffimulation 
to  be  the  worft  of  lying  ;  yet  the  manner  of  it  was  fo 
gentle  and  obliging,  and  his  condefcenfion  fuch,  to 
inform  the  perfons  whom  he  could  not  fatisfy,  that 
few  departed  from  him  with  ill  will^  and  ill  wifhe^. 

But 
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But  then,  this  happy  temper  and  thefe  good  facul- 
ties rather  preferved  him  from  having  many  enemies, 
and  fupplied  him  with  fome  well-wifhers,  than  fur- 
nifhed  him  with  any  fafk  and  unlhaken  friends  ;  who 
are  always  procured  in  courts  by  more  ardour,  and 
more  vehement  profefflons  and  applications,  than  he 
would  fufFer  himfelf  to  be  entangled  with.  So  that 
he  was  a  man  rather  exceedingly  liked,  than  paffion- 
ately  loved ;  infomuch  that  it  never  appeared,  that 
he  had  any.  one  friend  in  the  Court,  of  quality  enough 
to  prevent  or  divert  any  difadvantage  he  might  be 
expofed  to.  And  therefore  it  is  no  wonder,  nor  to  be 
imputed  to  him,  that  he  retired  within  himfelf  as 
much  as  he  could,  and  flood  upon  Jiis  defence  with- 
out making  defperate  Tallies  againft  growing  mif- 
chiefs  ;  which,  he  well  knew,  he  had  no  power  to 
hinder,  and  which  might  probably  begin  in  his  own 
Tutn.  To  conclude;  his  fecurity  confifted  very  much 
in  his  having  but  little  credit  with  the  King  ;  and  he 
died  in  a  feafon  moft  opportune,  in  which  a  wife  man 
would  have  prayed  \o  have  finilhed  his  courfe,  and 
which  in  truth  crowned  his  other  fignal  profperity  in 
the  world. 

Sir  Richard  Wefton  had  been  advanced  to  the of  the 
white  flrafF,  into  the  office  of  Lord  High  Treafurer  of^re^Jw^rT 
England,  fome  months  before  the  death  of  the  Duke'^^^^^^/^ 
of  Buckingham;  and  had,  in  that  fhort  time,  fo  much 
difobliged  him,  at  leaft  difappointed  his  expeAation, 
that  many,  who  were  privy  to  the  Duke's  moft  fecret 
purpofes,  did  believe,  that,  if  he  had  outlived  that 
voyage  in  which  he  was  engaged,  he  would  have  re- 
moved him,  and  made  another  Treafurer.     And  it  is 
very  true,  that  great  office  too  had  been  very  flippery, 
and  not  faft  to  thofe  who  had  trufted  themfelves  in 
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it :  infomuch  as  there  were  at  that  time  five  noble 
perfons  alive^  who  had  all  fucceedeci  one  another  im^ 
mediately  in  that  unfteady  charg^^  without  any  other 
perfon  intervening;  the  JB^rl  of  Suffolk  ^  the  Lord 
Vifcount  Mandevile^  afterwards  Earl  of  Manchejler  { 
the  Earl  of  Middlefex ;  and  th^  Earl  of  Marlbo- 
roughs  who  was  removed  under  pretence  of  his  ag^ 
and  difability  for  the  work,  (which  had  been  a  better 
reafbn  againil  his  promotion,  fo  few  years  before^  that 
his  infirmities  were  very  little  increafed)^  to  make 
room  for  the  prefent  oificer ;  vfho,  though  advanced 
by  the  Duke^  may  properly  be  faid  to  be  eftabliihed 
by  his  death. 

He  was  a  gentleman  of  a  very  ancient  extra<5lioo 
by  father  and  mother.  His  education  had  beeo 
very  good  amongft  books  and  men.  After  fome 
years  flaidy  of  the  law  in  the  Middle  Temple,  he  tra*. 
yelled  into  foreign  parts,  and  at  an  age  fit  to  make  ob^ 
fervations  and  refledtions ;  out  of  which,  that  which 
is  commonly  called  experience  is  coiniiituted.  After 
this  he  betook  himfelf  to  the  Court,  and  lived  there 
fome  years  i  at  that  diftance,  and  with  that  awe^  as 
was  agreeable  to  the  modefty  of  the  age,  when  men 
were  feen  fome  time  before  they  were  known  5  and 
well  known  before  they  were  preferred,  or  durft  pre- 
tend to  it. 

He  fpent  the  beft  part  of  his  fortune  (a  fair  one, 
that  he  inherited  from  his  father)  in  his  attendance  At 
Court,  and  involved  his  friends  in  fecurities  with  hinj, 
who  were  willing  to  run  his  hopeful  fortune,  before 
he  received  the  leaft  fruit  from  it,  but  the  counte- 
nance of  great  men  and  thofe  in  authority,  the  moft 
natural  and  moft  certain  ftairs  to  afcend  by. 

He  was  thien  fent.Ambaflador  to  the  Arch-DukftJ, 

Albert 
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Albert  and  Ifabella,  into  Flanders ;  and  to  tlie  Diet  in 
Germany,  to  treat  about  the  reftitution  of  the  Palati- 
nate ;  in  which  negociation  he  behaved  himfelf  with 
great  prudence,  and  with  the  concurrent  tcftimony  of 
his  being  a  wife  man,  from  all  thofe  princes  and  am- 
bafladors  with  whom  he  treated. 

Upon  his  return,  he  was  made  a  Privy-Counfellor, 
and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in  the  place  of  the 
Lord  Brooke,  who  was  either  perfuaded,  or  put  out  of 
the  place ;  which,  being  an  office  t)f  honour  and  truft, 
is  likewife  an  excellent  ftage  for  men  of  parts  to 
tread,  and  expofe  themfelves  upon  ;  where  they  have 
occalions  of  all  kinds  to  lay  out  and  fpread  all  their 
faculties  and  qtialificisttions  moft  for  their  advantage. 
He  behaved  himfelf  very  well  in  this  funiftion,  and 
appeared  equal  to  it ;  and  carried  himfelf  fo  luckily 
in  Parliament,  that  he  did  his  mafter  much  fervice, 
and  preferved  himfelf  in  the  good  opinion  and  accep- 
tation of  the  Houfe  ;  which  is  a  bleffing  not  indulged 
to  many  by  thofe  high  powers.  He  did  fwim  in  thofe 
troubled  and  boifkerous  waters,  in  which  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham  rode  as  Admiral,  with  a  good  grace, 
Hvhen  very  many  who  were  about  him  were  drowned, 
or  forced  oh  Ihore  with  Ihrewd  hurts  and  bruifes: 
which  Ihewed  he  knew  well  how  and  when  to  ufe  his 
limbs  and  ftrength  to  the  beft  advantage ;  fometimes 
only  to  avoid  linking,  and  fometimes  to  advance  and 
get  ground :  and  by  this  dexterity  he  kept  his  credit 
with  thofe  who  could  do  him  good,  and  loft  it  not 
with  others,  who  defired  the  deftrudion  of  thofe  up- 
on Whom  he  moft  depended. 

He  was  made  Lord  Treafurer  in  the  manner  and  at 
the  time  mentioned  before,  upon  the  removal  of  the 
Earl  of  Marlborough,  and  few  months  before  the 

death 
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death  of  the  Duke.  The  fonner  drcmnflance,  which 
is  often  attended  by  compaffion  towards  the  degiad- 
ed^  and  prejudice  towards  the  promoted,  brought  him 
no  diiadvantage  :  for  befides  the  ddight  that  (eaibn 
had  in  changes,  there  was  little  reverence  towards  the 
perfon  removed ;  and  the  extreme  vifible  poverty  of 
the  Exchequer  iheltered  that  province  from  the  envy 
it  had  fiequendy  created,  and  opened  a  door  for 
much  spplaaiic  to  be  the  portion  of  a  wife  and  provi^ 
dent  minifter.  For  the  other,  of  the  Duke*s  deaths 
though  fixne,  who  knew  the  Duke^s  paffions  and  pre- 
judice^ (which  often  produced  rather  fudden  indiipo- 
fition^  than  obftinate  refolution),  believed  he  would 
have  been  fhordy  caihiered,  as  fo  many  had  lately 
been ;  and  fo  that  the  death  of  his  Founder  was  a 
greater  confirmation  of  him  in  the  office,  than  the 
delivery  of  the  white  flaff  to  him  had  been :  yet  ma* 
ny  other  wife  men,  who  knew  the  Treafurer*s  talent 
in  removing  prejudice,  and  reconciling  himielf  to 
wavering  and  doubtful  afie^ons,  believed,  that  the 
lofs  of  the  Duke  was  very  unfeafonable  ;  and  that  the 
awe  or  apprehenfion  of  his  power  and  difpleafure  was  a 
very  neceflary  alloy  for  the  impetuofity  of  the  new 
officer^s  nature,  which  needed  fome  reftraint  and 
check,  for  fome  time,  to  his  immoderate  pretences, 
and  appetite  of  (Kmen 

He  did  indeed  appear  on  the  fudden  wonderfully 
elated,  and  fo  far  threw  off  his  old  affectation  to 
pleafe  fome  very  much,  and  to  difpleafe  none,  in 
which  art  he  had  excelled,  that  in  few  months  after  the 
Duke's  death  he  found  himfelf  to  fucceed  him  in  the 
public  difpleafure,  and  in  the  malice  of  his  enemies, 
without  fucceeding  him  in  his  credit  at  Court,  oy  in 
the  affedlion  of  any  coufiderable  dependants*    And 

yet. 
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yet,  though  he  was  not.fuperior  to  all  other  men  in 
the  afFeftion,  or  rather  refignation,  of  the  King,  fo 
that  he  might  difpenfe  favours  and  disfavours  accord- 
ing  to  his  own  eleAion,  he  had  a  full  fliare  in  hh 
matter's  efteem,  who  looked  upon  him  as  a  wife  and 
able  fervant,  and  worthy  of  the  trufl  he  repofed  in 
him,  and  received  no  other  advice  in  the  large  bufi- 
nefs  of  his  revenue ;  nor  was  any  man  fo  much  his 
fuperior,  as  to  be  able  to  lefTen  him  in  the  King's  af- 
fedlion  by  his  power.  So  that  he  was  in  a  poft,  in 
which  he  might  have  found  much  eafe  and  delight,  if 
he  could  have  contained  himfelf  within  the  verge  of 
his  own  province,  which  was  large  enough,  and  of 
fuch  extent,  that  he  might,  at  the  fame  time,  have 
drawn  a  great  dependence  upon  him  of  very  confider- 
able  men,  and  have  appeared  a  very  ufeful  and  profit- 
able minifler  to  the  King ;  whofe  revenue  had  been  very 
loofely  managed  during  the  late  years,  and  might,  by 
induftry  and  order,  have  been  eafily  improved :  and 
no  man  better  underftood  what  method  was  necefTary 
towards  that  good  hufbandry,  than  he. 

But  I  know  not  by  what  frowardnefs  in  his  firars, 
he  took  n^ore  pains  in  examining  and  inquiring  into 
other  men's  offices,  than  in  the  difcharge  of  his  own  jf 
and  not  fo  much  joy  in  what  he  had,  as  trouble  and 
agony  for  what  he  had  not.  The  truth  is,  he  had  fo 
vehement  a  defire  to  be  the  fole  favourite,  that  he 
had  no  relifh  of  the  power  he  had :  and  in  that  con- 
tention he  had  many  rivals,  who  had  credit  enough  to 
do  him  ill  offices,  though  not  enough  to  fatisfy  their 
own  ambition;  the  King  himfelf  being  refolved  to  hold 
the  reins  in  his  own  hands,  and  to  put  no  further 
truft  in  others,  than  was  necefTary  for  the  capacity 
they  fervcd  in.    Which  rcfolution  in  his  Majefly  was 

no 
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no  fooner  believed^  and  the  Treafiirer's  pretence  taken 
notice  of,  than  he  found  the  number  of  his  enemies 
exceedingly  increafed^  and  others  to  be  lefs  eager 
in  the  purfuit  of  his  friendlhip ;  and  every  day  difco- 
vered  fome  infirmities  in  him^  which  beix^  before 
known  to  few,  and  not  talcen  notice  of,  did  now  ex- 
pofe  him  both  to  public  reproach,  and  to  privalse  ani« 
mofities  ;  and  even  his  vices  admitted  thofe  contra- 
di  Aions  iti  them^  that  he  could  hardly  enjoy  the  {dea« 
fant  fruit  of  any  of  thenu  That  which  firft  expofed 
him  to  the  public  jealoufy,  which  is  always  attended 
with  public  reproach,  was  the  concurrent  fufpicion  of 
his  religion.  His  wife  and  all  his  dat^hters  were  de<* 
clared  of  the  Roman  religion :  and  though  he  him^ 
felf,  and  his  fons,  fometimes  went  to  Churchy  he  was 
never  thought  to  have  zeal  for  it ;  and  his  domeftic 
converfation  and  depend^uits,  with  whom  only  he  ufed 
entire  freedom,  were  all  known  Papifts,  and  were  be- 
^  lieved  to  be  agents  for  the  reft.  And  yet,  with  all 
this  difadvantage  to  himfelf,  he  never  had  reputation 
and  credit  with  that  party^  who  were  the  only  people 
0(  the  kingdom  who  did  not  believe  him  tQ  be  of 
their  profefiion.  For  the  penal  laws  (thofe  oifly  e^c- 
ce];fted  which  were  languinary,  and  evei^  thofe  fome- 
times let  loofe)  were  never  more  ri^dly  isecuted,  nor 
had  the  Crown  ever  fo  great  a  revenue  (rom  theoi^  as 
in  his  tin^ ;  nor  did  they  ever  pay  fo  dear  for  the  &* 
TOurs  and  indulgences  of  ids  office  towards  them. 

No  man  had  greater  ambition  to  make  his  £unily 
greot^  or  ftronger  deiigns  to  leaw  a  great  fortune  to 
it.  Yet  his  expences  were  fo  prodigious,  eipecially 
in  his  houfe,  that  all  the  ways  lie  vfed  for  fupply, 
which  were  all  that  occurred,  couid  not  .ferve  his 
turn;   infomuch  that  he  contra£^ed  fo  great  debts, 

(the 


OF  tHB  HEBSLLION,  &c.  ^9 

(the  anxiety  whereof,  he  pretended^  broke  his  mind, 
and  reftrained  that  attention  and  induilry,  which  was 
neceflary  for  the  due  execution  of  his  office),  that  the 
King  was  pleafed  twice  to  pay  his  debts  5  at  leaft,  to- 
wards it,  to  dilburfe  forty  thoufand  pounds  in  ready 
money  Out  of  his  Exchequer.  Befides,  his  Majefty 
gave  him  a  whole  fofeft  (Chute  foreft  in  Hampihire) 
and  much  other  land  belonging  to  the  Crown;  which 
was  thfe  more  taken  notice  of,  and  murmured  againft, 
becaufe,  being  the  chief  minifter  of  the  revenue,  he 
was  particularly  obliged,  as  niuch  as  in  him  lay,  to 
prevent,  and  even  oppofe,  fuch  difinherifon ;  and  be- 
caufe,  under  that  obligation,  he  had,  avowedly  and 
fourly,  croflTed  the  pretences  of  other  men,  and  re- 
ftrained the  King's  bounty  from  being  exercifed  aU 
moft  to  any.  And  he  had  that  advantage,  (if  he  had 
made  the  right  ufe  of  it),  that  his  credit  was  ample 
enough  (feconded  by  the  King's  own  experience,  and 
obfervadon,  Mid  inclination)  to  retrench  very  much 
of  the  late  unlimited  expences,  and  efpecially  thofe  of 
bounties ;  which  from  the  death  of  the  Duke  ran  in 
narrower  channels,  and  never  fo  much  overflowed  as 
towards  himfelf,  who  ftopped  the  current  to  other 
men.  k 

He  was  of^n  imperious  nature,  and  notliing  wary 
in  difobliging  and  provoking  other  men,  and  had  too 
much  courage  in  6ffehding  and  incenfing  them  :  but 
after  having  offended  them,  he  was  of  fo  unhappy  a 
feminine  temper,  that  he  was  always  in  a  terrible 
fright  and  appreheiifioh  of  them. 

He  had  not  that  application,  and  fubmiifion,  and 
reverence  for  the  -Queen,  as  might  have  been  expeft- 
*d  from  his  wifdom  and  breeding,  and  often  crolTed 
her  pretences  and  defires,  with  more  rudenefs  than 

was 
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was  natural  to  him.  Yet  he  was  impertinently  feli- 
citous to  know  what  her  Majefty  faid  of  him  in  pri- 
vate^  and  what  refentments  ihe  had  towards  him. 
And  when  by  fome  confidents^  who  had  their  ends 
upon  him  from  thofe  offices^  he  was  informed  of  fome 
bitter  expreflions  fallen  from  her  Majefty,  he  was  fo 
exceedingly  afSliAeid  and  tormented  with  the  fenfe  of 
it,  that  fometimes  by  paffionate  complaints  and  repre- 
fentations  to  the  King;  fometimes  by  more  dutiful 
addreffes  and  expofhilations  with  the  Queen,  in  be- 
wailing hiB  misfortune ;  he  frequently  expofed  him- 
felf,  and  left  his  condition  worfe  than  it  was  before ; 
and  the  eclairciflement  commonly  ended  in  the  difco- 
very  of  the  perfons  from  whom  he  had  received  his 
moft  fecret  intelligence. 

He  quickly  loft  the  character  of  a  bold^  ilout^  and 
magnanimous  man^  which  he  had  been  long  reputed 
to  be  in  worfe  times ;  and,  in  his  moil  profperous  fea- 
fon,  fell  under  the  reproach  of  being  a  man  of  big 
looks,  and  of  a  mean  and  abjedi  fpirit. 

There  was  a  very  ridiculous  flory  at  that  time  in 
the  mouths  of  many,  which,  being  a  known  truth, 
may  not  be  unfitly  mentioned  in  this  place,  as  a  kind 
of  illufhation  of  the  humour  and  nature  of  the  man. 
Sir  Julius  Caefar  was  then  Mailer  of  tne  Rolls,  and 
had,  inherent  in  his  office,  the  indubitable  right  and 
difpoiition  of  the  Six  Clerks'  places;  all  which  he  had, 
for  many  years,  upon  any  vacancy,  beflrowed  to  fuch 
perfons  as  he  thought  fit.  One  of  thofe  places  was 
become  void,  and  defigned  by  the  old  man  to  his  fon 
Robert  Caefar,  a  lawyer  of  a  good  name,  and  exceed- 
ingly beloved.  The  Lord  Treafurer  (as  he  was  vigi- 
lant in  fuch  cafes)  had  notice  of  the  Clerk's  expiration 
fo  foon,  that  he  procured  the  King  to  fend  a  mefTage 

to 
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to  the  Mafter  of  the  RoIIs^  exprefsly  forbidding  him 
to  difpofe  of  that  Six-Clerk*s  place,  till  his  Majefty^d 
pleafure  ihould  be  further  made  known  to  him.  It 
was  the  firft  command  of  that  kind  that  had  been 
heard  of,  and  was  felt  by  the  old  man  very  fenlibly.  He 
was  indeed  very  old,  and  had  outlived  moft  of  liis 
friends,  fo  that  his  age  was  an  objection  againft  him  ; 
many  perfons  of  quality  being  dead,  who  had,  for  re- 
compenfe  of  fervices,  procured  the  reverfion  of  his 
office.  The  Treafurer  found  it  no  hard  matter  fo  far 
to  terrify  him,  that  (for  the  King's  fervice,  as  was 
pretended)  he  admitted  for  a  Six-Clerk  a  perfon  re- 
conmiended  by  him,  (Mr.  Fern,  a  dependant  upon 
him),  who  paid  fix  thoufand  pound  ready  money; 
which,  poor  man  I  he  lived  to  repent  in  a  gaol.  This 
work  being  done  at  the  charge  of.  the  poor  old  man, 
who  had  been  a  Pri^'y-Counfellor  from  the  entrance 
of  King  James,  had  been  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, and  ferved  in  other  offices  %  the  depriving  him 
of  his  right  made  a  great  noife  :  and  the  condition  of 
his  fon,  (his  father  being  not  likely  to  live  to  have  the 
difpofal  of  another  office  in  his  power),  who,  as  was 
faid  before,  was  generally  beloved  and  eflreemed, 
was  argument  of  great  compaffion,  and  was  lively  and 
fucceisfully  reprefented  to  the  King  himfelf ;  who 
was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  promife,  that,  <<  if  the  old 
^^  man  chanced  to  die  before  any  other  of  the  Six-* 
^  Clerks,  that  office,  when  it  ihould  fall,  ihould  be 
^*  conferred  on  his  fon,  whofoever  ihould  fucceed  him 
"  as  Mailer  of  the  Rolls  :'*  which  might  well  be  pro- 
vided for;  and  the  Lord  Treafurer  obliged  himfelf  (to 
expiate  the  injury)  to  procure  fome  declaration  to  that 
pnrpofe, under  his  Majefty*s  iign  manual;  which,  how- 
ever eafy  to  be  done,  he  .long  forgot,  or  neglected. 
VOL.  I.  G  One 
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One  day  the  Earl  of  TuUibaf dine,  who  was  nearly 
allied  to  Mr.  Caefar,  and  much  his  friend^  being  with 
the  Treafurer,  paffionately  afked  him,' "  Whether  he 
"  had  done  that  bufinefs  ?"  To  whom  he  anfw^ed 
with  a  feeming  trouble,  "  That  he  had  forgotten  it, 
^^  for  which  he  was  heartily  forry ;  and  if  he  would 
^*  give  him  a  little  note  in  writing,  for  a  memorial,  he 
"  would  put  it  amongft  thofe  which  he  would  dif- 
"  patch  with  the  King  that  afternoon/'  The  Earl 
prefently  writ  in  a  little  paper.  Remember  defar ;  and 
gave  it  to  him  ;  and  he  put  it  into  that  little  pocket, 
where,  he  faid,  he  kept  all  his  memorials  which  were 
firft  to  be  tranfadled. 

Many  days  paffed,  and  Caefar  never  thought  of. 
At  length,  when  he  changed  his  clothes,  and  he  who 
waited  on  him  in  his  chamber,  Sccording  to  cuilom, 
brought  him  all  the  notes  and  papers  which  were 
left  in  thofe  he  had  left  off,  which  he  then  commonly 
perufed ;  when  he  found  this  little  billet,  in  which 
was  only  written.  Remember  Cafar^  and  which  he  had 
never  read  before,  he  was  exceedingly  confounded, 
and  knew  not  what  to  make  or  think  of  it.  He  fent 
for  his  bofom  friends,  with  whonThe  moft  confident- 
ly confulted,  and  (hewed  the  paper  to  them,  the  con- 
tents whereof  he  could  not  conceive;  but  that  it 
might  probably  have  been  put  into  his  hand  (becaufe 
it  was  found  in  that  inclofure,  wherein  he  put  all 
things  of  moment  which  were  given  him)  when  he 
was  in  motion,  and  in  the  privy  lodgings  in  the 
Court.  After  a  ferious  and  melancholic  deliberation, 
it  was  agreed,  that  it  was  the  advertifement  from  fomc 
friend,  who  -durft  not  own  the  difcovcry :  that  it 
could  lignify  nothing  but  that  there  was  a  confpiracy 
againft  his  life>  by  his  many  and  mighty  enemies : 

and 
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and  they  all  knew  Caefar's  fate,  by  contemning  or 
neglecting  fuch  animadverfions.  And  therefore  they 
concluded,  that  he  fhould  pretend  to  be  indifpofed, 
that  he  might  not  Air  abroad  all  that  day,  nor  that 
any  might  be  admitted  to  him,  but  perfons  of  un- 
doubted afFe<ftions ;  that  at  night  the  gates  Ihould  be 
Ihut  early,  and  the  porter  enjoined  to  open  them  to 
nobody,  nor  to  go  himfelf  to  bed  till  the  morning ; 
and  that  fome  fervants  ihould  watch  with,  him,  left 
violence  might  be  ufed  at  the  gate;  and  that  they 
themfelves^  and  fome  other  gentlemen,  would  fit  up 
all  the  night,  and  attend  the  event.  Such  houfes  are 
always  in  the  morning  haunted  by  early  fuitors  ;  but 
it  was  very  late  before  any  could  now  get  admittance 
into  the  houfe,  the  porter  having  quitted  fome  of 
that  arrear  of  fleep,  which  he  owed  to  himfelf  for  his 
night's  watching  ;  which  he  excufed  to  his  acquaint- 
ance, by  whifpering  to  them,  "  That  his  Lord  Ihould 
".  have  been  killed  that  night,  which  had  kept  all  the 
'*  houfe  from  going  to  bed."  And  Ihortly  after,  the  Earl 
of  Tullibardine  alking  him,  whether  he  had  remember^ 
ed  Caefar,  the  Treafurer  quickly  recoUeded  the  ground 
of  his  perturbation,  and  could  not  forbear  imparting 
it  to  his  friends,  who  likewife  affecfted  the  communi- 
cation, and  fo  the  whole  jcft  came  to  be  difcovered. 

To  conclude,  all  the  honours  the  King  conferred 
upon  him  (as  he  made  him  a  Baron,  then  an  Earl, 
and  Knight  of  the  Garter ;  and  above  this,  gave  a 
young  beautiful  lady  nearly  allied  to  his  Majefty,  and 
to  the  Crown  of  Scotland,  in  marriage  to  his  eldeft 
fon)  could  not  make  him  think  himfelf  great  enough. 
Nor  could  all  the  King's  bounties,  nor  his  own  large 
acceffions,  raife  a  fortune  tp  his  heir ;  but  after  IJ^c  or 
eight  years  fpent  in  outward  opulency,  and  inwar4 
murmur  and  trouble  that  it  was  not  greater;  after  vaft 
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films  of  money  and  great  wealth  gotten,  and  rather 
confumed  than  enjoyed,  without  any  fenfe  or  delight 
in  fo  great  profperity,  with  the  agony  that  it  was  no 
greater ;  he  died  unlamented  by  any  5  bitterly  men- 
tioned by  mol^  who  never  pretended  to  love  him,  and 
feverely  cenfured  and  complained  of  by  thofe  who  ex- 
pefted  moll  from  him,  and  deferved  beft  of  him;  and 
left  a  numerous  family,  which  was  in  a  Ihort  time  worn 
out,  and  yet  outlived  the  fortune  he  left  behind  him. 
Of  the  Earl  Thc  uext  great  Counfellor  of  State  was  the  Lord 
tcf,  Lord *^  Privy-Seal,  wha  was  likewife  of  a  noble  extra6tion, 
Pnyy-seai.  ^j^^  of  a  family  at  that  time  very  fortunate.  His 
grandfather  had  been  Lord  Chief  Juftice,  and  left  by 
King  Harry  the  Eighth  one  of  the  executors  of  his 
laft  will.  He  was  the  younger  fon  of  his  father,  and 
brought  up  in  the  ftudy  of  the  law  in  the  Middle 
Temple;  and  had  paflbd,  and,  £ts  it  were,  made  a. 
progrefs  through  all  the  eminent  degrees  of  the  law, 
and  in  the  State.  At  the  death  of  Queen  EliziU)eth, 
or  thereabouts,  he  was  Recorder  of  London;  then 
the  King*s  Serjeant  at  Law ;  afterwards  Cliief  Juflice 
of  the  King*s  Bench.  Before  the  death  of  King 
James,  by  the  favour  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
he  was  raifed  to  the  place  of  Lord  High  Treafurer  of 
England  ;  and  within  lefs  than  a  year  afterwards,  by 
the  withdrawing  of.  that  favour,  he  was  reduced  to 
tlie  almoft  empty  title  of  Prefiderit  of  the  Coimcil ; 
and,  to  allay  the  fenfe  of  the  dilhonoiu-,  created  Vif- 
count  Mandevile.  He  bore  the  diminution  very 
well,  as  he  was  a  wife  man,  and  of  an  excellent  tem- 
per, and  quickly  recovered  fo  much  grace,  that  he 
was  made  Earl  of  Manchefter,  and  Lord  Privy-Seal, 
and  enjoyed  that  office  to  his  death ;  whilft  he  faw 
many  removes  and  degradations  in  all  the  other  of- 
fices of  which  he  had  been  pafTeiTed. 

He 
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He  was  a  man  of  great  induftry  and  fagacity  in  bu- 
iinefs,  which  he  delighted  in  exceedingly  ;  and  pre^ 
ferved  fo  great  a  vigour  of  mind,  even  to  his  death, 
(when  he  was  very  near  eighty  years  of  age),  that 
fome,  who  had  known  him  in  his  younger  years,  did 
believe  him  to  have  much  quicker  parts  in  his  age, 
than  before.  His  honours  had  grown  failer  upon 
him  than  his  fortunes;  which  made  him  too  foli* 
citous  to  advance  the  latter,  by  all  the  ways  which 
offered  themfelves ;  whereby  he  expofed  himfelf  to 
fome  inconvenience,  and  ntiany  reproaches,  and  be- 
came lefs  capable  of  ferving  the  public  by  his  coun- 
fels  and  authority ;  which  his  known  wifdom,  long 
experience,  and  confeiTed  gravity  and  ability,  wpuld 
have  enabled  him  to  have  done ;  moil  men  confider-* 
ing  more  the  perfon  that  fpeaks^  than  the  things  he 
fays.  And  he  was  unhappily  too  much  ufed  as  a 
check  upon  the  Lord  Coventry  ;  and  when  that  Lord 
perplexed  their  counfels  and  deligns  with  inconve- 
nient objections  in  law,  the  authority  of  the  Lord 
Manchefter,  who  had  trod  the  fame  paths,  was  ftill 
called  upon  ;  and  he  did  too  frequently  gratify  their 
unjuftifiable  deligns  and  pretences :  a  guilt  and  mif- 
chief,  all  men  who  are  obnoxious,  or  who  are  thought 
to  be  fo,  are  liable  to,  and  can  hardly  preferve  them- 
felves from.  But  his  virtues  fo  far  weighed  down  his; 
infirmities,  that  he  maintained  a  good  general  reputa- 
tion and  credit  with  the  whole  nation  and  people  ;  he 
being  always  looked  upon  as  full  of  integrity  and  zeal 
to  the  Proteftant  religion,  as  it  was  eflablifhed  by 
law,  and  of  unqueftionable  loyalty,  duty,  and  fidelity 
to  the  King  |  which  two  qualifications  will  ever  ga-. 
ther  popular  breath  enough  to  fill  the  fails,  if  the 
vefTel  be  competently  provided  with  ballaft.     He 

G  3  died 


86  THE  HISTORY  Book  I. 

died  in  a  lucky  time,  in  the  beginning  of  the  Rebel- 
lion, when  neither  religion,  loyalty,  law,  nor  wifdocn^ 
could  have  provided  for  any  man's  fecurity. 
Of  the  Fari  Xlie  Eail  of  Arundel  was  the  next  officer  of  State, 
who,  in  his  own  right  and  quality,  preceded  the  reft 
of  the  Council.  He  was  generally  thought  to  be  a 
proud  man,  who  lived  always  within  himfelf,  and  to 
himfelf,  converfing  little  with  any  who  were  in  com- 
mon converfation  ;  fo  that  he  feemed  to  live  as  it 
were  in  another  nation,  his  houfe  being  a  place  to 
which  all  people  reforted,  who  reforted  to  no  other 
place  ;  ftrangers,  or  fuch  who  afFefted  to  look  like 
ftrangers,  and  drefled  themfelves  accordingly.  He 
reforted  fometimes  to  the  Court,  becaufe  there  only 
was  a  greater  man  than  himfelf;  and  went  thither  the 
feldomer,  becaufe  there  was  a  greater  man  than  him- 
felf. He  lived  towards  all  favourites,  and  great  offi- 
cers, without  any  kind  of  condefcenlion ;  and  rather 
fuffisred  himfelf  to  be  ill  treated  by  their  power  and 
authority  (for  he  was  often  in  difgrace,  and  once  or 
twice  prifoner  in  the  Tower)  than  to  dcfccnd  iAmak- 
ing  any  application  to  them. 

And  upon  thefe  occafions  he  fpent  a  great  interval 
of  his  time  in  feveral  journeys  into  foreign  parts,  and, 
with  his  wife  and  family,  had  lived  fomc  years  in 
Italy,  the  humour  and  manners  of  which  nation  he 
Teemed  moft  to  like  and  approve,  and  afFedled  to  imi- 
•  tate.  *He  had  a  good  fortune  by  defcent^  and  a  much 
greater  from  his  wife,  who  was  the  fole  daughter 
upon  the  matter  (for  neither  of  the  two  lifters  left  any 
iffiie)  of  the  great  houfe  of  Shrewft)ury ;  but  "his  ex- 
•  pences  were  without  any  meafure,  and  always  ex- 
ceeded very  much  his  revenue.  He  was  willing  to  be 
thought  a  fcholar,  and  to  underftand  the  moft  myfte- 

rious 
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rious  parts  of  antiquity,  becaufe  he  made  a  wonderful 
and  coftly  purchafe  of  excellent  ftatues,  whilft  he  was 
in  Italy  and  in  Rome,  (fome  whereof  he  could  never 
obtain  permiflion  to  remove  from  Rome,  though  he  had 
paid  for  them)j  and  had  a  rare  coUeAion  of  the  moft 
curious  medals.  As  to  all  parts  of  learning  he  was  al- 
moft  illiterate,  and  thought  no  other  part  of  hiftory  fo 
confiderable,  as  what  related  to  his  own  family;  in 
which,  no  doubt,  there  had  been  fome  very  memorable 
perfons.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  he  had  in  his  perfon^ 
in  his  afpedt,  and  countenance,  the  appearance  of  a 
great  man,  which  he  preferved  in  his  gait  and  mo- 
tion. He  wore  and  afFe6led  a  habit  very  different  from 
that  of  the  time,  fuch  as  men  had  only  beheld  in 
the  pidlures  of  the  moft  confiderable  men ;  all  which 
drew  the  eyes  of  moft,  and  the  reverence  of  many, 
towards  him,  as  the  image  and  reprefentative  of  the 
primitive  nebility,  and  native  gravity  of  the  nobles, 
when  they  had  been  moft  venerable :  but  this  was 
only  his  outlide,  his  nature  and  true  humour  being 
much  difpofed  to  levity  and  delights,  which  indeed 
were  very  defpicable  and  childifh.  He  was  rather 
thought  not  to  be  much  concerned  for  religion,  than  to 
incline  to  this  or  that  party  of  any ;  and  had  little 
other  affection  for  the  nation  or  the  kingdom,  than  as 
he  had  a  great  Ihare  in  it,  in  which,  like  the  great  Le- 
viathan, he  might  fport  himfelf ;  from  which  he  with- 
drew, as  foon  as  he  difcemed  the  repofe  thereof  was 
like  to  be  difturbed,  and  died  in  Italy,  under  the  fame 
doubtful  charafter  of  religion  in  which  he  lived. 
.  William  Earl  of  Pembroke  was  next,  a  man  of  an-ofwniiaia 
other  mould  and  making,  and  of  another  fame  andp^^^J^^^ 
reputation  with  all  men,  being  the  moft  univerfally 
beloved  wd  efteemcd  of  any  man  of  that  age  ;  and, 

G  4  having 
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baving  a  great  office  in  the  Courts  he  made  the 
Court  itfelf  better  efteemed,  and  more  reverenced  in 
the  country.  And  as  he  had  a  great  number  of 
friends  of  the  bed  men,  fo  no  man  had  ever  the  con- 
fidence to  avow  himfelf  to  be  his  enemy.  He  was  a 
man  very  well  bred,  and  of  excellent  parts,  and  a 
graceful  fpeaker  upon  any  fubjeA,  having  a  good 
proportion  of  learning,  and  a  ready  wit  to  apply  it, 
and  enlarge  upon  it  ;^  of  a  pleafant  and  facetious  hu- 
mour, and  a  difpofition  a£&ble,  generous,  and  magni* 
ficent.  He  was  mafter  of  a  great  fortune  from  his 
anceftors,  and  had  a  great  addition  by  his  wife,  another 
daughter,  and  heir  of  the  Earl  of  8hrew{bury,  which 
he  enjoyed  during  his  life,  fhe  outliving  him  :  but  all 
ferved  not  his  expence,  which  was  only  limited  by 
his  great  mind,  and  occafions  to  ufe  it  nobly. 

He  lived  many  years  about  the  Court,  before  in  it; 
and  never  by  it ;  being  rather  regarded  and  efteemed 
by  King  James,  than  loved  and  fiivoured.  After  the 
foul  fall  of  the  Earl  of  Somerfet,  he  was  made  Lord 
Chamberlain  of  the  King's  houfe,  more  for  the 
Court's  fake  than  his  own ;  and  the  Court  appeared 
with  the  more  luftre,  becaufe  he  had  the  govemtnent 
of  that  province.  As  he  fpent  and  lived  upon  his 
own  fortune,  fo  he  ftood  upon  his  own  feet,  without 
any  other  fupport  than  of  his  proper  virtue  and  merit; 
and  lived  towards  the  favourites  with  that  decency,  as 
would  not  fu£fer  them  to  cenfure  or  reproach  his 
Mafler*3  judgment  and  eleAion,  but  as  with  men  of 
his  own  rank.  He  was  exceedingly  beloved  in  the 
Court,  becaufe  he  never  defired  to  get  that  for  him* 
felf,  which  others  laboured  for,  but  was  ftill  ready  to 
promote  the  pretences  of  worthy  men.  And  he  was 
equally  celebrated  in  the  country,  for  having  re- 
ceived 
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ceived  no  obligations  from  the  Court  which  might  cor* 
rupt  or  fway  his  afFecftions  and  judgment ;  fo  that  all 
who  were  difpleafed  and  imfatisfied  in  the  Court,  or 
with  the  Court,  were  always  inclined  to  put  them- 
felves  under  his  banner,  if  he  would  have  admitted 
them  ;  and  yet  he  did  not  fo  rejedt  them,  as  to  make 
them  choofe  another  fhelter,  but  fo  far  fufFered  them  to 
depend  on  him,  that  he  could  reftrain  them  from  break- 
ing out  beyond  private  refentments  and  murmurs. 

He  was  a  great  lover  of  his  country,  and  of  the 
religion  and  juftice,  which  he  believed  could  only 
fupport  it ;  and  his  friendlhips  were  only  with  men  of 
thofe  principles.  And  as  his  converfation  was  moft 
with  men  of  the  moft  pregnant  parts  and  underftand- 
ing,  fo  towards  any  fuch,  who  needed  fupport  or  en- 
couragement, though  unknown,  if  fairly  recommend- 
ed to  him,  he  was  very  liberal.  Sure  never  man  was 
planted  in  a  Court,  that  was  fitter  for  that  foil,  or 
brought  better  qualities  with  him  to  purify  that  ain 

Yet  his  memory  muft  not  be  flattered,  that  his  vir- 
tues  and  good  inclinations  may  be  believed ;  he  was 
not  without  fome  allay  of  vice,  and  without  being 
clouded  with  great  infirmities,  which  he  had  in  too 
exorbitant  a  proportion.  He  indulged  to  himfelf  the 
pleafures  of  all  kinds,  almoft  in  all  excefles.  To  wo- 
men, whether  out  of  his  natural  conftitution,  or  for 
want  of  his  domeftic  content  and  delight,  (in  which 
he  was  moft  unhappy,  for  he  paid  much  too  dear  for 
his  wife's  fortune,  by  taking  her  perfon  into  the  bar- 
gain), he  was  immoderately  given  up.  But  therein  he 
likewife  retained  fuch  a  power  and  junfdi6):ion  over 
his  very  appetite,  that  he  was  not  fo  much  tranfported 
with  beauty  and  outward  allurements,  as  with  thofe 
^vantages  of  the  mind,  as  msmifefted  an  extraordi- 
nary 
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nary  wit,  and  fpirit,  and  knowledge,  and  adminiftered 
great  pleafure  in  the  converfation.  To  thefe  he  {k- 
crificed  himfelf,  his  precious  time,  and  much  of  his 
fortune.  And  fome,  who  were  neareft  his  truft  and 
friendlhip,  were  not  without  apprehenfion,  that  his 
natural  vivacity  and  vigour  of  mind  begun  to  leiien 
and  decline  by  thofe  exceffive  indulgences. 

About  the  time  of  the  death  of  King  James,  or  pre- 
fently  after,  he  was  made  Lord  Steward  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  houfe,  that  the  ftafF  of  Chamberlain  might  be 
put  into  the  hands  of  his  brother,  the  Earl  of  Mont- 
gomery, upon  a  new  contraft  of  fricndlhip  with  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham  ;  after  whofe  death,  he  had 
Jikewife  fuch  offices  of  his,  as  he  moft  afFeifted,  of  ho- 
nour and  command  -,  none  of  profit,  which  he  cared 
*  jiot  for ;  and  within  two  years  after,  he  died  himfelf 
of  an  apoplexy,  after  a  full  and  cheerful  fupper. 

A  Ihort  ftory  may  not  be  unfitly  inferted,  it  being 
very  frequently  mentioned  by  a  perfon  of  known  in- 
tegrity, whofe  charafter  is  here  undertaken  to  be  fet 
down,  and  who,  at  that  time,  being  on  his  way  to 
London,  met  at  Maidenhead  fome  perfons  of  quality, 
of  relation  or  dependence  upon  the  Earl  of  Pembrdte, 
(Sir  Charles  Morgan,  commonly  called  General  Mor- 
gan, who  had  commanded  an  army  in  Germany,  and 
defended  Stoad;  Dr.  Feild,  then  Biihop  of  Saint 
David's ;  and  Dr.  Chafin,  tlie  EarFs  then  Chaplain  in 
his  houfe,  and  much  in  his  favour.)  At  fupper  one 
of  them  drank  a  health  to  the  Lord  Steward  :  upon 
which  another  of  them  faid,  *^  that  he  believed 
*^  his  Lord  was  at  that  time  very  merry,  for  he 
*^  had  now  outlived  the  day,  which  his  tutor  Sand- 
"  ford  had  prognofticated  upon  his  nativity  he  would 
^'  not  outlive ;   but  he  had  done  it  now,  for  that 

^«  was 
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'*  Was  his  birth-day,  which  had  -^completed  his  age 
"  to  fifty  years."  The  next  morning,  by  the  time 
they  came  to  Colebrook,  they  met  with  the  news  of 
his  death. 

He  died  exceedingly  lan>cnted  by  men  of  all  quali* 
ties,  and  left  many  of  his  fervants  and  dependants 
owners  of  good  eilates,  raifed  out  of  his  employments 
and  bounty.  Nor  had  his  heir  caufe  to  complain: 
for  though  his  expences  had  been  very  magnificent, 
(and  it  may  be  the  lefs  confidered,  and  his  provi^^ 
dence  the  lefs,  becaufe  he  had  no  child  to  inherit), 
infomuch.as  he  left  a  great  debt  charged  upon  the 
eftate ;  yet  confidering  the  wealth  he  left  in  jewels, 
plate,  and  furniture,  and  the  eftate  his  brother  enjoyed 
in  the  right  of  his  wife  (who  was-  not  fit  to  manage 
it  herfelf)  during  her  long  life,  he  may  be  juftly  faid 
to  have  inherited  as  good  an  eftate  from  him,  as 
he  bad  from  his  father,  which  was  one  of  the  beft  in 
England.    ^ 

.    The  Earl   of  Montgomery,  who  was  then  LordQ^pj^i^p 
Chamberlain  of  the  houfehold,  and  now  Earl  of  Pem-  f  "^  ^ 

'  .  .  Montgo. 

broke,  and  the  Earl  of  Dorfet,  were  likewife  of  the  meiy. 
Privy-Council ;  men  of  very  different  talents  and  qua- 
lifications. The  former  being  a  young  man,  fcarce 
of  age  at  the  entrance  of  King  James,  had  the  good 
fortune,  by  the  comelinefs  of  his  perfon,  his  flcill,  and 
indefatigable  induftry  in  hunting,  to  be  the  firft  who 
drew  the  King's  eyes  towards  him  with  afFeAion  ; 
which  was  quickly  fo  far  improved,  that  he  had  the 
reputation  of  a  favourite.  Before  the  end  of  the  firft 
or  fecond  year,  he  was  made  Gentleman  of  the  King's 
Bedchamber,  and  Earl  of  Montgomery  -,  which  did 
the  King  no  harm :  for  bcfides  that  he  received  the 
King's  bounty  with  more  moderation  than  other  men, 

who 
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who  fucceeded  hinf,  he  was  generally  known^  and  as 
generally  efteemed  ;  being  the  fon  of  one  Earl  of 
Pembroke,  and  younger  brother  to  another,  who  li- 
berally  fupplied  his  expence,  beyond  what  his  annuity 
from  his  father  would  bear. 

He  pretended  to  no  other  qualifications,  than  to 
underftand  horfes  and  dogs  very  well,  which  his 
Mafter  loved  him  the  better  for,  (being,  at  his  firfl 
coming  into  England)  very  jealous  of  thofe  who  had 
the  reputation  of  great  parts),  and  to  be  believed  ho- 
neft  and  generous,  which  made  him  many  friends,  and 
\tA  him  then  no  enemy.  He  had  not  fate  many 
years  in  that  fun-fhine,  when  a  new  comet  appeared 
in  Court,  Robert  Carr,  a  Scotfman,  quickly  after 
declared  favourite  ;  upon  ,whom  the  King  no  fooner 
fixed  his  eyes,  but  the  Earl,  without  the  leafl:  mur« 
mur  or  indifpofition,  left  all  doors  open  for  his  en- 
trance ;  (a  rare  temper !  and  it  could  proceed  frcnn 
nothing,  but  his  great  perfection  in  loving  field* 
fports) ;  which  the  King  received  as  fo  great  an  obli- 
gation, that  he  always  after  loved  him  in  the  fecond 
place,  and  commended  him  to  his  fon  at  his  death, 
as  a  man  to  be  relied  on  in  point  of  honefty  and  fide- 
lity J  though  it  appeared  afterwards,  that  he  was  not 
firongly  built,  nor  had  fufficient  ballaft  to  endwe  a 
ftorm  ;  of  which  more  will  be  faid  hereafter. 
Of  Mward  The  Other,  the  Earl  of  Dorfet,  was,  to  all  intents, 
Dorfet  principles,  and  purpofes,  another  man;  his  perfon 
beautiful,  and  graceful,  and  vigorous;  his  wit  plea- 
fant,  fparkling,  and  fublime ;  and  his  other  parts  of 
learning,  and  language,  of  that  luftre,  that  he  could 
not  mifcarry  in  the  world.  The  vices  he  had  were 
of  the  age,  which  he  was  not  fhibborn  enough  to 
contemn  or  refill.    He  was  a  younger  brother,  grand- 

chad 
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child  to  the  great  Treafurer  Buckhurft,  created,  at 
the  King^s  firft  entrance.  Earl  of  Dorfet,  who  out- 
lived his  father,  and  took  care  and  delight  in  the 
cdacation  of  his  grand<>child,  and  left  him  a  good 
fupport  for  a  younger  brother,  befides  a  wife,  who 
was  heir  to  a  fair  fortune.  As  his  perfon  and  parts 
were  fuch  as  are  before  mentioned,  fo  he  gave  them 
full  fcope,  without  reftraint ;  and  indulged  to  his  ap^ 
petite  all  the  pleafures  that  feaibn  of  his  life  (the 
fulleft  of  jollity  and  riot  of  any  that  preceded,  or 
fucceeded)  could  tempt  or  fuggeft  to  him. 

He  entered  into  a  fatal  quarrel,  upon  a  fubje6):  very 
unwarrantable,  with  a  young  nobleman  of  Scotland, 
the  Lord  Bruce ;  upon  which  they  both  tranfported 
themfelves  into  Flanders,  and  attended  only  by  two 
chirurgeons  placed  at  a  diffamce,  and  under  an  obligar* 
tion  not  to  ilir  but  upon  the  £ill  of  one  of  them,  they 
fought  under  the  walls  of  Antwerp,  where  the  Lord 
Bruce  fell  dead  upon  the  place ;  and  Sir  Edward 
Sackville  (for  fo  he  was  then  called)  being  likewife 
hurt,  retired  into  the  next  monaftery,  which  was  at 
hand.  Nor  did  this  miferable  accidec^,  which  he  al* 
ways  exceedingly  lamented,  make  that  thorough  im* 
preiCon  t^n  him,  but  that  he  indulged  itill  too 
much  to  thoie  importunate  and  infatiate  appetiteSi 
even  of  that  individual  perfon,  that  had  fo  lately  em^ 
barked  him  in  that  defperate  isnterprize;  being  too 
much  tinder  not  to  be  inflamed  with  thofe  fparks. 

His  elder  brother  did  not  enjoy  his  grandfather^s 
titles  many  years,  before  they  defcended,  for  want  of 
heirs  male,  to  the  younger  brother.  But  in  thcfe  few 
years  the  elder,  by  an  excefs  of  expence  in  all  the 
ways  to  which  money  can  be  applied,  fo  entirely  con- 
fumed  almoft  the  whole  great  fortune  that  defcended 

to 
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to  him,  that,  when  he  was  forced  to  leave  the  title  to 
his  younger  brother,  he  left  upon  the  matter  nothing  to 
him  to  fupport  it ;  which  expofed  him  to  many  diffi- 
culties and  inconveniences.  Yet  his  known  great  parts, 
and  the  very  good  general  reputation  he  had  acquired, 
notwithftanding  his  defers,  (for  as  he  was  eminent  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  whilft  he  fate  there ;  fo  he 
ihined  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  when  he  came  to  move 
in  that  fphere),  inclined  King  James  to  call  him  to  his 
Privy-Council  before  his  death.  And  if  he.  had  not 
too  much  cherifhed  his  natural  conilitution  and  pro- 
penfity,  and  been  too  much  grieved  and  wrung  by  an 
uneafy  and  ftrait  fortune,  he  would  have  been  an 
excellent  man  of  buiinefs ;  for  he  had  \a  very  fharp, 
difcerning  fpirit,  and  Was  a  man  of  an  obliging  na- 
ture, much  honour,  and  great  gencrofity,  and  of  moft 
entire  fidelity  to  the  Crown. 

There  were  two  other  perfons  of  much  authority  in 
the  Council,  becaufe  of  great  name  in  the  Court ;  as 
they  dcferved  to  be,  being,  without  doubt,  two  as  ac- 
compliihed  courtiers  as  were  found  in  the  palaces  of 
all  the  princes  in  Europe ;  and  the  greateft  (if  not  too 
great)  improvers  of  that  breeding,  and  thofe  qualifi- 
cations, with  which  courts  ufed  to  be  adorned ;  the 
Earl  of  Carlifle,  and  the  Earl  of  Holland :  both, 
(though  men  of  pleafure),  by  their  long  experience  in 
Court,  well  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  the  king- 
dom, and  better  verfed  in  thofe  abroad,  than  any 
other  who  fat  then  at  that  Board. 
Of  the  Ewi  The  former,  a  younger  brother  of  a  noble  family 
ofcariiac.  jjj  Scotland,  came  into  the  kingdom  with  King 
James,  as  a  Gentleman ;  under  no  other  .chara<fter, 
than  a  perfon  well  qualified  by  his  breeding  in  France, 
and  by  ftudy  in  human  learning,  in  which  he  bore  a 

good 
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good  part  in  the  entertainment  of  the  King,  who 
much  delighted  in  that  exercife ;  and  by  thefe  means, 
and  notable  gracefulnefs  in  his  behaviour,  and  afFabi* 
lity,  in  which  he  excelled,  he  had  wrought  himfelf 
into  a  particular  intereft  with  his  Matter,  and  into 
greater  afFeftion  and  efteem  with  the  whole  Englifli 
nation,  than  any  other  of  that  country  j  by  choofing 
their  friendlhips  and  converfation,  and  really  prefer- 
ring it  to  any  of  his  own :  infomuch  as  upon  the 
King's  making  him  Gentleman  of  his  Bedchamber, 
and  Vifcount  Doncafter,  by  his  royal  mediation  (in 
which  office  he  was  a  moft  prevalent  prince)  he  ob- 
tained the  fole  daughter  and  heir  of  the  Lord  Denny 
to  be  given  him  in  marriage  j  by  which  he  had  a  fair 
fortune  in  land  provided  for  any  iflue  he  ihould 
raife,  and  which  his  fon  by  that  Lady  lived  long  to 
enjoy. 

He  afcended  afterwards,  and  with  the  expedition, 
he  defired,  to  the  other  conveniences  of  the  Court. 
He  was  Groom  of  the  Stole,  and  an  Earl,  and  Knight 
of  the  Garter ;  and  married  a  beautiful  young  Lady, 
daughter  to  the  Earl  of  Northumberland,  without 
any  other  approbation  of  her  father,  or  concernment 
in  it,  than  fufFering  him  and  her  to  come  into  his  pre- 
fence  after  they  were  married.  He  lived  rather  in  a 
fair  intelligence  than  any  firiendfhip  with  the  favour- . 
ites ;  having  credit  enough  with  his  Mailer  to  provide 
for  his  own  intereft,  and  he  troubled  not  himfelf  for 
that  of  other  men ;  and  had  no  other  confideration  of 
money,  than  for  the  fupport  of  his  luftre  ;  and 
whilft  he  could  do  that,  he  cared  not  for  money,  hav- 
ing no  bowels  in  the  point  of  running  in  debt,  or  bor- 
rowing all  he  could. 

He  was  furely  a  man  of  the  greateft  expencc  in  his 

own 
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own  perfofi>  of  any  in  the  i^ge  he  Hired }  and  intro- 
duced more  of  that  expence  in  the  excefs  of  clothes 
and  dlet^  than  any  other  mail ;  and  Was  indeed  the 
original  of  all  thofe  inventions^  from  which  others  did 
but  ti^nferibe  copies.  He  had  a  great  univerfal  un« 
derftandingi  and  could  have  taken  as  much  delight  m 
any  other  way^  if  he  had  thought  any  other  as  plea- 
lant,  and  worth  his  care.  But  he  ,found  buiinels  was 
attended  with  more  rivals  and  vexations;  and^  he 
thought^  with  much  lefs  pleafure,  and  not  more  in- 
nocence* 

He  left  behind  him  the  reputation  of  a  very  j6ne 
Gentleman^  and  a  moft  accompliihed  Courtier ;  and 
after  having  fpent,  in  a  very  jovial  life^  above  four 
hundred  thoufand  pounds>  which^  upon  a  ftri<S^  com* 
putation,  he  received  from  the  Crown,  he  left  not  a 
houfe^  nor  acre  of  land^  to  be  remembered  by«  And 
when  he  had  in  his  profpedb  (for  he  was  very  fharp- 
lighted,  and  faw  as  far  before  him  as  &u>ft  men)  the 
gathering  together  of  that  cloud  in  Scotland^  which 
ihortly  after  covered  both  kingdoms^  he  died  with  as 
much  tranquillity  of  mind  to  all  appearance,  as  ufed 
to  attend  a  man  of  more  fevere  exercife  of  virtue  s 
and  with  as  little  appreheniion  of  death,  which  he  ex- 
pe6fced  many  days. 
Of  the  Earl  The  Earl  of  Holland  was  a  younger  fon  of  a  noble 
'hou&j  and  of  a  very  fruitftil  bed,  which  divided  a 
numerous  tf&ie  between  two  great  fathers ;  the  eldeft, 
many  ions  and  daughters  to  the  Lord  Rich;  the 
younger,  of  both  fexes,  to  Mountjoy  Earl  of  Devon- 
ihire.  The  reputation  of  his  family  gave  him  no 
great  advantage  in  the  worlds  though  his  eldeft  bro- 
ther was  Earl  of  Warwick,  and  owner  of  a  great  for- 
tune! and  his  younger  Earl  of  Newport^  of  a  very 

plenti- 
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plentiful  revenue  likewife.  He,  after  fome  time  fpent 
in  France,  betook  himfelf  to  the  war  in  Holland, 
which  he  intended  to  have  made  his  profeffion  ; 
where,  after  he  had  made  two  or  three  campaigns,  ac*- 
cording  to  the  cuftom  of  the  Engliih  volunteers,  he 
came  in  the  leifure  of  the  winter  to  vilit  his  friends 
in  England,  and  the  Court,  that  Ihined  then  in  the 
plenty  and  bounty  of  King  James;  and  about  the 
time  of  the  in&ncy  of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham's  fa- 
vours, to  whom  he  grew  in  a  IKort  time  very  accepta<- 
ble.  But  his  friendihip  was  more  entire  to  the  Earl 
of  Carliile,  who  was  more  of  his  nature  and  humour, 
and  had  a  generofity  more  applicable  at  that  time  to 
his  fortune  and  his  ends.  And  it  was  thought  by 
many  who  flood  within  view,  that  for  fome  years  he 
fupported  himfelf  upon  the  familiarity  and  friendihip 
c£  the  other;  which  continued  mutually  between  them 
very  many  years,  with  little  interruption,  to  their 
death. 

He  was  a  very  handfome  man,  of  a  lovely  and  win- 
ning prefence,  and  gentle  converfation ;  by  which  he 
got  fo  eafy  an  admijSion  into  the  Court,  and  grace  of 
King  James,  that  he  gave  over  the  thought  of  further 
intending  the  life  of  a  foldier.  He  took  all  the  ways  he 
could  to  endear  himfelf  to  the  Duke,  and  to  his  con- 
fidence, and  wifely  declined  the  receiving  any  grace 
or  £ivour,  but  as  his  donation ;  above  all,  avoided  the 
fufpicion  that  the  King  had  any  kindnefs  for  him» 
upon  any  account  but  of  the  Duke,  whofe  creature 
he  defired  to  be  efteemed,  though  the  Earl  of  Car- 
lifle's  friend.  And  he  profpered  io  well  in  that  pre- 
tence, that  the  King  fcarce  made  more  hafte  to  ad- 
vance the  Duke,  than  the  Duke  did  to  promote  the 
other. 

VOL.  I.  H  He 
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He  firft  preferred  him  to  a  wife,  the  daughter  and 
heir  of  Cope,  by  whom  he  had  a  good  fortune  -,  and, 
amongft  other  things,  the  manor  and  feat  of  Kenling- 
ton,  of  which  he  was  Ihortly  after  made  Baron.  And 
he  had  quickly  fo  entire  a  confidence  in  him,  that  the 
Duke  prevailed  with  the  King  to  put  him  about  his 
fon  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  to  be  a  Gentleman  of  his 
Bedchamber,  before- the  Duke  himfelf  had  reafon  to 
promife  himfelf  any  proportion  of  his  Highnefs's 
grace  and  protedlion.  He  was  then  made  Earl  of 
Holland,  Captain  of  the  Guard,  Knight  of  the  Garter, 
and  of  the  Privy-Council ;  fent  the  firft  AmbafiTador 
into  France  to  treat  the  marriage  with  the  Queen,  or 
rather  privately  to  treat  about  the  marriage  before  he 
was  Ambaflador.  And  when  the  Duke  went  to  the 
Ifle  of  Rhc,  he  trufted  the  Earl  of  Holland  with  the 
command  of  that  army  with  which  he  was  to  be  re- 
cruited and  affifted. 

In  this  confidence,  and  in  this  pofture,  he  was  left 
by  the  Duke  when  he  was  killed  ;  and  having  the 
advantage  of  the  Queen's  good  opinion  and  favour, 
(which  the  Duke  neither  had,  nor  cared  for),  he  inade 
all  poffible  approaches  towards  the  obtaining  his  trufl:, 
and  fucceeding  him  in  his  power  ;  or  rather  that  the 
Queen  might  have  folely  that  power,  and  he  only  be 
fubfervient  to  her  ;  and  upon  this  account  he  made  a 
continual  war  upon  the  Earl  of  Portland  the  Treafurer, 
and  all  others  who  were  not  gracious  to  the  Queen, 
or  defired  not  the  increafe  of  her  authority.  And  in 
this  ftate,  and  under  this  protedlion,  he  received  every 
day  new  obligations  from  the  King,  and  great  boun- 
ties, and  continued  to  flouriih  above  any  man  in  tlie 
Court,  whilft  the  weather  was  fair :  but  the  ftorm  did 
no  fooner  arife,  but  he  changed  fo  much^  and  de- 
clined 
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dined  fo  faft  from  the  honour  he  was  thought  to  be 
maftcr  of,  that  he  fell  into  that  (jo^dition,  which 
there  will  be  hereafter  too  much  caufe  to  mention, 
and  to  enlarge  upon. 

The  two  Secretaries  of  St^te  (who  wei^e  not  in  thofeo^thc  two 
days  officers  of  that  magnitude  they  have  been  fince^  of  state,  sir 
being  only  to  make  difpatches  upon  the  canclrifion  of  a^d'sir^  ^* 
coun^ils^  not  to  govern,  or  prefide  in  thofe  coupcila)  ^^^ 
were  Sir  Joh^  Coke,  who,  upon  the  death   of  Sir 
Albert  Moreton,  was,   from  being  Mafter  of  Rer 
quefts,  preferred  to  be  Secretary  of  State ;  and  Sir 
Dudley  Carleton,  who,  frcMp  his  employment  in  Hol- 
land, was  put  into  the  place  of  the  Lojrd  Conway, 
who,  for  age  and  incapacity,  was  at  laft  removed  froip 
the  Secretary's  office,  which  he  had  eyerqifed  n^any 
years  with  very  notable  infufficiency  ;  fa  that  King 
James  was  wont  pleafantly  to  fay, "  That  Ste^ny**  (the 
Puke  of  Buckingham)  "  had  given  him  two  very 
^^  proper  fervants ;   a  Secretary,  who  could  neither 
^^  write  nor  read  j  and  a  Groom  of  his  Bedchambeij, 
"  who  could  not  trufs  his  points  ;'*  Mr.  Clark  having 
but  one  hand. 

Of  thefe  two  Secretaries,  the  former  was  a  man  of  a 
very  narrow  education,  and  a  narrower  nature;  having 
continued  long  in  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  where 
he  had  gotten  Latin  learning  enough ;  and  afterwards 
in  the  country  in  the  condition  of  a  private  gentle- 
man, till  after  he  was  fifty  years  of  age ;  when,  upon 
fome  reputation  he  had  fbr  induftry  and  diligence,  he 
was  called  to  fome  painful  employment  in  the  office  of 
the  Navy,  which  he  difcharged  well ;  and  afterwards 
tq  b^  Mafter  of  Requefts,  and  then  to  be  Secretary 
of  State,  which  he  enjoyed  to  a  great  age  :  and  wajs^  a 
man  rather  unadorned  with  any  parts  of  vigour  and 
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qiiicknefs,  and  unendowed  with  any  notable  virtues, 
than  notorious  for  any  weakncfs  or  defeft  of  under- 
ftanding,  or  tranfported  with  any  vicious  inclinations, 
appetite  to  money  only  excepted.  His  cardinal  per* 
feftion  was  induftry,  and  his  moft  eminent  infirniiity 
covetoufnefs.  His  long  experience  had  informed  hin\ 
well  of  the  ftate  and  affairs  of  England ;  but  of  fo* 
reign  tranfaftions,  or  the  common  intereft  of  Chrif- 
tian  princes,  he  was  entirely  undifcfcrning  and  igno- 
rant. 

Sir  Dudley  Carleton  was  of  a  quite  contrary  nature, 
conftitutioD,  and  education,  and  underftood  all  that 
related  to  foreign  employments,  and  the  condition  of 
other  princes  and  nations,  very  well :  but  was  unac- 
quainted with  the  government,  laws,  and  cuftoms 
of  his  own  country,  and  the  nature  of  the  people. 
He  was  a  younger  fon  in  a  good  gentleman's  family, 
and  bred  in  Chrift  Church,  in  the  Univerfity  of  Ox- 
ford, where  he  was  a  Student  of  the  foundation,  and  a 
young  man  of  parts  and  towardly  expeftation.  He 
went  from  thence  early  into  France,  and  was  foon 
after  Secretary  to  Sir  Harry  Nevil,  the  Ambaffador 
there.  He  had  been  fent  Ambaffador  to  Venice,  where 
he  refided  many  years  with  good  reputation;  and 
was  no  fooner  returned  from  thence  into  England, 
than  he  went  Ambaffador  into  Holland,  to  the 
States  General,  and  refided  there  when  that  Synod 
was  affembled  at  Dort,  which  hath  given  the  world  fo 
much  occafion  fince  for  tmcharitable  difputations, 
which  they  were  called  together  to  prevent.  Here 
the  Ambaffador  was  not  thought  fo  equal  a  fpeAator, 
or  affeffor,  as  he  ought  to  have  been  ;  but  by  the  in- 
fufions  he  made  into  King  James,  and  by  his  own 
aftivity,  he  did  all  he  could  to  difcountcnance  that 
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party  tbit  was  moft  learned,  and  to  raife  the  credit 
and  ^i^thority  of  the  other ;  which  hath  iince  proved 
as  inconvenient  and  troublefome  to  their  own  country, 
as  to  their  neighbours. 

He  was  once  more  Ambaiiador  extraordinary  in 
Holland  after  the  death  of  King  James,  and  was  the 
Jail  who  was  admitted  to  b^  prefeht,  and  to  vote  in 
the  general  aifembly  of  the  States,  under  that  cha- 
racSler ;  of  which  great  privilege  the  Crown  had  been 
pofleifed  from  a  great  part  of  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  and  through  the  time  of  King  James  to 
that  moment;  which  adminiftered  frefh  matter  of 
murmur  for  the  giving  up  the  towps  of  the  Brill, 
and  Fluihing,  which  had  been  done  fome  years  be- 
fore by  King  J^n^es  i  without  which  men  thought 
thofe  States  would  not  have  had  the  courage  fo  foop 
to  have  degraded,  the  Crown  of  England  from  a  place 
^n  their  councils,  which  had  prpfpered  fo  eminently 
under  the  ihadow  of  that  power  and  iupport.  As  foon 
as  he  returned  fropi  Holland,  he  was  called  to  the 
Privy-Council.  The  making  him  Secretary  of  State, 
and  a  Peer  of  the  Realm,  when  his  efbte  was  fcarce 
viiible,  was  the  laft  piece  of  workmanfhjp  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham  lived  to  fipiih,  who  leldom  fatisfied 
liimfelf  with  conferring  a  fingle  obligation. 

The  Duke  had  obferved,  an4  difcovered,  that  the  The  rife  of 
channel,  in  which  the  Church  promotions  had  former- ^^d^g*""^ 
ly  run,  had  been  liable  to  fopie  corruptions,  at  leaft  S^'JJS^wch. 
to  many  reproaches;    and  therefore  had  committed 
the  fpk  rtprefentation  of  thofe  a$airs,  and  the  recom- 
mending to  the  vacancies  which  fhould  happen,  to 
Dr.  Laud,  then  Rilhop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  and  fworn 
of  the  Privy-Council.    And    the  King,    after    the 
Dvii^e's  death,  continued  that  tpfft  in  tlie  fame  hands, 
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infinitely  to  the  benefit  and  honout  of  the  Church, 
though,  it  may  be,  no  lefs  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
poor  Bifhop  ;  who,  too  fecure  in  a  good  confcience^ 
^  and  moft  fincere  worthy  intention,  (with  which  no 
man  was  ever  more  plentifully  replenilhed)^  thought 
he  (iould  manage  and  difchafge  the  place  and  office 
of  the  greateft  Minifter  itt  the  Court  (for  he  was 
quickly  made  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury)  without  the 
leaft  condefcenfion  to  the  arts  and  ftratageffts  of  the 
Court,  and  without  any  other  friendlhip,  or  fupport, 
than  what  the  fplendor  of  a  pious  life,  and  his  un- 
polifhed  integrity,  would  reconcile  to  him:  which 
was  an  unlkilful  meafure  in  a  licentious  age,  and 
may  deceive  a  good  man  in  the  befl:  of  times  that 
Ihall  fucceed ;  which  expofed  him  to  fuch  a  torrent 
of  adverlity  and  mifery,  as  we  fhall  have  too  natural 
ah  ocCalion  to  lament  in  the  following  difcourfe,  in 
which  it  will  be  more  feafoftable  to  enlarge  upon  his 
lingular  abilities,  and  immcnfe  virtue. 

There  were  mdre  (too  many  more)  honourable  per- 
fons  in  that  time  of  the  Privy-Council,  whofe  facuU 
ties  were  not  notorious  enough  to  give  them  any 
great  part  in  the  affairs,  nor  had  their  advice  much 
influence  upon  them.  Other  very  notable  men  were 
Ihortly  after  added  to  the  Council,  who  will  hereafter 
be  remembered  in  their  proper  places  and  feafons. 
What  hath  been  faid  before  contains  information 
enough  of  the  perfons  in  employment,  and  the  ftatc  of 
the  Court  and  Kingdom,  when  the  Duke  of  Bucking- 
ham was  taken  from  it;  by  which,  and  the  lively  re- 
fle<5lions  upon  the  qualities  and  qualifications  of  the 
feveral  perfons  in  authority  in  Court  and  Council,  no 
man  could  expeA  that  the  vigorous  defigns  and  en- 
terprizes,  undertaken  by  the  Duke,  would  be  purfued 

with 
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"With  equal  refolution  and  courage ;  but  that  much 
the  greater  part  of  them  would  be  wholly  intent 
upon  their  own  accommodations  in  their  fortunes,  (in 
which  they  abounded  not),  or  in  their  eafe  and  plea- 
fure,  which  they  moft  paffionately  afFefted ;  having, 
as  hath  been  faid,  no  other  confideration  of  the  pub* 
lie,  than  that  no  difturbance  therein  might  interrupt 
their  quiet  in  their  own  days  :  and  that  the  reft,  who 
had  larger  hearts,  and  more  public  fpirits,  would  ex- 
tend their  labour,  adlivity,  and  advice,  only  to  fecure 
the  empire  at  home  by  all  peaceable  arts,  and  advance* 
ment  of  trade,  wliich  might  gratify  the  people,  and  fill 
the  empty  coffers  of  the  impoverifticd  Crown,  To 
which  end  the  moft  proper  expedients  were  beft  under- 
flood  by  them,  not  to  enlarge  it,  by  continuing  and  pro- 
pagating the  war  ;  the  ways  and  means  whereof  they 
knew  not  how  to  comprehend ;  and  had  all  the  defpe- 
rate  imaginations  and  jealoufies  of  the  end  and  ne- 
celTary  confequences  of  it.  And  fo  they  all  concurred 
(though  in  nothing  elfe)  in  their  unanimous  advice  to 
the  King  *^  to  put  the  quickeft  period  he  could  poffi- 
."  bly  to  the  expenfive  war  againfl:  the  two  Crowns:" 
and,  his  Majefly  following  their  advice,  a  peace  wasApctce 
made  with  both,  upon  better  terms  and  conditions,  JIIJ*'*** 
and  in  lefs  time,  than,  from  the  known  impatience  of^^°^°** 
the  war,  could  reafonably  have  been  expcdted,  or 
hoped  for.  And  after  fomc  unquietnefs  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  unhappy  aflaults  upon  the  prerogative  by 
the  Parliament,  which  produced  its  diffolution,  and  The  third 
thereupon  fome  froward  and  obilinate  difturbances  in  dulbwS"^ 
trade,  there  quickly  followed  fo  excellent  a  compo- 
fure  throughout  the  whole  kingdom,  that  the  like 
peace,  and  plenty,  and  univerfal  tranquillity  for  ten 
years,  was  never  enjoyed  by  any  nation,  and  was  the 
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more  vifible  and  manifeiV  in  England^  by  the  (harp 
and  bloody  war  fuddenly  entered  into  between  the 
two  neighbour  Crowns,  and  the  univerfai  conflagra* 
tion,  that,  front  the  invaiion  of  the  Swedes,  covered 
the  whole  empire  of  Germany.  And  fo  we  ffaall 
return  to  the  difcourfe,  to  which  this  very  long 
digreffion  hath  given  a  greater  interruption  than  was 
intended. 
The  ill  ef-  That  proclamation,  mentioned  before,  at  the  break- 
prociamatl-ing  up  of  the  laft  Parliament,  and  which  was  com- 
^^^;fJ^.monly  underftood  «*  to  inhibit  all  men  to  fpeak  of 
Ihf  (teo^nd  **  another  Parliament,"  produced  two  very  ill  efie&s 
Parliament,  of  different  natures.  It  afflidled  many  good  men  (who 
otherwife  were  enough  fcandalized  at  thofe  diftempers 
which  had  incenfed  the  King)  to  that  degree,  that  it 
made  them  capable  of  receiving  fotne  impreffions  from 
thofe  who  were  diligent  in  whi]^>ering  and  infiifing  aa 
opinion  into  men,  '^  that  there  was  really  an  intention 
*«  to  alter  the  form  of  Government  both  in  Church  and 
**  State ;  of  which,  faid  they,  a  greater  inftance  can- 
*^  hot  be  given,  than  this  public  declaring  (as  it  was 
*'  interpreted)  that  we  fhall  have  no  more  Parlia^ 
*•  ments/'  Then,  this  freedom  from  the  danger  of 
fuch  an  inquifition  did  not  only  encourage  ill  men 
to  all  boldnefs  and  lice^nce,  but  wrought  fo  far  upon 
men  lefs  inclined  to  ill,  (though  not  built  for  ex- 
amples), that  they  kept  not  thofe  ftriiSt  guards  upon 
themfelves  they  ufed  to  do ;  efpecially  if  they  found 
themfelves  above  the  reach  of  ordinary  juftice,  and 
feared  not  extraordinary,  they  by  degrees  thought 
that  no  fiiult  which  was  like  to  find  no  punifhment. 
p>ojea»  of  Supplemental  a<fts  of  State  were  made  to  fupply  de- 
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feels  of  laws  ;   and  lo  tonnage,  and  poundage,  and 
other  duties  upon  merchandizesj  were  colle<5ted  by 
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0rder  of  the  Board,  which  had  been  pofitively  refufed 
to  be  fettled  by  Adt  of  Parliamenty  and  new  and 
greater  impolitions  laid  upon  trade :  obsolete  laws 
were  revived,  and  rigorouily  executed,  wheitin  the 
fubjedt  might  be  taught  how  unthrifty  a  thing  it  was> 
by  too  ftrid  a  detaining  of  what  was  his,  to  put  the 
King  as  ftridily  to  enquire  what  was  his  own. 

By  this  ill  hufbandry  the  King  received  a  vaft  fumTbatcf 
of  money  from  all  perfona  of  quality,  or  indeed  of  any  hood, ' 
reafonable  condition  throughout  the  kingdom,  upon 
the  law  of  Knighthood ;    which,  though  it  had  a 
foundation  in  right,  yet,  in  the  circumftances  of  pro« 
ceeding,  was  very  grievous.    And  no  le£s  unjuft  pro* 
jeifts  of  all  kinds,  many  ridiculous,  many  fcandalous, 
all  very  grievous,  were  fet  on  foot ;  the  envy  and  re* 
proach  of  which  came  to  the  King,  the  profit  to 
other  men :  infomuch  that,  of  two  hundred  thouiand 
pound  drawn  from  the  fubjedl,  by  thefe  ways,  in  a 
year,  fcarce  fifteen  hundred  came  to  the  King's  ufe 
or  account.    To  recompenfe  the  damage  the  Crown  That  of  «- 
fuftained  by  the  iale  of  the  old  lands,  and  by  thcrea-Uwi, 
grant  of  new  penfions,  the  old  laws  of  the  Forei):  were 
revived,  by  which  not  only  great  fines  were  impofed, 
but  great  annual  rents  intended,  and  like  to  be  fettled 
bywayof  contrad^;  which  burthen  lighted  moft  upon 
perfons  of  quality  and  honour,  who  thought  them«- 
felves  above  ordinary  oppreffions,  and  were  therefore 
like  to  remember  it  with  more  fharpnefs.    Laftly,  for  That  <tf 
afpringand  maga^ne  tiiat  Hiould  have  no  bottom,  nerT™^ 
and  for  an  everlafting  fupply  of  all  occafions,  a  writ 
was  framed  in  a  form  of  law,  and  directed  to  the 
Sheriff  of  every  county  of  England,  "  To  provide  a 
**  Ihip  of  war  for  the  King's  fervice,  and  to  fend  ir, 
;^^  amply  provided  and  fitted,  by  fuch  a  day,  to  fuch 
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^  a  place  ;'•  and  with  that  writ  were  fimt  to  each 
Sheriff  infirudionsy  that^  ^  inftead  of  a  fhip,  he 
**  ihould  levy  upon  his  county  foch  a  fum  of  money, 
"  and  return  the  fame  to  the  Trcafurer  of  the  Navy 
'^  for  his  Majefly*9  ufe^  with  diredion,  in  what  man* 
^'ner  he  ihonld  proceed  againft  fuch  as  refiifedf* 
and  from  hence  that  tax  had  the  dencmunation  of 
Ship-4noney ;  a  word  of  a  lafting  found  in  the  memo- 
ry of  this  kingdom ;  by  which  for  fome  years  really 
accrued  the  yearly  fum  of  two  hundred  thouiand 
pounds  to  the  King^s  coffers:  and  it  was  in  truth 
the  only  proje6t  that  was  accounted  to  his  own  fer- 
vice*  And^  after  the  continued  receipt  of  it  for 
about  four  years  tc^ether,  it  was  at  laft  (upon  the  re- 
fufal  of  a  private  gentleman  to  pay  twenty  or  thirty 
fhillings  as  his  ihare)  with  great  folemnity  publicly 
argued  before  all  the  Judges  of  England  in  the  Ex- 
chequer-Chamber^ and  by  much  the  major  part  of 
them,  the  King's  right  to  impofe  aiierted,  and  the 
tax  adjudged  lawful;  which  judgment  proved  of 
more  advantage  and  credit  to  the  gentleman  con-> 
demned  (Mr.  Hambden)  than  to  the  King*s  fervice. 
Thepowm  For  the  better  fupport  of  thefe  extraordinary  ways, 
cu-Tabie'^^i^d  to  protcA  the  agents  and  inftruments,  who  muft 
chl^r  ^^  employed  in  them,  and  to  difcountenance  and 
enlarged,  fupprefs  all  bold  enquiries  and  oppofers,  the  Coun- 
cil-Table and  Star-Chamber  enlarge  their  jurifdic- 
tions  to  a  vaft  extent,  *^  holding'*  (as  Thucydtdes 
faid  of  the  Athenians)  ^<  for  honourable  that  which 
**  pleafed,and  forjuft  that  which  profited;"  and  being 
the  fame  perfons  in  feveral  rooms,  grew  both  courts 
of  law  to  determine  right,  and  courts  of  revenue  to 
bring  money  into  the  Trcafury ;  the  Council-Table 
by  proclamations  enjoining  to  the  people  what  was 
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nttt  enjoined  by  the  law,  and  prohibiting  that  which 
was  not  prohibited  ;  and  the  Star-Chamber  cenfuring 
the  breach,  and  difdbedience  to  thofe  proclamations 
by  very  great  fines  and  imprifonment ;  fo  that  any 
diffefpedt  to  any  a<5ts  of  State^  or  to  the  perfons  of 
Statefmen,  was  in  no  time  more  penal,  and  thofe 
foundations  of  right,  by  which  men  valued  their  fe-» 
curity,  to  the  apprehenfion  and  underftandlng  of  wife 
men,  never  more  in  danger  to  bedeftroyed. 

And  here  I  cannot  but  again  take  the  liberty  to 
fay,  that  the  circumftances  and  proceedings  in  thofe 
new  extraordinary  cafes,  ftratagems,  and  impofitions, 
were  very  unpolitic,  and  even  deftruftire  to  the 
fervices  intended.  And  if  the  bufinefs  of  Ship-money, 
being  an  impofitioh  by  the  State,  under  the  notion 
of  neceffity,  upon  a  profpeft  of  danger,  which  pri- 
vate perfons  could  not  modeftly  think  themfelves 
qualified  to  difcern,  had  been  managed  in  the  fame 
extraordinary  way  as  the  royal  loan  (which  was  the 
impofing  the  five  fubfidies  after  the  fecond  Parlia- 
ment fpoken  of  before)  Was,  men  would  much  eafier 
have  fubmitted  to  it ;  as  it  is  notorioufly  known,  that 
preffure  was  borne  with  much  more  cheerfulnefs  be- 
fore the  judgment  for  the  King,  than  ever  it  was 
after ;  men  before  pleafing  themfelves  with  doing 
ibmewhat  for  the  King's  fervice,  as  a  teftimony  of 
their  afFe<ftion,  which  they  were  not  bound  to  do ; 
many  really  believing  the  neceffity,  and  therefore 
thinking  the  burthen  reafonable ;  others  obferving, 
that  the  advantage  to  the  King  was  of  importance, 
when  the  damage  to  them  was  not  confiderable  ;  and 
all  affiiring  themfelves,  that  when  they  fliould  be 
weary,  or  unwilling  to  continue  the  payment,  they 
might  refort  to  the  law  for  relief,  and  fiad  it.    But 

when 
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when  they  heard  this  demanded  in  a  court  of  law, 
as  a  rights  and  found  it,  by  fwom  Judges  of  the  law, 
adjudged  fo,  upon  fuch  grounds  and  reafons  as  every 
ftander-by  was  able  to  fwear  was  not  law^  and  fo  had 
loft  the  pleafure  and  delight  of  being  kind  and  dutiful 
to  the  King;  and,  inftead  of  giving^  were  required  to 
'  pay,  and  by  a  logic  that  left  no  man  any  thing  which 
he  might  call  his  own ;  they  no  more  looked  upon  it  a& 
the  cafe  of  one  man,  but  the  cafe  of  the  kingdom, 
nor  as  an  impofition  laid  upon  them  by  the  King,  but 
by  the  Judges  ^  which  they  thought  themlelves  bound 
in  confcience  to  the  public  juftice  not  to  fubmit  to. 
It  was  an  obfervation  loi^  ago  by  Thucydides,  ^'Thac 
^'  men  are  much  more  paifionate  for  injuftice,  than  for 
^^  violence;  becaufe  (fays  he)  the  one  coming  as  from 
/  '<  an  equals  feems  rapine  -,  when  the  other  proceeding 

^*  from  one  ftronger,  is  but  the  effef):  of  neceffity." 
So,  when  Ship-money  was  tranfadled  at  the  Council- 
Board,  they  looked  upon  it  as  a  work  of  that  power 
they  were  all  obliged  to  truft^  and  an  efie^St  of  that 
forefight  they  were  naturally  to  rely  upon*  Inuninent 
neceifity,  and  public  fafety^  were  convincing  perfua- 
fions;  and  it  might  not  feem  of  apparent  ill  conie- 
quence  to  them,  that  upon  an  emergent  occasion  the 
regal  power  ihould  fill  up  an  hiatus,  or  {uppLj  an  im^ 
potency  in  the  law.  But  when  they  &w  in  a  court 
of  law  (that  law  that  gave  them  title  tp  and  poilcf- 
£on  of  all  that  they  had)  reafon  of  State  urged  as  ele- 
meats  of  law.  Judges  as  iharp-jfighted  as  Secretaries 
of  State,  and  in  the  myfteries  of  State ;  judgment  of 
law  grounded  upon  matter  of  fad,  of  which  there 
was  neither  enquiry  nor  proof ;  and  no  reafon  given 
for  the  payment  of  the  thirty  ihilUngs  in  que^oo, 
hat  what  included  the  eftates  of  all  ^  ^Undejs-by; 

they 
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they  had  no  reafon  to  hope  that  doArine,  or  the  pro* 
meters  of  it,  would  be  contained  within  any  bounds ; 
and  it  is  no  wonder  that  they,  who  had  fo  little  reafon 
to  be  pleafed  with  their  own  condition,  were  no  le& 
folicitous  for,  or  apprehenfive  of,  the  inconveniences 
that  might  attend  any  alteration. 

And  here  the  damage  and  mifchief  cannot  be  ex* 
prefied,  that  the  Crown  and  State  fuftained  by  the  de- 
ferred reproach  and  infamy  that  attended  the  Judges^ 
by  being  n:iade  ufe  of  in  this  and  like  a6ls  of  powers 
there  being  no  poffibility  to  preferve  the  dignity, 
reverence,  and  eftimation  of  the  laws  themfelves, 
but  by  the  integrity  and  innocency  of  the  Judges. 
And  no  queftion,  as  the  exorbitancy  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  in  their  next  Parliament,  proceeded  prin- 
cipally from  their  contempt  of  the  laws,  and  that 
contempt  from  the  fcandal  of  that  judgment ;  fo  the 
concurrence  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers  in  that  fury  can 
be  imputed  to  no  one  thing  more,  than  to  the  irrevc^ 
rence  and  fcorn  the  Judges  were  juftly  in  ;  who  had 
been  always  before  looked  upon  there  as  the  oracles 
of  the  law,  and  the  beft  guides  to  alCft  that  Houfe 
in  their  opinions  and  a^Vions:  and  the  Lords  now 
thought  themfelves  excufed  for  fwerving  from  the 
rules  and  cuftoms  of  their  predeceflbrs  (who  in  alter- 
ing and  making  of  laws,  in  judging  of  things  and 
perfons,  had  always  obferved  the  advice  and  judgment 
of  thofe  fages)  in  not  alking  queftions  of  thofe  whom 
they  knew  nobody  would  believe  ;  thinking  it  a  juft 
reproach  upon  them,  (who  out  of  their  courtlhip  had 
fubtnitted  the  difficulties  and  myfteries  of  the  law 
"to  be  meafured  by  the  i^ndard  of  what  they  called 
general  reafon,  and  explained  by  the  wifdom  of 
State),  that  they  themfelves  ihould  make  tife  of  the 

licence 
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licence  which  the  others  had  taught  them,  and  deter- 
mine that  to  be  law,  which  they  thought  to  be  rca- 
fonable,  or  found  to  be  convenient*  If  thefe  men  had 
preferved  the  fimplicity  of  their  anceftors,  in  feverc- 
ly  and  ftricftly  defending  the  laws,  other  men  had 
obferved  the  modefty  of  t^eirs^  in  humbly  and  duti- 
fully obeying  them. 

Upon  this  confideration  it  is  very  obfervable,  that  in 
the  wifdom  of  former  times,  when  the  prerogative  went 
higheft,  (as  very  often  it  hath  been  fwoln  above  any 
/  pitch  we  have  feen  it  at  in  our  times),  never  any  court 
of  law,  very  feldpm  any  Judge,  or  lawyer  of  reputa- 
tion, was  called  upon  to  aHift  in  an  slA  of  power ;  the 
Crown  well  knowing  the  moment  of  keeping  thofe  the 
obje<fts  of  reverence  and  veneration  with  the  people  : 
and  that  though  it  might  fometimes  make  fallies  upon 
them  by  the  prerogative,  yet  the  law  would  keep 
the  people  from  any  invafion  of  it,  and  that  the  King 
could  never  fuflfer,  whilft  the  law  and  the  Judges 
were  looked  upon  by  the  fubjed):,  as  the  afylum  for 
their  liberties,  and  fecurity.  And  therefore  you  Ihall 
find  the  policy  of  many  Princes  hath  endured  as 
fharp  animadverlions  and  repreheniions  from  the 
Judges  of  the  Law,  as  their. piety  hath  from  the 
Biihops  of  the  Church ;  as  having  no  lefs  infiuence 
upon  the  people,  under  the  reputation  of  juftice,  by 
the  one,  than  under  the  ties  of  confcience  and  religion, 
by  the  other. 

To  extend  this  confideration  of  the  form  and  cir- 
cumftanceof  proceeding  in  cafes  of  an  unufual  nature 
a  little  farther  :  as  it  may  be  moll  behoveful  for 
Princes  in  matters  of  grace  and  honour,  and  in  .con- 
ferring of  favours  upon  their  people,  to  tranfaft  the 
&me  as  publicly  as  m^y  be,  and  by  themfelvQs,  qr 
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their  Minifters,  to  dilate  upon  iti  and  improve  their 
luftre  by  any  addition,  or  eloquence  of  fpeech;  (where, 
it  may  be,  every  kind  word,  efpecially  from  the 
Prince  himfelf,  is  looked  upon  as  a  new  bounty) ;  fo 
it  is  as  requifite  in  matters  of  judgment,  punilhment, 
and  cenfure  upon  things,  or  perfons,  (efpecially  when 
the  cafe,  in  the  nature  of  it,  is  unufual,  and  the  rules 
in  judging  as  extraordinary),  that  the  fame  be  tranf- 
ad^ed  as  privately,  and  with  as  little  noife  and  pomp 
of  words,  as  may  be.  For  (as  damage  is  much  ealier 
borne  and  fubmitted  to  by  generous  minds,  than 
difgrace)  in  the  bulinefs  of  Ship-money,  and  many 
other  cafes  in  the  Star-chamber,  and  at  the  Council^ 
Board,  there  were  many  impertinencies,  incongrui- 
ties, and  infolencies,  in  the  fpeeches  and  orations  of 
the  Judges,  much  more  ofFenfive,  and  much  more 
fcandalous  than  the  judgments  and  fentences  them- 
felves«  Befides  that  men*s  minds  and  imderftandings 
were  more  inftrufted  to  difcern  the  confequence  of 
things,  which  before  they  conlidered  not.  And  un- 
doubtedly my  Lord  Finch's  fpeech  in  the  Exchequer- 
Chamber  made  Ship-money  much  more  abhorred,  and 
formidable,  than  all  the  commitments  by  the  Council- 
Table,  and  all  the  diftrefles  taken  by  the  Sheriffs  in 
England  ;  the  major  part  of  men  (befides  the  com* 
mon  unconcernednefs  in  other  men's  fufFerings)  look- 
ing upon  thofe  proceedings  with  a  kind  of  applaufe 
to  themfelves,  to  fee  other  men  punifhed  for  not  do- 
ing as  they  had  done ;  which  delight  was  quickly 
determined,  when  they  found  their  qwn  intereft,  by 
the  unnecefTary  logic  of  that  argument,  no  lefs  con- 
cluded than  Mr.  Hambden's. 

He  hath  been  but  an  ill  obferver  of  the  parages  of 
thofe  times  we  fpeak  of,  who  hath  not  fccn  many  fo- 

ber 
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ber  men,  vrho  have  been  clearly  fatis£ed  with  the 
conveniency,  neceility,  and  juftice  of  many  fentences, 
depart  notwithilanding  extremely  offended,  and  fcan* 
dalized  with  the  grounds,  reaibns,  and  exprellions  of 
thofe  who  inflided  thofe  cenfures ;  when  they  found 
themfelves,  thinking  to  be  only  fpedUtors  of  other 
men's  fuffisrings,  by  (bme  unnecefiary  inference  or 
declaration,  in  probable  danger  to  become  the  next 
delinquents* 

They  who  look  back  upon  the  council-books  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  and  the  ads  of  the  Star-Chamber 
then,  ihall  find  as  high  inilances  of  power  and  fo- 
vereignty  upon  the  liberty  and  property  of  the  fiib- 
je&,  as  can  be  fince  given.  But  the  art,  order,  and 
gravity  of  thofe  proceedings  (where  ihort,  fcverc, 
conflant  rules  were  &t,  and  finartly  puifued,  and  the 
party  felt  only  the  weight  of  the  judgment,  not  the 
paflion  of  his  Judges)  made  them  leis  taken  notice  o^ 
and  fo  lefs  grievous  to  the  public,  though  as  intolera- 
ble to  the  perfon :  whereas,  fince  thoie  excellent  rules 
of  the  Council-Board  were  leis  ob&rved,  and  debates 
(which  ought  to  be  in  private,  and  in  the  abfence  of 
the  party  concerned,  and  thereupon  the  judgment  of 
the  Table  to  be  pronounced  by  one,  without  the  in- 
terpofition  of  others,  or  reply  of  the  party)  fufFered 
-to  be  public,  queftions  to  be  aficed,  pafiions  difco- 
vered,  and  opinions  to  be  promi£cuoufly  delivered;  all 
advice,  diredions,  reprehenfions,  and  cenfures  of  thofe 
places  grew  to  be  in  lefs  reverence  and  efteem ;  fo 
that,  befides  the  delay  and  interruption  in  difpatch, 
the  juftice  and  prudence  of  the  counfels  did  not  many 
times  weigh  down  the  infirmity  and  pafiion  of  tiit 
counfellors ;  and  both  fuitors  and  offenders  returned 
into  their  country,  with  fuch  exceptions  and  argu- 
ments 
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ments  againfl:  perfons,  as  brought  and  prepared  much 
prejudice  to  whatfoever  Ihould  proceed  from  thence  ; 
and  whatever  excufes  fhall  be  made,  or  arguments 
given,  that  upon  fuch  extraordinary  occalions  there 
was  a  neceffity  of  fome  pains  and  care  to  convince 
men's  underftandings  of  the  reafons  and  grounds  of 
their  proceeding,  (which,  if  what  was  done  had  been 
only  ad  informandam  confcientiam  without  reproach,  or 
penalty,  might  have  been  reafonable),  it  is  certain  the 
inconvenience  and  prejudice,  that  grew  thereby,  was 
greater  than  the  benefit :  and  the  reafons  of  the 
Judges  being  many  times  not  the  reafons  of  the 
judgment,  thofe  might  more  fatisfacSlorily  and  more 
fliortly  have  been  put  in  the  fentence  itfelf,  than 
fpread  in  the  difcourfes  of  the  cenfurers. 

Thefe  errors  (for  errors  they  were  in  view,  and  er- 
rors they  are  proved  by  the  fuccefs)  are  not  to  be  im- 
puted to  the  Court,  but  to  the  fpirit  and  over-adli- 
vity  of  the  Lawyers  themfelves  j  who  ihould  more 
carefully  have  preferved  their  profeflion,  and  its  pro- 
feflbrs,  from  being  profaned  by  thofe  fervices,  which 
have  rendered  both  fo  obnoxious  to  reproach.  There 
were  two  pcrfons  of  that  profeflion,  and  of  that  time, 
by  whofe  feveral  and  diftinft  conftitutions  (the  one 
knowing  nothing  of  nor  caring  for  the  Court ;  the 
other  knowing  or  caring  for  nothing  elfe)  thofe 
.mifchiefs  were  introduced ;  Mr.  Noy,  the  Attorney 
•General ;  and  Sir  John  Finch,  firft.  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
of  the  Common  Picas,  and  then  Lord  Keeper  of  the 
Great  Seal  of  England. 

The  firft,  upon  the  great  fame  of  his  ability  and  gf  Attorney 
learning,  (and  he  was  very  able  and  learned,)  was,  by  Noy. 
great   induftry  and    importunity  from  Court,    pcr- 
fuaded  to  accept  that  place,  for  which  all  other  men 
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laboured,  (being  the  beft,  for  profit,  that  profeffion  is 
capable  of),  and  fo  he  fufFered  himfelf  to  be  made  the 
King's  Attorney  General.  The  Court  made  no  im- 
preffion  upon  his  manners ;  upon  his  mind  it  did  : 
and  though  he  wore  about  him  an  afFefted  morofity, 
which  made  hirti  unapt  to  flatter  other  men,  yet  even 
that  morofity  and  pride  rendered  him  the  moft  liable 
to  be  grofsly  flattered  himfelf,  that  can  be  imagined. 
And  by  this  means  the  great  perfons,  who  fleered  the 
public  affairs,  by  admiring  his  parts,  and  extolling 
his  judgment  as  well  to  his  face  as  behind  his  back, 
wrought  upon  him  by  degrees,  for  the  eminency  of 
the  fervice,  to  be  an  inflrument  in  all  their  defigns ; 
thinking  that  he  could  not  give  a  clearer  teflimony, 
that  his  knowledge  in  the  law  was  greater  than  all 
other  men's,  than  by  making  that  law  which  all  other 
men  believed  not  to  be ,  fo.  So  he  moulded,  framed, 
j^nd  purfued  the  odious  and  crying  projeft  of  Soap  ; 
and  with  his  own  hand  drew  and  prepared  the  writ 
for  Ship-money ;  both  which  will  be  the  lafling  mo- 
numents of  his  fame.  In  a  word,  he  was  an  unanfwer- 
able  inflance,  how  necefTary  a  good  education  and 
knowledge  of  men  is  to  make  a  wife  man,  at  Icaft  a 
man  fit  for  bufinefs. 
Of  Sir  John  Sir  John  Finch  had  much  that  the  other  wanted, 
but  nothing  that  the  other  had.  Having  led  a  free 
life  in  a  reflrained  fortune,  and  having  fet  up  upon  the 
ftock  of  a  good  wit,  and  natural  parts,  without  the 
fuperflrudture  of  much  knowledge  in  the  profeffion 
by  which  he  was  to  grow;  he  was  willing  to  ufe  thofc 
weapons  in  which  he  had  moft  fkill,  and  fo  (being  not 
unfeen  in  the  affiiftions  of  the  Court,  but  not  having 
reputation  enough  to  guide  or  reform  them)  he  took 
up  Ship-money  where  Mr.  Noy  left  it;  and,  being  a 
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Judge,  carried  it  up  to  that  pinnacle,  from  whence  he 
almoft  broke  his  own  neck;  having,  in  his  journey 
thither,  had  too  much  influence  on  his  brethren  to 
induce  them  to  concur  in  a  judgment  they  had  all 
caufe  to  repent.  To  which,  his  declaration,  after  he 
was  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  of  England,  muft  be 
added,  upon  a  demurrer  put  in  to  a  bill  before  him, 
which  had  no  other  equity  in  it,  than  an  order  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Council ;  "  that  whilft  he  was  Keeper, 
*^  no  man  fliould  be  fo  laucy  as  to  difpute  thofe  or- 
*'  ders,  but  that  the  wifdom  of  that  3oard  fhould  be 
^'  always  ground  enough  for  him  to  make  a  decree  in 
*^  Chancery ;"  which  was  fo  great  an  aggravation  of 
the  excefs  of  that  Table,  that  it  received  more  preju- 
dice from  that  a<5l  of  unreafonable  countenance  and 
refpecft,  than  from  all  the  contempt  could  poffibly 
have  been  offered  to  it.     But  of  this  no  more. 

Now  after  all  this  (and  I  hope  I  cannot  be  accufed  The  fdicity 
of  much  flattery  in  this  inquifition)  I  mufl:  be  fo  juft  before  the 
as  to  fay,  that,  during  the  whole  time  that  thefe  pref-mem,  no*" 
fures  were  exercifed,  and  thofe  new  and  extraordinary  JJ^g^fJ^'jf" 
ways  were  run,  that  is,  from  the  diflblution  of  the^^J^^^^'^^^j^^ 
Parliament  in  the  fourth  year,  to  the  beginning  ofi^^- 
this  Parliament,  which  was  above  twelve  years,  this 
kingdom,  and  all  his  Majefly's  dominions,  (of  the  in- 
terruption in  Scotland  fomewhat  fliall  be  faid  in  its 
due  time  and  place),  enjoyed  the  greateft  calm,  and 
the  fullcft   meafure  of  felicity,  that  any  people  in 
any  age,  for  fo  long  time  together,  have  been  blefled 
with  i  to  the  wonder  and  envy  of  all  the  other  parts 
of  Chriftendom. 

In  this  comparifon  I  am  neither  unmindful  of,  nor  compared 
ungrateful  for,  the  happy  times  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  umcs^f 
and  King  James.     But  for  the  former,  the  doubts,  f^bSS.^"' 
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hazards,  and  perplexities,  upon  a  total  change  and  al- 
teration of  religion,  and  fome  confident  attempts  upon 
a  farther  alteration  by  thofe  who  thought  the  Reforma- 
tion not  carried  far  enough  ;  the  charge,  trouble,  and 
anxiety  of  a  long  continued  war  (how  profperous  and 
fuccefsful  foever)  even  during  .that  Queen's  whole 
reign ;  and  (befides  fome  domeftic  ruptures  into  re- 
bellion, frequently  into  treafon  ;  and  befides  the  ble- 
mifli  of  an  unparalleled  adl  of  blood  upon  the  life 
of  a  crowned  neighbour  Queen  and  Ally)  the  fear  and 
apprehenfion  of  what  was  to  come  (which  is  one  of 
the  moft  unpleafant  kinds  of  melancholy)  from  an 
unknown,  at  leaft  an  unacknowledged,  fucceflbr  to  the 
Crown,  clouded  much  of  that  profperity  then,  which 
now  Ihines  with  fo  much  fplendor  before  our  eyes  in 
chronicle. 
And  with  And  for  the  other  under  King  James,  (which  indeed 
King  were  excellent  times,  hona  Jijiui  norint)^  the  mingling 
iamet.  ^^j^j^  ^  ftranger  nation,  formerly  not  very  gracious 
with  this,  which  was  like  to  have  more  intereft  of  fa- 
vour :  the  fubjeAion  to  a  ftranger  Prince,  whofe  na- 
ture and  difpofition  they  knew  not :  the  difcovery  of 
a  treafon,  the  moft  prodigious  that  had  ever  been  at- 
tempted, upon  his  firft  entrance  into  the  kingdom : 
the  wants  of  the  "Crown  not  inferior  to  what  it  hath 
fince  felt,  (I  mean  whilft  it  fate  right  on  the  head  of  the 
King),  and  the  preflures  upon  the  fubjedl  of  the  fame 
nature,'  and  no  lefs  complained  of:  the  abfence  of  the 
Prince  in  Spain,  and  the  folicitude  that  his  Highne£s 
ihould  not  be  difpofed  in  marriage  to  the  daughter  of 
that  kingdom,  rendered  the  calm  and  tranquillity  of 
that  time  lefs  equal  and  pleafant.  To  which  may  be 
added  the  profperity  and  happinefs  of  the  neighbour 
kingdoms  not  much  inferior  to  that  of  this,  which^ 

accord- 
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according  to  the  pulfe  of  ftates,  is  a  great  diminution 
of  their  health  ;  at  leaft  their  profperity  is  much  im- 
proved, and  more  vifible,  by  the  mifery  and  misfor- 
tunes of  their  neighbours. 

The  happinefs  of  the  times  I  now  mention  was  in- 
vidioufly  fet  oiF  by  this  diftin<ftion,  that  every  other 
kingdom,  every  other  ftate  were  entangled,  and  fome 
alinoft  deftroycd,  by  the  rage  and  fury  of  arms  j  thofe 
who  were  engaged  in  an  ambitious  contention  with 
their  neighbours,  having  the  view  and  apprehenfions 
of  the  miferies  and  defolation,  which  they  faw  other 
ftates  fufFer  by  a  civil  war  ;  whilft  the  kingdoms  we 
now  lament  were  alone  looked  upon  as  the  garden 
of  the  world ;  Scotland  (which  was  but  the  wildernefs 
of  that  garden)   in   a  full,  entire,  and  undiflurbed 
peace,  which  they  had  never  feen.;  the  rage  and  bar- 
barifin  of  their  private  feuds  being  compofed  to  the 
reverence,  or  to  the  awe,  of  public  juftice  ;  in  a  com- 
petency, if  not  in  an  excefs  of  plenty,  which  they  had 
never  hopes  to  fee,  and  in  a  temper  (which  was  the 
utmoft  that  in  thofe  days  was  defired  or  hoped  for) 
free  from  rebellion :  Ireland,  which  had  been  a  fponge 
to   draw,  and  a  gulph  to  fwallow  all  that  coiild  be 
fpared,  and  all  that  could  be  got  from  England, 
merely  to  keep  the  reputation  of  a  kingdom,  reduced 
to  that  good  degree  of  hufbandry  and  government, 
that  it  not  ohly  fubfifted  of  itfelf,  and  gave  this  king- 
dom all  that  it  might  have  expected  from  it;  but 
really  increafed  the  revenue  of  the  Crown  forty  or 
fifty  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  befides  a  confiderable 
advantage  to   the  people  by  the  traffic   and   trade 
from  thence ;    arts  and  fciences   fruitfully  planted 
there  ;  and  the  whole  nation  beginning  to  be  fo  civil- 
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ized,  that  it  was  a  jewel  of  great  luftre  in  the  royal 
diadem. 

When  thefe  outworks  were  thus  fortified  and 
adorned,  it  was  no  wonder  if  England  was  generally 
thought  fecure,  with  the  advantages  of  its  own  cli- 
mate ;  the  Court  in  great  plenty,  or  rather  (which  is 
the  difcredit  of  plenty)  excefs,  and  luxury;  theCoiui- 
try  rich,  and,  which  is  more,  fully  enjoying  the  plea- 
fure  of  its  own  wealth,  and  fo  the  eafier  corrupted  with 
the  pride  and  wantonnefs  of  it;  the  Church  flourifli- 
ing  with  learned  and  extraordinary  men,  and  (which 
other  good  times  had  in  fome  degree  wanted)  fup- 
plied  with  oil  to  feed  thofe  lamps  ;  and  the  Proteftant 
religion  more  advanced  againft  the  Church  of  Rome 
by  writing,  (without  prejudice  to  other  ufeful  and 
godly  labours),  efpecially  by  thofe  two  books  of  the 
late  Lord  Archbilhop  of  Canterbury  his  Grace,  and 
of  Mr.  Chillingworthi  than  it  had  been  from  the  Re- 
formation ;  trade  increafed  to  that  degree,  that  we 
were  the  exchange  of  Chriftendom,  (the  revenue  from 
thence  to  the  Crown  being  almoft  double  to  what  it  had 
been  in  the  beft  times),  and  the  bullion  of  neighbour 
kingdoms  brought  to  receive  a  ftamp  from  the  mint 
of  England  ;  foreign  merchants  looking  upon  nothing 
fo  much  their  own,  as  what  they  had  laid  up  in  the 
warehoufes  of  this  kingdpm;  the  royal  Navy,  in  num- 
ber and  equipage  much  above  former  times,  very 
formidable  at  fea;  and  the  reputation  of  the  greatnefs 
and  power  of  the  King  much  more  with  foreign 
Princes  than  any  of  his  progenitors  :  for  thofe  rough 
courfes,  which  made  him  perhaps  lefs  loved  at  home, 
made  him  more  feared  abroad  ;  by  how  much  the 
power  of  kingdoms  is  more  reverenced  than  their  juf- 
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ticc  by  their  neighbours :  and  it  may  be,  this  con-r 
fideration  might  not  be  the  leaft  motive,  and  may 
not  be  the  worft  excufe  for  thofe  counfels.  Laftly, 
for  a  complement  of  all  thefe  bleffings,  they  were 
enjoyed  by,  and  under  the  prote<5lion  of,  a  King,  of 
the  moft  harmlefs  difpofition,  the  moft  exemplary 
piety,  the  greateft  fobriety,  chaftity,  and  mercy,  that 
any  prince  hath  been  endowed  with,  (God  forgive 
thofe  that  have  not  been  fenfible  of,  and  thankful  for, 
thofe  endowments),  and  who  might  have  faid,  that 
which  Pericles  was  proud  of,  upon  his  death-bed, 
concerning  his  citizens,  ^^  that  no  Englishman  had 
*^  ever  worn  a  mourning  gown  through  his  occafion." 
In  a  word,  many  wife  men  thought  it  a  time,  wherein 
thofe  two  adjunAs,  which  Nerva  was  deified  for  unit- 
ing, imperlum  et  Vibertas^  were  as  well  reconciled  as  is 
poifible. 

But  all  thefe  blefHngs  could  but  enable,  not  com* 
pel  us  to  be  happy :  we  wanted  that  fenfe,  acknow- 
ledgment, and  value  of  our  own  happinefs,  which  all 
but  we  had ;  and  took  pains  to  nuke,  when  we  could 
not  find,  ourfelves  miferable.  There  wa&  in  truth  a 
ftrange  abfence  of  underftanding  in  moft,  and  a  ftrange 
perverfenefs  of  underftanding  in  the  reft  :  the  Court 
full  of  cxcefsi,  idlenefs,  a^d  lu3;ury  ;  the  Country  full 
of  pride,  mutiny,  and  difconteixt ;  Qvery  man  more 
troubled  and  perplexed  at  that  they  called  the  viola- 
tion of  one  law,  than  delighted  or  pleafed  with  the 
obfervation  of  all  the  reft  of  the  Charter :  neyer  imput- 
ing the  increafe  of  their  receipts,  revenue,  and  plenty, 
to  the  wifdom,  virtue,  and  merit  of  the  Crown,  but 
objefting  everjr  fmall  impofition  to  the  exorbitancy 
and  tyranny  of  the  Government;  the  growth  of  know- 
ledge and  learning  being  difrelifhed,  for  the  infirmi- 
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ties  of  fome  learned  men,  and  the  increafe  of  grace 
and  favour  upon  the  Church  more  repined  and  mur- 
mured at,  than  the  increafe  of  piety  and  devotion  in 
it,  which  was  as  vifible,  acknowledged,  or  taken  no- 
tice  of;  whilft  the  indifcretion  and  folly  of  one  fer- 
mon  at  Whitehall  was  more  bruited  abroad^  and 
commented  upon,  than  the  wifdom,  fobricty,  and  de- 
votion of  a  hundred. 

It  cannot  be  denied  but  there  was  fometimes  preach- 
ed there  matter  very  unfit  for  the  place,  and  very 
fcandalous  for  the  perfons,  who  prefumed  often  to 
determine  things  out  of  the  verge  of  their  own  pro* 
feffion,  and,  in  ordine  ad  fpiritiuitia^  gave  unto  Csefar 
what  Caefar  refufed  to  receive,  as  not  belonging  to 
him.  But  it  is  as  'true  (as  was  once  faid  by  a  man  fitter 
to  be  believed  in  that  point  than  I,  and  one  not  fuf- 
peifted  for  flattering  of  the  Clergy)  "  that  if  the  fer- 
*^  mons  of  thofe  times  preached  in  Court  were  col- 
^'  levied  together,  and  publiihed,  the  world  would 
^^  receive  the  beft  bulk  of  orthodox  divinity,  pro- 
"  found  learning,  convincing  reafon,  natural  power- 
*'  ful  eloquence,  and  admirable  devotion,  that  hath 
^*  been  communicated  in  any  age  fince  the  Apoftles' 
"  time/'  And  I  cannot  but  fay,  for  the  honour  of 
the  King,  and  of  thofe  who  were  trufted  by  him  in 
his  Ecclefiaftical  collations  (who  have  received  but 
fad  rewards  for  their  uprightnefs)  in  thofe  reproached, 
condemned  times,  there  was  not  one  Churchman,  in 
any  degree  of  favour  or  acceptance,  (and  this  the  in- 
quifition,  that  hath  been  fince  made  upon  them,  a 
fl:ri (fter  never  was  in  any  age,  muft  confefs),  of  a  fcan- 
dalous infufficiency  in  learning,  or  of  a  more  fcanda- 
lous condition  of  life ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  moft  of 
them  of  confelTed  eminent  parts  in  knowledge,  and  of 

virtuous 
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virtuous  and  unblemifhed  lives.  And  therefore  wife 
men  knew,  that  that,  which  looked  like  pride  in  fome, 
and  like  petulance  in  others,  would,  by  experience  in 
affairs,  and  converfation  amongft  men,  both  of  which 
moft  of  them  wanted,  be  in  time  wrought  off,  or,  in  a 
nqw  fucceffion,  reformed,  and  fo  thought  the  vaft  ad- 
vantage from  their  learning  and  integrity,  an  ample 
recompenfe  for  any  inconvenience  from  their  paffion  ; 
and  yet,  by  the  prodigious  impiety  of  thofe  times,  the 
latter  was  only  looked  on  with  malice  and  revenge, 
without  any  reverence  or  gratitude  for  the  former. 

When  the  King  found  himfelf  poffeffed  of  all  that  The  King's 
tranquillity  mentioned  before,  that  he  had  no  reafonjnto^s^ou^ 
to  apprehend  any  enemies  from  abroad,  and  lefs  any|!JJJ^^ 
infurre<ftions  at  home,  againffc  which  no  kipgdom  in*^"^- 
Chriftendom,  in  the  conftitution  of  its  government, 
in  the  folidity  of  the  laws,  and  in  the  nature  and  dif- 
pofition  of  the  people,  wis  more  fecure  than  England ; 
that  he  might  take  a  nearer  view  of  thofe  great  blef- 
iings  which  God  had  poured  upon  him,  he  refolved 
to  make  a  progrefs  into  the  northern  parts  of  his  king- 
dom, and  to  be  folemnly  crowned  in  his  kingdom  of 
Scotland,  which  he  had  never  feen  from  the  time  he 
firft  had  left  it,  when  he  was  about  two  years  old.     In 
order  to  this  journey,  which  was  made  with  great 
fplendor,  and  proportionable  expence,  he  added  to* 
the  train  of  his  Court  many  of  the  greateft  nobility, 
who  increafed  the  pomp  of  the  Court  at  their  own 
charge,  (for  fo  they  were  required  to  do),  and  feemed 
with  alacrity  to  fubmit  to  the  King's  pleafure,  as  foon 
as  they  knew  his  defire ;  and  fS  his  attendance  in  all 
refpefts  was  proportionable  to  the  glory  of  the  greats 
eft  King. 

This  whole  progrefs  was  made,  from  the  firft  fetting 

out 
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6ut  to  the  end  of  it,  with  the  greateft  magnificence 
imaginable  ;  and  the  higheft  excefs  of  feafting  was 
then  introduced,  or,  at  leaft,  feafting  was  then  carried 
to  a  height  it  never  had  attained  before;  from  whence 
it  hardly  declined  afterwards,  to  the  great  damage 
and  mifchief  of  the  nation  in  their  eftates  and  man- 
ners. All  perfons  of  quality  and  condition,  who  lived 
within  diftance  of  the  northern  road,  received  the 
great  perfons  of  the  nobility  with  that  hofpitality 
which  became  them  ;  in  which  all  coft  was  employed 
to  make  their  entertainments  fplendid,  and  their 
houfes  capable  of  thofe  entertainments.  The  King 
himfelf  met  with  many  entertainments  of  that  nature, 
at  the  charge  of  particular  men,  who  defired  the  ho- 
nour  of  his  prefence,  which  had  been  rarely  pradiifed 
till  then  by  the  perfons  of  the  bell  condition,  though 
it  hath  lince  grown  into  a  very  inconvenient  cuftonu 
But  when  he  palTed  through  Nottinghamftiire,  both 
King  and  Court  were  received  and  entertained  by 
the  Earl  of  Newcaftle,  and  at  his  own  proper  ex- 
pence,  in  fuch  a  wonderful  nunner,  and  in  fuch  an 
excefs  of  feafting,  as  had  fcarce  ever  before  beeq 
known  in  England*;  and  would  be  ftill  thought  very 
prodigious,  if  the  fame  noble  perfon  had  not,  within 
a  year  or  two  afterwards,  made  the  King  and  Queen 
a  more  ftupendous  entertainment;  which,  (God  be 
thanked),  though  poffibly  it  might  too  much  whet 
the  appetite  of  others  to  excefs,  no  man  ever  after  in 
thofe  days  imitated. 

The  great  offices  of  the  Court,  and  principal  places 
of  attendance  upon  the  King's  perfon,  were  then  upon 
the  matter  equally  divided  between  the  Englifh  and 
the  Scots  4  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton  Mafteir  of  the 
Horfe,  and  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  firft  Gentleman  of  the 

Bedchamber, 
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Bedchamber,  and  almoft  all  the  fecond  rank  of  fer- 
vants  in  that  place,  being  of  that  kingdom ;  fo  that 
there  was  as  it  were  an  emulation  between  the  two 
nations,  which  ihould  appear  in  the  greateft  luftre,  in 
clothes,  horfes,  and  attendance :  and  as  there  were  (as 
is  faid  before)  many  of  the  principal  nobility  of  Eng- 
land, who  attended  upon  the  King,  and  who  were  not 
of  th% Courts  fo  the  Court  was  never  without  many 
Scottifli  volunteers,  and  -their  number  was  well  in- 
creafed  upon  this  occafion  in  nobility  and  gentry,  who 
were  refolved  to  confute  all  thofc  who  had  believed 
their  country  to  be  very  poor. 

The  King  no  fooner  entered  Scotland,  but  all  his*"**  king's 
Englifh  fervants  and  officers  yielded  up  their  atten- reception, 
dance  to  thofe  of  the  Scottifh  nation,  who  were  ad- 
mitted into  the  fame  offices  in  Scotland,  or  had  fome 
titles  to  thofe  employments  by  the  conftitution  of  that 
kingdom ;  as  moft  of  the  great  offices  are  held  by  in- 
heritance ;  as  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  Lenox  was 
then  high  Steward,  and  high  Admiral  of  Scotland  by 
defcent,  as  others  had  the  like  poffeffion  of  other 
places;  fo  that  all  the  tables  of  the  houfe,  which  had 
been  kept  by  the  Englilh  officers,  were  laid  down, 
and  taken  up  again  by  the  Scots,  who  kept  them  up 
with  the  fame  order,  and  equal  fplendor,  and  treated  the 
Englilh  with  all  the  freedom  and  courtefy  imaginable; 
as  all  the  nobility  of  that  nation  did,  at  their  own  ex- 
pence,  where  their  offices  did  not  entitle  them  to  tables 
at  the  charge  of  the  Crown,  keep  very  noble  houfes  to 
entertain  their  new  guefts ;  who  had  fo  often  and  fo 
well  entertained  them :  and  it  cannot  be  denied,  the 
whole  behaviour  of  that  nation  towards  the  Englifh 
was  as  generous  and  obliging  as  could  be  expe<5led ; 
and  the  King  appeared  with  no  lefs  luftre  at  Edinburgh, 

than 
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than  at  Whitehall ;  and  in  this  pomp  his  coronation 
pafled  with  all  the  folemnity  and  evidence  of  public 
joy  that  could  be  cxpeAcd,  or  that  can  be  imagined ; 
and  the  Parliament,  then  held,  with  no  lefs  demon- 
ftration  of  dut}',  pafled  and  prefented  thofe  acfts  which 
were  prepared  for  them  to  the  royal  Scepter;  in  which 
were  fome  laws  reftraining  the  extravagant  power  of 
the  nobility,  which,  in  many  cafes,  they  had  lo«g  ex- 
ercifed,  and  the  diminution  whereof  they  took  very 
heavily,  though  at  that  time  they  took  little  notice 
of  it;  the  King  being  abfolutely  advifed  in  all  the  af- 
fairs of  that  kingdom  then,  and  long  before,  and  af^^ 
ter,  by  the  fole  counfel  of  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton, 
who  was,  or  at  leaft  was  then  believed  to  be,  of  the 
greateft  intereft  of  any  fubjeft  in  that  kingdom^  of 
whom  more  will  be  laid  hereafter. 

The  King  was  very  well  pleafed  with  his  reception, 

and  with  all  the  tranfa6lions  there ;  nor  indeed  was 

there  any  thing  to  be  blamed,  but  the  luxury  and 

vaft  expence,  which  abounded  in  all  refpedts  of  fcaft- 

ing  and  clothes  with  too  much  licence  :  which  being 

imputed  to  the  commendable  zeal  of  the  people,  of  all 

conditions,  to  fee  their  King  amongft  them,  whom  they 

were  not  like  to  fee  there  again,  and  fo  their  expence 

was  to  be  but  once  made,  no  man  had  caufe  to  fufpec^ 

any  mifchief  from  it :  and  yet  the  debts  cootrad^ed 

at  that  time   by  the  nobility  and  gentry,   and   the 

wants  and  temptations  they  found  themfelves  expofed 

Vet  the     to,  from  that  unlimited  expence,  did  very  mucH  con- 

rrcl'JdinV  tribute  to  the  kindling  that  fire,  which  Ihortly  after 

t^i^n8"th"cn  ^^^^^  o^t  in  fo  terrible  a  combuftion  :  nor  were  the 

fown.       fparks  of  murmur  and  fedition  then  fo  well  covered,  but 

that  many  difcerning  men  difcovered  very  pernicious 

defigns  to  lurk  in  their  breafts,  who  fecmed  to  have 

the 
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the  moft  cheerful  countenances,  and  who  a&ed  great 
parts  in  the  pomp  and  triumph.  And  it  eridently 
appeared,  that  they  of  that  nation^  who  fhined  moft 
in  the  Court  of  England,  had  the  leaft  influence  in 
their  own  country,  except  only  the  Marquis  of  Ha^ 
milton,  whofe  afFe6Hon  to  his  Mafter  was  even,  then 
fufpedled  by  the  wifeft  men  in  both  kingdoms  ;  and 
that  the  immepfe  bounties  the  King  and  his  father 
had  fcattered  amongft  thofe  of  that  nation,  out  of  the 
wealth  of  England,  beiides  that  he  had  facrificed  the 
'whole  revenue  of  that  kingdom  to  themfelves,  were 
not  looked  upon  as  any  benefit  to  that  nation,  but  as 
obligations  caft  away  upon  particular  men  ;  many  of 
whom  had  with  it  wafled  their  own  patrimony  in 
their  count r}^ 

The  King  himfelf  obferved  many  of  the  nobility  to 
endeavour  to  make  themfelves  popular  by  fpcaking 
in  Parliament  againfl:  thofe  things  which  were  moft 
grateful  to  his  Majefty,  and  which  ftill  pafTed,  not- 
withflanding  their  contradiftion ;  and  he  thought  a 
little  difcountenance  upon  thofe  perfon^  would  either 
fiipprefs  that  fpirit  within  themfelves^  or  make  the 
poifon  of  it  lefs  operative  upon  others.  But  as  thofe 
a<fts  of  difcountenance  were  too  often  believed  to  pro- 
ceed from  the  difpleafure  of  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton, 
and  by  that  means  rather  advanced  than  deprelled 
them,  fo  they  had  an  admirable  dexterity  in  fheltering 
themfelves  from  any  of  thofe  ads  of  difcountenance, 
which  they  had  no  mind  to  own  ;  when  k  hath  been 
vifible,  and  was  then  notorious,  that  many  of  the  per- 
fons  then,  as  the  Earl  of  Rothes,  and  others,  of  whom 
the  King  had  the  worft  opinion,  and  from  whom  he 
purpofely  withheld  any  grace  by  never  fpeaking  tf^ 
them,  or  taking  notice  of  them  in  the  Court,  i  yet 

when 
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when  the  King  was  abroad  in  the  fields,  or  pafling 
through  villages,  when  the  greateft  crowds  of  people 
flocked  to  fee  him,  thofe  men  would  ftill  be  next  him, 
and  entertain  him  with  fome  difcourfe,  and  pleafant 
relations,  which  the  King's  gentle  difpofition  could 
not  avoid,  and  which  made  thofe  perfons  to  be  gene- 
rally believed  to  be  moft  acceptable  to  hi?  Majef- 
ty ;  upon  which  the  Lord  Falkland  was  wont  to  fay, 
^^  that  keeping  of  ftate  was  like  committing  adultery^ 
**  there  muft  go  two  to  it  :'*  for  let  the  proudeft  or 
moft  formal  man  refolve  to  keep  what  diftance  he  will 
towards  others,  a  bold  and  confident  man  inilantlyde- 
moliihes  that  whole  machine,  and  gets  within  him^ 
and  even  obliges  him  to  his  own  laws  of  converfa- 
tion. 

The  King  was  always  the  moft  pundlual  obferver  of 
all  decency  in  his  devotion,  and  the  ftridteft  promoter 
of  the  ceremonies  of  the  Church,  as  believing  in  his 
foul  the  Church  of  England  to  be  inftituted  the  near- 
eft  to  the  praftice  of  the  Apoftles,  and  the  beft  for 
the  propagation  and  advancement  of  Chriftian  religion, 
of  any  Church  in  the  world :  and  on  the  other  iide, 
though  no  man  was.  more  averfe  from  the  Romilh 
Church  than  he  was,  nor  better  underftood  the  motives 
of  their  feparation  from  us,  and  animofity  againft  us, 
he  had  the  higheft  diflike  and  prejudice  to  that  part 
of  his  own  fubjeds,  who  were  againft  the  government 
eftablifhed,  and  did  always  look  upon  them  as  a  very 
dangerous  and  feditious  people-,  who  would,  under 
pretence  of  confcience,  which  kept  them  from  fub- 
mitting  to  the  fpiritual  jurifdiftion,  take  the  firft  op- 
portunity they  could  find,  or  make,  to  withdraw  them- 
4l^es  from  their  temporal  fubjedlion ;  and  therefore 
he  iiad,  with  the  utmoft  vigilance,  caufed  that  temper 

and 
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and  difpofition  to  be  watched  and  provided  againft  in 
England ;  and  if  it  were  then  in  truth  there,  it  lurked 
with  wonderful  fecrecy.  In  Scotland  indeed  it  covered 
the  whole  nation,  fo  that  though  there  were  bilhops  in 
name,  the  whole  jurifdicftion,  and  they  themfel  ves  were, 
upon  the  matter,  fubjedl  to  an  Affembly,  which  was 
purely  Erefbjrterian ;  no  form  of  religion  in  practice, 
no  liturgy,  nor  the  leaft  appearance  of  any  beauty  of 
holinefs :  the  Clergy,  for  the  moft  part,  corrupted  in 
their  principles ;  at  leaft,  none  countenanced  by  the 
great  men,  or  favoured  by  the  people,  but  fuch ; 
though  it  muft  be  owned  their  Univerfities,  efpecially 
Aberdeen,  flouriflied  under  many  excellent  fcholars, 
and  very  learned  men.  Yet,  though  all  the  cathedral 
churches  were  totally  negledled  with  reference  to  thofe 
adminiftrations  over  the  whole  kingdom,  the  King's 
own  Chapel  at  Holy-rood-houfe  had  ftill  been  main- 
tained with  the  comelinefs  of  the  cathedral  fervice, 
and  all  other  decencies  ufed  in  the  Royal  Chapel ;  and 
the  whole  nation  feemed,  in  the  time  of  King  James, 
well  inclined  to  receive  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of 
England,  which  that  King  exceedingly  defired,  and 
was  fo  confident  of,  that  they  who  were  privy  to  his 
counfels  in  thfet  time  did  believe,  the  bringing  that 
work  to  pafs  was  the  principal  end  of  his  progrefs  thi- 
ther fome  years  before  his  death ;  though  he  was  not 
fo  well  fatisfied  at  his  being  there,  two  or  three  of  the 
principal  perfons  trufted  by  him  in  the  government  of 
thta  kingdom,  dying  in  or  about  that  very  time  :  but 
though  he  returned  without  making  any  vilible  attempt 
in  that  affair,  yet  he  retained  ftill  the  purpofe  and  re- 
folution  to  his  death  to  bring  it  to  pafs.  However, 
his  two  or  three  laft  years  having  been  lefs  pleafant  to 
him,  by  the  Prince's  voyage  into  Spain,  the  jealoufies 

which. 
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which^  about  that  time^  begun  in  England^  and  the 
high  proceedings  in  Parliament  there^  he  thought  it 
neceffary  to  fufpend  any  profecution  of  that  deiigo, 
until  a  more  favourable  conjun<5turej  which  he  lived 
not  to  fee, 
Tranfac-  The  King  his  fon,  who,  with  his  father's  other  vir- 
imr^^u^dng^^  inherited  that  zeal  for  religion,  propofed  nothing 
Tnui^scS.  ^^^^  ^^  himfelf,  than-  to  unite  his  three  kingdoms  io 
ian<i-  one  form  of  God's  worlhip,  and  public  devotions  ;  and 
there  being  now  fo  great  a  fejenity  in  all  his  domi- 
nions as  is  mentioned  before,  there  is  great  reafon  to  be> 
lieve,  that  in  his  journey  into  Scotland  to  be  crowned, 
he  carried  with  him  the  refolution  to  finilh  tliat  im- 
portant bufinefs  in  the  Church  at  the  fame  time.  To 
that  end,  the  then  Bifhop  of  London,  Dr.  Laud,  at- 
tended on  his  Majefty  diroughout  that  whole  journey, 
which,  as  he  was  Dean  of  the  Chapel,  he  was  not 
obliged  to  do,  and  no  doubt  would  have  been  excufed 
from,  if  that  deiign  had  not  been  in  view ;  to-accom- 
plifh  which  he  was  no  lefs  folicitous  than  the  King 
himfelf,  nor  the  King  the  lefs  folicitous  for  his  advice. 
He  preached  in  the  Royal  Chapel  at  Edinburgh, 
(which  fcarce  any  Englifhman  had  ever  done  before  in 
the  King's  prefence),  and  principally  upon  the  benefit 
of  conformity,  and  the  reverend  ceremonies  of  the 
Church,  with  all  the  marks  of  approbation  and  appkufe 
imaginable ;  the  great  civility  of  that  people  being  fo 
notorious  and  univerfal,  that  they  would  not  appear 
imconformable  to  his  Majefty's  wiih  in  any  particular. 
And  many  wife  men  were  then  and  ftill  are  of  opi- 
•nion,  that  if  the  King  had  then  propofed  the  liturgy 
.of  the  Church  of  England  to  have  been  received  and 
pradlifedTby  that  nation,  it  would  have  been  fubmitted 
to  without  oppoiitian :  but,  upon  mature  conlidera- 

tion. 
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tion,  the  King  concluded  that  it  was  not  a  ^ood  fea- 
fon  to  promote  that  bufinefs. 

He  had  paffed  two  or  three  a6ls  of  Parliament,  which 
had  much  leflened  the  authority  and  dependence  of 
the  nobility  and  great  men,  and  incenfed  and  difpofed 
them  proportionably  to  crofs  and  oppofe  any  propo-* 
fition,  which  would  be  moft  grateful ;  and  that  over- 
thwart  humour  was  enough  difcovercd  to  rule  in  the 
breafts  of  many,  who  made  the  greateft  profeiHons. 
Yet  this  was  not  the  obftruftion  which  diverted  the 
King  :  the  party  that  was  averfe  from  the  thing,  and 
abhorred  any  thought  of  conformity,  could  not  have 
been  powerfiil  enough  to  have  flopped  the  progrefs  of 
it ;  the  mifchief  was,  that  they  who  moft  defired  it, 
and  were  moft  concerned  to  promote  it,  were  the  men 
who  ufed  all  their  credit  to  divert  the  prefent  attemptr 
ing  it;  and  the  Bilhops  themfelves,  whofe  intereft 
was  to  be  moft  advanced  thereby,  applied  all  their 
counfels  fecretly  to  have  the  matter  more  maturely 
copfidered ;  and  the  whole  defign  was  never  confulted 
but  privately,  ^nd  only  fome  few  of  the  great  men  of 
that  nation,  and  fome  of  the  Bilhops,  advifed  with  by 
the  King,  and  the  Bifliop  of  London ;  it  being  mani^ 
feft  enough,  that  as  the  finifhing  that  great  affair 
muft  be  very  grateful  to  England,  fo  the  Engliih  muft 
not  appear  to  have  a  hand  in  the  contriving  and  pro- 
moting it. 

The  fame  men,  who  did  not  only  pretend,  but  really 
and  heartily  wilh,  that  they  might  have  a  Liturgy  to 
order  and  regulate  the  worfhip  of  God  in  their 
Churches,  and  did  very  well  approve  the  Ceremonies 
eftablifhed  in  the  Church  of  England,  and  defired  to 
fubmit  to  and  praftife  the  fame  there,  had  no  mind 
that  the  very  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England 

VOL.  I,  K  ihould 


I30  THE   HISTORY  Book  I. 

ihould  be  propofed  to,  or  accepted  by  them;  for 
which  thdy  offered  two  prudential  reafons,  as  their  ob- 
fervations  upon  the  nature  and  humour  of  the  nation^ 
and  upon  the  conferences  they  had  often  had  with  the 
beft  men  upon  that  fubjeft,  which  was  often  ^tated 
in  difcourfe,  upon  what  had  been  formerly  projected 
by  King  Jajmes,  and  upon  what  frequently  pccurred 
to  wife  men  in  difcourfes  upon  the  thing  itfelf^  and 
the  defirablenefs  of  it. 

The  firft  was,  that  the  Englifh  Liturgy,  how  piouf- 
ly  and  wifely  foever  framed  and  inilituted,  had  found 
great  oppofition  :  and  though  the  inatter  of  the  Cere- 
monies had  wrought  for  the  moil  part  only  upon  light- 
headed, weak  men,  whofe  fatisfadion  was  not  to  be 
laboured  for ;  yet  there  were  many  grave  and  learned 
men,  who  excepted  againft  fome  particulars,  which 
would  not  be  fo  eafily  anfwered ;  "  That  the  reading 
*^  Pfalms  being  of  the  old  tranflation  were  in  many 
*^  particulars  fo  different  from  the  new  and  better 
^^  tranflation,  that  many  inftances  might  be  g^ven  of 
^'  importance  to  the  fenfe  and  truth  of  Scripture." 
They  faid  fomewhat  of  the  fame  nature  concerning 
the  tranflation  of  the  EpifUes  and  Gpfpels^  and  fome 
other  exceptions  againft  reading  the  Apocrypha,  and 
fome  other  particulars  of  lefs  moment ;  and.  de^red, 
"  that,  in  forming  a  Liturgy  for  their  Church,  they 
*^  might,  by  reforming  thofe  feveral  inftances,  give  fa- 
^^  tisfaAion  to  good  men,  who  would  thereupon  be 
*'  eafily  induced  to  fubmit  to  it." 

The  other  reafon,  which  no  doubt  was  the  princi- 
pal, and  took  this  in  the  way  to  give  it  the  better  in- 
troduftion,  was,  "  that  the  kingdom  of  Scotland  gene^ 
"  rally  had  been  long  jealous,  that,  by  the  King*s  con- 
'^  tinned  abfence  from  them,  they  &ould  by  degrees 
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*^  be  reduced  to  be  but  as  a  province  to  England,  and 
*^  fubjeft  to  their  law§  and  government,  wliich  they 
•^  would  never  fubmit  to  ;  nor  would  any  man  of  ho- 
*^  nour,  who  loved  the  King  beft,  and  refped^ed  Eng- 
•^  land  moft,  ever  confent  to  bring  that  difhonour  upon 
^^  his  country.  If  the  very  Liturgy,  in  the  terms  it  is 
^*  coAftituted  and  praftifed  in  England,  ftiould  be  of- 
^^  feyed  to  therti,  it  would  kindle  and  inflame  that  jea-^ 
^^  loufyi  as  the  prologue  and  introdudtion  to  that  de- 
^^  fign^  and  as  the  firft  range  of  that  ladder,  which 
*^  ihould  ferve  to  mount  over  all  their  cuftoms  and 
^^  privileges,  and  be  oppofed  and  detefled accordingly: 
"  whereas,  if  his  Majefty  would  give  order  for  the 
^*  preparing  a  Liturgy,  with  thofe  few  defirable  altera- 
^^  tioiis;  it  would  eafily  be  done ;  and  in  the  mean  time 
*^  they  would  fo  difpofe  the  minds  of  the  people  for 
♦*  the  reception  of  it,  that  they  Ihould  even  defire  it/* 
This  expedient  was  fo  paffionately  and  vehemently 
urged  even  by  the  Bifliops,  that,  however  they  deferred 
to  the  minds  and  humours  of  other  men,  it  was  mani- 
feft  enough,  that  the  exception  and  advice  proceeded 
from  the  pride  of  their  own  hearts. 

The  Bifhop  of  London,  who  was  always  prefent 
with  the  King  at  thefe  debates,  was  exceedingly  trou- 
bled at  this  delay,  and  to  find  thofe  men  the  inftru-- 
ments  in  it,  who  feemed  to  him  as  folicitous  for  the 
expedition,  a$  zealous  for  the  thing  itfelf,  and  who 
could  not  but  fuffer  by  the  defeningit.  He  knew 
well  how  far  any  enemies  to  conformity  would  be  from 
being  fatisfied  with  thofe  fmall  alterations,  which  be- 
ing confented  to,  they  would  with  more  confidence, 
though  lets  reafon,  frame  other  exceptions,  and  infift 
upon  them  with  more  obftinacy.  He  forefaw  the  dif- 
ficulties which  would  arife  In  rejefting,  or  altering,  or 
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adding  to  the  Liturgy,  which  had  fo  great  authority, 
and  had,  by  the  pradice  of  near  fourfcorc  years,  ob- 
tained great  veneration  from  all  fober  Protefhints; 
and  how  much  eafier  it  would  be  to  make  objeftions 
againft  any  thing  that  fhould  be  new,  than  againft  the 
old ;  and  would  therefore  have  been  very  glad  that 
the  former  refolution  might  be  purfued ;  there  hav- 
ing never  been  any  thoughts  in  the  time  of  King 
James,  or  the  prefent  King,  but  of  the  Englifh  litur- 
gy ;  befides  that  any  variation  from  it,  in  how  fmall 
matters  foever,  would  make  the  uniformity  the  lefe, 
the  manifeftation  whereof  was  that  which  was  moft 
aimed  at  and  delired. 

The  King  had  exceedingly  fet  his  heart  upon  the 
matter,  and  was  as  much  fcandalized  as  any  man  at 
the  difordcr  and  indecency  in  the  exercife  of  religion 
in  that  Church  :  yet  he  was  affefted  with  what  was 
offered  for  a  little  delay  in  the  execution,  and  knew 
more  of  the  ill  humour  and  pra<5):ices  amongft  the 
greateft  men  of  the  kingdom  at  that  feafon,  than  the 
Bilhop  did,  and  believed  he  could  better  compofe  and 
reduce  them  in  a  little  time,  and  at  a  diftance,  than  at 
the  prefent,  and  whilil  he  was  amongil  them.  Befides 
lie  was  in  his  nature  much  inclined  to  the  Scotti(h  na- 
tion, having  been  born  amongft  them,  and  as  jealous 
as  any  one  of  them  could  be  of  their  liberties  and  pri- 
vileges, and  as  careful  they  might  not  be  invaded  by 
the  Englifh,  who,  he  knew,  had  no  great  reverence  for 
them :  and  therefore  the  objeAion,  *^  that  it  would 
'^  look  like  an  impofition  from  England,  If  a  form, 
*^  fettled  in  Parliament  at  Weftminfter,  Ihould  with- 
"  out  any  alteration  be  tendered  (though  by  himfclf) 
*^  to  be  fubmitted  to,  and  obferved  in  Scotland,**  made 
a  deep  impreflion  in  his  Majefly. 

In 
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In  a  word,  he  committed  the  framing  and  compof- 
ing  fuch  a  Liturgy  as  would  moft  probably  be  accept- 
able to  that  people,  to  a  fele<9:  number  of  the  Bifhopi 
there,  who  were  very  able  and  willing  to  undertake  it : 
and  fo  his  Majefty  returned  into  England,  at  the  time 
he  had  defigned,  without  having  ever  propofed,  or 
made  the  leaft  approach  in  public  towards  any  alter- 
ation in  the  Church. 

It  had  been  very  happy,  if  there  had  been  then  no- 
thing done  indeed,  that  had  any  reference  to  that  affair, 
and  that,  iince  it  was  not  ready,  nothing  had  been  tranf- 
aded  to  promote  it,  which  accidentally  alienated  the 
affe<5tions  of  the  people  from  it ;  and  what  was  done 
was  imputed  to  the  Bifhop  of  London,  who  was  like 
enough  to  be  guilty  of  it,  Iince  he  did  really  believe, 
that  nothing  more  contributed  to  the  benefit  and  ad- 
vancement of  the  Church,  than  the  promotion  of 
Churchmen  to  places  of  the  greatefl  honour,  and  of- 
fices of  the  higheft  truft  :  this  opinion  and  the  profe- 
cution  of  it  (though  his  integrity  was  unqueftipnable, 
and  his  zeal  as  great  for  the  good  and  honour  of  the 
State,  as  for  the  advancement  and  fecurity  of  the 
Church)  was  the  unhappy  foundation  of  his  own  ruin, 
and  of  the  prejudice  towards  the  Church,  the  malice 
againfl  it,  and  almofl  the  deflruAion  of  it. 

Durine:  the  King's  ftay  in  Scotland,  when  he  found  The  King 

1  '        rL  '         r  /rL'  i  .  during  his 

the  conjuneture  not  yet  ripe  for  perfectmg  that  good  ftay  them 
order  which  he  intended  in  the  Church,  he  refolved  to  Birhopric 
leave  a  monument  behind  him  of  his  own  affedlion  J^^*"' 
and  efleem  of  it.     Edinburgh,  though  the  metropo- 
lis of  the  kingdom,  and  the  chief  feat  of  the  King's 
own  refidence,  and  the  place  where  the  Council  of  State 
and  the  Courts  of  Juflice  flill  remained,  was  but  a 
borpugh  town  within  the  diocefc  of  the  Archbifhop  of 
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Saint  Andrew's^  and  governed  in  all  church  a£fairs  by 
the  preachers  of  the  town  ;  who,  being  chofen  by  the 
citizens  from  the  time  of  Mr,  Knox,  (who  had  a  prin- 
cipal hand  in  the  fupprefSon  of  Popery,  with  circum- 
ftances  not  very  commendable  to  this  day),  had  been 
the  moil  turbulent  and  feditious  minifters  of  confu- 
lion  that  could  be  found  in  the  kingdom ;  of  which 
King  James  had  fo  fad  experience,  after  he  came  to 
age,  as  well  as  in  his  minority,  that  he  would  often 
lay,  "  that  his  accefs  to  the  crown  of  England  was  the 
^<  more  valuable  to  him,  as  it  redeemed  him  from  the 
''  fubjeAion  to  the  ill  manners  and  infolent  pradlices 
*^  of  thofe  preachers,  which  he  could  never  ihake  off 
^^  before."  The.  King,  before  his  return  from  thence, 
with  the  full  confent  and  approbation  of  the  Arch- 
biihop  of  Saint  Andrew's,  eredVed  Edinburgh  into  a 
bifhopric,  afligned  it  a  good  and  convenient  jurifdic- 
tion  out  of  the  neareft  limits  of  the  diocefe  of  Saint 
Andrew's,  appointed  the  faircft  church  in  the  town  to 
be  the  cathedral,  fettled  a  competent  revenue  upon 
the  Bifhop  out  of  lauds  purchafed  by  his  Majefiy 
himfclf  from  the  Duke  of  Lenox,  who  fold  it  much 
the  cheaper,  that  it  might  be  confecrated  to  fo  pious 
an  end  ;  and  placed  a  very  eminent  fcholar  of  a  good 
family  in  the  kingdom,  who  had  been  educated  in  the 
Univerfity  of  Cambridge,  to  be  the  firft  Bifhop  in 
that  his  new  city ;  and  made  another  perfon,  of  good 
fame  and  learning,  the  firil  Dean  of  his  new  cathedral, 
upon  whom  likewife  he  fettled  a  proper  maintenance ; 
toping  by  this^neans  the  better  to  prepare  the  people 
of  the  place^  who  were  the  moft  numerous  and  richeft 
of  the  kingdom,  to  have  a  due  reverence  to  order  and 
government,  and  at,  leaft  to  difcountenance,  if  not 
fupprefs>  the  fadlious  fpirit  of  Prefbytery,  which  had' 

fo 
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fo  long  ruled  there.  But  this  application  little  con- 
tributed thereunto:  the  people  generally  thought, 
that  they  had  too  many  Bifliops  before,  and  fo  the 
increafing  the  number  was  not  like  to  be  very  grate- 
ful to  them. 

The  Bifhops  had  indeed  very  little  intereft  in  the 
aifeAions  of  that  nation,  and  lefs  authority  over  it ; 
they  had  not  power  to  reform  or  regulate  their  own 
cathedrals,  and  very  rarely  Ihewed  themfelves  in  the 
habit  and  robes  of  Bilhops  ;  and  durft  not  conteft 
with  the  general  Aflembly  in  matters  of  jurifdiAion:  fo 
that  there  was  little  more  than  the  name  of  Epifcopacy 
preferved  in  that  Church.  To  redeem  them  from  that  His Majefty 
contempt,  and  to  fliew  that  they  Ihbuld  be  confidera-  K(hops*S* 
ble  in  the  State,  how  little  authority  foever  they  werefccuiar"of.^° 
permitted  to  have  in  the  Church,  the  King  made  thef/^^y!**' 
Archbiihop  of  Saint  Androw's,  a  learned,  wife,  and 
pious  man,  and  of  long  experience,  Chancellor  of  the 
kingdom,  (the  greateft  office,  and  which  had  never 
been  in  the  hands  of  a  Churchman  fiace  the  reform- 
ation of  religion,  and  fuppreffing  the  Pope's  autho- 
rity), and  four  or  five  other  Bifhops  of  the  Privy- 
Cotincil,  or  Lords  of  the  Seifion  ;  which  his  Majefty 
prefumed,  by  their  power  in  the  civil  government, 
and  in  the  judicatories  of  the  kingdom,  would  render 
them  fo  much  the  more  reverenced,  and  the  better 
enable  them  to  fettle  the  affairs  of  the  Church : 
which  fell  out  otherwife  too ;  and  it'had  been  better 
that  Invidious  promotion  had  been  fufpended,  till  by 
their  grave  and  pious  deportment  they  had  wrought 
upofi  their  Clergy  to  be  better  difpofed  to  obey  them, 
and  upon  the  people  to  like  order  and  difcipline ; 
and  till  by  thefe  means  the  Liturgy  had  been  fettled, 
and  received  amongft  them ;  and  then  ^the  advancing 

K  4  fome 
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fome  of  them  to  ''greater  honour  might  have  d6ne 
well. 

But  this  tuifeafonable  accumulation  of  fo  many  ho-* 
nours  upon  them,  to  which  their  fun6kions  did  not 
entitle  them,  (no  Bifhop  having  been  fo  much  as  a 
Privy-Counfelior  in  very  tnany  years),  expofed  them 
to  the  univerfal  envy  of  the  whole  nobility,  many 
whereof  wifhed  them  well,  as  to  their  ecclefiaftical 
qualiiications,  but  could  not  endure  to  fee  them  pof- 
feifed  of  thofe  offices  and  employments,  which  thej 
looked  upon  as  naturally  belonging  to  themfelves  i 
and  then  the  number  of  them  was  thought  too  great, 
fo  that  they  over-balanced  many  debates  ;  and  fome 
of  them,  by  want  of  temper,  or  want  of  breeding,  ^d 
not  behave  thenifelves  with  that  decency  in  their  de- 
bates^  towards  the  greateft  men  of  the  kingdom,  as  in 
difcretion  they  ought  to  have  done,  and  as  the  others 
teafonably  expefted  from  them  :  fo  that,  inftead  of 
bringing  any  advantage  to  the  Church,  or  facilitating 
the  good  intentions  of  the  King  in  fettling  order  and 
government,  it  produced  a  more  general  prejudice  to 
it;  though  for  the  prefent  thiefe  appeared  no  fign  of 
difcontent,  or  ill  will  to  them;  and  the  King  left  Scot- 
land, as  he  believed,  full  of  afFe^lion  and  duty  to 
him,  and  well  inclined  to  receive  a  Liturgy,  when  he 
jQiotdd  think  it  feafonable  to  commend  it  to  them. 
The  King's  It  wa»  about  the  end  of  Auguft  in  the  year  1633, 
theio^^ofwhen  the  King  returned  from  Scotland  to  Green- 
Arehbiftiop^j^j^^  where  the  Queen  kept  her  Court ;  and  the  firft 
Jharaacr^  accidcut  of  moment,  that  happened  after  his  com- 
ing thither,  was  the  death  of  Abbot,  Archbilhop  of 
Canterbtury ;  who  had  fat  too  many  years  in  that  See, 
and  had  too  great  a  jurifdiiftion  over  the  Church, 
though  he  was  without  any  credit  in  the  Court  from 

the 
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the  death  of  King  James,  and  had  not  much  in  many 
years  before.  He  had  been  Head  or  Maftcr  of  one 
of  the  pooreil  Colleges  in  Oxford,  and  had  learning 
fufficient  for  that  province.  He  was  a  man  of  very 
morofe  manners,  and  a  very  four  afpeft,  which,  in 
that  time,  was  called  gravity  ;  and  under  the  opinion 
of  that  virtue,  and  by  the  recommendation  of  the  Earl 
of  Dunbar,  the  King's  firft  Scotch  favourite,  he  was 
preferred  by  King  James  to  the  bifliopric  of  Coven- 
try and  Litchfield,  and  prefently  after  to  London,  bc^ 
fore  he  had  been  Parfon,  Vicar,  or  Curate  of  any 
parilh-church  in  England,  or  Dean  or  Prebend  of 
any  cathedral-church  ;  and  was  in  truth  totally  igno- 
rant of  the  true  conftitution  of  the  Church,  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  ftate  and  intereft  of  the  Clergy  ;  as  fuf- 
ficiently  appeared  throughout  the  whole  courfe  of  his 
life  afterward. 

He  had  fcarcc  performed, any  part  of  the  ofiice  of  a 
Bifhop  in  the  diocefe  of  London,  when  he  was  fnatched 
from  thence,  and  promoted  to  Canterbury,  upon  th6 
never-encmgh  lamented  death  of  Dr.  Bancroft,  that 
Metropolitan,  who  underftood  the  Church  exicellently, 
and  had  almoft  refcued  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Calvinian  party,  and  very  much  fubdued  the  unruly 
fpirit  of  the  Nonconformifts,  by  and  after  the  con- 
ference at  Hampton-Court;  countenanced  men  of  the 
greateft  parts  in  learning,  and  difpofed  the  Clergy  to 
a  more  folid  courfe  of  ftudy,  than  they  had  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to ;  and,  if  he  had  lived,  would  quickly 
have  extinguifhed  all  that  fire  in  England,  which  had 
been  kindled  at  Geneva;  or  if  he  had  been  fucceeded 
by  Biihop  Andrews,  Bifliop  Overal,  or  any  man  who 
underftood   and  loved  the  Church,  that  infection 

would 
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would  eafily  have  been  kept  out^  which  could  not  af- 
terwards be  fo  eafily  expelled. 

But  Abbot  brought  none  of  this  antidote  with 
him,  and  confidered  Chriftian  religion  no  otherwife, 
than  as  it  abhorred  and  reviled  Popery,  and  valued 
thofe  men  moft,  who  did  that  the  moft  furioufly. 
For  the  ftridt  obfervation  of  the  difcipline  of  the 
Church,  or  the  conformity  to  the  Articles  or  Canons 
eftabliihed,  he  made  little  enquiry,  and  took  lefs  care; 
and  having  himfelf  made  a  very  little  progrefs  in  the 
ancient  and  folid  ftudy  of  Divinity,  he  adhered  only 
to  the  dodlrine  of  Calvin,  and,  for  his  fake,  did  not 
think  fo  ill  of  the  difcipline  as  he  ought  to  have  done. 
But  if  men  prudently  forbore  a  public  peviling  and 
railing  at  the  Hierarchy  and  Ecclefiafticar  Govern- 
ment, let  their  opinions  and  private  praAice  be  what 
it  would,  they  were  not  only  fecure  from  any  inqui- 
fition  of  his,  but  acceptable  to  him,  and  at  leaft 
equally  preferred  by  Kim.  And  though  many  other 
Bifhops  plainly  difcerned  the  mifchiefs,  which  daily 
broke  in  to  the  prejudice  of  religion,  by  his  defers 
and  remifTnefs,  and  prevented  it  in  their  own  diocefes 
as  much  as  they  could,  and  gave  all  their  counte- 
nance to  men  of  other  parts  and  other  principles;  and 
though  the  Bifhop  of  London,  Dr.  Laud,  from  the 
time  of  his  authority  and  credit  with  the  King,  had 
applied  all  the  remedies  he  could  to  thofe  defections, 
and,  from  the  time  of  his  being  Chancellor  of  Oxford, 
had  much  difcountenanced  and  almoil  fupprefled 
that  fpirit,  by  encouraging  another  kind  of  learning 
and  pnwftice  in  that  Univerfity,  which  was  indeed  ac- 
cording to  the  doArine  of  the  Church  of  England ; 
yet  that  temper  in  the  Archbilhop,  whofe  houfe  was 

a  fane- 
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a  (andhuiry  to  the  moft  eminent  of  that  fkdkious  party, 
and  who  licenfed  their  moft  pernicious  writings,  left 
his  fucceflbr  a  very  difficult  work  to  do,  to  reform 
and  reduce  a  Church  into  order,  that  had  been  fo  long 
negledted,  and  that  was  fo  ill  filled  by  many  weak, 
and  more  wilful  Churchmen. 

It  was  within  one  week  after  the  King's  return  fromBifliop 

Laud  mad# 

Scotland,  that  Abbot  died  at  his  houfe  at  Lambeth.  Archbu 
The  King  took  very  little  time  to  confider  who  ihouldchMtflSl 
be  his  fucceffor,  but  the  very  next  time  the  Biihop 
of  London  (who  was  longer  oh  his  way  home  than 
the  King  had  been)  came  to  him,  his  Majefty  enter* 
tained  him  very  cheerfully  with  this  compellation. 
My  Lord^s  Grace  of  Canterbury ^  you  are  very  welcome  \ 
and  gave  order  the  fame  day  for  the  difpatch  of  all 
the  neceflary  forms  for  the  tranflation  :  fo  that  within 
a  month  or  thereabouts  after  the  death  of  the  other 
Archbiihop,  he  was  completely  invefted  in  that  "high 
dignity,  and  fettled  in  his  palace  at  Lambeth.  This 
great  Prelate  had  been  before  in  great  favour  with 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  whofe  chief  confident  he 
was,  and  by  him  recommended  to  the  King,  as  fitteft 
to  be  trufted  in  the  conferring  all  ecclefiaftical  pre- 
ferments, when  he  was  but  Biihop  of  St.  Pavid*s,  or 
newly  preferred  to  Bath  and  Wells ;  and  from  that 
lime  he  entirely  governed  that  province  without  a 
rival :  fo  that  his  promotion  to  Canterbury  was  long 
forefeen  and  expedited ;  nor  was  it  attended  with  any* 
increafe  of  envy  or  diilike. 

He  was  a  man  of  great  parts,  and  very  e:cemplary 
virtues,  allay^  and  difcredited  by  fome  unpopular 
natural  infirmities  ;  the  greateft  of  which  was  (bfefides 
a  hafty,  iharp  way  of  expreffing  himfelf )  that  he  be^ 
lieved  inooceQce  of  heart,  and  integrity  of  manners, 

was 
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was  a  guard  ftrong  enough  to  fecure  any  man  in  his 
voyage  through  this  world,  in  what  company  focvcr 
he  trayelled,  and  through  what  ways  foever  he  was  to 
pals :  and  fure  never  any  man  was  better  fupplied 
with  that  proviiion«  He  was  bom  of  honeft  parents, 
who  were  well  able  to  provide  for  his  education  in  the 
fchools  of  learning,  from  whence  they  fent  him  to 
St.  John's  College  in  Oxford,  the  worft  endowed  at 
that  time  of  any  in  that  famous  Univerfity.  From  a 
Scholar  he  became  a  Fellow,  and  then  the  Prefident 
of  the  College,  after  he  had  received  all  the  graces 
and  degrees  (the  Proftorfhip  and  the  Dodorihip) 
could  be  obtained  there.  He  was  always  maligned 
and  perfecuted  by  thofe  who  were  of  the  Calvinian 
fadion,  which  was  then  very  powerfiil,  and  who,  ac^ 
cording  to  their  ufual  maxim  and  pradlice,  call  every 
man  they  do  not  love,  Papift;  and  under  this  fenfelefs 
appellation  they  created  him  many  troubles  and  vex- 
ations ;  and  fo  far  fupprefled  him,  that  though  he 
was  the  King's  Chaplain,  and  taken  notice  of  for  an 
excellent  preacher,  and  a  fcholar  of  the  moil  fublime 
parts,  he  had  not  any  preferment  to  invite  him  to 
leave  his  poor  College,  which  only  gave  him  bread» 
till  the  vigour  of  his  age  was  paft  :  and  when  he  was 
promoted  by  King  James,  it  was  but  to  a  poor  bi- 
Ihopric  in  Wales,  which  was  not  fo  good  a  fupport 
for  a  Bifhop,  as  his  College  was  for  a  private  Scholar^ 
though  a  Do£ion 

Parliaments  in  that  time  were  frequent,  and  grew 
very  bufy ;  and  the  party,  under  which  he  had  fufiered 
a  continual  perfecution,  appeared  very  powerful,  and 
full  of  defign,  and  they  who  had  the  courage  to  oppofc 
them,  begun  to  be  taken  notice  of  with  approbation 
and  countenance :  under  this  fiyle  he  came  to  be  firft 

cherifhed 
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cheriflicd  by  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  who  had 
made  fome  experiments  of  the  temper  and  fpirit  of 
the  other  people,  nothing  to  his  fatisfadlion.  From 
this  time  he  profpcred  at  the  rate  of  his  own  wiihes, 
and  being  tranfplanted  out  of  his  cold  barren  diocefe 
of  St.  David's,  into  a  warmer  climate,  he  was  left,  as 
was  faid  before,  by  that  great  favourite  in  that  great 
truil  with  the  King,  who  was  fuificiently  indifpofed 
towards  the  perfons*  or  the  principles  of  Calvin's  dif-. 
ciples. 

When  he  came  into  great  authority,  it  may  be,  he 
retained  too  keen  a  memory  of  thofe  who  had  fo  un- 
juffiiy  and  uncharitably  perfecuted  him  before ;  and, 
I  doubt,  was  fo  far  tranfported  with  the  lame  paffions 
he  had  reafon  to  complain  of  in  his  adverfaries,  that, 
as  they  accufed  him  of  Popery,  becaufe  he  had  fome  . 
doiS^rinal  opinions  which  they  liked  not,  though  they 
were  nothing  allied  to  Popery ;  fo  he  entertained  too 
much  prejudice  to  fome  perfons,  as  if  they  were 
enemies  to  the  difcipline  of  the  Church,  becaufe  they 
concurred  with  Calvin  in  fome  doftrinal  points;  when 
they  abhorred  his  difcipline,  and  reverenced  the  go- 
vernment of  the  Church,  and  prayed  for  the  peace  of 
it  with  as  much  zeal  and  fervency  as  any  in  the  king- 
dom ;  as  they  made  manifeft  in  their  lives,  and  in 
their  fufFerings  with  it,  and  for  it.  He  had,  from  his 
firft  entrance  into  the  world,  without  any  difguife  or 
difiimulation,  declared  his  own  opinion  of  that  claflis 
of  men ;  and,  as  foon  as  it  was  in  his  power,  he  did  all 
he  could  to  hinder  the  growth  and  increafe  of  that 
faftion,  and  to  reftrain  thofe  who  were  inclined  to  it, 
from  doing  the  mifchief  they  defired  to  do.  But  his 
power  at  Court  could  not  enough  qualify  him  to  go 
through  with  that  difficult  reformation,  whilil  he  had 

4  fu^e-« 
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a  fuperior  in  the  Church,  who,  haying  the  rtim  in 
his  hand,  could  flacken  them  according  to  his  own 
humour  and  indifcretion ;  and  was  thought  to  be 
the  more  remifs,  to  irritate  his  choleric  difpoiition« 
But  when  he  had  now  the  primacy  in  his  own 
ha9.d,  the  King  being  infpired  with  the  fame  zeal, 
he  thought  he  fhould  be  to  blame,  and  have  much 
to  anfwer  for,  if  he  did  not  make  hafte  to  apply  re- 
medies to  thofe  difeafes,  which  4xe  faw  would  grow 
apace. 

In  the  end  of  September  of  the  year  1633,  he  wa^ 
inyefted  in  the  title,  power,  and  jurifdi6kion  of  Arch- 
biihop  of  Canterbury,  and  entirely  in  polTeflion  of  the 
revanue  thereof,  without  a  rival  in  Church  or  State ; 
that  is,  no  man  profelSed  tq  oppofe  his  greatnefs;  and 
,  he  had  never  iottxpokd  or  appeared  in  matters  of 
i>r.jiixon  State  to  this  time.  His  firfb  care  was,  that  the  place 
fhopV'  he  was  removed  from  might  be  fupplied  with  a  man 
^'*^*'"'  who  would  be  vigilant  to  pull  up  thofe  weeds,  which 
the  London  ioil  was  too  apt  to  nouriih,  and  fo  <^ei^ 
his  old  friend  and  companion  Dr.  Juzon  as  iijear  to 
him  as  he  could.  They  had  been  Fellows  together  in 
one  College  in  Oxford,  and,  when  he  was  firft  made 
Biihop  of  Saint  David's,  he  made  ^im  Prefident  of 
that  College:  when  he  could  no  longer  keep  the 
Deanery  of  the  Chapel  Royal,  he  made  him  his  fuc- 
ceiTor  in  that  near  attendance  upon  the  King :  and 
now  he  was  raifed  to  be  Archbilhop,  he  eafily  pre- 
vailed with  the  King  to  make  the  other,  Bifhop  of 
London,  before,  or  very  foon  after,  he  had  been  con- 
fccrated  Biflxop  of  Hereford,  if  he  were  more  than 
elea  of  that  Church. 

It  was  now  a  time  of  great  eafe  and  tranquillity ; 
the  King  (as  hath  been  faid  before)  had  made  himfelf 

fuperior 
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fuperior  to  all  thofe  difficulties  and  ftiaits  he  had  ta 
contend  with  th«  foiir  firft  years  he  came  to  the  Crown 
at  home ;  and  was  pow  reverenced  by  all  his  neigh- 
bours, who  needed  his  friendihip,  and  defircd  to  have 
it ;  the  wealth  of  the  kingdom  notorious  to.  all  the 
world,  and  the  general  temper  and  humour  of  it 
little  inclined  to  the  Papift,  and  lefs  to  the  Puritan. 
There  were  fome  late  taxes  and  impolitions  intro- 
duced, which  rather  angered  than  grieved  the  people^ 
who  were  more  than  repaired  by  the  quiet,  peace,  and 
profperity  they  enjoyed }  and  the  murmur  and  difcon- 
tent  that  was,  appeared  to  be  againft  the  excefs  of 
power  exercifed  by  the  Crown,  and  fupported  by  the 
Judges  in  Weftminfter-Hall.  The  Church  was  not 
repined  at,  nor  the  leaft  inclination  to  alter  the  go- 
vernment and  difcipline  thereof,  or  to  change  the 
dodlrine.  Nor  was  there  at  that  tim^  any  confiderable 
number  of  perfons  of  any  valuable  condition  through** 
out  the  kingdom,  who  did  wifh  either ;  and  the  caufe 
of  fo  prodigious  a  change  in  fo  few  years  after  was. 
too  vifible  from  the  efFedls.  The  Archbiihop's  heart 
was  fet  upon  the  advancement  .of  the  Church,  in 
which  he  well  knew  he  had  the  I^ing^s  full  concur- 
rence, which  he  thought  would  be  too  powerful  for 
any  oppofition  -,  and  that  he  fhould  need  no  othe^ 
aiiiftance. 

Though  the  nation  generally,  as  was  faid  before, 
was  without  any  ill  talent  to  the  Church,  either  in  the 
point  of  the  dodlrine,  or  the  difcipline,  yet  they  were 
not  without  a,  jealoufy.  that  Popery  was  not  eijough 
difcountenanced,  and  were  very  averfe  from  admitting 
any  thing  they  had  not  been  ufed  to,  which  they 
called  innovation,  and  were  eafily  perfuaded^  that  any 
thing  of  that  kind  was  but  to  pleafe  the  Papifts.  Some 

do(Slnnal 
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Warm  con.  do<?lrinal  points  in  controverfy  had  been,  in  the  late 
concerning  years,   agitated    in    the  pulpits  with   more  warmth 
thcArmil^and  reflexions,  than  had  irfed  to  be ;   and  thence 
topoims,  ^jjg  jjg^|.  ^jjjI  animofity  inereafed  in  books  p'o  and 
con  upon  the  fame  arguments :  moil  of  the  popular 
preachers,  who  had  not  looked  into  the  ancient  learn- 
ing, took  Calvin's  word  for  it,  and  did  all  they  could 
to  propagate  his  opinions  in  thofe  points  :  they  who 
had  ftudied  more,  and  were  better  verfed  in  the  anti- 
quities of  the  Church,  the  Fathers,  the  Councils,  and 
the  Eccleliaftical  Hiftories,  with  the  fame  heat  and 
paifion  in  preaching  and  writing  defended  the  con- 
trary- 

But  becaufe>  in  the  late  difpute  in  the  Dutch 
Churches,  thofe  opinions  were  fupportcd  by  Jacobus 
Arminius,  the  Divinity  Profeffor  in  the  Univerfity  of 
Ley  den  in  Holland,  the  latter  men,  we  mentioned,  were 
called  Arminians ;  though  many  of  them  had  never 
read  a  word  written  by  Arminius.  Either  fide  defended 
and  maintained  the  different  opinions  as  the  dodlrine 
of  the  Church  of  England,  as  the  two  great  orders 
in  the  Church  of  Rome,  the  Dominicans  and  Fran- 
cifcans,  did  at  the  fame  time,  and  had  many  hundred 
years  before,  with  more  vehemence  and  uncharitable- 
pefs,  maintained  the  lame  opinions  one  againft.  the 
other ;  either  party  profefiing  to  adhere  to  the  doArine 
of  the  Catholic  Church,  which  had  been  ever  wifer 
than  to  determine  the  controverfy.  And  yet  that 
party  here,  which  could  leaft  fupport  themfelves  with 
reafon,  were  very  folicitous>  according  to  the  ingenu- 
ity they  always  pratftife  to  advance  any  of  their  pre- 
tences, to  have  the  people  believe,  that  they  who  held 
with  Arminius  did  intend  to  introduce  Popery ;  and 
truly  the  other  lide  wa$  no  lefs  willing  to  haye  it 

thought^ 
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Hiought^  that  all,  who  adhered  to  Calvin  in  thofe  con- 
troVerfies>  did  in  their  hearts  likewife  adhere  to  him 
with  reference  to  the  difcipline,  and  defired  to  change 
the  government  of  the  Church,  dcftroy  the  Biftiops, 
and  to  fet  up  the  difcipline  that  he  had  eftablilhed  at 
Geneva ;  and  fo  both  fides  found  fuch  reception  ge« 
nerally  with  the  people,  as  they  were  inclined  to  the 
perfons  5  whereas,  in  truth,  none  of  the  one  fide  were 
at  all  inclined  to  Popery,  and  very  many  of  the  other 
were  moft  afieAionate  to  the  peace  and  profperity  of 
the  Church,  and  very  pious  and  learned  men. 

The  Archbifliop  had,  all  his  life,  eminently  oppofed^^^*^*^! 
Calvin's  doftrine  in  thofe  controverfies,  before  ther^^c^coa- 

tinucd* ' 

name  of  Arminius  was  taken  notice  of,  or  his  opinions 
heard  of ;  and  thereupon,  for  want  of  another  name, 
they  had  called  him  a  Papift,  which  nobody  believed 
him  to  be,  and  he  had  more  manifefied  the  contrary 
in  his  difputations  and  writings,  than  moft  men  had 
done ;  and  it  may  be  the  other  found  the  more  fe» 
vere  and  rigorous  ui^ge  from  him,  for  their  pro- 
pagating that  calumny  againft  him.  He  was  a  ma^ 
of  great  courage  and  refolution,  and  being  moft  af-* 
fured  within  himfelf,  that  he  propofed  no  end  in  all 
his  actions  and  defigns,  but  what  was  pious  and  juft, 
(as  fure  no  man  had  ever  a  heart  more  entire  to 
the  King,  the  Church,  or  his  Country),  he  never  ftu* 
died  the  eafieft  ways  to  thofe  ends ;  he  thought,  it 
may  be,  that  any  art  or  induftry  that  way  would  dif- 
credit,  at  leaft  make  the  integrity  of  the  end  fufpeifted, 
let  the  caufe  be  what  it  will.  He  did  court  perfons 
too  little  ;  nor  cared  to  make  his  defigns  and  pur- 
pofes  appear  as  candid  as  they  were,  by  (hewing 
them  in  any  other  drefs  than  their  own  natural  beauty, 
though  perhaps  in  too  rough  a  manner  ;  and  did  not 
VOL.  I,  L  confider 
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confider  enough  what  men  faid,  or  were  like  to  fay  of 
him.  If  the  faults  and  yices  were  fit  to  be  looked 
into,  and  difcovercd,  let  the  perfons  be  who  they 
would  that  were  guilty  of  them,  they  were  fure  to 
find  no  connivance  of  favour  from  him.  He  intended 
the  difcipline  of  the  Church  Ihould  be  felt,  as  well  as 
fpoken  of,  and  that  it  fliould  be  applied  to  the  great- 
eft  and  moft  fplendid  tranfgreflbrs,  as  well  as  to  the 
punifhment  of  fmaller  offences,  and  meaner  offenders; 
and  thereupon  called  for  or  cherifhed  the  difcovery 
of  thofe  who  were  not  careful  to  cover  their  own 
iniquities,  thinking  they  were  above  the  reach  of 
other  men,  or  their  power  or  will  to  chaftife.  Perfons 
of  honour  and  great  quality,  of  the  Court,  and  of  the 
Country,  were  every  day  cited  into  the  High-Commif- 
fion  Court,  upon  the  fame  of  their  incontinence,  or  other 
fcandal  in  their  lives,  and  were  there  profecuted  to 
their  ihame  and  punifhment:  and  as  the  fhame  (which 
they  called  an  infolent  triumph  upon  their  degree  and 
quality,  and  levelling  them  with  the  common  people) 
was  never  forgotten,  but  watched  for  revenge ;  fo  the 
fines  impofed  there  were  the  more  queftioned,  and  re- 
pined againft,  becaufe  they  were  affigned  to  the  re- 
building and  repairing  St.  PauVs  Church;  and  thought 
therefore  to  be  the  more  feverely  impofed,  and  the  lefs 
compaflionately  reduced  and  excufed ;  which  likewife 
made  the  jurifdi^lion  and  rigour  of  the  Star-Chamber 
more  felt,  and  murmured  againft,  and  fharpened  many 
men's  humours  againft  the  Bilhops,  before  they  had 
any  ill  intention  towards  the  Church. 
Pryn,  Bur-  There  were  three  perfons  moft  notorious  for  their 
Miwick.  declared  malice  againft  the  government  of  the  Church 
by  Bifhops,  in  their  feveral  books  and  writings, 
which  they  had  publifhed  to  corrupt  the  people,  with 

circum- 
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circumftances  very  fcandalo,us,  and  in  language  very 
fcurrilous,  and  impudent  -,  which  all  men  thought  de- 
ferved  very  exemplary  puniihmcnt :  they  were  of  the 
three  feveral  profeffions  which  had  the  moft  influence 
upon  the  people,  a  Divine,  a  Common  Lawyer,  and  a 
Do6lor  of  Phyfic ;  none  of  them  of  intereft,  or  any 
cftcem  with  the  wonhy  part  of  their  feveral  profef- 
fions, having  been  formerly  all  looked  upon  under 
characters  of  reproach :  yet  when  they  were  all  fen* 
tenced,  and  for  the  execution  of  that  fentence  brought 
out  to  be  punifhed  as  common  and  fignal  rogues,  ex- 
pofed  upon  fcaffolds  to  have  their  ears  cut  off,  and 
their  faces  and  foreheads  branded  with  hot  irons,  (as 
the  pooreft  and  moft  mechanic  malefaftors  ufed  to 
be,  when  they  were  not  able  to  redeem  themfelves  by 
any  fine  for  their  trefpaffes,  or  to  fatisfy  any  damages 
for  the  fcandals  they  had  raifed  againft  the  good 
name  and  reputation  of  others),  men  begun  no  more 
to  confider  their  manners,  but  the  men;  and  each 
profeffion,  with  anger  and  indignation  enough,  thought 
their  education,  and  degrees,  and  quality,  would  have 
fecured  them  from  fuch  infamous  judgments,  and 
treafured  up  wrath  for  the  time  to  come. 

The  remiflhefs  of  Abbot,  and  of  other  Biihops  by 
his  example,  had  introduced,  or  at  leaft  connived  at, 
a  negligence,  that  gave  great  fcandal  to  the  Church, 
and  no  doubt  offended  very  many  pious  men.  The 
people  took  fo  little  care  of  the  churches,  and  the 
parfons  as  little  of  the  chancels,  that,  inftead  of  beau- 
tifying or  adorning  them  in^  any  degree,  they  rarely 
provided  againft  the  falling  of  many  of  their  churches ; 
and  fuffered  them  at  leaft  to  be  kept  fo  indecently 
and  flovenly,  that  they  would  not  have  endured  it  in 
the  ordinary  ofl^es  of  their  own  houfes;  the  rain  and 

L  2  >     tlic 


148  tHE   HISTORY  Book  L 

the  wind  to  infeft  them,  and  the  Sacraments  them- 
felves  to  be  adminiftered  where  the  people  had  moft 
mind  to  receive  them.  This  profane  liberty  and 
uncleanlinefs  the  Archbifhop  refolved  to  reform  with 
all  expedition,  requiring  the  other  Bifhops  to  concur 
with  him  in  fo  pious  a  work  ;  and  the  work  fure  was 
very  grateful  to  all  men  of  devotion  :  yet,  I  know  not 
how,  the  profecutioh  of  it  with  too  mtich  afFedlation 
of  expence,  it  may  be,  or  with  too  much  paffion  be- 
tween the  minifters  and  the  parifhioners,  raifed  an 
evil  fpirit  towards  the  Ch\u"ch,  which  the  enemies  of  it 
took  much  advantage  of,  as  foon  as  they  had  an  op- 
portunity to  make  the  worft  ufe  of  it. 

The  removing  the  communion  table  out  of  the 
body  of  the  church,  where  it  had  ufed  to  ftand,  and 
to  be  applied  to  all  ufes,  and  fixing  it  to  one  place  in 
the  upper  end  of  the  chancel,  which  frequently  made 
the  buying  a  new  table  to  be  necelTary  ;  the  inclof- 
ing  it  with  a  rail  of  joiner's  work,  and  thereby  fencing 
it  from  the  approach  of  dogs,  and  all  fervile  ufes ;  the 
obliging  all  perfons  to  come  up  to  thofe  rails  to  re« 
ceive  the  Sacrament,  how  acceptable  foever  to  grave 
and  intelligent  perfons,  who  loved  order  and  decency, 
(for  acceptable  it  was  to  fuch),  yet  introduced  firft 
murmurings  amongft  the  people,  upon  the  very 
charge  and  expence  of  itj  and  if  the  Minifter  were 
not  a  man  of  difcretion  and  reputation  to  compofe  and 
reconcile  thofe  indifpolitions,  (as  too  frequently  he  was 
not,  and  rather  inflamed  and  increafed  the  diftemper), 
it  begot  fuits  and  appeals  at  law.  The  opinion  that 
there  was  no  neceffity  of  doing  any  thing,  and  the 
complaint  that  there  was  too  much  done,  brought  the 
power  and  jurifdiftion,  that  impofed  the  doing  of  it, 
to  be  called  in  queftion,  contradidled,  and  oppofed. 

Then 
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Then  the  manner,  and  gefturc,  and  pofture,  in  the  ce- 
lebration of  it,  brought  in  new  difputes,'  and  admini-^ 
ftered  new  fubjeds  of  offence,  according  to  the  cuf- 
tom  of  the  place,  and  humour  of  the  people  j  and 
thofe  difputes  brought  in  new  words  and  terms  (Altar, 
Adoration,  and  Genuflexion,  and  other  exprefiions)  for 
the  more  perfpicuous  carrying  on  thofe  difputations. 
New  books  were  written  for  and  s^gainft  this  new 
pradlice,  with  the  fame  earneftnefs  and  contention  for 
vidlory,  as  if  the  life  of  Chrifldj^nity  had  been  at  ftake^ 
Belides,  there  was  not  an  equal  concurrence,  in  the 
profecution  of  this  n^atter,  ^mo^igft  the  Bilhops  them- 
felves ;  fome  of  them  proceeding  more  r^mifsly  in  it, 
and  fome  not  only  negledting  to  diredt  an,y  thing  tQ 
be  done  towards  it,  but  reftraining  thofe  who  ha4  a 
mind  to  it,  from  meddling  in  it.  And  this  again  pro-, 
duced  as  inconvenient  difputes,  when  the  fubordinate 
Clergy  would  take  upon  them,  not  only  without  the 
direAion  of  their  diocefans,  but  exprefsly  agaiijft 
their  •  injunctions,  to  make  thofe  altera^tions  and  re* 
formations  themfelves,  and  by  their  own  authority. 

The  Archbilhop,  guided  purely  by  his  ?;Qal,  and  i:e- 
verence  for  the  place  of  God's  fervice,  and  by  the  Ca^. 
nons  and  Injundlions  of  the  Church,  with  the  cuftom, 
obferved  in  the  King's  Chapel,  and  in  moft  cathedral, 
churches,  without  conlidering  the  long  intermiffioi^ 
and  difcontinuance  in  many  other  plages,  profecuted 
this  affair  more  paffionately  than  was  fit  for  the  feafon  5 
and  had  prejudice  againfl  thofe,  who,  out  of  fear  or 
forelight,  or  not  underflanding  the  thing,  had  not  the 
fame  warmth  to  promote  it.  The  Bifhops  who  had  beea 
preferred  by  his  favour,  or  hoped  to  he  fo,  were  af 
leaft  as  folicitous  to  bring  it  to/^pafs  in  their  feverat 
diocefes ;  and  fome  of  them  with  more  paffion  and 
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lefs  circumfpeftion,  than  they  had  his  example  for,  or 
than  he  approved  ;  profecuting  thofe  who  oppofed 
them  very  fiercely,  and  fometimes  unwarrantably, 
which  was  kept  in  remembrance.  Whilft  other  Bi- 
jEhops,  not  fo  many  in  number,  or  fo  valuable  in  weight, 
who  had  not  been  beholding  to  him,  nor  had  hope  of 
being  fo,  were  enough  contented  to  give  perfunAory 
orders  for  the  doing  it,  and  to  fee  the  execution  of 
thofe  orders  not  minded ;  and  not  the  lefs  pleafed  to 
iind,  that  the  prejudice  of  that  whole  tranfadlion  re- 
lieved folely  upon  the  Archbilhop. 

The  Bifliop  of  Lincoln  (Williams)  who  had  hereto- 
fore been  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  of  England^ 
and  generally  unacceptable  whilft  he  held  that  office, 
was,  lince  his  difgrace  at  Court,  and  profecution  from 
thence,  become  very  popular ;  and  having  fevcral 
faults  objefted  to  him,  the  punifliment  whereof  threat- 
ened him  every  day,  he  was  very  willing  to  change 
the  fcene,  and  to  be  brought  upon  the  ftage  for  oppof- 
ing  thefe  innovations  (as  he  called  them)  in  religion. 
It  was  an  unlucky  word,  and  cozened  very  many 
honeft  men  into  apprehenfions  very  prejudicial  to  the 
King  and  to  the  Church.  He  publilhed  a  difcourfe 
and  treatife  againft  the  matter  and  manner  of  the  pro- 
fecution of  that  bulinefs  ;  a  book  fo  full  of  good  learn- 
ing, and  that  learning  fo  clofe  and  folidly  applied, 
(though  it  abounded  with  too  many  light  expreflions), 
that  it  gained  him  reputation  enough  to  be  able  to  do 
hurt ;  and  Ihewed  that,  in  his  retirement,  he  had  fpent 
his  time  with  his  books  very  profitably.  He  ufed  all  the 
wit  and  all  the  malice  he  could,  to  awaken  the  people 
to  a  jealoufy  of  thefe  agitations  and  innovations  in  the 
^xercife  of  religion ;  not  without  infinuations  that  it 
aimed  at  greater  alterations,  for  which  he  knew  the 
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people  would  quickly  find  a  name ;  and  he  was  ambU 
tious  to  have  it  believed  that  the  Archbilhop  was  his 
greateft  enemy^  for  his  having  conftantly  oppofed  his 
rifing  to  any  government  in  the  Church,  as  a  man 
whofe  hot  and  hafty  fpirit  he  had  long  known. 

Though  there  were  other  books  written  with  good 
learning,  and  which  fufficiently  anfwered  the  Biihop*s 
book,  and  to  men  of  equal  and  difpallionate  inclina* 
tions  fully  vindicated  the  proceedings  which  had  been,^ 
and  were  ftill,  very  fervently  carried  on ;  yet  it  was 
done  by  men  whofe  names  were  not  much  reverenced, 
and  who  were  taken  notice  of,  with  great  infolence  and 
afperity  to  undertake  the  defence  of  all  things  which 
the  people  generally  were  difpleafed  with,  and  who 
did  not  afFetft  to  be  much  cared  for  by  thofe  of  their 
own  order.  So  that  from  this  unhappy  fubjeft,  not 
in  itfelf  of  that  important  value  to  be  either  entered 
upon  with  that  refolution,  or  to  be  carried  on  with 
that  paffion,  proceeded  upon  the  matter  a  fchifm 
amongft  the  Biihops  themfelves,  and  a  great  deal  of 
uncharitablenefs  in  the  learned  and  moderate  Clergy, 
towards  one  another :  which,  though  it  could  not  in- 
creafe  the  malice,  added  very  much  to  the  ability  and 
power  of  the  enemies  of  the  Church  to  do  it  hurt,  and 
alfo  to  the  number  of  them.  For  without  doubt, 
many  who  loved  the  eftablifhed  goveruTnent  of  the 
Church,  and  the  exercife  of  religion  as  it  was  ufed,  and 
defired  not  a  change  in  either,  nor  did  diflike  the  or- 
der and  decency,  which  they  faw  mended,  yet  they 
liked  not  any  novelties,  and  fo  were  liable  to  ei\tertain 
jealoufics  that  more  was  intended  than  was  hitherto 
propofed ;  efpecially  when  thofe  infufions  proceeded 
from  men  unfufpe<SJ:ed  to  have  any  inclinations  to 
change,  and  known  ^ffertors  of  the  government  both  in 
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Church  and  State.  They  did  obferve  the  inferior 
Clergy  took  more  upon  them  than  they  were  wont, 
and  did  not  live  towards  their  neighbours  of  quality, 
or  their  patrons  themfelves,  with  that  civility  and  con- 
defcenfion  they  had  ufed  to  do ;  which  difpofed  them 
likewife  to  a  withdrawing  their  good  countenance  and 
good  neighbourhood  from  them. 

The  Archbifliop  had  not  been  long  in  that  poft, 
when  there  was  another  great  alteration  in  the  Court 
by  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Portland,  High  Treafurer 
of  England ;  a  man  fo  jealous  of  the  Archbilhop^s 
credit  with  the  King,  that  he  always  endeavoured  to 
leflen  it  by  all  the  arts  and  ways  he  could ;  which  he 
was  fo  far  from  effecting,  that,  as  it  ufually  falls  out, 
when  paffion  and  malice  make  accufation,  by  fuggeft- 
ing  many  particulars  which  the  King  knew  to  be  im- 
true,  or  believed  to  be  no  faults,  he  rather  confirmed 
his  Majeily's  judgment  of  him,  and  prejudiced  his  own 
Upon  the   reputation.     His  death  caufed  no  grief  in  the  Arch- 
F^rtiand's  ^^^^P  i  who  was  upou  it  made  one  of  the  Commif-- 
death,  the  fioners  of  the  Treafury  and  Revenue,  which  he  had 
made  one  reafon  to  bc  forry  for,  becaufe  it  engaged  him  in.  civil 
commif-    bufinefs  and  matters  of  State,  wherein  he  had  little  ex- 
fhc^Tr^u.  perience,  and  which  he  had  hitherto  avoided.     But 
'y-  being  obliged  to  it  now  by  his  truft,  he  entered  upon 

it  with  his  natural  earneilnefs  and  warmth,  making  it 
his  principal  care  to  advance  and  improve  the  King*s 
revenue  by  all  the  ways  which  were  offered,  and  fo 
hearkened  to  all  informations  and  proportions  of  that 
kind  ;  and  having  not  had  experience  of  that  tribe  of 
people  who  deal  in  that  traffic,  (a  confident,  fenfelefs^ 
and  for  the  mofl  part  a  naughty  people),  he  was  fomc- 
times  mifled  by  them  to  think  better  of  fome  projet^ls 
than  they  deferved  :  but  then  he  was  fo  entirely  de- 
voted 
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voted  to  what  would  be  beneficial  to  the  King,  that 
all  propofitions  and  defigns,  which  were  for  the  profit 
(only  or  principally)  of  particular  perfons  how  great 
foever,  were  oppofed  and  crofled,  and  very  often  total- 
ly fuppreffed  and  ftifled  in  their  birth,  by  his  power 
and  authority  ;  which  created  him  enemies  enough  in 
the  Court,  and  many  of  ability  to  do  mifchief,  who 
knew  well  how  to  recompenfe  difcourtefies,  which 
they  always  caUed  injuries. 

The  revenue  of  too  many  of  the  Court  confifted 
principally  in  inclofures,  and  improvements  of  that 
nature,  which  he  fl:ill  oppofed  paflionately,  except  they 
were  founded  upon  law  ;  4nd  then,  if  it  would  bring 
profit  to  the  King,  how  old  and  obfolete  foever  the 
law  was,  he  thought  he  might  juftly  advife  the  pro- 
fecution.  And  fo  he  did  a  little  too  much  counte^ 
nance  the  commiffion  concerning  depopulation,  which 
brought  much  charge  and  trouble  upon  the  people, 
and  was  likewife  caft  upon  his  account. 

He  had  obferved,  and  knew  it  muft  be  fo,  that  the 
principal  officers  of  the  revenue,  who  governed  the 
afiairs  of  money,  had  always  accefs  to  the  King,  and 
fpent  more  time  with  him  in  private  than  any  of  his 
fervants  or  counfellors,  and  had  thereby  frequent  op- 
portunities to  do  good  or  ill  offices  to  many  men  ;  of 
which  he  had  had  experience,  when  the  Earl  of  Port- 
land was  Treafurer,  and  the  Lord  Cottington  Chancel- 
lor of  the  Exchequer;  neither  of  them  being  his 
friends  ;  and  the  latter  ftill  enjoying  hisplacfe,  and  hav- 
ing his  former  accefs,  and  fo  continuing  a  joint  Com- 
miffioner  of  the  Treafury  with  him,  and  underftanding 
that  province  much  better,  flill  oppofed,  and  com- 
monly carried  every  thing  againft  him :  fo  that  he 
wa3  weary  of  the  toil  and  vexation  of  th^^t  bufin^fs; 
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as  all  other  men  were,  and  ftill  are  of  the  delays  which 
are  in  all  difpatches  in  that  office^  whilft  it  is  executed 
by  commiilion. 
BiOiopjux-  The  Treafurer's  is  the  greateft  office  of  benefit  in 
jlrdTna^  the  kingdom,  and  the  chief  in  precedence  next  the 
furcr.  Archbifhop*8,  and  the  Great  Seal :  fo  that  the  eyes  of 
all  men  were  at  gaze  who  fhould  have  this  great  office  ; 
and  the  greateft  of  the  nobility,  who  were  in  the  chicf- 
cft  employments,  looked  upon  it  as  the  priac  of  one 
of  them  ;  fuch  offices  commonly  making  way  for 
more  removes  and  preferments :  when  on  a  fudden 
the  ftafF  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  Bifhop  of  Lon- 
don, a  man  fo  unknown,  that  his  name  was  fcarce  heard 
of  in  the  kingdom,  who  had  been  within  two  years  be-» 
fore  but  a  private  Chaplain  to  the  King,  and  the  Prc- 
iident  of  a  poor  college  in  Oxford.  This  inflamed 
more  men  than  were  angry  before,  and  no  doubt  did 
not  only  fharpen  the  edge  of  envy  and  malice  againfl 
the  Archbifhop,  (who  was  the  known  architect  of  this 
new  fabric),  but  moft  unjuftly  indifpofed  many  towards 
the  Church  itfelf ;  which  they  looked  upon  as  the 
gulph  ready  to  fwallow  all  the  great  offices,  there  be- 
ing others  in  view,  of  that  robe,  who  were  ambitious 
enough  to  expedt  the  reft. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Archbifhop  himfelf  was  infi- 
nitely pleafed  with  what  was  done,  and  unhappily  be- 
lieved he  had  provided  a  ftronger  fupport  for  the 
Church ;  and  never  abated  Jtny  thing  of  his  feverity 
and  rigour  towards  men  of  all  conditions,  or  in  the 
fharpnefs  of  his  language  and  expreffions,  which  was 
fo  natural  to  him,  that  he  could  not  debate  any  thing 
without  fome  commotion,  when  the  argument  was  not 
of  moment,  nor  bear  contradiftion  in  debate,  even  in 
the  Council,  wher^  all  men  are  eqvally  free^  with  that 

patience 
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patience  and  temper  that  was  neceffary ;  of  which 
they  who  wiftied  him  not  well  took  many  advantages, 
and  would  therefore  contradidk  him,  that  he  might  be 
tranfported  with  fome  indecent  pailion  ;  which,  upon 
a  Ihort  recolIeAion,  he  was  always  forry  for,  and  moft 
readily  and  heartily  would  make  acknowledgment.  No 
man  fo  willingly  made  unkind  ufe  of  all  thofe  occa- 
iion^^  as  the  Lord  Cottington,  who  being  a  mafter  of 
temper,  and  of  the  moft  profound  diffimulation,  knew 
too  well  how  to  lead  him  into  a  miftake,  and  then  drive 
him  into  choler,  and  then  expofe  him  upon  the  matter, 
and  the  manner,  to  the  judgment  of  the  company ;  and 
he  chofe  to  do  this  moft  when  the  King  was  prefent ; 
and  then  he  would  dine  with  him  the  next  day. 

The  King,  who  was  exceffively  afiedled  to  hunting 
and  the  fports  of  the  field,  had  a  great  defire  to  make 
a  great  park  for  red  as  well  as  fellow  deer,  between 
Richmond  and  Hampton-Court,  where  he  had  large 
waftes  of  his  own,  and  great  parcels  of  wood,  which 
nude  it  very  fit  for  the  ufe  he  defigned  it  to :  but  as 
fome  parilhes  had  commons  in  thofe  waftes,  fo  many 
gentlemen  and  farmers  had  good  houfes  and  good 
farms  intermingled  with  thofe  waftes  of  their  own  in- 
heritance, or  for  their  lives,  or  years ;  and  without  tak- 
ing of  them  into  the  park,  it  would  not  be  of  the  large- 
nefs  or  for  the  ufe  propofed.  His  Majefty  defired  to  pur-  , 
chafe  thofe  lands,  and  was  very  willing  to  buy  them 
upon  higher  terms  than  the  people  could  fell  them  at 
to  any  body  elfe,  if  they  had  occafion  to  part  with 
them ;  and  thought  it  no  unreafonable  thing,  upon 
thofe  terms,  to  expeA  this  from  his  fubjeAs  ;  and  fa 
he  employed  his  own  furveyor,  and  other  of  his  officers, 
to  treat  with  the  owners,  many  whereof  were  his  own 
tenants,  whofe  farms  would  at  laft  expire. 

The 


1^6  THE  HISTORY  Book  I. 

The  major  part  of  the  people  were  in  a  fliort  time 
prevailed  with,  but  many  very  obftinately  refufed;  and 
a  gentleman,  who  had  the  beft  eftate,  with  a  conve- 
nient houfe  and  gardens,  would  by  no  means  part  with 
it  i  and  the  King  being  as  earneft  to  compafs  it,  it 
made  a  great  noife,  as  if  the  King  would  take  away 
men's  eftates  at  his  own  pleafure.  The  Bifliop  of  Lon- 
don, who  was  Trcafurer,  and  the  Lord  Cottington, 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  were,  from  the  firft  en- 
tering upon  it,  very  averfe  from  the  defign,  not  only 
for  the  murmur  of  the  people,  but  becaufe  the  pur-. 
ehafe  of  the  land,  and  the  making  a  brick-wall  about 
fo  large  a  parcel  of  ground,  (for  it  is  near  ten  miles 
about),  would  coft  a  greater  fum  of  money  than  they 
could  eafily  provide,  or  than  they  thought  ought  to 
be  facrificed  to  fuch  an  occafion  :  and  the  Lord  Cot-p 
tington  (who  was  more  folicited  by  the  country  pco^ 
pie,  and  heard  moft  of  their  murmurs)  took  the  buli- 
nefs  moft  to  heart,  and  endeavoured  by  all  the  ways 
he  could,  and  by  frequent  importunities,  to  divert  his 
Majefty  from  purfuing  it,  and  put  all  delays  he  could 
well  do  in  the  bargains  which  were  to  be  made  ;  till 
the  King  grew  very  angry  with  him,  and  told  him, 
"  he  was  refolved  to  go  tl^^ough  with  it,  and  had  al- 
<'  ready  caufed  brick  to  be  burned,  and  much  of  the 
^*  wall  to  be  built  upon  his  own  land  :'*  upon  which 
Cottington  thought  fit  to  acquiefce. 

The  building  the  wall  before  people  cojif<fQted  to 
part  with  their  land,  or  their  common,  looked  to  them 
as  if  by  degrees  they  fhould  be  fliut  out  from  both, 
and  increafed  the  murmur  and  noife  of  the  people  who 
were  not  concerned,  as  well  as  of  them  who  were  : 
and  it  was  too  near  London  not  to  be  the  common 
^iftourfe.    The  Archbilhop  (who  defired  exceedingly 
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that  the  King  fhould  be  pofleffed  as  much  of  the  hearts 
of  the  people  as  was  poffible,  at  leaft  that  they  Ihould 
have  no  juft  caufe  to  complain)  meeting  with  it,  re- 
folved  to  fpeak  with  the  King  of  it ;  which  he  did, 
and  received  fuch  an  anfwer  from  him,  that  he  thought 
his  Majefty  rather  not  informed  enough  of  the  incon- 
veniences and  mifchiefs  of  the  thing,  than  politively 
refolved  not  to  defift  from  it.  Whereupon  one  day 
he  took  the  Lord  Cottington  afide,  (being  informed 
that  he  difliked  it,  and,  according  to  his  natural  cuf-* 
tom,  fpake  with  great  warmth  againft  it),  and  told 
him,  "  he  Ihould  do  very  well  to  give  the  King  good 
**  counfel,  and  to  withdraw  him  from  a  refolution,  in 
*^  which  his  honour  and  juftice  was  fo  much  called  in 
"  queftion/'  Cottington  anfwered  him  very  gravely, 
"  that  the  thing  defigned  was  very  lawful,  and  he 
^^  thought  the  King  refolved  very  well,  fince  the  place 
**  lay  fo  conveniently  for  his  winter  exercife,  and  that 
^^  he  ihould  by  it  not  be  compelled  to  make  fo  long 
"  journeys  as  he  ufcd  to  do,  in  that  feafon  of  the  year, 
"  for  his  fport,  and  that  nobody  ought  to  difluade 
"  him  from  it." 

The  Archbilhop,  inftead  of  finding  a  concurrence 
from  him,  as  he  expedled,  feeing  himfelf  reproached 
upon  the  matter  for  his  opinion,  grew  into  much  paf- 
fion,  telling  him,  "  fuch  men  as  he  would  ruin  the 
"  King,  and  make  him  lofe  the  afFe<5lions  of  his  fub- 
**  je As  ;  that  for  his  own  part,  as  he  had  begun,  fo  he 
"  would  go  on  to  difluade  the  King  from  proceeding 
"  in  fo  ill  a  counfel,  and  that  he  hoped  it  would  appear 
"  who  had  been  his  counfellor."  Cottington,  glad  to 
fee  him  fo  foon  hot,  and  refolved  to  inflame  him  more, 
very  calmly  replied  to  him,  "  that  he  thought  a  mail 
"  could  not,  with  a  good  confcience,  hinder  the  King 
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•  » 

"  from  purfuing  his  rcfolutions,  and  that  it  could  not 
"  but  proceed  from  want  of  afFeftion  to  his  perfon, 
"  and  he  was  not  fure  that  it  might  not  be  high  trca- 
"  fon."  The  other,  upon  the  wildnefs  of  his  difcourfe, 
in  great  anger  alked  him,  "  Why  ?  from  whence  he 
**  had  received  that  doftrine  ?'*  He  faid,  with  the  fame 
temper,  "  They,  who  did  not  wifh  the  King's  health, 
"  could  not  love  him  ;  and  they,  who  went  about  to 
^*  hinder  his  taking  recreation,  which  prcferved  his 
**  health,  might  be  thought,  for  ought  he  knew,  guilty 
^*  of  tlie  higheft  crimes.'*  Upon  which  the  Archbi- 
Ihop  in  great  rage,  and  with  many  reproaches,  left  him, 
and  either  prefently,  or  upon  the  next  opportunity, 
told  the  King,  "  that  he  now  knew  who  was  his  great 
*^  counfellor  for  making  his  park,  and  that  he  did  not 
*'  wonder  that  men  durft  not  reprefent  any  arguments 
'^  to  the  contrary,  or  let  his  Majefty  know  how  much 
^*  he  fuflfered  in  it,  when  fuch  principles  in  divinity 
"  and  law  were  laid  down  to  terrify  them ;"  and  fo 
recounted  to  him  the  conference  he  had  with  the  Lord 
Cottington,  bitterly  inveighing  againft  him  and  his 
dodlrine,  mentioning  him  with  all  the  ?harp  reproaches 
imaginable,  and  befeeching  his  Majefty  '^  that  his 
«'  counfel  might  not  prevail  with  him,"  taking  fome 
pains  to  make  his  conclulions  appear  very  falfe  and 
ridiculous. 

The  King  faid  no  more,  but,  "  My  lord,  you  are 
"  deceived ;  Cottington  is  too  hard  for  you :  upon 
•*  my  word,  he  hath  not  only  diflliaded  me  more,  and 
**  given  more  reafons  againft  this  bufinefs,  than  all  the 
"  men  in  England  have  done,  but  hath  really  ob- 
"  ftru<5led  the  work  by  not  doing  his  duty,  as  I  com- 
"  manded  him,  for  whicjh  I  have  been  very  much  dif- 
"pleafedwith  him:  you  fee  how  unjuftly  your  paf- 

•'  fion 
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^^  fion  hath  tranfported  you/'  By  which  reprehenlion 
he  found  how  much  he  had  been  abufed,  and  refented 
it  accordingly* 

Whatfoever  was  the  caufe  of  it,  this  excellent  man, 
who  flood  not  upon  the  advantage  ground  before, 
from  the  time  of  his  promotion  to  the  Archbifhopric, 
or  rather  from  that  of  his  being  Commiffioner  of  the 
Treafury,  exceedingly  provoked,  or  underwent  the  en- 
vy, and  reproach,  and  malice  of  men  of  all  qualities  and 
conditions  *  who  agreed  in  nothing  elfe  :  all  which, 
though  well  enough  known  to  him,  were  not  enough 
confidered  by  him,  who  believed,  as  moft  men  did, 
the  government  to  be  fo  firmly  fettled,  that  it  could 
neither  be  Ihaken  from  within  nor  without,  and  that 
lefs  than  a  general  confufion  of  Law  and  Gofpel  could    ' 
not  hurt  hinv^  which  was  true  too  :  but  he  did  not 
forefee  how  eafily  that  confufion  might  be  brought  to 
pafs,  as  it  proved  fhortly  to  be.     And  with  this  gene- 
ral obfervation  of  the  outward  vifible  profperity,  and 
the  inward  referved  difpofition  of  the  people  to  mur- 
ipur  and  unquietnefs,  we  conclude  this  firft  book. 
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BOOK   II. 


PsAL.  lii.  a,  4. 
Wf  tongue  de*tnfeth  mifcbicfsy  like  ajbatf  razor,  working  deceit^ 

Tbou  lov^  all  devouring  words,  0  thou  decntful  tongue. 

PsAL.  ly.  ai. 

.  The  words  of  bis  mouth  werefmootber  than  butter,  but  war  was 
in  his  heart:  bis  words  were  fofter  than  oil, yet  wefe  tbn 
drawn /words, 

XT  was  towards  the  6nd  of  the  year  1633,  when  theAftirain 
King  returned  from  Scotland^  having  left  it  to  the  after *hc 
care  of  fcme  of  the  Bilhops  there  to  provide  fuch  aj^ufjj 
Liturgy,  and  fuch  a  book  of  Canons,  as. might  beft  fuit{]^j^"^'j!^}_ 
the  nature  and  humouf  of  the  better  foft  of  that  peo-^Tto^hc 
pi5.^jj^q  which  the  reft  would  fs^tyjoflibiiiit :  and  that,*  utorgy 
as^^j^they  made  th^^x^^^  {te^^.iJBpigj^..ty^fmitS^^ 
^fhfi»#hfl^«  Archbifhcgi.yf.C^terk^^     wiipfc  af- 
^i^ftce  the  ;gdiig;4o^n6^  tl^  l^l^^-^f^^l^pdon,  and 
/poiftjor  Wflfn^^^  time^,W5^^i)9?RiH^  Bifhop 

oof  Norwich i-A^P^^^^i^^P^^x ^^  ^^P^9r^^'^  very 
VOL-  I-  M*  learned, 
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learned,  and  particularly  verfed  in  the  old  Liturgies  of 
the  Greek  and  Latin  Churches.  And  after  his  Ma- 
jefty  fliould  be  this  way  certified  of  what  was  fo  fent, 
he  would  recommend  and  enjoin  the  praftice  and  ufe 
of  both  to  that  his  native  kingdom.  The  Bilhops 
there  had  fomewhat  to  do,  before  they  went  about  the 
preparing  the  Canons  and  the  Liturgy  ;  what  had 
paffed  at  the  King^s  being  there  in  Parliament  had  left 
bitter  inclinations  and  unruly  fpirits  in  many  of  the 
moft  popular  Nobility ;  who  watched  only  for  an  op- 
portunity to  inflame  the  people,  and  were  well  enough 
contented  to  fee  combuftible  matter  every  day  ga- 
thered together  to  contribute  to  that  fire. 

The  promoting  fo  many  Bifhops  to  be  of  the  Privy- 
Council,  and  to  fit  in  the  cpurts  of  juflice,  feemed  at 
firft  wonderfully  to  facilitate  all  that  was  in  defign, 
and  to  create  an  afFeAion  and  reverence  towards  the 
Church,  at  leaft  an  application  to  and  dependence 
upon  the  greateft  Churchmen.  So  that  there  feemed 
to  be  not  only  a  good  preparation  made  with  the  peo- 
ple, but  a  general  expeAation,  and  even  a  defire  that 
they  might  have  a  Liturgy,  and  more  decency  obferved 
in  the  Church.  And  this  temper  was  believed  to  be 
the  more  univerfal,  becaufe  neither  from  any  of  the 
Nobility,  nor  of  the  Clergy,  who  were  thought  moft 
averfe  from  it,  there  appeared  any  fign  of  contradic- 
tion, nor  that  licence  of  language  againft  it,  as  was  na- 
tural to  that  nation  ;  but  an  entire  acquiefcence  in  all 
the  Bifhops  thought  fit  to  do  ;  which  was  interpreted 
to  proceed  from  a  ccftiverfion  in  their  judgment,  at 
leaft  to  a  fubmiffion  to  authority  :  whereas  in  truth,  it 
appeared  afterwards  to  be  from  the  obfervation  they 
'  made  of  the  temper  and  indifcretion  of  thofe  Bifhops 
in  the  greateft  authority,  that  they  were  like  to  have 

more 
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more  advantages  adminiftered  to  them  by  their  ill 
managery,  than  they  could  raife  by  any  contrivance 
of  their  own. 

It  was  now  two  years,  or  very  near  fo  much,  before  Touching 
the  Biihops  in  Scotland  had  prepared  any  thing  to  of- canons/* 
fer  to  the  King  towards  their  intended  reformation ; 
and  then  they  inverted  the  proper  method,  and  firft 
prefenteda  body  of  Canons  to  precede  the  Liturgy, 
which  was  not  yet  ready,  they  choofing  to  fihifli  the 
fhorter  work  firft.  The  King  referred  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  Canons,  as  he  had  before  refolved  to  do, 
to  the  Archbilhop,  and  the  other  two  Bifhops  formerly 
named,  the  Biihop  of  London,  and  the  Biftiop  of  Nor- 
wich ;  who,  after  their  perufal  of  them,  and  fome  al- 
terations made  with  the  confent  of  thofe  Biihops  who 
brought  them  from  Scotland,  returned  them  to  the 
King ;  and  his  Majefty,  impatient  to  fee  the  good 
work  entered  upon  without  any  other  ceremony,  (af- 
ter having  given  his  royal  approbation),  iffued  out 
his  proclamation  for  the  due  obfervation  of  them  with- 
in his  kingdom  of  Scotland. 

It  was  a  fatal  inadvertency  that  thefe  Canons,  nei- 
ther before,  nor  after  they  were  fent  to  the  King,  had 
been  ever  feen  by  the  Affembly,  or  any  convocation  of 
the  Clergy,  which  was  fo  ftriftly  obliged  to  the  obfer- 
vation of  them ;  nor  fo  much  as  communicated  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Council  of  that  kingdom  ;  it  being  almoft 
impoffible  that  any  new  difcipline  could  be  introduced 
into  the  Church,  which  would  not  much  concern  the 
government  of  the  State,  and  even  trench  upon  or 
refer  to  the  municipal  laws  of  the  kingdom.  And,  in 
this  confideration,  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury  had 
always  declared  to  the  Biihops  of  Scotland^  *^  that  it 
*^  was  their  part  to  be  fure,  that  nothing  they  Ihould 

M  z  "  pro- 
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"  propofe  to  the  King  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  Churchy 
"  fliould  be  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  laftd,  which  he 
"  could  not  be  thought  to  underftand  ;  and  that  they 
**  fliould  never  put  any  thing  in  execution,  without  the 
*^  confent  and  approbation  of  the  Privy-Council/* 
But  it  was  the  unhappy  craft  of  thofe  Bifliops  to  get 
it  believed  by  the  King,  that  the  work  would  be  grate-- 
fill  to  the  moft  confiderable  of  the  Nobility,  the  Clergy, 
and  the  People,  (which  they  could  hardly  believe),  in 
order  to  the  obtaining  his  Majefty*s  approbation  and 
authority  for  the  execution  of  that,  which  they  did 
really  believe  would  not  find  oppofition  from  the  No- 
bility, Clergy,  or  People,  againfl:  his  Majefty^s  exprefs 
power  and  will,  which  without  doubt  was  then  in  great 
veneration  in  that  kingdom ;  and  fo  they  did  not  in  truth 
dare  to  fubmit  thofe  Canons  to  any  otheif  examination, 
than  wha,t  the  King  fliould  dirc6l  in  England. 

It  was,  in  the  next  place,  as  flrange,  that  Canons 
fliould  be  publiflied  before  the  Liturgy  was  prepared, 
(which  was  not  ready  in  a  year  after,  or  thereabouts), 
when  three  or  four  of  the  Canons  were  principally  for 
the  obfervation  of,  and  pun6lual  compliance  wkb, 
the  Liturgy ;  which  all  the  Clergy  were  to  be  fworn 
to  fubmit  to,  and  to  pay  all  obedience  to  what  was 
enjoined  by  it,  before  they  knew  what  it  contained. 
Whereas,  if  the  Liturgy  had  been  firfl;  publiflied  with 
^U  due  circumftances,  it  is  poflible  that  it  might  have 
found  a  better  reception,  and  the  Canoiis  have  been 
lefs  examined. 

The  Scottifli  nation,  how  capable  foever  it  was  of 
being  led  by  fome  great  men,  and  mifled  by  the 
Clergy,  would  have  been  corrupted  by  neither  into  a 
barefaced  i:ebellion  againft  their  King,  whofe  per- 
fon  they  loved,  and  reverenced  his  government ;  nor 

could 
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could  they  have  been  wrought  upon  towards  the  lef- 
fening  the  one,  or  the  other,  by  any  other  fuggeftions 
or  infufions,  than  fuch  as  fliould  make  them  jealous 
or  apprehenfive  of  a  defign  to  introduce  popery;  a 
great  part  of  their  religion  confifting  in  an  entire 
deteftation  of  popery,  in  believing  the  Pope  to  be 
Antichrifi,  and  hating  perfedtly  the  perfons  of  all 
pfapifts. 

The  Canons  now  publiihed,  befides  (as  hath  been 
touched  before)  that  they  had  paflcd  no  approbatioii 
of  the  Clergy,  or  been  communicated  to  the  Council, 
appeared  to  be  fo  many  new  laws  impofed  upon  the 
whole  kingdom  by  the  King's  fole  authority,  and 
contrived  by  a  few  private  men,  of  whom  they  had 
no  good  opinion,  and  who  were  ftrangers  to" the  na- 
tion ;  fo  that  it  was  thought  no  other  than  a  fubjec- 
tion  to  England,  by  receiving  laws  from  thence,  of 
which  they  were  moft  jealous,  and  which  they  moft 
paiiionately  abhorred.  Then  they  were  fo  far  from 
being  confined  to  the  Church,  and  the  matters  of  re- 
ligion, that  they  believed  there  was  no  part  of  their 
civil  government  uninvaded  by  them,  and  no  per- 
fbns  of  what  qtiality  foever  unconcerned,  and,  as  they, 
thought,  unhurt  in  them.  And  there*  were  fome 
things  in  fome  particular  Canons,  how  rational  foever 
in  themfelves,  and  how  diftant  foever  in  the  words 
and  expreflions  from  inclining  to  popery,  which  yet 
gave  too  much  advantage  to  thofe  who  malicioufly 
watched  the  occafion  to  perfiiade  weak  men,  that  it 
was  an  approach  and  introduftion  to  that  feligion^^ 
the  very  imagination  whereof  intoxicated  all  men^ 
and  deprived  them  of  all  faculties  to  examine  ahd 
judge. 

Some  of  the  faid  Canons  defined  and  determined 
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fuch  an  unlimited  "  power  and  prerogative  to  be  in 
^^  the  King,  according  to  the  pattern"  (in  exprefs 
terms)  "  of  the  Kings  of  Ifrael,  and  fuch  a  full  fu- 
*^  premacy  in  all  cafes  ecclefiaftical,  as  hath  never 
^^  been  pretended  to  by  their  former  Kings,  or  fub- 
*^  mitted  to  by  the  Clergy  and  Laity  of  that  nation ;" 
which  made  impreffion  upon  men  of  all  tempers,  hu- 
mours, and  inclinations.  ^*  And  that  no  eccleliaftical 
^*  perfon  fliould  become  furety,  or  bound  for  any 
"  man ;  that  national  or  general  affemblies  Ihould  be 
"  called  only  by  the  King's  authority ;  that  all  Bi- 
^*  fliops,  and  other  eccleliaftical  perfons,  who  die 
*^  without  children,  fhould  be  obliged  to  give  a  good 
"  part  of  their  eftates  to  the  Church,  and,  though 
*^  they  Ihould  have  children,  yet  to  leave  fomewhat  to 
*^  the  Church,  and  for  advancement  of  learning;"  which 
feemed  rather  to  be  matter  of  State,  and  policy,  than 
of  religion  ;  thwarted  their  laws  and  cuftoms,  which 
had  been  obferved  by  them ;  leffened,  if  not  took 
away  the  credit  of  Churchmen ;  and  prohibited  them 
from  that  liberty  of  commerce  in  civil  affairs,  which 
the  laws  permitted  to  them ;  and  refledled  upon  the 
interefts  of  thofe  who  had,  or  might  have,  a  right  to 
inherit  from  Clergymen.  *^  That  none  Ihould  re- 
"  ceive  the  Sacrament  but  upon  their  knees ;  that 
^*  the  Clergy  fliould  have  no  private  meetings  for  ex- 
*'  pounding  Scripture,  or  for  confulting  upon  matters 
^  '*  ecclefiaftical ;  that  no  man  fliould  cover  his  head 
*'  in  the  time  of  divine  fervict ;  and  that  no  Clergy- 
"  man  fliould  conceive  prayers  ex  tempore,  but  be 
^^  bound  to  pray  only  by  the  form  prefcribed  in  the 
**  Liturgy,"  (which,  by  the  way,  was  not  feen  nor 
framed),  "  and  that  no  man  fliould  teach  a  public 
*^  fchool,  or  in  a  private  houfe,  without  a  licence  firft 
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^^  obtained  from  the  Archbiihop  of  the  province,  or 
"  the  Bilhop  of  the  diocefe/' 

All  thefe  were  new,  and  things  with  which  they 
had  not  been  acqiiainted ;  and  though  they  might  be 
fit  to  be  commended  to  a  regular  and  orderly  people, 
pioufly  difpofed,  yet  it  was  too  ftrong  meat  for  infants 
in  difcipline,  and  too  much  nourifhment  to  be  admi- 
niftered  at  once  to  weak  and  qucafy  ftomachs,  and 
too  much  inclined  to  naufeate  what  was  moll  whole- 
feme.     But  then,  to  apply  the  old  terms  of  the 
Church,  to  mention  *'  the  qtiatuor  temporaj  and  re- 
^^  ftrain  all  ordinations  to  thofe  four  feafons  of  the 
^*  year ;    to  enjoin  a  font  to  be  prepared  in  every 
''  church  for  baptifm,  and  a  decent  table  for  the 
^^  conmiunion ;  and  to  diredt  and  appoint  the  places 
'^  where  both  font  and  table  fhould  ftand,  and  decent 
*^  ornaments  for  either ;  to  reftrain  any  excommuni- 
**  cation  from  being  pronounced,  or  abfolution  from 
*^  being  given,  without  the  approbation  of  the  Bifhop; 
"  to  mention  any  practice  of  confefSon,"  (which  they 
looked  upon  as  the  ftrongeft  and  moit  infeparable 
limb  of  Antichrift),  and  to  enjoin,  "  that  no  Prefbyter 
"  fhould  reveal  any  thing  he  fhould  receive  in  con- 
"  feffion,  except  in  fuch  cafes,  where,  by  the  law  of 
"  the  land,  his  own  life  fhould  be  forfeited ;"   were 
all  fuch  matters  of  innovation,  and  in  their  nature  fo 
fufpicious,  that  they  thought  they  had  reafon  to  be 
jealous  of  the  worfl  that  could  follow ;  and  the  lad 
Canon  of  all  provided,  *^  that  no  pcrfon  fhould  be  re- 
^*  ceived  into  holy  orders,  or  fufFercd  to  preach  or 
*'  adminifler  the  Sacraments,  without  firfl  fubfcribing 
'^  to  thofe  Canons/* 

It  was  now  eafy  for  them  who  had  thofe  inclina- 
tions, to  fuggefl  to  men  of  all  conditions,  that  here 
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was  an  entire  new  model  of  government  in  Church  and 
State ;  the  King  might  do  what  he  would  upon  them 
all^and  the  Church  was  nothing  but  what  the  Biihops 
would  have  it  be  :  which  they  every  day  infufed  into 
the  minds  of  the  people,  with  all  the  artifices  which 
adminifter  jealoufies  of  all  kinds  to  thofe  who  are  lia- 
ble  to  be  difquieted  with  them  :  yet  they  would  not 
fufFer  (which  fliewed  wonderful  power  and  wonderful 
dexterity)  any  diforder  to  break  out  upon  all  this  oc- 
cafion,  but  all  was^  quiet,  except  fpreading  of  libels 
againft  the  Bifhops,  and  propagating  that  fpirit  as 
much  as 'they  could,  by  their  correfpondejice  in  Eng-? 
land ;  where  they  found  too  matny  every  day  tranff^ 
ported  by  the  fame   infufions,   in  expeftation   that 
thefe  feeds  of  jealoufy  from  the  Canons  would  grow 
apace,  and  produce  fuch  a  reception  for  the  I^iturgy 
as  they  wiihed  for. 
Tottching       It  was  about  the  month  of  July,  in  the  year  1637, 
£t^Jy"**that  the  Liturgy  (after  it  had  been  fent  out  of  Scot- 
land,  and  perufed  by  the  three  BiOiops  in  England, 
and  then  approved  and  confirmed  by  the  King)  was 
publifhcd,  and  appointed  to    be    read    in    ^11   tho 
Churches.     And  in  this  particular  there  was  the  fame 
afFedled  and  premeditated  omiflion,  as  had  been  in 
the  preparation  and  publication  of  the  C^.nons  j  the 
Clergy  not  at  all  confulted  in  it,  and,  which  was  mor^ 
ftrange,  not  aU  the  Bifhops  acquainted  with  it;  which 
was  Icfs  cenfured  afterwards,  when  fon\e  of  them  re-f 
nounced  their  fun<ftion,  and  became  ordinary  Prefby-r 
ters.  as  foon  as  they  faw  the  current  of  the  time.   The 
Privy-Council  had  no  other  notice  of  it,  than  all  th? 
kingdom  had,  the  Sunday  before,  when  it  was  de- 
clared, "  that  the  next  Sunday  the  Liturgy  Ihould  be 
'^  read  /'  by  which  they  were  the  lefs  concerned  to 

fore- 
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forefee  or  prevent  any  obftrudiions   which   might 
happen. 

The  proclamation  had  appointed  it  to  be  read  the 
Eafter  before ;  but  the  Earl  of  Traquaire,  high  Trea- 
furcr  of  Scotland,  (who  was  the  only  comifellor  or 
layman  relied  upon  by  the  Archbilhop  of  Canter- 
bury in  that  bufinefs),  perfuaded  the  King  to  defer  it 
till  July,  that  fome  good  preparation  might  be  made' 
for  the  more  cheerful  reception  of  it.  And  as  this 
paufe  gave  the  difcontented  party  more  heart,  and 
more  time  for  their  feditious  negociations,  fo  the  ill 
confequerices  of  it,  or  the  adlions  which  were  fubfe* 
quent  to  it,  made  him  fufpeiled  to  be  privy  to  all 
the  confpiracy,  and  to  be  an  enemy  to  the  Church ; 
though,  in  truth,  there  neither  appeared  then,  nor  in 
^r  the  very  unfortunate  part  of  his  life  afterwards, 
any  juft  ground  for  that  accufation  and  fufptcion : 
but  as  he  was  exceedingly  obliged  to  the  Archbiihop, 
fo  he  was  a  man  of  great  parts,  and  well  afiedted  to' 
the  worli;  in  hand  in  his  own  judgment ;  and  if  he 
had  been  as  much  depended  upon,  to  have  advifed  the 
Bifhops  in  the  profecution  and  for  the  conduct  of  it, 
as  he  was  to  ^ft  them  in  the  carrying  on  whatfoever 
they  propofed,  it  is  very  probable,  that  either  fo 
much  would  not  have  been  undertaken  together,  or 
that  it  would  have  fucceeded  better ;  for  he  was  with- 
out doubt  not  inferior  to  any  of  that  nation  in  wif- 
dom  and  dexterity.  And  though  he  was  often  pro- 
voked, by  the  ipfolence  of  fome  of  the  Bifhops,  to  a 
diflike  of  their  overmuch  fervour,  and  too  little  dif- 
cretion,  his  inte^ity  to  the  King  was  without  ble- 
mifh,  and  his  affeftion  to  the  Church  fo  notorious, 
tliat  he  never  deferted  it,  till  both  it  and  he  were 

over- 
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over-ran,  and  trod  under  foot;  and  they  who  were  the 
moft  notorious  perfecutors  of  it  never  left  perfccut- 
ing  him  to  the  death. 

Nor  was  any  thing  done  which  he  had  propofed, 
for  the  better  adjufting  things  in  the  time  of  that  fuf- 
penfion,  but  every  thing  left  in  the  fame  ftate  of  un- 
concernednefs  as  it  was  before ;  not  fo  much  as  the 
Council's  being  better  inforiiied  of  it  -,  as  if  they  had 
been  fure  that  all  men  would  have  fuhmitted  to  it  for 
confciencc  fake. 
The  man.      On  the  Sunday  morning  appointed  for  the  work, 
that  Litur.  the  Chancellor  of  Scotland  and  others  of  the  Council 
S^aT  being  prefent  in  the  cathedral  church,  the  Dean  be- 
Edinburgh,  g^j^  to  read  the  Liturgy,  which  he  had  no  fooner 
entered  upon,  but  a  noife  and  clamour  was  raifed 
throughout  the  church,  that  no  words  could  be  heard 
diftinftly,  and  then  a  Ihower  of  ftones,  and  fticks, 
and  cudgels  were  thrown  at  the  Dean's  head.    The 
Bilhop  went  up  into  the  pulpit,  and  from  thence  put 
them  in  mind  of  the  facrednefs  of  the  place,  of  their 
duty  to  God  and  the  King :  but  he  found  no  more 
reverence,  nor  was  the  clamour  and  diforder  lefs  than 
before.    The  Chancellor,  from  his  feat,  conunanded 
the  Provoft  and  magiftrates  of  the  city  to  defcend 
from  the  gallery  in  which  they  fate,  and  by  their  au- 
thority to  fupprefs  the  riot ;  which  at  laft  with  great 
difficulty  they  did,  by  driving  the  rudeft  of  thofe 
who  made  the  difturbance  out  of  the  church,  and 
Ihutting  the  doors,  which  gave  the  Dean  an  opportu- 
nity to  proceed  in  the  reading  of  the  Liturgy,  that 
was  not  at  all  attended  or  hearkened  to  by  thofe  who 
remained  within  the  church ;  and  if  it  had,  they  who 
were  turned  out  continued  their   barbarous  noife, 
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broke  the  windows,  and  endeavoured  to  break  down 
the  doors ;  fo  that  it  was  not  poffible  for  any  to  fol- 
low their  devotions. 

When  all  was  done  that  at  that  time  could  be  done 
there,  and  the  Council  and  magiftrates  went  out  of 
the  church  to  their  houfes,  the  rabble  followed  the 
Bifhops  with  all  the  opprobrious  language  they  could 
invent,  of  bringing  in  fuperftition  and  popery  into 
the  kingdom,  and  making  the  people  flaves  ;  and 
were  not  content  to  ufe  their  tongues,  but  employed 
their  hands  too  in  throwing  dirt  and  ftones  at  them; 
and  treated  the  Bifhop  of  Edinburgh,  whom  they 
looked  upon  as  moft  a6live  that  way,  fo  rudely,  that 
with  difficulty  he  got  into  a  houfe,  after  they  had 
torn  his  habit,  and  was  from  thence  removed  to  his 
own,  with  great  hazard  of  his  life.  As  this  was  the 
reception  it  had  in  the  cathedral,  fo  it  fared  not 
better  in  the  other  churches  of  the  city,  but  was  en- 
tertained with  the  fame  hollowing  and  outcries,  and 
threatening  the  men,  whofe  office  it  was  to  read  it, 
with  the  tame  bitter  execrations  againA  Bifhops  and 
popery. 

Hitherto  no  perfon  of  condition  or  name  appeared, 
bx  feemed  to  countenance  this  feditious  confufion ; 
it  was  the  rabble,  of  which  nobody  was  named,  and, 
which  is  more  flrange,  not  one  apprehended  :  and  it 
&ems  the  Bifhops  thought  it  not  of  moment  enough 
to  defire  or  require  any  help  or  protection  from  the 
Council ;  but  without  conferring  with  them,  or  ap- 
plying themfelves  to  them,  they  difpatched  away  an 
cxprefs  to  the  King,  with  a  full  and  particular  in- 
formation of  all  that  had  pafTed,  and  a  defire  that  he 
would  take  that  courfe  he  thought  befl  for  the  carry- 
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Until  this  advertifement  arrived  from  Scotland; 
there  were  very  few  in  England  who  had  heard  of  any 
diforders  there,  or  of  any  thing  done  there,  which  mightf 
produce  any.  The  King  himfelf  had  been  always  fo 
jealous  of  the  privileges  of  that  his  native  kingdom,' 
(as  hath  been  touched  before),  and  that  it  might  not  be 
dilhonoured  by  a  fufpicion  of  having  any  dependence 
upon  England,  that  he  never  fufFered  any  thing  relat- 
ing to  that  to  be  debated,  or  fo  much  as  ccMnmuni- 
cated  to  his  Privy-Council  in  this,  (though  ftiany  of 
that  nation  were,  without  diftindlion,  counfellor^  of 
England),  but  handled  all  thofe  affairs  himfelf  with  two 
or  three  Scotfmen,  who  always  attended  in  the  Court 
for  the  bufinefs  of  that  kingdom,  which  was  upon  the 
matter  ftill  difpatched  by  the  fole  advice  and  diredlioi/ 
df  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton.  ^ 

"^And  the  truth  is,  there  was  fo  little  curiofity  either 
in  the  Court,  or  the  country,  to  know  any  thing  of 
Scotland,  or  what  was  done  theTc,  that  when  the  Whols 
nation  was  folicitous  to  know  what  paffed  weekly  ixi 
Germany  and  Poland,  and  all  other  parts  of  Europe; 
no  man  ever  enquired  what  was  doing  in  Scotland/^ 
nor  had  that  kingdom  a  place  or  mention  in  one  page 
of  any  gazette  ;  and  even  after  the  advertifement  of 
this  preamble  to  rebellion,  no  mention  was  made  of 
it  at  the  Council-Board,  but  fuch  a  difpatch  made  into 
Scotland  upon  it,  as  expreffed  the  King's  diflike  and^ 
difpleafure,  and  obliged  theLords  of  the  Council  there 
to  appear  more  vigoroufly  in  the  vindication  of  his  au- 
thority, and  fuppreffion  of  thofe  tumults.    But  att  was^ 
too  little.    That  people,  after  they  had  once  begun, 
purfued  the  bufinefs  vigoroufly,  and  with  all  imagin- 
able contempt  of  the  government  i  and  though  in  the' 
hubbub  of  the  firft  day  there  appeared  nobody  of 

name 
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ftaftic  or  reckoning,  but  the  aftors  Were  really  of  the 
dregs  of  the  people ;.  yet  they  difcoyered  by  the  coun^ 
tenance  of  that  day,  that  few  men  of  rank  were  for- 
ward to  engage  themfelves  in  the  quarrel  on  the  be-^ 
lialf  of  the  Biihops ;  whereupon  more  confiderable 
perfons  every  day  appeared  againft  them,  and  (as  here^ 
tofore  in  the  cafe  of  St.  Paul,  ASs  xiii.  50.  the  Jews 
Jiirred  up  the  devout  arid  hfinaurable  women)  the  women 
knd  ladies  of  the  beft  quality  declared  themfelves  of 
the  party,  and,  with  all  the  reproaches  imaginable,  made 
War  upon  the  Bifhops,  as  introducers  of  popery  and 
fuperftition,  againft  which  they  avowed  themfelves  to 
be  irrecoiicileable  enemies  :  and  their  huibands  did  not 
long  defer  the  owning  the  fariie  fpirit ;  infomuch  as 
within  few  days  the  Bifliops  durft  not  Appear  in  the 
ftreets,  nor  in  any  courts  or  houfes,  but  were  in  daxi^ 
ger  of  their  lives ;  and  fuch  of  the  Lords  as  durft  be 
in  their  company,  or  feemed  ta  defire  to  refcue  thenj 
from  violence^  had  their  coaches  torn  in  pieces^  and 
their  perfons  affaulted,  infomuch  ais  they  were  glad  to 
fend  for  fome  of  thofe  great  men,  who  did  indeed  go- 
vern the  rabble,,  though,  they  appeared  not  in  it^  who 
readily  came  and  redeemed  them,  out  of  their  hands : 
fo  that  by  the  time  new  orders  came  from  England, 
there  was  fcarce  a  Bifhop  left  in  Edinburgh,  and  not 
a  Minifter  who  durft  read  the  Liturgy  in  any  church. 
All  the  kingdom  flocked  to  Edinburgh,  as  in  a  ge7 
neral  caufe  that  concerned  their  lalvation,  and  refolved 
themfelves  into  a  method  of  government,  erefted  fe- 
veral  tables,  in  which  deputies  fate  for  the  Nobility^ 
the  Grentlemen,  the  Clergy,  and  the  Burgeffes  ;  out  of 
either  of  which  tables  a  council  was  elected  to  conduft 
their  affairs,  and  a  petition  drawn  up  in  the  names  of 
the  Nobility,  Lairds,  Clerg}v  and  Burgeffes,  to  the 
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King,  complaining  of  the  introduAion  of  popery,  an 
many  other  grievances.  And  if  the  Lords  of  the  Coun 
cil  iflued  out  any  order  againft  them,  or  if  the  King 
himfelf  fent  a  proclamation  for  their  repair  to  their 
houfes,  and  for  the  prefervation  of  the  peace,  prefent- 
ly  fome  nobleman  deputed  by  the  tables  publifhed  a 
proteftation  againft  thofe  orders  and  proclamations, 
with  the  fame  confidence,  and  with  as  much  formality, 
as  if  the  government  were  regularly  in  their  hands. 
The  Scot-  They  called  a  general  aflembly,  whither  they  fum- 
moned  the  Bifhops  to  appear  before  tliem,  and  for  not 
appearing,  excommunicated  them;  and  then  they 
united  themfelves  by  fubfcribing  a  covenant,  which 
they  pretended,  with  their  ufual  confidence,  to  be  no 
other  than  had  been  fubfcribed  in  the  reign  of  King 
James,  and  that  his  Majefty  himfelf  had  fubfcribed  it  -, 
by  which  impofition  people  of  all  degrees,  fuppofing 
it  might  be  a  means  to  extinguilh  the  prefent  fire,  with 
all  alacrity  engaged  themfelves  in  it ;  whereas  in  truth, 
they  had  inferted  a  claufe  never  heard  of,  and  quite 
contrary  to  the  end  of  that  covenant,  whereby  they 
obliged  themfelves  to  purfue  the  extirpation  of  Bi- 
fhops, and  had  the  confidence  to  demand  the  fame  in 
exprefs  terms  of  the  King,  in  anfwer  to  a  very  graci- 
ous mefTage'tJie  King  had  fent  to  them.  They  pub- 
lifhed bitter  inveftives  againft  the  Bifhops  and  the 
whole  government  of  the  Church,  which  they  were  not 
contented  to  fend  only  into  England  to  kindle  the 
fame  fire  there,  but,  with  their  letters,  fent  them  to  all 
the  reformed  Churches,  by  which  they  raifed  fo  great 
a  prejudice  to  the  King,  that  too  many  of  them  believed, 
that  the  King  had  a  real  defign  to  change  religion, 
and  introduce  popery. 
It  is  very  true,  there  were  very  many  of  the  nobili- 
ty. 
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ty,  and  perfons  of  principal  quality  of  that  nation,  and 
in  Edinburgh  at  that  time,  Who  did  not  appear  yet, 
and  concur  in  this  feditious  behaviour,  or  own  their 
being  yet  of  their  party ;  but  on  the  contrary  feemed 
very  much  to  diflike  their  proceedings :  but  it  is  as 
true,  that  very  few  had  the  conrage  to  do  any  thing  in 
oppofition  to  them,  or  to  concur  in  the  profecution  of 
any  regal  aft  againft  them  ;  which  did  in  fome  refpetfls 
more  advance  their  defigns,  than  if  they  had  manifeft- 
ly  joined  with  them.     For  thcfc  men,  many  of  whom 
were  of  the  Council,  by  all  their  letters  into  England, 
exceedingly  undervalued  the  diforder,  as  being  "  very 
**  eafy  to  be  fuppreffed  in  a  Ihort  time,  when  the  peo- 
**  pie's  eyes  fhould  be  opened  ;  and  that  the  removing 
**  the  courts  to  fome  other  place,  and  a  gracious  con- 
**  defcenfion  in  the  King  in  offering  pardon  for  what 
<^  was  paft,  would  fuddenly  fubdue  them,  and  every 
**  body  would  return  to  his  duty  :"  and  the  city  of 
Edinburgh  itfelf  writ  an  humble  letter  to  the  Arch- 
biihop  of  Canterbury,  excufing  the  diforders  which 
had  been  raifed  by  the  ignorance  and  rudenefs  of  the 
meaneft  of  the  people,  and  befeeching  him  ^^  to  inter- 
"  cede  with  his  Majefty  for  the  fufpenlion  of  his  pre- 
"  judice  to  them,  till  they  Ihould  manifeft  their  duty 
"  to  him,  by  inflidting  exemplary  puniihment  upon 
**  the  chief  offenders,  and  cauiing  the  Liturgy  to  be 
^*  received  and  fubmitted  to  in  all  their  churches  ;'* 
which  they  profelTed  they  would  in  a  (hort  time  bring 
to  pafs.     So  that  by  this  means,  and  the  interpoiition 
of  all  thofe  of  that  nation  who  attended  upon  his  Ma- 
jefty in  his  bedchamber,  and  in  feveral  offices  at 
Court,  who  all  undertook  to  know  by  their  intelli- 
gences that  all  was  quiet,  or  would  fpeedily  be  fo ;  his 
Majefty  (who  well  knew  that  they  who  appeared  moft 
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MiStiTC  in  .thw,  confederacy  Were  much  inferior  to  thofe 
,Wbo,(Ji4  notappeati  and  who  profeiTed  great  zeal  fot 
hid 'fervice)  hardly  prevailed  with  hitiifelf  to  believe 
i  that  he  could  receive  any  difturbapce  from  thence^ 
;till  he  fotiitd  all  his  condefeeniigns  had  raifed  their  in- 
liiblence^  aU  lus  ofi^ets  (gjedled^  and  his  proclamatioii  of 
■; pardon  flighted  and  contemned;  and  that  they  were  lift- 
ing nieii  towards  the  railing  an  army,  imder  the  obli-* 
-gation  of  their  covenant,  and  had  already  choien  Co-^ 
rloxiiel  Lefly,  a  foldier  of  that  nation  df  long  experience 
and  eminent  command  under  the  King  of  Sweden  iii 
.Germany,  to  be  their  General  {  who  being  lately  dif- 
obliged  (as  they  called  it)  by  the  Kingy  that  is^  denied 
fomewhat  he  had  a  mind  to  have,  had  accepted  of  tht^ 
comnislnd.    Then  at  laft  the  King  thought  it  time  to 
refort  to  other  counfels^  and  to  provide  force  to  chaf-* 
tife  them,  who  had  fo  much  defpifed  all.  his  gentler 
remedies^ 

-  He  could  tiaw  ho  longer  defer  the  acquainting  the 
Councii-Board>  and  the  whole,  kingdotn  of  England, 
with  the  indignities  he  had  fuftained  in  ScotJand; 
which  he  did  by  proclamations  and  declarations  at 
large,  fetting  out  the  whale  proceedings  which  had 
\htct\ ;  and  in  the  end  of  the  year  2638  declared  his 
xefolution  to  r^e  an  arttty  to  fuppfeifs  their  rebellion^ 
for  which  he  gate  prefent  order. 
.  And  this  was  the  firft  alarm  England  received  to- 
wards any  trouble,  after  it  had  ecfjoyed  for  fo  many 
years  the  moil  uninterrupted  profperity,  iit  a  fall  aaid 
plentiful  peace,  that  any  nation  could  be  bkffed  with : 
and  as  thefe  was  no  apprebenilonriof  trouble  .from 
within,  fo  it  was  fccured  from  wifeboiit  by  a;  ftronger 
'  fleet  at  fea  than  the  nation  had  ever  been  acquainted 
with,  which  drew  reverence  frotaaH  the  peighbp«r 

princes. 
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princes.  The  revenue  had  been  fo  well  improved, 
and  fo  warily  managed,  that  there  was  money  in  the 
Exchequer  proportionable  for  the  undertaking  any 
noble  enterprize :  nor  did  this  firft  noife  of  war  and 
approach  towards  adlion  feem  to  make  any  impreffion 
upon  the  minds  of  men,  the  Scots  being  in  no  degree 
either  loved  or  feared  by  the  people ;  and  moft  men 
hoped,  that  this  would  free  the  Court  from  being 
henceforth  troubled  with  thofe  men;  and  fo  they 
feemed  to  embrace  the  occaiion  with  notable  alacrity : 
and  there  is  no  doubt,  but  if  all  of  that  nation  who 
were  united  in  the  rebellion  (fome  of  which  liayed  yet 
in  the  Court)  had  marched  in  their  army,  and  public- 
ly owned  the  Covenant,  which  in  their  hearts  they 
adored,  neither  the  King,  nor  die  kingdom,  could 
have  fuftained  any  great  damage  by  them ;  but  the 
monument  of  their  prefumption  and  their  Ihame  would 
have  been  raifed  together,  and  no  other  memory  pre- 
fervcd  of  their  rebellion  but  in  their  memorable  over- 
throw. 

God  Ahxiighty  would  not  fufFer  this  difcerning  fpi- 
ritofwifdom  to  govern  at  this  time  :  the  King  thought 
it  unjuft  to  condemn  a  nation  for  the  tranfgreflion  of 
a  part  of  it,  and  ftill  hoped  to  redeem  it  from  the  in- 
famy of  a  general  defe<9:ion,  by  the  exemplary  fidelity 
of  a  fuperior  party,  and  therefore  withdrew  not  his 
confidence  from  any  of  thofe  who  attended  his  perfon, 
who,  in  truth,  lay  leiger  for  the  Covenant,  and  kept  up 
the  fpirits  of  iheit  countrymen  by  their  intelligence. 

The  King  haftened  the  raifing  an  army,  which  was  The  King 
not  long  in  doing.     He  chofe  to  make  the  Earl  of  my^aga^nft' 
Arundel  his  General,  a  man  who  was  thought  to  be^^^^^°^* 
made  choice  of  for  his  negative  qualities :  he  did  not 
love  the  Scots ;  he  did  not  love  the  Puritans ;  which 
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qualifications  were  allayed  by  another  negative^  he  did 
hot  much  love  any  body  elfe :  but  he  was  fit  td  keep 
the  ftate  of  it ;  and  his  rank  was  fuch,  that  "no  mart 
would  decline  the  ferving  under  him. 

The  Earl  of  Eflex  was  made  Lieutenant-Greneral  of 
the  arihy^  the  moffc  popular  ttian  of  the  kingdom,  and  the 
darling  of  the  fword-meii ;  who,  between  a  hatred  and 
a  contempt  of  the  Sdots,  had  nothing  like  an  afFe<ftion 
for  any  mah  of  that  nation  ;  and  therefore  was  fo  well 
pleafed  with  his  promotioh,  that  he  begun  to  love  the 
King  the  better  for  conferring  it  upon  him,  and  en- 
tered upon  the  province  with  gfeat  fidelity  and  alacri-i 
ty,  and  was  capable  from  that  hour  df  any  imprefiSioix 
the  King  would  have  fixed  upon  him. 

The  Earl  of  Holland  was  General  of  the  horfe ; 
who,  befides  the  obligations  he  had  to  the  Queen,  (who 
Votichfafed  to  own  a  particular  truft  in  him),  was  not 
then  liable  to  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  want  of  afiedlion 
and  zeal  for  the  King's  fervice. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  fpring,  which  was  in  the 
year  1639,  ^^  army  was  drawn  together  of  near  fix 
thoufand  horfe,  and  ibout  that  number  in  foot,  all  ve* 
ry  well  difciplined  men,  under  as  good  and  experi- 
enced officers,  as  were  to  be  found  at  that  time  in 
Chriftendom.  With  this  army  abundantly  fupplied 
with  a  train  of  artillery,  and  all  other  provifions  nccef-* 
fary,  the  King  advanced  in  the  beginning  of  the  fum- 
mer  towards  the  borders  of  Scotland. 
And  a  fleet.  This  was  not  all  the  ftrength  that  was  provided  for 
the  fuppfefiSrig  that  rebellion,  but  the  King  had  like- 
wife  provided  a  good  fleet,  and  had  caufed  a  body  of 
three  thoufand  foot  to  be  embarked  on  thofe  ihips ; 
all  which  were  put  under  the  command  of  the  Mar- 
quis of  Hamilton^  who  was  to  infefi:  the  country  by^ 
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fea  to  hinder  their  trade,  and  to  make  a  defcent  upon 
the  land,  and  join  with  fuch  forces  as  the  loyal  party 
of  that  nation  fliould  draw  together  to  affift  the  King's, 
which  his  own  intereft  (as  was  believed)  would  give 
great  life  to,  his  family  being  numerous  in  the  Nobili- 
ty, and  united  in  an  entire  dependence  upon  him. 

Upon  the  firft  march  of  the  army  northwards,  theThcEarfoc 
Earl  of  Eflcx  was  fent  with  a  party  of  horfe  and  foot,  fefles  Bei. 
to  ufe  all  poffible  expedition  to  poflefs  himfelf  of^*  ' 
Berwick,  which  the  King  had  been  advertifed  the 
Scots  would  fpeedily  be  matters  of.  The  Earl  loft  no 
timej  but  tnarched  day  and  night  with  great  order  and 
diligence;  and  every  day  met  feveral  Scotfitien  of 
quality  well  known  to  him,  and  fent  exprefsly  to  the 
King,  who  all  feverally  made  him  very  particular  rela- 
tions of  the  ftrength  of  the  Scots  army,  the  excellent 
difcipline  that  was  obferved  in  it,  and  the  goodnefs  of 
the  men,  and  that  they  were  by  that  time  poflefled  of 
Berwick  ;  and  when  he  was  within  one  day's  march  of 
it,  a  perfon  of  principal  condition,  of  very  near  rela- 
tion to  the  King's  fervice,  (who  pretended  to  be  fent 
upqn  matter  of  high  importance  to  his  Majefty  from 
thofe  who  moft  intended  his  fervice  there),  met  him, 
and  advifed  him  very  earneftly  "  not  to  advance  far- 
**  ther  with  his  party,"  which,  he  faid,  *^  was  fo  mneh 
'f  inferior  in  number  to  thofe  of  the  enemy,  that  it 
**  would  infallibly  be  cut  off:  that  himfelf  overtook 
*^  the  day  before  a  ftrong  party  of  the  army,  confift*- 
"  ing  of  three  thoufand  horfe  and  foot,  with  a  train  of 
*5  artillery,  all  which  he  left  at  fuch  a  place,"  (which 
he  named)  ^^  within  three  hours  march  of  Berwick, 
*^  where  they  refolved  to  be  the  night  before,  fo  that 
*^  his  proceeding  farther  muft  be  fruitlefs,  and  expofe 
*f  him   to  inevitable   rvin."      Thefe    advertifements 
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wrought  no  othcrwife  upon  the  Earl,  than  to  haften 
his  marches,  infomuch  that  he  came  to  Berwick  foon- 
er  than  he  propofed  to  have  done,  entered  the  place 
without  the  leaft  oppofition,  and  by  all  the  enquiry  he 
could  make  by  fending  out  parties,  and  other  adver-. 
tifements,  he  could  not  difcover  that  any  of  the  ene- 
mies forces  had  been  drawn  that  way,  nor  indeed  that 
they  had  any  confiderable  forces  together  nearer  than 
Edinburgh. 

The  Earl  being  thus  poflefled  of  his  poft^  loft  no 
time  in  advertifing  the  King  of  it,  and  fent  him  a 
very  particular  account  of  the  informations  he  had  re- 
ceived from  fo  many  ear  and  eye  witneffes,  who  were 
all  at  that  time  in  the  Court,  and  very  fit  to  be  fuf- 
pefted  after  the  publifhing  of  fo  many  falfehoods  -, 
and  thefe  very  men  had  been  conftant  in  the  fame  re-. 
ports,  and  as  confident  in  reporting  the  defeat  of  the 
Earl  of  Effex,  and  cutting  off  his  party,  as  they  had 
been  to  himfelf  of  the  Scots  march,  and  their  being 
mafters  of  Berwick,  The  joy  was  not  concealed  with 
which  his  Majefty  received  the  news  of  the  Earl's, 
being  in  Berwick,  the  contrary  whereof  thofc  men 
made  him  apprehend  with  much  perplexity ;  but  they 
underwent  no  other  reproach  for  their  intelligence, 
than  that  their  fears  had  multiplied  their  fight,  and 
that  they  had  been  frighted  with  other  men's  rela- 
tions ;  which  remiflhefs,  to  call  it  no  worfe,  was  an 
ill  omen  of  the  difcipline  that  was  like  to  be  ob- 
ferved. 

If  the  war  had  been  now  vigoroufly  purfued,  it  had 
been  as  foon  ended  as  begun ;  for  at  this  time  they 
had  not  drawn  three  thouland  men  together  in  the 
whole  kingdom  of  Scotland,  nor  had  in  truth  arms 
complete  for  fuch  a  number^  though  they  had  the 
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pofleiEon  of  all  the  King's  forts  and  magazines  there, 
lior  had  they  ammunition  to  fupply  their  few  fire- 
arms ;  horfes  they  had,  and  officers  they  had,  which 
made  all  their  fhew.  But  it  was  the  fatal  misfortune 
of  the  King,  which  proceeded  from  the  excellency  of 
his  nature,  and  his  tcndernefs  of  blood,  that  he  de- 
ferred fo  long  his  refolution  of  uiing  his  arms ;  and 
after  he  had  taken  that  refolution,  that  it  was  not  pro- 
fccuted  with  more  vigour. 

He  more  intended  the  pomp  of  his  preparations 
than  the  ftrength  of  them,  and  did  ftill  believe,  that 
the  one  would  lave  the  labour  of  the  other.  At  the 
fame  time  that  he  refolved  to  raife  an  army,  he  caufed 
enquiry  to  be  made,  what  obligations  lay  upon  his 
fubjeifts  to  affift  him,  both  as  he  went  himfelf  in  per- 
fon,  and  as  it  was  an  expedition  againft^  the  Scots ; 
which,  in  the  ancient  enmity  between  the  two  nations, 
had  been  provided  for  by  fome  laws  j  and  in  the  te- 
nure which  many  men  held  their  eftates  by,  he  found 
that  the  Kings  had  ufually,  when  they  went  to  make 
war  in  their  own  perfons,  called  as  many  of  the  Nobi- 
lity to  attend  upon  them,  as  they  thought  fit. 

Thereupon  he  fummoned  moft  of  the  Nobility  of  The  King 
the  kingdom,  without  any  confideration  of  their  af- thc^Engitih 
feftions  how  they  ftood  difpofed  to  that  fervice,  to]^^';;^^*^*^ 
attend  upon  him  by  a  day  appointed,  and  throughout  ^^"*' 
that  expedition ;    prefuming,  that  the  glory  of  fuch 
a  vifible   appearance   of  the  whole  Nobility  would 
look  like  fuch  an  union  in  the  quarrel,  as  would  at 
once  terrify  and  reduce  the  Scots;  not  confidering, 
that  fuch  kinds  of  uniting  do  often  produce  the 
greateft  conftifions,  when  more  and  greater  men  are 
called  together  than  can  be  united  in  afFeAions  and 
interefts  j  and  in  the  neceflary  differences  which  arife 
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from  thence,  they  quickly  come  to  know  each  other 
fo  well,  as  they  rather  break  into  feveral  divifions, 
than  join  in  any  one  public  intereft ;  and  from  hence 
have  Slways  rifen  the  moil  dangerous  fadions,  which 
have  threatened  and  ruined  the  peace  of  nations : 
and  it  fell  out  no  better  here.  If  there  had  been 
none  in  the  march  but  foldiers,  it  is  moft  probable 
that  a  noble  peace  would  have  quickly  enfued,  even 
without  fighting:  but  the  progrefs  was  more  illufr 
trious  than  the  inarch,  and  the  foldiers  were  the  leaft 
part  of  the  army,  and  leaft  confulted  with. 

In  this  pomp  the  King  continued  his  journey  to 
York,  where  he  had  a  full  court,  thofe  Noblemen  of 
the  northern  parts,  and  many  others  who  overtook 
not  the  King  till  then^  joining  all  in  that  city ;  where 
his  Majefty  found  it  neceflary  to  ftay  fome  days; 
and  there  the  fruit,  that  was  to  be  gathered  from  fuch 
a  conflux,  quickly  budded  out.  Some  rules  were  to 
be  fet  down  for  the  government  of  the  army ;  the 
Court  was  too  numerous  to  be  wholly  left  to  its  own 
licence  ;  and  the  multitude  of  the  Scots  in  it  admi- 
niftered  matter  of  offence  and  jealoufy  to  people  of 
all  conditions,  who  had  too  much  caufe  to  fear  that 
the  King  was  every  day.  betrayed  ;  the  common  dif- 
courfe  by  all  the  Scots  being  either  to  magnify  the 
good  intention^  of  their  countrymen,  and  that  they 
had  all  duty  for  the  King,  or  to  undervalue  the 
power  and  intereft  of  thofe  who  difcovered  thcmfelves 
againft  the  Church. 

It  was  therefore  thought  fit  by  the  whole  body  of 
the  Council,  that  a  fhort  proteftation  Ihould  be 
drawi),  in  which  all  men  fhould  "  profefs  their  loy- 
•^  alty  and  obedience  to  his  Majefty,  and  difclaim 
f'  and  renounce  the  having  aqy  iatelligence,  or  hold- 
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^^  ing  any  correfpondence  with  the  Rebels,^  No 
man  imagined  it  poffible  that  any  of  the  Englifh 
would  refiife  to  make  that  proteftation;  and  they 
who  thought  worfk  of  the  Scots  did  not  think  they 
would  make  any  fcruple  of  doing  the  fame^  and  con-^ 
ibquently  that  there  would  be  no  fruit  qt  difcovery 
from  that  tell ;  but  they  were  deceived.  The  SwX^ 
indeed  took  it  to  a  man,  without  grieving  their  cpn- 
fcience,  or  reforming  their  manners.  But  amongft  the 
Englilh  Nobility  the  Lord  Say,  and  the  Lord  Brook, 
(two  popular  men,  and  moft  undevpted  tq  the  Church, 
and,  in  truth,  to  the  whole  Government),  pofitively 
refufed,  in  the  King's  own  prefence,  to  make  any 
fuch  proteftation.  They  faid,  "  If  the  King  fuf- 
*^pedlcd  their  loyalty,  he  might  proceed  againii 
**  them  as  he  thought  fit ;  but  that  it  was  againft  the 
**  law  to  impofe  any  oaths  or  proteftations  upon  them 
**  which  were  not  enjoined  by  the  law ;  and,  in  that 
^*  refpeA,  that  they  might  not  betray  thq  common  li-. 
**  berty,  they  would  not  fubmit  to  it."  This  admi-^ 
m&tr^d  matter  of  new  difpute  in  a  very  unfeafonable 
time  ;  and  though  there  did  not  then  appear  more  of 
the  feme  mind,  and  they  two.  were  committed,  at  leaft 
reftrained  of  their  liberty;  yet  this  difcovered  too 
much  the  humour  and  fpirit .  of  the  Court  in  their 
daily  difcourfes  upon  that  fubjec5l ;  fo  that  the  King 
thought  it  heft  to  difmifs  thof^;  two  Lords,  and  re- 
quire them  to  return  to  their  houfes :  and  if  all  the 
reft  who  were  not  officers  of  the  army,  or  of  abfoluto 
neccffity  about  the  King'a  perfon,  had  been  Kkewife 
difiniffed  and  fent  home,  the  bufinefs  had  been  bettey 
profecuted. 

Indeed,  if  the  King  himfelf  had  ftayed  at  London, 
or^i  which  had  been  the  next  beft,  kept  his  court 
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and  relided  at  York,  and  fent  the  army  on  their  pro- 
per errand,  and  left  the  matter  of  the  war  wholly  to 
them,  in  all  human  reafon,  his  enemies  had  been 
fpeedily  fubdued,  and  that  kingdom  reduced  to  their 
obedience. 

Before  the  King  left  York,  letters  and  addreffcs 
were  fent  from  the  Scots,  "  lamenting  their  ill  for- 
*^  tune,  that  their  enemies  had  fo  great  credit  with 
"  the  King,  as  to  perfuade  him  to  believe,  that  they 
**  were  or  could  be  difobedient  to  him,  a  thing  that 
^^  could  never  enter  into  their  loyal  hearts  ;  that  they 
*^  defircd  nothing  but  to  be  admitted  into  the  pre- 
*^  fence  of  their  gracious  Sovereign,  to  lay  their  griev- 
"  ances  at  his  royal  feet,  and  leave  the  determination 
^  of  them  entirely  to  his  own  wifdom  and  pleafure/* 
And  though  the  humility  of  the  ftyle  gained  them 
many  friends,  who  thought  it  great  pity  that  any. 
blood  fhould  be  fpilt  in  a  contention  which  his  Majcfty 
might  put  an  end  to  by  his  own  word,  as  foon  as  hcf 
would  hear  their  complaints ;  yet  hitherto  the  King 
preferved  himfelf   from  being  wrought  upon,  and 
The  King  marched  with  convenient  expedition  to  the  very  bor- 
oo"c?«of*^  ders  of  Scotland,  and  encamped  with  his  army  in  an 
wlS^his     ^P^"  ^^^^»  ^^'^^d  ^*^  Berkes,  on  the  further  fide  of 
^^y*       Berwick,  and  lodged  in  his  tent  with  the  army,  though 
every  day*s  march  wrought  very  much  upon  the  confti- 
tution  if  not  the  courage  of  the  Court,  and  too  many 
wifhed  aloud,  "  that  the  bufinefs  were  brought  to  a 
'^  fair  treaty.'* 
Sends  the       Upon  advertifement  that  a  party  of  the  Scots  army 
Holland  u  was  upou  the  march,  the  Earl  of  Holland  was  fent 
dIi^      with  a  body  of  three  thoufand  horfe,  and  two  thou* 
fand  foot,  with  a  fit  train  of  artillery,  to  meet  it,  and 
engage  with  it ;  who  marched  accordingly  into  Scot- 
land 
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land  early  in  a  morning  as  far  as  a  place  Called 
Dunce,  ten  or  twelve  miles  into  that  kingdom.  It 
was  in  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  when  the  nights  are 
very  ihort,  and,  as  foon  as  the  fun  fifes,  the  days  for 
the  moft  part  hotter  than  is  reafonably  expedled  from 
the  climate,  and,  by  the  teftimony  of  all  men,  that 
day  was  the  hotteft  that  had  been  known.  When 
the  Earl  came  with  his  horfe  to  Dunce,  he  found  the 
Scots  drawn  up  on  the  lide  of  a  hill,  where  the  front 
could  only  be  in  view,  and  where,  he  was  informed, 
the  General  Lefly  and  the  whole  army  was ;  and  it 
was  very  true,  they  were  all  there  indeed ;  but  it  was 
as  true,  that  all  did  not  exceed  the  number  of  three 
thoufand  men,  very  ill  armed,  and  moft  country  fel- 
lows, who  were  on  the  fudden  got  together  to  make 
that  fhew :  and  Lefly  had  placed  them  by  the  ad* 
vantage  of  that  hill  fo  fpecioufly,  that  they  had  the 
appearance  of  a  good  body  of  men,  there  being  all 
the  femblance  of  great  bodies  behind  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  hill ;  the  falfehood  of  which  would  have 
been  manifefl:  as^  foon  as  they  ihould  mo\ne  from  the 
place  where  they  were,  and  from  whence  they  were 
therefore  not  to  ftir. 

The  horfe  had  out-marched  the  foot,  which,  by 
reafon  of  the  exceflive  heat,  was  not  able  to  ufe  great 
expedition :  belides,  there  was  fome  error  in  the  or-^ 
ders,  and  fome  accidents  of  the  night  that  had  re- 
tarded them  ;  fo  that  when  the  enemy  appeared  firft 
in  view,  the  foot  and  the  artillery  was  three  or  four 
miles  behind. 

Nothing  can  be  faid  in  the  excufe  of  the  counfel  of  The  Earl's 
that  day,  which  might  have  made  the  King  a  glorious  Dunce. 
King  indeed.  The  Earl  of  Holland  was  a  man  of  cou* 
rage,  and  at  that  time  not  at  all  fufpe&ed  to  be  cor- 
rupted 
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Hipted  in  his  afFe<9:ions ;  and  though  he  himfelf  had 
not  fcen  more  of  war  than  two  or  three  campaigns  in 
Holland  before  his  coming  to  the  Court,  he  had  with 
him  many  as  good  officers  as  the  war  of  that  age,  which 
was  very  aftive,  had  made,  and  men  of  unqueftiona-- 
ble  courage  and  military  knowledge.  As  he  might 
very  fafely  have  made  a  halt  at  Dunce,  till  his  foot 
.  and  artillery  came  up  to  him,  fo  he  might  fecurely 
enough  have  engaged  *his  body  of  horfe  againft  their 
whole  inconfiderable  army,  there  being  neither  tree 
nor  bulh  to  interrupt  his  charge  ;  but  it  was  thought 
otherwife ;  and  no  queftion  it  was  generally  believed, 
by  the  placing  and  drawing  out  their  front  in  fo 
confpicuous  a  place,  by  the  appearance  of  other 
troops  behind  them,  and  by  the  fhewing  great  herda 
of  cattle  at  a  diftance  upon  the  hills  on  either  fide, 
that  their  army  was  very  much  fuperior  in  number. 
And  therefore,  as  foon  as  the  Earl  came  in  view,  he 
difpatched  meflengers  one  after  another  to  the  King, 
with  an  account  of  what  he  heard  and  faw,  or  believed 
he  faw,  and  yet  thought  not  fit  to  ftay  for  an  anfwer ; 
but  with  the  joint  confent  qf  all  his  chief  officers 
(for  it  was  never  after  pretended  that  any  one  officer  of 
name  difiuaded  it^  though  they  were  fiill  aihamed  of 
it)  retired  towards  his  foot,  to  whom  he  had  likewife 
fcnt  orders  not  to  advance ;  and  fo  wearied  and  tired 
by  the  length  of  the  march,  and  more  by  the  he^t  of 
the  weather,  which  was  intolerable^  they  returned  to 
the  camp  where  the  King  was ;  and  the  Scots  drew  a 
little  back  to  a  more  convenient  poft  for  their  refidencc. 
The  Covenanters,  who  very  wcU  underftood  the 
weaknefles  of  the  Court,  as  well  as  their  own  want  of 
ilrength,  were  very  reafonably  exalted  with  this  fuc^ 
cefs,  sifld  fcattered  their  letters  abroad,  amangft  the 

Noblemen 
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NobleQien  at  Court,  according  to  the  humours  of  the 
men  to  whom  they  writ ;  there  being  upon  the  mat- 
ter an  unreftrained  intercourfe  between  the  King's 
camp  and  Edinburgh. 

They  writ  three  feveral  letters  to  the  three  Gene-Thc  cotc 
fals,  the  Earl  of  Arundel,  the  Earl  of  Eflex,  and  thew^rite  u>  tho 
Earl  of  Holland.    That  to  the  Earl  of  Effex  was  in  *Sioffi?<Sr 
diale<ft  more  fubmifs  than  to  the  others;  they  faid 
much  to  him  of  ^<  his  own  fame  and  reputation, 
^^  which  added  to  their  afflidlion  that  he  ihould  be  in 
^^  arms  againfl  them ;    that  they  had  not  the  leaft 
^<  imagination  of  entering  into  a  war  againft  Eng* 
^^  land ;  their  only  thought  and  hope  was  to  defend 
"  their  own  rights  and  liberties,  which  were  due  to 
"  them  by  the  law  of  the  land,  imtil  they  might  have 
*^  accefs  to  his  Majefty,  to  expofe  their  complaints 
**  to  him,  from  which  they  were  hindered  by  the 
"  power  and  greatnefs  of  fome  of  their  own  coimtry- 
"  men  ;•'  being  deiirous  the  Earl  ihould  underfbind 
that  their  principal  grievance  was  the  intereft  of  the 
Marquis  of  Hamilton,  who,  they  knew,  was  not  in  any 
degree  acceptable  to  the  Earl ;  and  therefore  defired 
him  "  to  be  ready  to  do  them  good  offices  to  the 
"  King,  that  they  might  be  admitted  to  his  prefence/* 
The  Earl  of  ElTex,  who  was  a  pundtual  man  in  point 
of  honour,  received  this  addrefs  fupercilioufly  enough, 
fent  it  to  the  King  without  returning  any  anfwer,  or 
holding  any  conference,  or  performing  the  leaft  cere- 
^    mony,  with  or  towards  the  meflcngers. 

The  Earls  of  Arundel  and  Holland  gave  another 
kind  of  reception  to  the  letters  they  received.  To 
the  former,  after  many  profeiEons  of  high  efteem  of 
hi§  perfon,  they  enlarged  upon  **  their  great  affedtion 
^^  tp  the  Engliih  nation,  and  how  they  abhorred  the 

•^  thought; 
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**  thought  of  a  war  between  the  two  nations  ;"  they 
befought  him  ^^  to  prcfent  their  fupplication"  (which 
they  inclofed)  ^*  to  the  King,  and  to  procure  their 
^«  deputies  admiflion  to  his  Majefly."  The  Earl 
ufed  them  with  more  refpeft  than  was  fuitable  to  the 
office  of  a  General,  and  made  many  profeffions  of 
**  his  defire  to  interpofe,  and  mediate  a  good  peace  be* 
**  tween  the  nations:"  and  it  was  confidently  reported 
and  believed,  that  he  had  frequently  made  thofe  pro- 
feffions by  fcveral  meffiiges  he  had  fent  before  into 
Scotland  ;  and  he  had  given  pafies  to  many  obfcure 
perfons,  to  go  into  and  return  out  of  that  kingdom. 

Their  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Holland  was  in  a  more 
confident  ftyle,  as  to  a  man  from  whom  they  expet^ted 
all  good  offices.  They  fent  him  likewife  a  copy  of 
their  fupplication  to  the  King,  and  defired  him  *^  to 
f ^  ufe  his  credit  that  a  treaty  might  be  entered  into, 
'^  and  that  his  Majefty  would  appoint  men  of  religion 
•*  and  of  public  hearts  to  manage  the  treaty.'*  From 
this  time  that  Earl  was  found  at  leaft  enough  incline^ 
to  that  intereft ;  and  the  King's  readinefs  to  hear  dif* 
courfes  of  a  pacification,  and  that  meffi^ngers  would 
be  Ihortly  fent  to  him  with  propofitions  worthy  of  hia 
Acceptation,  abated  thofe  animofities,  and  appetite  to 
ivar»  which  had  made  all  the  noife  in  the  march. 

Indeed  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton's  neighbourly  re^ 
iidence  with  his  fleet  and  foot  foldiers  before  Leith> 
without  any  Ihcw  of  hoftility,  or  any  care  taken  to 
draw  his  friends  and  followers  together  for  the  King€ 
fervice  ;  on  the  other  fide,  the  vifits  his  mother  n^ade 
him  on  board  his  ihip,  who  was  a  lady  of  great  authority 
amongft  the  Covenanters,  s^nd  moft  addiAed  to  them 
and  their  Covenant,  her  daughters  being  likewife  nur- 
ried  to  thofib  noblenien  who  moft  furioufly  perfecuted 

the 
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the  Church,  and  prefided  in  thofc  councils  ;  the 
King's  refuling  to  give  leave  to  fome  officers  of  horfe^. 
who  had  offered  to  make  inroads  into  the  country^ 
and  dejftroy  the  ftock  thereof,  whereby  they  would  be 
prefently  obliged  to  make  fubmiilion,  and  to  alk  par-* 
don ;  and  laftly,  the  reception  of  the  Earl  of  Holland 
after  his  ihameful  retreat,  with  fo  much  fatisfaAion 
and  joy  as  his  Majefty  had  manifeftcd  upon  his  re« 
turn,  (having  after  the  firfl:  meffengers  arrival  from 
Dunce,  when  the  enemy  was  in  view,  fent  him  orders* 
not  to  engage,)  made  it  then  fufpedted,  as  it  was  afters- 
wards  believed  by  thofe  who  ftood  neareft,  that  his 
Majefty  had  in  truth  never  any  purpofe  to  make  the 
war  in  blood,  but  believed  that  by  fiiewing  an  army 
to  them,  which  was  able  to  force  them  to  any  coxuli* 
tions,  they  would  have  begged  pardon  for  the  conteft 
they  had  made,  and  fo  he  fhould  have  fetded  the 
Church,  and  all  things  elfe,  according  to  his  pleafure : 
and  fure  he  might  have  done  fo,  if  he  had  but  fate 
fiill,  and  been  conftant  to  his  own  intereft,  and  poii'- 
tive  in  denying  their  infolent  demands.  But  the  Scots 
in  the  Court  had  made  impreilipn  i^on  fo  many  of 
the  Englifh  Lords,  that  though  at  that  time  there 
were  very  few  of  them  who  had  entered  into  an  un- 
lawful combination  againft  the  King,  yet  there  was 
almoft*a  general  diflike  of  the  war,  both  by  the  Lords 
of  the  Court  and  of  the  Country  ;  and  they  took  this, 
opportunity  to  communicate  their  mumnirs  to  each 
other ;  none  of  the  perfons  who  were  moft  maligned* 
for  their  power  and  intereft  with  the  King  being, 
upon  the  place ;  and  all  men  believing,  that  nothing 
could  be  aiked  of  the  King,  but  what  muft  be  fatisfied 
at  their  charge,  whofe  damage  they  confidered,  though: 
it  was  to  be  procured  at  the  expence  of  the  King's. 

honour. 
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hortour.  When  the  Corenanters  underftood  by  their* 
.intelligence,  that  the  feafon  was  ripe,  they  fent  their 
fupplication  (of  which  they  had  fcattered  fo  many 
copies)  to  the  King,  and  found  themfelves  fo  wel- 
come to  all  perfons,  that  their  modefty  was  not  like 
to  fufFer  any  violence  in  offering  the  conditions, 
they  ad.  The  Scots  had  from  the  beginning  pra^ifed  a 
iltls^^  *  new  fhirdy  ftyle  of  addrefs^  in  which,  under  the  li- 
cence of  accuiing  the  counfel  and  carriage  of  others^ 
whom  yet  they  never  named^  they  bitterly  and  info- 
Icntly  reproached  the  moft  immediate  adlions  and  di- 
rections of  his  Majefty  himfelf ;  and  then  made  the 
greateft  profeffions  of  duty  to  his  Majefly's  perfon 
that  could  be  invented.  The  King  had  not,  at  that 
time,  one  perfon  about  him  of  his  Council,  who  had 
the  leaft  confideration  of  his  own  honour,  or  friend- 
Ihip  for  thofe  who  (at  at  the  helm  of  affairs ;  the 
Duke  of  Lenox  only  excepted;  who  was  a  young  man 
of  fmall  experience  in  affeirs,  though  a  man  of  ^reat 
honour,  and  very  good  parts,  and  under  the  difadvan- 
tage  of  being  looked  upon  as  a  Scotfman;  which  be  was 
not  in  his  affections  at  all,  being  born  in  England,  of 
an  Englifh  mother,  and  having  had  his  education  there  $ 
and  had  indeed  the  manners  and  affeClions  of  an  Eng- 
lifhman,  and  a  duty  and  reverence  for  the  King  and 
the  Church  accordingly ;  and  would  never  truft  him- 
felf in  thofe  intrigues,  as  too  myfterious  for  him. 

The  reft  who  were  about  the  King  in  any  offices 
of  attendance,  were  the  Earl  of  Holland,  whom  we 
have  had  occafion  to  mention  before  in  the  firft  en- 
trance upon  this  difcourfe,  and  whom  we  fhall  have 
often  occafion  hereafter  to  fpeak  of;  and  therefore  fhall 
fay  no  more  of  him  now,  than  that  he  neither  loved 
the  Marquis  of  Hamilton,  whom  he  believed  the  Scots 

intended 
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intended  to  revenge  theilifelves  upon;  nor  Went- 
worth  the  deputy  of  Ireland ;  nor  the  Archbiihop  of 
Canterbury;  nor  almoft  any  thing  that  was  then  done 
in  Church  or  State,     Secretary  Coke^  who  had  all 
the  difpatches  upon  his  hand^  was  near  eighty  years 
of  age ;  a  man  of  gravity^  who  never  had  quicknefs 
from  his  cradle  ;  who  loved  the  Church  well  enough 
as  it  was  twenty  years  before ;  and  underftood  no- 
thing that  had  been  done  in  Scotland,  and  thought 
that  nothing  that  was  or  could  be  done  there  was 
worth  fuch  a  journey  as  the  King  had  put  himfelf  to. 
Sir  Harry  Vane  was  Comptroller  of  the  Houfe,  and  a 
bufy  and  a  builling  man  ;  who  had  credit  enough  to 
do  his  buiinefs  in  all  places,  and  cared  for  no  man 
otherwife  than  as  he  found  it  very  convenient  for 
himfelf.     There  was  no  other  of  his  Council  of  name 
but  the  General,  the  Earl  of  Arundel,  who  was  al- 
ways true  to  the  charafter  under  which  he  has  been 
delivered,  and  thought  he  had  been  General  long 
enough.     All  the  luftre   of  the  Court  was  in  that 
part  of  the  Nobility  which  attended  upon  command, 
and  at  their  own  charge;  and  therefore  the  more  weary 
of  it.     The  Earl  oflPembroke  hath  been  forgotten, 
who  abhorred  the  war  as  obftinately  as  he  loved  hunt-* 
ing  and  hawking,  and  fo  was  like  to  promote  all  Over- 
tures towards  accommodation  with  great  importunity  i 
fo  the  Scots  found  perfons  to  treat  with  according  to 
their  own  wifli.    The  Earl  of  Eifex  ftill  prcfcrving 
his  grandeur  and  punAuality,  pofitivcly  refufed  to 
meddle  in  the  treaty,  or  to  be  communicated  with,  or 
fo  much  as  to  be  prefent>  or  receive  any  vifits  from 
the  Scottifh  Commiilioners  till  after  the  pacification 
was  concluded. 

The  Covenanters  were  firm,  and  adhered  ftill  to 
their  ^Id  natu][al  principle,  even  in  this  their  addrefs ; 

juftified 
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jaftified  all  they  had  done  to  be  "  according  to  their 

"  native  rights,  and  for  the  better  advancement  of  his 

"  Majefty*9  fervice,  which  they  had  always  before  their 

^^  eyes ;"  and  defired  ^*  to  have  thofe  receive  exem- 

"  plary  puniihment,  who  had  done  them  ill  offices, 

*^  and  mifreprefcnted  their  carriage  to  the  King  j  and 

^^  that  fome  noble  Lords  might  be  appointed  to  treat 

A  treaty  of  *^  upon  all  particulars*"    And  upon  no  other  fub- 

emcrc?  u^tniffion  thatt  this  a  treaty  was  prefbntly  entered  upon, 

";cTudcd."d  concluded. 

Whofoever  will  take  upon  him  to  relate  all  that 
pafled  in  that  treaty,  muil  be  beholding  to  his  own 
invention  ;  the  moft  material  matters  having  paiTed 
in  difcourfe,  and  very  little  committed  to  writing. 
Nor  did  any  two  who  were  prefent  agree  in  the  (ame 
relation  of  what  was  faid  and  done  ;  and  which  was 
worfe,  not  in  the  fame  interpretation  of  the  meaning 
of  what  was  comprehended  in  writing.  An  agree* 
tnent  was  made,  if  that  can  be  called  an  agreement, 
in  which  nobody  meant  what  others  believed  he 
^'  did  :  The  armies  were  to  be  diibanded ;  an  adt  of 
'^  oblivion  pafled;  the  King's  forts  and  ca&les  to  be 
*^  reftored  j  and  an  Aflembly  and  Parliament  to  be 
"  called  for  a  full  fettlement ;  no  perfons  referved 
**  for  juftice,  becaufe  no  fsiult  had  been  committed." 
The  King's  army,  by  the  very  words  of  the  agree- 
ment^ was  not  to  be  difbanded  until  all  fhould  be  exe* 
cuted  on  their  part;  and  the  King  himielf,  at  that 
time,  refolved  to  be  prefent  in  the  Aflembly  at  leaft, 
if  not  in  the  Parliament:  but  the  impatience  of  all 
was  fuch  for  peace,  that  the  King's  army  was  prcfently 
diibanded ;  his  Majeidy  making  all  pofHble  hafie 
himfelf  to  London,  and  fending  the  Earl  of  Traquair^ 
to  Edinburgh,  to  prepare  all  things  for  the  Aflembly  ; 
whilfl:  the  Scots  made  all  the  carefles  to  many  of 

the 
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the  Englifh,  and  both  breathed  out  in  mutual  confi- 
dence their  refentments  to  each  other. 

The  Marquis  of  Hamilton  (whether  upon  the 
fame  of  the  treaty,  or  fent  for  by  the  King,  few 
knew)  left  his  fleet  before  Leith  in  a  very  peaceable 
pofture,  and  came  to  the  Berkes  fome  hours  after  the 
treaty  was  figned ;  which  was  very  convenient  to 
him,  for  thereby  he  was  free  from  the  reproach  that 
attended  it,  and  at  liberty  to  find  fault  with  it;  which 
he  did  freely  to  the  King,  and  to  fome  others,  where- 
by he  preferved  himfelf  in  credit  to  do  more  mifchief. 
Many  were  then  of  opinion,  and  ftill  are,  that  the  Mar- 
quis at  that  time  was  very  unacceptable  to  his  country- 
men ;  and  it  is  certain  that  the  chief  managers  at  the 
treaty  did  perfuade  the  Englifli  in  whom  they  moft 
<:onfided,  that  their  principal  aim  was  to  remove  him 
from  the  Court ;  which  was  a  defign  willingly  heard, 
and  univerfally  grateful.  But  whatever  ftate  of  grace 
he  ftood  in  when  he  came  thither,  he  did  himfelf  fo 
good  offices  before  he  parted,  that  he  was  no  more  in 
their  disfavour.  The  King's  army  was  prefently  dif- 
banded,  and  the  Scots  returned  to  Edinburgh  with  all 
they  defired ;  having  gotten  many  more  friends  in  Eng- 
land than  they  had  before  ;  kept  all  their  officers,  and 
as  many  of  their  men  as  they  thought  fit,  in  pay; 
and  profecuted  all  thofe  who  had  not  Ihewed  the 
feme  zeal  in  their  Covenant  as  themfelves  with  great 
rigour,  as  men  whofe  affections  they  doubted ;  and, 
inftead  of  remitting  any  thing  of  their  rage  againft  their 
Biihops,  they  entered  a  public  proteftation,  "  That 
"  they  did  not  intend,  by  any  thing  contained  in  the 
"  treaty,  to  vacate  any  of  the  proceedings  which  had 
*^  been  in  the  late  general  affembly  at  Glafgow/'  (by 
which  all  the  Bifiiops  ilood  excomumunicated),  and 
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renewed  all  their  menaces  againft  them  by  proclama* 
tion;   and  impofed  grievous  penalties  upon  all  who 
fliould  prefume  to   harbour  any  of  them  in  theif 
houfes :  fo  that  by  the  time  the  King  came  to  Lon- 
don, it  appeared  plainly,  that  the  army  was  disbanded 
without  any  peace  made,  and  the  Scots  in  equal  in*** 
clination,  and  in  more  reputation,  to  afiront  his  Ma- 
jefty   than  ever.     Upon    which  a  paper    publiflied 
by  them,  and  avowed  to  contain  tha  matter  of  the 
treaty,  was  burned  by  the  common  hangman ;  every 
body  difavowing  the   contents    of   it,   but  nobody 
taking  upon  him  to  publilh  a  copy  that  they  owned 
tp  be  true. 
The  ill  con-     The  mifchief  that  befel  the  King  from  this  wonder- 
j«^ucnccs  ^^j  atonement  cannot  be  expreffed,  nor  w^s  it  ever 
difcovered  what  prevailed  over  his  Majefty  to  bring 
it  fo  wofuUy  to  pafs  :    all  men   were  aihamed  who 
had  contributed  to   it;    nor  hj^d   he   difmiffed  his 
army  with  fo  obliging  circumftanccs  2^s  w£^  like  to 
incline   them  to   come  willingly  together  again,   if 
there  were  occafion  to  ufe  their  fervice.     The  1^t\ 
of    Effex,    who   had    merited   very   well    through- 
out the  whole  affair,  and  h^^d  never  mc^^^  a.  falfe  ftep 
in  adlion  oi:  counfel,  was  difcharged  in  the  croud, 
without  ordinary  ceremony  ;    and    an  a^ccident  hap- 
pening at  the  fame  time,  or  very  foon  after,  by  the 
4eath  of  the  Lor4  Afton,  whereby  the  cc^iwiand  of 
the  Foreft  of  Nee4wood  fell  in,to  the  King's  difpo- 
fal,  which  lay  at  the  very  d^oor  of  that  Earl's  eftate^ 
and  would  infinitely  have  gra,tified  him,  was  denied 
to   him,  and  beftowed    upon    a^othei::    all    which 
wrought  very  much  upon  his  high  nature,  and  made 
him  fufceptible  of  fome  impreffions  afterwards,  which 
otherwife  would  not  have  found  fuch  eafy  admiilion. 

The 
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The  fadlions  and  animofities  at  Court  were  either 
greater,  or  more  vifible,  than  they  had  been  before. 
The  Earl  of  Newcaftle  (who  was  Governor  to  the 
Prince,  and  one  of  the  moft  valuable  men  in  the 
kingdom,  in  his  fortune,  in  his  dependences,  and  in 
his  qualifications)  had,  at  his  own  charge,  drawn  to- 
gether a  goodly  troop  of  horfe  of  two  hundred ; 
which  for  the  moft  part  confifted  of  the  beft  gentle- 
men of  the  norths  who  were  eithei:  allied  to  the  Earl, 
or  of  immediate  dependence  upon  him,  and  came  to- 
gether purely  upon  his  account;  aad  called  this  troop 
the  Prince  of  Wales's  troops  whereof  the  Earl  him- 
feif  was  Captain.  When  the  Earl  of  Holland  marched 
with  that  party  into  Scotland,  the  Earl  of  Newcaftle 
accompanied  him  with  that  troop,  and,  upon  occafion 
df  fortie  orders,  defircd  that  troop,  fince  it  belonged  to 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  might  have  fome  precedence  ; 
which  the  General  of  the  Horfe  refufed  to  grant  him, 
but  required  him  to  march  in  the  rank  he  had  pre* 
fcribed;  and  the  other  obeyed  it  accordingly,  but 
with  rcfentment,  itnputing  it  to  the  little  kindnefs 
that  was  between  them.  But  as  foon  as  the  army  was 
difbandcd,  he  ferit  a  challenge  to  the  Earl  of  Holland, 
by  a  gentleman  very  punctual,  and  well  acquainted 
with  thofe  errands ;  who  took  a  proper  feafoh  to  men- 
tion it  to  him,  without  a  poffibility  of  fufpicion.  The 
Earl  of  Holland  was  never  fufpedted  to  want  courage, 
yet  iii  this  occafion  he  fhewed  not  that  alacrity,  but 
that  the  delay  expofed  it  to  notice ;  and  fo,  by  the 
King's  authority,  the  matter  was  compofed ;  though 
difcoiirfed  of  with  liberty  enough  to  give  the  whole 
Court  occafion  to  exprefs  their  alFeftions  to  either 
party. 

The  King    himfelf  was    very  melancholic,   and" 
o  2  quickly 
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qukkly  difcerned  that  he  had  loft  reputation  at  home 
and  abroad;  and  thofe  counfellors  who  had  been  moft 
faulty,  either  through  wiint  of  courage  or  wifdom, 
(for  at  that  time  few  of  them  wanted  fidelity),  never 
afterwards  recovered  fpirit  enough  to  do  their  duty, 
but  gave  themfelves  up  to  thofe  who  had  fo  much 
over-witted  them ;  every  man  fhifting  the  fault  from 
himfelf,  and  finding  fome  friend  to  excufe  him  :  and 
it  being  yet  neceflary,  that  fo  infamous  a  matter  Ihould 
riot  be  covered  with  abfolute  oblivion,  it  fell  to  Secre- 
tary Coke's  turn,  (for  whom  nobody  cared),  who  was 
then  near  fourfcore  years  of  age,  to  be  made  the  fa- 
crifice  ;  and,  upon  pretence  that  he  had  omitted  the 
writing  what  he  ought  to  have  done,  and  inferted 
Ibmewhat  he  ought  not  to  have  done,  he  was  put  out 
of  his  office  ;  and  within  a  Ihort  time  after.  Sir  Harry 
Vane  (who  was  Treafurer  of  the  Houfe)  by  the  dark 
contrivance  of  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton,  and  by  the 
open  and  vifible  power  of  the  Queen,  made  Secretary 
of  State  ;  which  was  the  only  thing  that  could  make 
the  rernoval  of  the  other  old  man  cenfured  and  mur- 
mured at :  and  this  was  attended  again  with  a  declared 
and  unfeafonable  diflike  and  difpleafure  in  the  Queen 
againft  the  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  newly  made  Earl  of 
Strafford ;  who  out  of  fome  kindnefs  to  the  old  man, 
who  had  been  much  trufted  by  him  and  of  ufe  to 
him,  and  out  of  contempt  and  deteftation  of  Vane, 
but  principally  out  of  a  defire  to  have  that  mifcarriage 
expiated  by  a  greater  facrifice,  oppofed  the  removal 
of  Secretary  Coke  with  all  the  intereft  he  could,  got 
it  fufp^ndcd  for  fome  time,  and  put  the  Queen  to  the 
exercife  of  her  full  power  to  perfe<£l  her  work  ;  which 
afterwards  produced  many  fad  difafters.  So  that  this 
unhappy  pacj^cation  kindled  many  fire$  of  conten- 
tion 
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lion  in  Court  and  Country,  though  the  flame  broke  out 
firft  again  in  Scotland. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  Scots  got  fo  much  benefit 
and  advantage  by  it,  that  they  brought  all  their  other 
mifchievous  devices  to  pafs  with  eafe,  and  a  profperous 
gale  in  all  they  went  about.  They  had  before  little 
credit  abroad  in  any  foreign  parts,  and  fo  could  pro- 
cure neither  arms  nor  ammunition  ;  and  though  they 
could  lead  the  people  at  home,  out  of  the  hatred  and 
jcaloufy  of  Popery,  into  unruly  tumults,  yet  they  had 
not  authority  enough  over  them  to  engage  them  in  a 
firm  refolution  of  rebellion  :  the  opinion  of  their  un- 
quefi^ionable  duty  and  loyalty  to  the  King  was  that 
which  had  given  them  reputation  to  aflront  him  :  nor 
durft  they  yet  attempt  to  lay  any  tax  or  impofition 
upon  the  people,  or  to  put  them  to  any  charge.  But, 
after  this  pacification,  they  appeared  much  more  con- 
fiderable  abroad  and  at  home;  abroad,  where  they 
were  not  fo  much  confidered  before,  now  that  they 
had  brought  an  army  into  the  field  againfl:  the  King, 
and  gained  all  they  pretended  to  defire,  without  re- 
proach or  blemifli,  France,  their  old  ally,  looked  upon 
them  as  good  inftruments  to  difturb  their  neighbours; 
and  Cardinal  Richelieu  (who  had  never  looked  upon 
the  defeat  and  overthrow  at  the  Ifle  of  Rhe,  a^  any 
reparation  for  the  attempt  and  difhonour  of  the  inva- 
fion)  was  very  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  difturbing 
the  refl:  and  quiet,  which  had  not  been  favourable  to 
his  dcfigns ;  and  fent  an  agent  privately  to  Edinburgh, 
to  cherilh  and  foment  their  unpeaceable  inclinations ; 
and  received  another  from  thence,  who  folicited  fup- 
plies,  and  communicated  counfels:  he  fent  them  arms 
and  ammunition,  and  promifed  them  encouragement  and 
afidftance  proportionable  to  any  enterprize  they  fiiould 

o  3  frankly 
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frankly  engage  tkemfelves  in.  Holland  entered  into 
a  clofer  correfpondence  with  them ;  and  they  found; 
credit  there  for  a  great  ftock  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
upon  fecurity  of  payment  within  a  year  ;  which  fecu- 
rity  they  ealily  found  a  way  to  give.  And  thus  coun- 
/  tenanced  and  fupplied,  they  quickly  got  credit  and 
power  over  the  people  at  home  ;  and  as  foon  as  they 
had  formed  fome  troops  of  tliofe  who  had  been  lifted 
by  them  under  good  officers,  (whereof  ftore  reforted 
to  them  of  that  nation  out  of  Germany  and  S^yeden), 
and  affigned  pay  to  them,  they  made  i)p  longer  fcruple 
to  impofe  what  money  they  thought  fit  upon  the  peo- 
ple, and  to  levy  it  with  all  rigour  upon  them  who  re- 
fufed,  or  exprefled  any  unwillingnefs  to  fubmit  to  the 
impolition ;  -and  ipade  the  refide^ncc  of  any  amongfl: 
theni  very  uneafy,  and  very  infecure,  who  were  but 
fufpefted  by  them  not  to  wifli  well  to  their  proceed- 
ings :  and  fo  they  renewed  all  thofe  forms  fpr  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  government,  which  they  had  be- 
gun in  the  beginning  of  the  diforders,  and  which  they 
difclaimed  upon  making  the  pacification;  and  refufed 
to  fufFer  the  King's  Governor  of  the  Caftle  of  Edin- 
burgh (which  was  put  into  his  hands  about  the  fame 
time)  either  to  repair  fome  works  which  were  newly 
fallen, down,  or  fo  much  as  to  buy  provifion  in  the 
town  for  the  food  of  the  garrifon. 

But  that  which  was  the  greateft  benefit  and  advan- 
tage that  accrued  to  tliem  from  the  agreement,  and 
which  was  worth  all  the  reft,  was  the  converfation 
they  had  with  the  Englifli  with  fo  much  reputation, 
that  they  had  perfuaded  very  many  to  believe,  that 
they  had  all  manner  of  fidelity  to  the  King,  and  had 
too  much  caufe  to  complain  of  the  hard  proceedings 
againft  them  by  the  power  of  fome  of  their  own  coun- 
trymen ; 
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trymen ;  and  the  acquaintance  they  made  with  fome 
particular  Lords,  to  that  degree,  that  they  did  upon  the 
matter  agree  what  was  to  be  done  for  the  future,  and 
bow  to  obftruft  any  oppofition  or  proceedings  by 
thofe  who  were  looked  upon  as  enemies  by  both 
fides  :  for  none  in  Scotland  more  difliked  all  that  was 
done  in  Court,  and  the  chief  aAors  there,  than  thofe 
Lords  of  England  did;  though  they  were  not  fo  well 
prepared  for  an  expedient  for  the  cure. 

The  people  of  Scotland  being  now  reduced  by 
them  to  a  more  implicit  obedience,  and  nobody 
daring  to  oppofe  the  moft  extravagant  proceedings  of 
the  moft  violent  perfons  in  power,  they  loft  no  time, 
as  hath  been  faid,  to  make  all  preparations  for  a  war 
they  meant  to  purfue.  Moft  of  the  Xing's  Privy* 
•  Council  and  great  Minifters,  who  (though  they  had 
not  vigoroufly  performed  their  duty  in  fupport  of  the 
regal  power)  till  now  had  been  fo  referved,  that  they 
feemed  not  to  approve  the  diforderly  proceedings,  y 
now  as  frankly  wedded  that  intereft  as  any  of  the 
leaders,  and  quickly  became  the  chief  of  the  leaders. 

As  the  Earl  of  Argyle :  who  had  been  prefer  ved  by  The  Eari  of 
the  King's  immediate  kindnefs  and  full  power,  and  with  thcCo. 
refcued  from  the  anger  and  fury  of  his  incenfed  fa-nomub"' 
ther ;  who,  being  provoked  by  the  difobedience  and^^f^^il'J* 
infolence  of  his  fon,  refolved  fo  to  have  difpofed  of  his?^''??.'  '^ 
fortune,  that  little  fliould  have  accompanied  the  ho- 
nour after  his  death.    But  by  the  King's  interpolition, 
and  indeed  impofition,  the  Earl,  in  ftricftnefs  of  the 
law  in  Scotland,  having  need  of  the  King's  grace  and 
protedlion,  in  regard  of  his  being  become  Roman 
Catholic,  and   his  Majefty  granting  all  to  the   fon 
which  he  could  exa<Sl  from  the  father,  the  old  man 
was  in  the  end  compelled  to  make  over  all  his  eftate 

04  to 
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to  his  fon ;  referving  only  fuch  a  provifion  for  himfelf, 
as  fupported  him  according  to  his  quality  during  his 
life^  which  he  fpent  in  the  parts  beyond  the  feas.  The 
King  had  too  much  occalion  afterwards  to  remember, 
that  in  the  clofe,  after  his  Majefty  had  determined 
what  Ihould  be  done  on  either  part,  the  old  man  de- 
clared, "  He  would  fubmit  to  the  King's  pleafure, 
**  though  he  believed  he  was  hardly  dealt  with ;"  and 
then  with  fome  bitternefs  put  his  fon  in  mind  of  his 
imdutiful  carriage  towards  him  ;  and  charged  him 
^^  to  carry  in  his  mind  how  bountiful  the  King  had 
"  been  to  him ;"  which  yet,  he  told  him,  he  was 
fure  he  would  forget :  and  thereupon  faid  to  his 
Majefty,  *^  Sir,  I  muft  know  this  young  man  better 
"  than  you  can  do  :  you  have  brought  me  low,  that 
"  you  may  raife  him  ;  which  I  doubt  you  will  live  to 
*^  repent ;  for  he  is  a  man  of  craft,  fubtilty,  and  falfe- 
"  hood,  and  can  love  no  man  ;  and  if  ever  he  finds  it 
"  in  his  power  to  do  you  a  mifchief,  he  will  be  fure 
"  to  do  it.'*  The  King  confidered  it  only  as  the  ef- 
feft  of  his  paffioh,  and  took  no  other  care  to  pre- 
vent it,  but  by  heaping  every  day  new  obligations 
upon  him  ;  making  him  a  Priv^y-Counfellor,  and  giv- 
ing him  other  offices  and  power  to  do  hurt,  thereby 
to  reftrain  him  from  doing  it;  which  would  have 
wrought  upon  any  generous  nature  the  effedt  it 
ought  to  have  done.  The  Earl  (for  his  father  was 
now  dead)  came  not  to  Edinburgh  during  the  firft 
troubles  ;  and  though  he  did  not  diffemblc  his  dif- 
pleafure  againft  the  Bilhops,  becaufe  one  of  them  had 
affronted  him,  in  truth,  very  rudely,  yet  he  renewed 
all  imaginable  profeffions  of  duty  to  the  King,  and  a 
readinefs  to  engage  in  his  fervice,  if  thofe  diforders 
Ihould  continue:  but  after  the  pacification  and  dif- 

banding 
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banding  of  the  King's  army,  and  the  Covenanters  de- 
claring that  they  would  adhere  to  the  afts  of  the 
Aflembly  at  Glafgow,  he  made  hafte  to  Edinburgh 
with  a  great  train  of  his  family  and  followers ;  and 
immediately  figned  the  Covenant,  engaged  for  the 
provifion  of  arms,  and  railing  forces;  and  in  all 
things  behaved  himfelf  like  a  man  that  might  very 
fafely  be  confided  in  by  that  party. 

There  wanted  not  pcrfons  ftill  who  perfuaded  the 
King,  "  that  all  might  yet  be  ended  without  blood ; 
*^  that  there  were  great  divifions  amongft  the  cliief 
^^  leaders,  through  emulations  and  ambition  of  com- 
*^  mand ;  and  that  the  accefs  of  the  Earl  of  Argyle  to 
^^  that  party  would  drive  others  as  confiderable  from 
*^  it,  who  never  did,  nor  ever  would,  unite  with  him  in 
*^  any  defign  ;"  and  therefore  advifed,  ^^  that  his  Ma- 
*^  jelly  would  require  them  to  fend  fdme  perfons  en- 
*'  trufted  by  their  body  to  attend  him,  and  give  an 
*^  account  of  the  reafons  of  their  proceedings."  They 
demanded  a  fafe  conducSt  for  the  fecurity  of  the  per- 
fons they  Ihould  employ;  which  was  fent  accordingly : 
and  thereupon  fome  perfons  of  the  Nobility,  and 
others,  were  commiffioned  to  wait  on  the  King  j 
amongft  which  the  Lord  Lowden  was  principally  re- 
lied on  for  his  parts  and  abilities;  a  man  who  was 
better  known  afterwards,  and  whom  there  will  here- 
after be  fo  often  occafion  to  mention,  as  it  will  not  be 
neceffary  in  this  place  further  to  enlarge  upon  him. 
They  behaved  themfelves,  in  all  refpedls,  with  the 
confidence  of  men  employed  by  a  foreign  ftate  ;  re- 
fufed  to  give  any  account  but  to  the  King  himfelf; 
and  even  to  himfelf  gave  no  other  reafon  for  what 
was  done,  but  the  authority  of  the  doers,  and  the  ne- 
ceflity  that  required  it;  that  is,  that  they  thought  it  rie- 

ceflary : 
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ceflary:  bat  tEcn  they  polifhed  their  ftufdy  beha- 
viour with  alLthe  profeffions  of  fubtniffioa  and  duty, 
which  their  language  could  ailford. 
ttrcc^ted^  At  this  time  the  King  happened  to  intercept  a 
from  fomc  letter,  which  had  been  figned  by  the  chief  of  the  Co*- 
tifhNobiii-venanters,  and  particuliarly  by  tlie  Lord  Lowden, 
Fr^ch^  written  to  the  French  King,  in  which  they  com- 
^'"^*  plained  '^  of  the  hardnefs  and  injuftice  of  the  govem- 
*^  ment  that  was  exercifed  over  them ;  put  him  in 
*^  mind  of  the  dependence  this  kingdom  formerly  had 
"  upon  that  Crown;  and  defired  him  now' to  take  them 
"  into  his  protedlion,  and  give  them  affiftance  ;  and 
"  that  his  Majcfty  would  give  entire  credit  to  one 
"  Colvil,  who*  was  the  bearer  of  that  lettef,  and  well 
"  inftrudted  in  all  particulars :"  and  the  letter  itfelf 
was  fealed,  and  directed  Au  Roy  j  a  ftyle  only  ufed 
from  fubjedls  to  their  natural  King.  This  letter  be- 
ing feen  and  perufed  by  the  Lords  of  the  Council, 
and  the  Lord  Lowden  being  examined,  and  refiifing* 
to  give  any  other  anfWcr,  than  "That  it  was  writ  be- 
"  fore  the  agreement,  and  thereupon  referved  and 
*■*  never  fent ;  that,  iP  he  had  committed  any  offence, 
"  he  ought  to  be  queftioned  for  it  in  Scotland,  and 
"  not  in  England ;  and  inlifting  upon  his  fafe  con- 
'•  du<ft,  demanded  liberty  to  return:"  all  men  were  of 
opinion,  that  fo  foBl  a  confpiracy  and  treafon  ought 
not  to  be  fo  fltghtly  excufed;  and  that  both  the 
Lord  Lowden,  and  Colvil  (who  was  likewifc  found  in 
London,  and  apprehended)  fhould  be  committed  to  the 
Tower :  which  was  done  accordingly ;  all  men  expe<ft- 
ing  that  they  fliauld  be  brought  to  a  fpeedy  trial. 

This  difcovery  made  a  very  deep  imprellion  upon 
the  King;  and  perfuaded  him,  that  fuch  a  foul  appli- 
cation could  never  have  been  thought  of,  if  there  had 

not 
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not  been  mor^  ppifon  in  the  heart,  than  could  be  ex.^ 
pelled  by  eafy  antidotes ;  a^d  that  the  ftrongeft  re- 
medies muft  be  provided  to  root  out  this  mifchief : 
thereupon  he  fijft  advifed  with  that  Committee  of  the 
Council,  which  ufed  to  be  confulted  in  fecret  affairs, 
what  was  to  be  done?    That  fummer's  action  had. 
wailed  all  the  tnoney  that  had  been  carefully*  laid  up  ; 
and,  ta  carry  on  that  vaft  expence,  the  revenue  of  the 
Crown  had  been   anticipated.;    fo  that,  though  the 
railing  an  army  was  vilibly  neceffary,  there  appeared 
no  means  how  to  raife  that  army.     No  expedient  oc- 
curred to  them  fo  proper  as  a  Parliament,  which  had: 
been  now  intermitted,  near  twelve  years.    And  though, 
thofe    meetings  had  of  late  been  attended  by  fome, 
diforders,  the  effe<fts  of  mutinous  fpirits ;  and  the  laft 
had  been  diffolved  (a$  hath  been  faid  before)  with 
fome   circumftances   of   paffion    and    undutifulnefs, 
which  fo  far  incenfed  the  King,  that  he  was  lefs  in- 
clined to  thofe  affemblies ;  yet  this  long  intermif- 
fion,  and  the  general  compofure  of  men's  minds  in  a 
happy  peace,  and  univerfal  plenty  qver  the  whole  na- 
tion, (fuperior  fure  to  wiiat  any  other  nation  ever  en- 
joyed), madeit  reafonably  believed,  notwithftanding  the 
murmurs  of  the  people  againft.fome  exorbitancies  of 
the  Court,  that  fober  men,  and  fuch  as  loved  the  peace 
and  plenty  they  were  poffeffed  of,  would  be  nude 
choice  of  to  ferve  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  and 
then  the.  temper  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers  was  not  to  be 
apprehended  :  but  efpecially  the  opinion  of  the  pre- 
judice and  general  avcrfion  over  the  whole  kingdom 
to  the  Scots,  and  the  indignation  they  had*  at  their 
prefumption  in   their  delign   of  invading  England, 
made  it  believed,  that  a  Parliament  would  exprefs  a 

verjr 
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TCfy  (harp  fenfe  of  their  infolence  and  carriage  to- 
wards the  King,  and  provide  remedies  proportionable. 
APtriia-        upon  thefe  motives  and  reafons,  with  the  unani- 

inent  called  *  ,  '  . 

in  England  mous  confcnt  and  advice  of  the  whole  Committee, 
1^1640/ the  King  refolved  to  call  a  Parliament;  which  he 
communicated  the  fame  day,  or  rather  took  the  refo- 
lution  that  day,  in  his  full  Council  of  State,  which 
cxpreffed  great  joy  upon  it ;  and  direfted  the  Lord 
Keeper  to  iflue  out  writs  for  the  meeting  of  a  Parlia- 
lAcnt  upon  the  third  day  of  April  then  next  enfuing ; 
it  being  now  in  the  month  of  December  ;  and  all  ex- 
pedition was  accordingly  ufed  in  fending  out  the  faid 
writs,  the  notice  of  it  being  moft  welcome  to  the 
whole  kingdom. 

That  it  might  appear  that  the  Court  was  not  at  all 
apprchenfive  of  what  the  Parliament  would  or  could 
do  ;  and  that  it  was  convened  by  his  Majefty's  grace 
and  inclination,  not  by  any  motive  of  neceffity ;  it 
proceeded  in  all  refpedts  in  the  fame  unpopular  ways 
it  had  done  :  Ship-money  was  levied  with  the  fame 
feverity;  and  the  fanje  rigour  ufed  in  Eccleliaftical 
Courts,  without  the  leaft  compliance  with  the  humour 
of  any  man  ;  which  looked  like  fleadinefs  ;  and,  if  it 
were  then  well  purfued,  degenerated  too  foon  after-* 
wards. 

In  this  interval,  between  the  fealing  of  the  writs 
The  Lord  and  the  convention  of  a  Parliament,  the  Lord  Keeper 
xtm^ files.  Coventry  died  ;  to  the  King's  great  detriment,  rather 
than  to  his  own.  So  much  hath  been  faid  already  of 
this  great  man,  that  there  (hall  be  no  further  enlarge- 
ment in  this  place,  than  to  fay,  that  he  was  a  very  wife 
and  excellent  perfon,  and  had  a  rare  felicity,  in  being 
looked  upon  generally  throughout  the  kingdom  with 

great 
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great  afFedlioft,  and  lingular  efteem,  when  rery  feW 
other  men  in  any  high  truft  were  fo ;  and  it  is  very 
probable,  if  he  had  lived  to  the  fitting  of  that  Parlia- 
ment, when,  whatever  lurked  in  the  hearts  of  any, 
there  was  not  the  leaft  outward  appearance  of  any  ir-* 
reverence  to  the  Crown,  that  he  might  have  had  great 
authority  in  the  forming  thofe  counfels,  which  might 
have  preferved  it  from  fo  unhappy  a  diiTolution.     His 
lofs  was  the  more  manifeft  and  vifible  in  his  fuccef* 
for ;  the  Seal  being  within  a  day  or  two  given  to  Sir 
John  Finch,  Chief  Jufticc  of  the  Court  of  Common  Sir^Johrt 
Pleas;  a  man  exceedingly  obnoxious  to  the  people  made  Lord 
upon  the  bufinefs  of  Ship-money ;  and  not  of  reputa-  ****"* 
tion  and  authority  enough  to  countenance  and  ad- 
vance the  King's  fcrvicc. 

Thefe  digrefiions  have  taken  up  too  much  time,  and 
may  fcem  foreign  to  the  proper  fubjecft  of  this  dif- 
courfe ;  yet  they  may  have  given  fome  light  to  the  ob- 
fcure  and  dark  paflages  of  that  time,  which  were  un- 
derftood  by  very  few. 

The  Parliament  met  according  to  fummons  uponThcP^^'** 

*^  ■■'        ment  met 

the  third  of  April  m  the  year  1640,  with  the  ufual  April  the 
ceremony  and  formality :  and  after  the  King  had  *  ^* 
Ihortly  mentioned  ^'  his  defirc  to  be  again  acquaint- 
*^  ed  with  Parliaments,  after  fo  long  an  intermiffion  ; 
*'  and  to  receive  the  advice  and  aiEftance  of  his  fub- 
*'  jeAs  there  ;"  he  referred  the  caufe  of  the  prefent 
convention  to  be  enlarged  upon  by  the  Lord  Keeper ; 
who  related  the  whole  proceedings  of  Scotland  j  "  his 
"  Majefty's  condefcenfions  the  year  before,  in  dif- 
**  banding  his  army  upon  their  promifes  and  profef- 
"  fions ;  their  infolencies  fince ;  and  their  addrefs  to 
**  the  King  of  France,  by  the  letter  mentioned  before  ;'* 
which  the  King  had  touched  upon,  and  having  forgot 

to 
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to  make  the  obfervation  upon  the  fuperfcrfption  him- 
fclf,  he  required  the  Keeper  to  do  it  5  who  told  them, 
after  the  whole  relation,  **  That  his  Majefty  did  not 
**  expedl  advice  from  them,  much  lefs  thAt  they  fliould 
*^  interpofe  in  any  office  of  mediation,  which  would 
^*  not  be  grateful  to  him ;  but  that  they  fliould,  as 
**  foon  as  might  be,  give  his  Majefty  fuch  a  fupply^ 
**  as  he  might  provide  for  the  vindication  of  his  ho- 
'^  nour,  by  railing  an  army,  which  the  feafon  of  the 
"  year,  and  the  progrefs  the  rebels  had  already  made, 
"  called  for  without  delay  1  dhd  his  Mijefty  aflured 
"  them,  if  they  would  gratify  him  with  the  difpatch 
^^  of  this  matter,  that  he  would  give  therfi  tlttie  endtigh 
^*  afterwards  to  reprefent  any  grievances  to  hiriij  and 
^*  a  favourable  anfwer  to  them  j"  and  fo  difmifled  the 
Commons  to  choofe  their  Speaker  ;  to  \frhich  Serjeant 
Serjeant  Glanvilc  was  deligrted,  and  chofen  th^  fame  day :  i 
chofcn^*^  n^^  ^^ry  equal  to  the  wotk,  Very  wdl  acquainted 
Speaker.  Yvith  the  proceedings  iri  i^^riiartient ;  of  a  quick  con* 
ception,  and  of  a  ready  and  voluble  expteflton,  dex- 
terous in  difpofing  th6  Houfe,  &hA  vefy  acceptable  to 
them.  The  E^rl  of  Arundel,  Earl  Marflial  Of  Eng- 
land,  was  made  Lord  Steward  of  the  King's  Houfe  ; 
an  office  neceflary  in  the  beginning  of  a  Parliament; 
being  to  fwear  all  the  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Corti- 
naons  before  thefy  could  fit  the^e.  T^Xro  days-  affter, 
the  Commons  ptefertted  their  Speaker  to  the  King, 
who',  in  the  accuftomed  manner,  approved  their  choice  ; 
upon  which  they  returned  to  their  lloufe,  being  now 
formed  and  qualified  to  enter  upon  any  debates. 

The  Houfe  met  always  at  eight  of  the  clock,  and 
rofe  at  twelve  ;  which  ^^ere  the  old  Parliament  hours ; 
that  the  committees,  upon  whom  the  greateft  burden 
of  the  bufinefs  lay^  might  have  the  aftern<>ons  for  their 

pre- 
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preparation  and  difpatch.  It  was  not  the  cuftom  to 
?nter  upon  any  important  bufinefs  in  the  firft  fort- 
Bight;  both  becaufe  many  members  ufed  to  be  ab- 
fent  fo  long ;  and  that  time  was  ufually  thought  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  appointment  and  nomination  of  com- 
mittees, and  for  other  ceremonies  and  preparations 
that  were  ufual :  but  there  was  no  regard  now  to  that 
cuftom ;  and  the  appearance  of  the  members  was  ve- 
ry great,  there  having  been  a  large  time  between  the 
iffuing  out  of  the  writs  and  the  meeting  of  the  Parlia-  ^ 
mejit,  fo  that  all  eleiftions  were  made  and  returned, 
and  every  body  was  willing  to  fall  to  the  work, 

Whilft  men  gazed  upon  each  other,  looking  wha 
ihould  begin,  (much  the  greateft  part  having  never 
before  fate  in  Parliament),  Mr.  Pym,  a  man  of  good  re-  Mr.  Pym's, 
putation,  but  much  better  known  afterwards,  who  badf^cchw'* 
been  a*  lo»g  in  thofe  affcmblies  as  any  man  then  living,  ^^^ncc$! 
bwke  the  ice,  and  ia  a  fet  difcourfe  of  above  two 
hours,  after  mention  of  the  King  with  the  moft  pro- 
found reverence,  and  commendation  of  his  wifdom  and 
juftice,  he  obferved,  ^^  That  by  the  long  intermiffion 
^'  of  Parliamenits  many  unwarrantable  things  had  been 
*^  pra^ifed,  notwithftanding  the  great  virtue  of  his 
*^  Majefty  :"  and   then  eniuneiated  all  the  projefis 
which  had  been  fet  on  foot ;  all  the  illegal  proclama- 
tions which  had  been  publiihed>  and  the  proceedings 
which  had  beea  upon  thofe  proclamations ;  tlie  jtudg- 
ment  upon  Ship-mocey ;  and  many  grievances  which 
related  to  the  ecclefiafticai  jurifdiftioo;  fummingup 
ftkortly,  and  fharply,  alii  that  moft  reflcded  upon  the 
prudence  and  the  juftice  of  the  Govermnent ;   con- 
cluding, "  That  he  had  oaly  laid  that  fchenofi  before 
^  them,  thfit  they,  might  fee  how  much  work  they  had 
^^  to  dp  to  fetisfy  tkeir  country ,.  the  meth^  and 

^^  manner 
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*'  manner  of  the  doing  whereof  he  left  to  their  wif- 
"  doms.'*     Mr.  Grimlloh  infifted  only  on  the  bufinefs 
of  Ship-money ;  the  irregular  and  prepofterous  engag- 
ing the  Judges  to  deliver  their  opinion  to  the  King, 
and  their  being  afterwards  divided  in  their  judgments ; 
and  faid,  "  He  was  perfuaded,  that  they,  who  gave 
**  their  opinions  for  the  legality  of  it,  did  it  againft 
^^  the  diSlamen  of  their  own  confcience.*'     Peard,  a 
bold  lawyer,  of  little  note,  inveighed  more  palEonate- 
ly  againft  it,  calling  it  an  abomination:  upon  which, 
Herbert,  the  King's  Solicitor,  with  all  imaginable  ad- 
drefs,  in  which  he  then  excelled,  put  them  in  mind 
**  with  what  candour  his  Majefty  had  proceeded  in 
**  that,  and  all  other  things  which  related  to  the  ad- 
"  miniftration  of  juftice  to  all  his  people ;  that,  how 
^'  perfuaded  foever  he  was  within  himfelf  of  the  juf- 
*^  tice  as  well  as  neceffity  of  levying  Ship-money,  he 
**  would  not  fend  out  a  writ  for  the  doing  thereof, 
"  till  he  received  the  affirmative  advice  of  all  the 
^^  Judges  of  England ;   and  when  the  payment  was 
*^  oppofed  by  a  Gentleman,"  (and  then  he  took  occa- 
lion  to  ftroke  and  commend  Mr.  Hambden,  who  fate 
under  him,  for  his  great  temper  and  modefty  in  the 
profecution  of  that  fuit),  ^*  the  King  was  very  well 
<*  contented  that  all  the  Judges  of  England  Ihould  de- 
"  termine  the  right ;  that  never  any  caufe  had  been 
"  debated   and    argued   more    folemnly    before   the 
*'  Judges ;  who,  after  long  deliberation  between  them- 
"  felves,  and  being  attended  with  the  records,  which 
*^  had  been  cited  on  both  fides,  delivered  each  man 
**  his  opinion  and  judgment  publicly  in  the  Court, 
•*  and  fo  largely,  that  but  two  Judges  argued  in  a 
"  day ;  and  after  all  this,  and  a  judgment  with  that 
"  folemnity  pronounced  for  the  King,  by  which  the 

"  King 
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**  King  was  as  legally  poffeffed  of  that  right,  as  of 
**  any  thing  clfe  he  had  ;  that  any  particular  man 
•^  Ihould  prefume  to  fpeak  againft  it  with  that  bitter- 
**  nefi,  and  to  call  it  an  abomination^  was  very  ofFenfive, 
**  and  unwarrantable ;  and  defired  that  that  Gentle- 
*^  man,  who  had  ufcd  that  exprcflion,  might  explain 
"  himfelf,  and  then  withdraw."  Very  many  called 
him  to  the  bar;  and  the  Solicitor's  difcourfe  was 
thought  to  have  fo  much  weight  in  it,  that  Mr.  Peard 
very  hardly  efcaped  a  fevere  reprehenfion :  which  is 
jnentioned  only  that  the  temper  and  fobriety  of  that 
Houfe  may  be  taken  notice  of,  and  their  diflblution, 
whiclf  Ihortly  after  fell  out,  the  more  lamented. 

Though  the  Parliament  had  not  fate  above  fix  or 
feveii  days,  and  had  managed  all  their  debates,  and 
their  whole  behaviour,  with  wonderful  order  and  fo- 
briety, the  Court  was  impatient  that  no  advance  was 
yet  made  towards  a  fupply ;  which  was  forefeen  would 
take  up  much  time,  whenfoever  they  went  about  it, 
though  never  fo  cordially;  and  therefore  they  pre- 
vailed with  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  which  was  more  en- The  Houfe 
tirely  at  the  King's  difpofal,  that  they  would  demand  2SJ[ftAe 
a  conference  with  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  then  p*?l"?°"^ 

'  to  begia 

propofe  to  them,  by  way  of  advice,  "That  they'^*'*^* 
"  would  begin  with  giving  the  King  a  fupply,  in  re-  "*^^^* 
*^  gard  of  the  urgency  and  even  neceflity  of  his  affairs, 
*^  and  afterwards  proceed  upon  their  grievances,  or 
*^  any  thing  elfe  as  they  thought  fit :"  and  the  Houfe 
of  Peers  accordingly  did  give  their  advice  to  this 
purpofe  at  a  conference.  This  conference  was  no 
fooner  reported  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  than  their 
whole  temper  feemed  to  be  fhaken.  It  was  the  un- 
doubted fundamental  privilege  of  the  Commons  in 
Parliament,  that  all  fupplies  fhould  have  their  rife  and 
VOL.  1.  p  begin- 
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beginning  from  them  ;  this  had  never  been  infringed, 
or  violated,  or  fo  much  as  queftioned  in  the  worft 
times ;  and  that  now  after  fo  long  intermiflion  of  Par- 
liaments, that  all  privileges  might  be  forgotten,  the 
Houfe  of  Peers  flxould  begin  with  an  aftion  their  an- 
ceftors  never  attempted,  adminiftered  too  much  caufe 
of  jealoufy  of  fomewhat  clfe  that  was  intended  ;  and 
fo  with  an  unanimous  confent  they  declared  it  to  be 
This  voted  *'  fo  high  a  breach  of  privilege,  that  they  could  not 
pnvl^Rcby "  proceed  upon  any  other  matter  until  they  firft  re- 
moiS°"'   "  ceived  fatisfeftion  and  reparation  from  the  Houfe 
"  of  Peers  ;'*  and  which  the  next  day  they  demanded 
at  a  conference.     The  Lords  were  fenfible  of  their 
error;   which  had  been   forefeen,  and  diflliaded  by 
many  of  them  ;  they  ^^  acknowledged  the  privilege  of 
•*  the  Commons  as  fully  as  they  demanded  it,  and 
'^  hoped  they  had  not  broken  it  by  offering  their  ad- 
**  vice  to  them  without  mentioning  the  nature  of  the 
^^  fupply,  the   proportion,  or  manner  of  railing  it, 
"  which  they  confefled  belonged  entirely  to  them :" 
in  fine,  they  defired  them,  "  that  this  might  be  no 
**  occafion  of  wafting  their  time,  but  that  they  would 
"  proceed  their  own  way,  and  in  their  own  method, 
"  upon  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom."     This  gave  no 
fatisfadlion  ;    was  no   reparation ;  •  and   ferved   their 
turn  who  had  no  mind  to  give  any  fupply  without 
difcovering  any  fuch  diffatisfadlion,  which  would  have 
got  them  no  credit,  the  Houfe  generally  being  exceed- 
ingly difpofed  to  pleafe  the  King,  and  to  do  him  fer- 
vice.     But  this  breach  of  privilege,  which  was  craf- 
tily enlarged  upon,  as  if  it  fwallowcd  up  all  their  other 
privileges,  and  made  them  wholly  fubfervient  to  the 
Peers,  was  univerfally  refented.    A  conunittee  was  ap- 
ppinted  to  examine  precedent;  of  former  times^  ixx  cafe 
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of  violation  of  their  privileges  by  the  Lords,  though 
not  of  that  magnitude,  and  thereupon  to  prepare  a 
proteftation  to  be  fent  up  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and 
to  be  entered  into  their  own  Journal ;  and  in  the  mean 
time  no  proceedings  to  be  in  the  Houfe  upon  any  pub- 
lic bufinefs,  except  upon  fome  report  from  a  commit- 
tee. 

After  fome  days  had  pafled  in  this  manner,  and  it  The  King's 
not  being  in  view  when  this  ^debate  would  be  at  an  fJX "***** 
end,  the  King  thought  of  another  expedient,  and  fentj^^mons. 
a  meflage  in  writing  to  the  Commons  by  Sir  Henry 
Vane,  who  was  now  both  Secretary  of  State  and 
Treafurer  of  the  Houfehold,  and  at  that  time  of  good 
credit  there ;  wherein  his  Majefty  took  notice,  *^  that 
*^  there  was  fome  difference  between  the  two  Houfes, 
*^  which  retarded  the  tranfacftion  of  the  great  affairs 
'^  of  the  kingdom,  at  a  time  when  a  foreign  army  was 
**  ready  to  invade  it:  that  he  heard  the  payment  of 
^*  Ship-money,  notwithilanding  that  it  was  adjudged 
*'  his  right,  was  not  willingly  fubmitted  to  by  the  peo- 
**  pie  ;  to  manifeft  therefore  his  good  afFedtion  to  his 
**  fubjefts  in  general,  he  made  this  propofition : 
*^  that  if  the  Parliament  would  grant  him  twelve  fub- 
**  lidies  to  be  paid  in  three  years,  in  the  manner  pro- 
*^  pofed,  (that  was,  five  fubfidies  to  be  paid  the  firlt 
"  year,  four  the  fecorid,  and  three  to  be  paid  the  lafl 
**  year),  his  Majefly  would  then  releafe  all  his  title  or 
"  pretence  to  Ship-money  for  the  future,  in  fuch  a 
*^  manner  as  his  Parliament  Ihould  advife." 

Though  exceptions  might  have  been  taken  again  in 
point  of  privilege,  becaufe  his  Majefty  took  notice  of 
the  difference  between  the  two  Houfes ;  yet  that  fpirit 
had  not  then  taken  fo  deep  root :  fo  that  they  refolved 
to  enter,  the  next  day  after  the  delivery  of  it,  upon  a 
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full  debate  of  his  Majefty's  meflage  ;  they  who  de- 
fired  to  obflxuft  the  giving  any  fupply,  believing  they 
fhoiild  eaiily  prevail  to  rejeA  this  propofition,  upon 
the  greatnefs  of  the  fum  demanded^  without  appearing 
not  to  favour  the  caufe  in  which  it  was  to  be  cm- 
ployed,  which  they  could  not  have  done  with  any  ad- 
vantage to  themfelves,  the  number  of  that  claffia  of 
TTiisdc-    ^^^  being  then  not  confiderable  in  the  Houfe.     It 
bated.       ^^  about  the  firft  day  of  May  that  the  meflage  was 
delivered,  and  the  next  day  it  was  refumed  zbont  nine 
of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  and  the  debate  continued 
till  four  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon;  which  had 
been  feldom  ufed  before,  but  afterwands  grew  into 
cuftom.    Many  obferved,  **  that  they  were  to  pur- 
'^  chafe  a  releafe  of  an  impofition  very  unjuftly  laid 
**  upon   the  kingdom,   and  by  purchafing  it,  they 
*^  fhould  upon  the  matter  confefs  it  had  been  jufl  ;** 
which  no  man  in  his  heart  acknowledged ;  and  there- 
fore wifhed,  "  that  the  judgment  might  be  firft.  exa- 
"  mined,  and  being  once  declared  void,  what  they 
'*  fhould  prefent  the  King  with  would  appear  a  gift, 
^^  and  not  a  recompence  :'*  but  this  was  rather  mo- 
deftly  infinuated  than  inlifted  upon  ;  and  the  greater 
number  refiefted  more  on  the  proportion  demanded, 
which  fome  of  thofe  who  were  thought  very  well  to 
underftand  the  flate  of  the  kingdom,  confidently  af- 
firmed to  be  more  than  the  whole  ftock  in  money  of 
the  kingdom  amounted  to ;  which  appeared  fhortly 
after  to  be  a  very  grofs  mifcomputation.     There  were 
very  few,  except  thofe  of  the  Court,  (who  were  ready 
to  give  all  that  the  King  would  afk,  and  indeed  had 
little  to  give  of  their  own),  who  did  not  believe  the 
fum  demanded  to  be  too  great,  and  wifhdd  that  a  left 
might  be  accepted^  and  therefore  were  willing,  when 
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the  day  was  fo  far  fpent,  that  the  debate  migbt  be  ad- 
journed till  the  next  morning ;  which  was  willingly 
confented  to  by  all,  and  fo  the  Houfe  rofe.  All  this 
agitation  had  been  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  Houfe, 
the  Speaker  having  left  the  chair,  to  which  Mr.  Lenthall, 
a  lawyer  of  no  eminent  account,  was  called.  But  there 
was  not,  in  the  whole  day,  in  all  the  variety  of  contra- 
dictions, an  ofFenfive  or  angry  word  fpoken :  except 
only  that  one  private  country  Gentleman,  little  known, 
faid,  "  He  obferved  that  the  fupply  was  to  be  em- 
*^  ployed  in  the  fupporting  bellum  epifcopaky  which 
*^  he  thought  the  Bilhops  were  fitteft  to  do  them- 
*^  felves :"  but  as  there  was  no  reply,  or  notice  taken 
of  it,  fo  there  was  nobody  who  feconded  that  envious 
refleftion,  nor  any  other  expreffion  of -that  kind. 

The  next  day  as  foon  as  the  Houfe  met,  and  pray- 
ers were  read,  it  refolved  again  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole  Houfe,  the  fame  perfon  being  again  called 
to  the  chair :  it  was  expeAed,  and  hoped,  that  there 
would  have  been  fome  new  meflagc  from  the  King, 
that  might  have  facilitated  the  debate ;  but  nothing 
appearing  of  that  kind,  the  propofition  was  again  read, 
and  men  of  all  lides  difcourfed  much  of  what  had 
been  faid  before,  and  many  fpoke  with  more  reflec- 
tion upon  the  judgment  of  Ship-money  than  they  had 
done  the  day  paft,  and  feemed  to  wifli,  "  that  what- 
"  focver  they  fliould  give  the  King  Ihould  be  a  free 
"  teftimony  of  their  afFedlion  and  duty,  without  any 
"  releafe  of  Ship-money,  which  deferved  no  confidera- 
*^  tion,  but  in  a  Ihort  time  would  appear  void  and 
*^  null.'*  And  this  feemed  to  agree  with  the  fenfe  of 
fo  great  a  part  of  the  Houfe,  that  Mr.  Hambden,  the 
mofl:  popular  man  in  the  Houfe,  (the  fan>e  who  had 
defended  the  fuit  againft  the  King  in  his  own  name, 
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upon  the  illegality  of  Ship-money),  thought  the  matter 
ripe  for  the  queftion,  and  delircd  the  queftion  might 
be  put,  "  Whether  the  Houfe  would  confent  to  the 
*^  propofition  made  by  the  King,  as  it  was  contained  in . 
^*  the  meflage  ?"  which  would  have  been  fure  to  have 
found  a  negative  from  all  who  thought  the  fum  too 
great,  or  were  not  pleafed  that  it  Ihould  be  given  in 
recompence  of  Ship-money. 

When  many  called  to  have  this  queftion,  Serjeant 
Glanvile,  the  Speaker,  (who  fate  by  amongft  the  other 
members  whilft  the  Houfe  was  in  a  committee,  and  had 
rarely  ufed  to  fpeak  in  fuch  feafons),  rofe  up,  and  in  a 
moft  pathetical  fpeech,  in  which  he  excelled,  endea- 
voured to  perfuade  the  Houfe  ^*  to  comply  with  the 
*^  King's  defire,  for  the  good  of  the  nation,  and  to  re- 
^^  concile  him  to  Parliaments  for  ever,  which  this  feafon- 
^^  able  teftimony  of  their  afFeftions  would  infallibly 
^^  do."  He  made  it  manifeft  to  them  how  very  inconfi- 
derable  a  fum  twelve  fubfidies  amounted  to,  by  telling 
them,  "  that  he  had  computed  what  he  was  to  pay  for 
**  thofe  twelve  fubfidies ;"  and  when  he  named  the 
fum,  he  being  known  to  be  pofTeffed  of  a  great  eftate, 
it  feemed  not  worth  any  farther  deliberation.     And 
in  the  warmth   of  his  difcourfe,  which  he  plainly 
difcerned  made  a  wonderful    impreffion    upon  the 
Houfe,  he  let  fall  fome  Iharp  expreffions  againft  the 
impofition  of  Ship-money,  and  the  judgment  in  the 
point,  which  he  faid  plainly  "  was  againft  the  law,  if 
*^  he  underftood  what  law  was,"  (who  was  known  to 
be  very  learned),  which  expreffion,  how  neceffary  and 
artificial  foever  to  reconcile  the  affe6lions  of  the  Houfe 
to  the  matter  in  queftion,  very  much  irreconciled  him 
at  Court,  and  to  tliofe  upon  whom  he  had  the  greateft 
dependence. 

There 
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There  was  fcarcc  ever  a  fpeech  that  more  gathered 
up  and  united  the  inclinations  of  a  popular  council  to 
the  Speaker  :  and  if  the  queftion  had  been  prefently 
put,  it  was  believed  the  number  of  the  diffenters  would 
not  have  appeared  great.     But  after  a  Ihort  filence, 
fome  men,  who  wifhed  well  to  the  main,  exprefled 
a  diflike  of  the  way,  fo  that  other  men  recovered  new 
courage,   and   called   again   with    fome    earneftncfs, 
*^  That  the  queftion  formerly  propofed  by  Mr.  Hamb- 
*^  den  fhould  be  put ;"  which  feemed  to  meet  with  a 
concurrence.     Mr.  Hyde  then  flood  up,  and  defired, 
'^  that  queftion  might  not  be  put ;  faid,  it  was  a  cap- 
*^  tious  queftion,  to  which  only  one  for-t  of  men  could 
'*  clearly  give  their  vote,  which  were  they  who  were 
'*  for  a  rejedion  of  the  King's  propofition,  and  no 
"  more  refuming  the  debate  upon  that  fubjeft :  but 
''  that  they  who  defired  to  give  the  King  a  fupply, 
^^  as  he  believed  moft  did,  though  not  in  fuch  a  pro- 
^^  portion,  nor,  it  may  be,  in  that  manner,  could  re- 
*^  ceive  no  fatisfadkion  by  that  queftion ;  and  there- 
"  fore  he  propofed,  to  the  end  that  every'  man  might 
•^  frankly  give  his  yea,  or  his  no,  that  the  queftion 
^^  might  be  put  only,  upon  the  giving  the  King  a  fup- 
**  ply ;  which  being  carried  in  thie  affirmative,  another 
'^  queftion  might  be  upon  the  proportion,  and  the 
**  manner  ;  and  if  the  firft  were  carried  in  the  nega- 
*^  tive,  it  would  produce  the  fame  efFecSl,  as  the  other 
"  queftion  propofed  by  Mr.  Hambden  would  do." 

This  method  was  received  by  fome  with  great  ap- 
probation, but  oppofed  by  others  with  more  than  or- 
dinary paffiori,  and  diverted  by  other  propofitions, 
which  being  feconded  took  much  time,  without 
pointing  to  any  conclufion.  In  the  end  Serjeant  Glan- 
vile  faid,  ^*  That  there  had  been  a  queftion  propofed 
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^^  by  his  countryman,  that  agreed  very  well  with  his 
*^  fenfe,  and  movecnhat  the  Gentleman  might  be 
^^  called  upon  to  propofe  it  again/'  Mr.  Hyde  ftated 
the  cafe  again  as  he  had  done^  anfwered  fomewhat 
that  had  been  faid  againft  it,  and  moved,  ^^  that  quef- 
^*  tion  might  be  put."  Whereupon  for  a  long  time 
there  was  nothing  faid,  but  a  confufed  clamour,  and  call^ 
'*  Mr.  Hambden's  queftion,"  "  Mr.  Hyde's  queftion ;" 
the  call  appearing  much  ftronger  for  the  laft,  than  the 
former :  and  it  was  generally  believed,  that  the  quef- 
tion had  been  put,  and  carried  in  the  affirmative, 
though  it  was  pofitively  oppofed  by  Herbert  the  So- 
licitor General^  for  what  reafon  no  man  could  ima- 
gine, if  Sir  Henry  Vane  the  Secretary  had  not  flood 
up,  and  faid,  "  That,  as  it  had  been  always  his  cuftom 
"  to  deal  plainly  and  clearly  with  that  Houfe  in  all 
*^  things,  fo  he  could  not  but  now  affure  them,  that 
**  the  putting  and  carrying  that  queftion  could  be  of 
"  no  ufe  ;  for  that  he  was  moft  fure,  and  had  authori- 
"  ty  to  tell  them  fo,  that  if  they  fhould  pafs  a  vote  for 
"  the  giving  the  King  a  fupply,  if  it  were  not  in  the 
^*  proportion  and  manner  propofed  in  his  Majefty's 
^^  meflage,  it  would  not  be  accepted  by  him ;  an,d 
*^  therefore  defired  that  queftion  might  be  laid  afide ;" 
which  being  again  urged  by  the  Solicitor  General 
upon  the  authority  of  what  the  other  had  declared, 
and  the  other  Privy-Counfellors  faying  nothing, 
though  they  were  much  difpleafed  with  the  Secreta- 
ry's averment,  the  bulinefs  lyas  no  more  preffed  :  but 
it  being  near  five  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  and 
every  body  weary,  it  was  willingly  confented  to  that 
the  Houfe  Ihould  be  adjourned  till  the  next  morning. 
Both  Sir  Henry  Vane,  and  the  Solicitor  General, 
(whofe  opinion  was  of  more  weight*  with  the  King 
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than  the  others)  had  made  a  worfe  reprefentation  of 
the  humour  and  afFeftion  of  the  Houfe  than  it  de- 
ferved,  and  undertook  to  know,  that  if  they  came 
together  again,  they  would  pafs  fuch  a  vote  againft 
Ship-money,  as  would  blaft  that  revenue  and  other 
branches  of  the  receipt ;  which  others  believed  they 
would  not  have  had  the  confidence  to  have  attempted; 
and  very  few,  that  they  would  have  had  the  credit  to 
have  comp^ed.    What  followed  in  the  next  Parlia- 
ment^ within  lefs  than  a  year,  made  it  believed,  that 
Sir  Henry  Vane  afted  that  part  nuliciouily,  and  to 
bring  all  into  confufion  ;  he  being  known  to  have  an 
implacable  hatred  againft  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  whofe  defiru  Aion  was  then  upon  the 
anvil.  But  what  tranfported  the  Solicitor,  who  had  none 
of  the  ends  of  the  other,  could  not  be  imagined,  except 
it  was  his  pride  and  peevifhnefs,  when  he  found  that 
he  was  like  to  be  of  lefs  authority  there,  than  he  looked 
to  be ;  and  yet  he  was  heard  with  great  attention, 
though  his  parts  were  mofl  prevalent  in  puzzling  and 
perplexing  that  difcourfe  he  meant  to  crofs.  Let  their 
motives  be  what  they  would,  they  two,  and  they  only, 
wrought  fo  far  with  the  King,  that,  without  {p  much 
deliberation  as  the  affair  was  worthy  of,  his  Majefty 
the  next  morning,  which  was  on  the  fifth  of  May, 
near  a  month  after  their  firfl  meeting,  fent  for  the 
Speaker  to  attend  him,  and  took  care  that  he  ihould 
go  diredlly  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  upon  fome  appre- 
henfion  that  if  he  had  gone  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, that  Houfe  would  have  entered  upon  fome  in- 
grateful  difcourfe  ;  which  they  were  not  inclined  to 
do ;  and  then  fending  for  that  Houfe  to  attend  him, 
the  Keeper,  by  his  Majefty's  command,  diifolved  theThcPirii*. 
Parliament.  Sw^'^^ 

There 
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There  could  not  a  greater  damp  have  feized  upon 
the  fpirits  of  the  whole  nation,  than  this  diflfolution 
caufed ;  and  men  had  much  of  the  mifery  in  view, 
which  Ihortly  after  fell  out.  It  could  never  be  hoped, 
that  more  fober  and  difpaffionate  men  would  ever 
meet  together  in  that  place,  or  fewer  who  brought  ill 
purpofes  with  them ;  nor  could  any  man  imagine 
what  offence  they  had  given,  which  put  the  King 
upon  that  refolution.  But  it  was  obferved,  that  in  the 
covpitenances  of  thofe  who  had  moft  oppofed  all  that 
was  delired  by  his  Majefty,  there  was  a  marvellous  fe- 
renity  J  nor  could  they  conceal  the  joy  of  their  hearts : 
for  they  knew  enough  of  what  was  to  come,  to  con- 
clude that  the  King  would  be  fhortly  compelled  to 
call  another  Parliament;  and  they  were  as  fiire,  that 
fo  many  fo  unbiafled  men  would  never  be  elecftecj 
again. 

Within  an  hour  after  the  diflblving,  Mr.  Hyde  met 
Mr.  Saint-John,  who  had  naturally  a  great  cloud  in 
his  face,  and  very  feldom  was  known  to  fmile,  but 
then  had  a  moft  cheerful  afpeft,  and  feeing  the  other 
melancholic,  as  in  truth  he  was  from  his  heart,  alked 
him,  '*  What  troubled  him  ?'*  who  anfwered,  "  That 
**  the  fame  that  troubled  him,  he  believed,  troubled 
"  moft  good  men ;  that  in  fuch  a  time  of  conftifion, 
**  fo  wife  a  Parliament,  which  alone  could  have  foimd 
^^  remedy  for  it,  was  fo  unfeafonably  difmifled  :"  the 
other  anfwered  with  a  little  warmth,  "  That  all  was 
'^  well :  and  that  it  muft  be  worfe,  before  it  could  be 
^'  better ;  and  that  this  Parliament  could  never  have 
'*  done  what  was  neceflary  to  be  done  ;"  as  indeed  it 
would  not,  what  he  and  his  friends  thought  neceflary. 
The  King's  The  King,  when  he  had  better  refleAed  upon  what 
it  after,     was  like  to  fall  out,  and  was  better  informed  of  the 

wards. 

temper 


OF  THE  REBELLION,  &c.  219 

temper  and  duty  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  that 

they  had  voted  a  fupply,  if  Sir  Henry  Vane  had  not 

hindered  it  by  fo  politive  a  declaration  that  his  Ma« 

jefly  would  refufe  it,  was  heartily  forry  for  what  he  had 

done ;  declared  with  great  anger,  ^^  That  he  had  never 

^«  given  him  fuch  authority ;  and  that  he  knew  well  that 

**  the  giving  him  any  fupply  would  have  been  welcome 

^*  to  him,  becaufe  the  reputation  of  his  fubjefts  ailifting 

"  him  in  that  conjundlure  was  all  that  he  looked  for  and 

*^  confidered,"  He  confulted  the  fame  day,  or  the  next, 

whether  he  might  by  his  proclamation  recall  them  to 

meet  together  again  :  but  finding  that  impoilible,  he 

fell  roundly  to  find  out  all  expedients  for  the  raifing  of 

money,  in  which  he  had  fo  wonderful  fuccefs,  that,  in 

lefs  than  three  weeks,  by  the  voluntary  loan  of  the 

particular  Lords  of  the  Council,  and  of  other  private 

Gentlemen  about  the  city,  fome  relating  to  the  Court, 

aiid  others  ftrangers  to  it,  there  was  no  lefs  than  three 

hundred  thoufand  pounds  paid  into  the  Exchequer  to 

be  ifTued  out  as  his  Majefty  fhould  dire<%  :  a  fum 

that  fufficiently  manifefts  the  plenty  of  that  time, 

and  greater  than  moft  princes  in  Europe  could  have 

commanded  in  fo  Ihort  a  time  ;  and  was  an  unanfwer- 

abie  evidence,  that  the  hearts  of  his  fubjefts  were  not 

then  aliened  from  their  duty  to  the  King,  or  a  juft 

jealoufy  for  his  honour. 

All  diligence  was  ufed  in  making  levies,  in  which  An  amy 
few  of  the  general  officers  which  had  been  employed' 
the  year  before  were  made  ufe  of;  though  it  was  great 
pity  that  the  Earl  of  EflTex  was  not  again  taken  in  ; 
which  had  infallibly  preferved  him  from  fwerving  from 
his  duty,  and  he  would  have  difcharged  his  truft  with 
courage  and  fidelity,  and  therefore  probably  with  fuc- 
cefs: 
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ccfs  :  but  he  was  of  a  haughty  fpirit,  and  did  not 
think  his  laft  fummer*s  fervice  fo  well  requited,  that 
he  was  earneftly  to  folicit  for  another  office  ;  though 
there  is  no  doubt  but  he  would  have  accepted  it,  if  it 
had  been  offered. 
The  Earl  of  A  General  was  appointed,  the  Earl  of  Northumber- 
bc°rS!S™'  land  i  and  the  Lord  Conway  General  of  the  Horfe : 
n«au  ^^  which  made  the  great  officers  of  the  former  year,  the  • 
Earl  of  Arundel,  the  Earl  of  Effex,  and  the  Earl  of 
Holland,  (who  thought  themfelves  free  from  any  over- 
lights  that  had  been  committed),  more  capable  of  in- 
fuiions  by  thofe  who  were  ready  to  work  according 
to  the  occurrences  upon  their  feveral  conftitutions. 
But  the  reputation  of  the  Ekirl  of  Northumberland, 
who  had  indeed  arrived  at  a  wonderful  general  efli- 
mation,  was  believed  to  be  mofl  inftrumental  in  it : 
ajid  the  Lord  Conway  was  thought  an  able  foldier, 
and  of  great  parts.  Befides,  the  Earls  of  Eflex  and 
Holland  were  thought  lefs  governable  by  thofe  coun- 
cils to  which  the  main  was  then  to  be  entrufted,  the 
Earl  of  Strafford  bearing  a  part  in  them ;  to  whom 
the  firft  was  very  averfe,  and  the  latter  irreconcilea- 
ble. 

Difpatches  were  fent  into  Ireland  to  quicken  the 
preparations  there,  which  the  Earl  had  left  in  a  great 
forwardnefs,  under  the  care  of  the  Earl  of  Ormond, 
his  Lieutenant-General  t  moneys  iflfued  out  for  the 
levies  of  horfe  and  foot  there,  and  for  the  making  a 
train  :  all  which  were  as  well  advanced  as,  confider- 
ing  the  general  difcompofure,  could  be  reafonably 
cxpe<5i:ed. 

The  King,  the  Earl  of  Northumberland,  and  the 
Earl  of  Strafford,  thought  they  had  well  provided  for 

the 
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the  worft  in  making  of  the  Lord  Conway  to  be  Gene-^c^'d 
ral  of  the  Horfe  t  a  man  very  dear  to  the  two  Earls  ;  General  of 
•end  indeed,  by  a  very  extraordinary  fate,  he  had  got 
«  very  particular  intereft  and  efteem  in  many  worthy 
men  of  very  different  qualifications.  He  had  been 
bom  a  foldier  in  his  fether^s  gariifon  of  the  Brill^ 
when  he  was  Governor  there ;  and  bred  up,  in  feveral 
commands,  under  the  particular  care  of  the  Lord 
Vere,  whofe  nephew  he  was ;  and  though  he  was  mar- 
ried young,  when  his  father  was  Secretary  of  State, 
there  was  no  a6):ion  of  the  Engliih  either  at  fea  or 
land,  in  which  he  had  not  a  conliderable  command ; 
and  always  preferved  a  more  than  ordinary  reputation, 
in  fpite  of  fame  great  infirmities,  which  ufe  to  be  a 
great  allay  to  the  credit  of  aAive  men  ;  for  he  was  a 
voluptuous  man  in  eating  and  drinking,  and  of  great 
licence  in  all  other  dxceflfes,  and  yet  was  very  accepta- 
ble to  the  fIricSleft  and  the  gravefl  men  of  all  con- 
ditions. And  which  was  ftranger  thlin  all  this,  he  had 
always  (from  his  pleafure,  to  which  his  nature  excef- 
fively  inclined  him,  and  from  his  profeflion,  in  which 
he  was  diligent  enough)  referved  fo  much  tin^  for  his 
books  and  itudy,  that  he  was  well  verfed  in  all  parts 
of  learning,  at  leafl  appeared  like  fuch  a  one  in  all  oc* 
caiions,  and  in  the  beft  companies.  He  was  of  a  very 
pleafant  and  inofFenfive  converfation,  which  made 
him  generally  very  acceptable  :  fo  that  the  Court  be-* 
ing  at;  that  time  fiill  of  fadtion,  very  few  loving  one 
another,  or-thofe  who  reforted  to  any  who  were  not 
loved  by  them,  he  alone  was  even  domeftic  with  all, 
and  not  fufpe6):ed  by  either  of  the  lords  or  the 
ladies  fadtions. 

The  war  was  generally  thought  to  be  as  well  pro- 
Tided  for,  as,  after  the  laft  year's  mifcarriage,  it  could 

be. 
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be,  by  his  being  made  Gdner^  of  tlie  Horfe  ;  and  no 
man  was  more  pleafed  with  it  than  the  Archbilhop  of 
Canterbury,  who  had  contrafted  an  extraordinary  opi- 
nion of  this  man,  and  took  great  delight  in  his  com* 
pany,  he  being  well  able  to  fpeak  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Church,  and  taking  care  to  be  thought  by  him 
a  very  zealous  defender  of  it ;  when  they  who  knew 
him  better,  knew  he  had  no  kind  of  fenfe  of  religion, 
and  thought  all  was  alike.  He  was  fent  down  with 
the  firft  troops  of  horfe  and  foot  which  were  levied, 
to  the  borders  of  Scotland,  to  attend  the  motion  of 
the  enemy,  and  had  a  ftrength  fufficient  to  ftop  them, 
if  they  fhould  attempt  to  pafs  the  river,  which  was 
not  fordable  in  above  one  or  two  places,  there  being 
good  garrifons  in  Berwick  and  Carlifle.  And  in  this 
pofture  he  lay  near  Newburn  in  the  outflcirts  of 
Northumberland. 

Whilft  thefe  things  were  thus  publicly  afted,  pri- 
vate agitations  were  not  lefs  vigoroufly  intended.  The 
treaty  and  pacification  of  the  former  year  had  givea 
an  opportunity  of  forming  correfpondences,  and  con- 
triving defigns,  which  before  had  been  more  clandef- 
tine ;  and  the  late  meeting  in  Parliament  had  brought 
many  together,  who  could  not  otherwife  have  met, 
and  difcovered  humours  and  afFeftions,  which  could 
not  elfe  have  been  fo  eafily  communicated.  The  Court 
was  full  of  faAion  and  animofity,  each  man  more  in- 
tending the  ruin  of  his  adverfary,  and  fatisfying  his 
private  malice,  than  advancing  his  Matter's  fervice,  or 
complying  with  his  public  duty,  and  to  that  purpofe  di- 
re&ing  all  their  endeavours,  and  forming  all  their  in- 
tercourfe ;  whilft  every  man  unwifely  thought  him 
whom  he  found  an  enemy  to  his  enemies,  a  friend  to 
all  his  other  affedlions ;  or  rather  by  the  narrownefs 

of 
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of  his  underftanding,  and  extent  of  his  paflion,  con- 
tradled  all  his  other  afFediions  to  that  one  of  revenge. 
And  by  this  means  thofe  emiifaries  and  agents  for 
the  confufion  which  was  to  follow  were  furnilhcd 
with  opportunity  and  art  to  entangle  all  thofe  (and 
God  knows  they  were  a  great  many)  who  were  tranf- 
ported  with  thofe  vulgar  and  vile  confiderations  : 
cheap,  fenfelefs  libels  were  fcattered  about  the  city, 
and  fixed  upon  gates  and  public  remarkable  places^ 
traducing  and  vilifying  thofe  who  were  in  higheft  truft 
and  employment :  tumults  were  raifed,  and  all  licence 
both  in  adlions  and  words  taken  ;  infomuch  as  a  rab-* 
ble  of  mean,  unknown,  diffolute  perfons,  to  the  number 
offome  thoufands,  attempted  the  houfe  of  the  Lord  a  tumult 
Archbiihop  of  Canterbury  at  Lambeth,  with  open  bcthHoufo] 
profeflion  and  proteftation,  "  that  they  would  tear 
**  him  in  pieces  ;'*  which  (though  one  of  that  rabble,  a 
failor,  was  apprehended  and  executed  in  Southwark, 
upon  an  indidlment  of  high  treafon)  was  fo  juft  a 
caufe  of  terror,  that  the  Archbifhop,  by  the  King's 
command,  lodged  for  fome  days  and  nights  in  White- 
hall ;  which  place  likewife  was  not  uinthreatened  in 
their  feditious  meetings  and  difcourfes.  This  infa- 
mous, fcandalous,  headlefs  infurredtion,  qualhed  by 
the  deferved  death  of  that  one  varlet,  was  not  thought 
to  be  contrived  or  fomented  by  any  perfons  of  qua- 
lity: yet  it  was  difcourfed  after  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  by  Mr.  Strode  (one  of  thofe  Ephori  who 
moft  avowed  the  curbing  and  fuppreffing  of  Majefty) 
with  much  pleafure  and  content ;  and  it  was  men- 
tioned in  the  firft  draught  of  the  firft  remonftranc^ 
(when  the  fame  was  brought  in  by  Mr.  Pym)  not 
without  a  tpuch  of  approbation,  which  was  for  that 

reafon 
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feafon  fomewhat  altered,  though  it  ftill  carried  no- 
thing of  cenfure  upon  it  in  that  piece. 

Things  ftanding  thus  both  in  Court  and  City,  and 
the  Scots  preparing  with  great  induftry  for  invafion, 
and  we,  at  leaft,  for  a  defence,  on  a  fudden  the  Lord 
Lowden  (who  before  was  faid  to  be  committed  for  de- 
iiring  proteftion  and  aid  from  the  French  King^  by  a 
letter  under  his  hand)  was  difcharged  from  his  impri- 
fonment;  without  imparting  th^t  refolution  to  the 
Council ;  and  after  a  few  days  admittance  and  kind 
reception  at  Whitehall,  was  difmiflcd  into  Scotland  j 
his  authority  and  power  with  that  people  being  as  con- 
fiderable  as  any  man's,  and  his  conduft  as  neceflary  for 
the  enterprizes  they  had  in  hand.  This  flratagem  w^ 
never  underftood,  and  was  then  variouHy  fpoken  of; 
many  believing  he  had  undertaken  great  matters  for 
the  King  in  Scotland,  and  to  quiet  that  diftemper : 
others,  that  it  was  an  aft  entirely  compaffed  by  the 
Marquis  of  Hamilton,  who  was  like  to  fland  in  need 
of  great  fupporters,  by  that  extraordinary  obligation 
to  endear  himfelf  with  that  nation  ;  or  to  communi* 
cate  fomewhat  to  that  nation,  if  his  condition  before 
were  fo  good  that  it  needed  no  endearment.  They 
who  publiflied  their  thoughts  leaft,  made  no  fcruplc 
of  faying,  "  that  if  the  policy  were  good  and  necefla- 
**  ry  of  his  firft  commitment,  it  feemed  as  juft  and 
"  prudent  to  have  continued  him  in  that  reftraint.** 

The  progrefs  in  jthe  King's  advance  for  Scotland 
was  exceedingly  hindered  by  the  great  and  dangerous 
ficknefs  of  the  Earl  of  Northumberland  the  General, 
whofe  recovery  was  either  totally  defpaired  of  by  the 
Phyfician,  or  pronounced  to  be  expefted  very  (low- 
ly ;  fo  that  there  would  be  no  poffibility  for  him  to 

perform 
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perform  the  fervice  of  the  north  :  whereupon,  he  fent 
t30  the  King,  to  defire  that  he  would  make  choice  of  • 
another  GeneraL  x\nd  though  the  Lord  Conwuy  in' 
all  his  letters  fent  advertifement,  "  that  the  Scots  had 
*'  not  advanced  their  preparations  to  that  degree,  that 
**  they  would  be  able  to  march  that  year,"  yet  the 
King  had  much  better  intelligence  that  they  were  in 
readinefs  to  move ;  and  fo  concluded,  that  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  fend  another  General ;  and  defigned  the 
Earl  of  Strafford  for  that  command,  and  to  leave  the 
forces  in  Ireland,  which  were  raifed  to  make  a  diver- 
fion  in  Scotland,  to  be  governed  by  the  Earl  of  Or- 
mond.  The  Earl  of  Strafford  was  fcarce  recovered 
from  a  great  licknefs,  yet 'was  willing  to  undertake  the 
charge,  out  of  pure  indignation  to  fee  how  few  men  ' 
were  forward  to  ferve  the  King  with  that  vigour  of 
mind  they  ought  to  do ;  but  knowing  well  the  ma* 
liciou^efigns  which  wcfe  contrived  againfl  himfelf, 
he  would  rather  ferve  as  Lieutenant-General  under 
the  Earl  of  Northumberland,  than  that  he  Ihould  re^ 
fign  hia  commif&on  :  and  fo,  with  and  under  that 
qtalificatiofl,  he  made  all  poffible  hafte  towards  the 
north,  befofe  he  had  flrength  enougii  for  the  journey. 

But  before  he  could  arrive  with  the  army,  that  in- The  Lord 
&mous  irreparable  rout  at  Newburn  was  fallen  out  ;'rom^*at 
where  the  enemy  marched  at  a  time  and  place,  whea^^^^""^* 
and  where  they  wcr^  expcfted^  through  a  river  deep- 
though  fordable,  and  up  a  hill,  where  our  army  was 
ranged  to  receive  them:  through  thofe  difficulties  and 
difadrantages,  without  giving  or  taking  any  blows,  (for 
the -five  or  fix  men  of  ours  who  were  killed^  fell  by 
their  cannon,  before  the  pafling  of  the  river),  they  put 
bur  whole  army  to  the  moil  fhamcful  and  confound*' 
ing flight  that  was  ever  heard  of;  our  foot  making- 
.   yoi-.  I.  a  no 
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no  lefs  haftc  from  Newcaftlc,  than  our  horfe  fronr 
Newburn ;  both  leaving  the  honour,  and  a  great  deal 
of  the  wealth  of  the  kingdom^  ariiing  from  the  coal^ 
mines,  to  thofe  who  had  not  confidence  enough  (not- 
withftanding  the  evidence  they  had  feen  of  our  fear)' 
to  poffefs  that  town  in  two  days  after  i  not  believing 
it  poflible  that  fuch  a  place,  which  was  able  to  have 
maintained  the  war  alone  fome  time,  could  be  fo 
kindly  quitted  to  them  :  the  Lord  Conway  never  af- 
ter turning  his  face  towards  the  enemy,  or  doing  any 
thing  like  a  commander^  though  his  troops  were 
quickly  brought  together  again,  without  the  lofs  of  ^ 
,  dozen  men,  and  were  fo  afhamed  of  their  flight,  that 
they  were  very  willing  as  well  as  able  to  have  takea 
what  revenge  they  would  upon  the  enemy,  who  were 
poiTeired  with  all  the  fears  imaginable,  and  would 
hardly  believe  their  own  fuccefs,  till  they  were  ailhred 
that  the  Lord  Conway  with  all  his  army  refted  quietly 

The  Scots  in  Durham,  and  then  they  prefumed  to  enter  int(^ 

N^cam^  Newcaftle. 

JBut  it  feemcd  afterwards  to  be  a  fuQ  vindication  oC 
the  honour  of  the  nation,  that,  from  this  infamous 
defeat  at  Newburn,  to  the  laft  entire  conqueft  of  Scot« 
land  by  Cromwell,  the  Scots  army  fcarce  performed 
one  lignal  adlion  againft  the  Englifh,  but  were  always 
beaten  by  great  inequality  of  numbers  as  oft  as  they 
encountered^  if  they  were  not  fupported  by  Englifli 
troops. 

In  this  pofture  the  £arl  of  Strafford  found  the  army 
about  Durham,  bringing  with  him  a  body  much 
brbken  with  his  late  ficknefs,  which  was  not  clearly 
fliaken  off,  and  a  mind  and  temper  confefHng  the 
dregs  of  it,  which  being  marveljoufly  provoked  and 
ififlamed  with  indignation  at  the  late  difhonour,  ren^ 
f  dered 
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dered  him  lefs  gracious^  that  is,  lefs  inclined  to  make 
himfelf  fo,  to  the  officers,  upon  his  iirft  entrance  into 
his  charge ;  it  may  be,  in  that  ma(s  of  diforder,  not 
quickly  difcerning  to  whom  kindnefs  and  refpedl  was 
juftly  due.  But  thofe  who  by  this  time  no  doubt 
were  retained  for  that  purpofe,  took  that  opportunity 
to  incenfe  the  army  againft  him ;  and  to  far  prevailed 
in  it,  that  in  a  Diort  time  it  was  more  enflamed  againft 
him  than  againft  the  enemy  ;  and  was  willing  to  have 
their  want  of  courage  imputed  to  excefs  of  con- 
fcience,  and  that  their  being  not  fatisfied  in  the 
grounds  of  the  quarrel  was  the  only  caufe  that  they 
fought  no  better.  In  this  indifpofition  in  all  parts, 
the  Earl  found  it  neceffary  to  retire  with  the  army  to 
the  Ikitts  of  Yorklhire,  and  himfelf  to  York,  (whither  The  King's 
the  King  was  to  come),  leaving  Northumberland  andcmtUsto. 
the  bifliopric  of  Durham  to  be  poffeffed  by  the  yic-'^*''^^*''^ 
tors  ;  who  being  abundantly  fatisfied  with  what  they 
never  hoped  to  poiTefs,  made  no  hafte  to  advance 
their  new  conquefts. 

It  was  very  much  wondered  at,  that  the  Earl  of 
Strafford,  upon  his  firft  arrival  at  the  army,  called  no 
perfons  to  a  council  of  war  for  that  Ihameful  bufinefs 
of  Newburn,  or  the  more  fhameful  quitting  of  New- 
caftle,  (where  were  not  ten  barrels  of  miifquet-bul- 
lets,  nor  moulds  to  make  any ;  the  enemy  having 
been  long  expefted  there,  and  our  army  not  lefs  than 
a  month  in  that  town  ;  time  enough,  if  nothing  had 
been  done  before,  to  have  made  that  place  tenable  for 
a  longer  time  than  it  couid  have  been  diftreffed.) 
Whether  the  Earl  fawthat  it  would  not  have  been  in 
his  power  to  have  proceeded  .finally  and  exemplarily 
»pon  that  inquifition,  and  therefore  chofe  rather  not 
to  enter  upon  it  -,  or  ivhetlVer  he  found  the  guilt  to  be 

a  4  ib 
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fo  involved,  that  though  fome  were  more  obnoxious, 
few  were  unfaulty ;  or  whether  he  plainly  difcemed 
to  what  the  whole  tended,  and  fo  would  not  trouble 
himfelf  further  in  difcovering  of  that,  which,  inftead 
of  a  reproach,  might  prove  a  benefit  to  the  perfons. 
concerned ;  I  know  not :  but  public  examination  it 
never  had. 

The  Scots  needed  not  now  advance  their  progrefs  i 
their  game  was  in  the  hands  (no  prejudice  to  their 
fkill)  of  better  gamefters.  Befides,  they  were  not 
to  make  the  leaft  inroad,  or  to  do  the  leaft  trefpafs  to 
their  neighbours  of  Yorkfliire ;  who  were  as  folici<* 
tous,  that,  by  any  accefs  or  concurrence  of  the  ftrength 
of  that  large  county,  they  Ihould  not  be  driven  far- 
ther back ;  and  therefore,  inftead  of  drawing  their 
trained  bands  together  (which  of  themfelves  would 
have  been  a  greater  or  better  army  than  was  to  con- 
tend with  them)  to  defend  their  county,  or  the  perfon 
of  the  King  then  with  them,  they  prepared  petitions 
of  advice  and  good  counfel  to  him  to  call  a  Parlia^ 
ment,  and  to  remove  all  other  grievances  but  the 
Scots.  At  the  fame  time  fome  Lords  from  London  (of 
known  and  fince  publifhed  afFedlions  to  that  inva- 
fion)  attended  his  Majefty  at  York  with  a  petition, 
figned  by  others,  eight  or  ten  in  the  whok,  who  were 
craftily  perfuaded  by  the  liegers  there,  Mr.  Pym, 
Mr.  Hambden,  and  Mr.  Saint-John,  to  concur  in  it^ 
being  full  of  duty  and  modefty  enough;  without  con- 
lidering,  that  nothing  elfe  at  that  time  could  have 
done  mifchief ;  and  fo  fufFered  themfelves  to  be  made 
jnftruments  towards  thofe  ends,  which  in  truth  they 
abhorred. 

In  thefe  diftradlions  and  difcompofures,  between  an 
enemy  proud  and^  infolent  in  fuccefs,  an  army  cor- 
rupted. 
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nipted,  or  at  leaft  difheartened,  a  county  mutinous 
and  inclined  to  the  rebels,  at  leaft  not  inclined  to  re- 
duce them,  and  a  Court  infeded  with  all  three,  the 
King  could  not  but  find  himfelf  in  great  ftraits  ;  be- 
fides  that  his  treafure,  which  had  hitherto  kept  that 
which  was  beft  from  being  worfe,  was  quite  fpent. 
The  raifing  and  difbanding  the  firft  army  fo  unfortu- 
nately and  wretchedly,  had  coft  full  three  huqdred 
thoufand  pounds,  which  the  good  hufbandry  of  the 
minifters  of  the  revenue  had  treafured  up  for  an  emer- 
gent occafion;  and  the  borrowing  fo  much  money 
for  the  raifing  and  fupplying  this  latter  army  had 
drawn  afiignments  and  anticipations  upon  the  revenue 
to  that  degree,  that  there  was  not  left  wherewithal  to 
defray  the  neceflary  expence  of  the  King's  houfehold. 
A  Parliament  would  not  be  eafily  thought  of,  on  this 
confideration,  that  it  could  not  come  together  fpee- 
dily  enough  to  prevent  that  mifchief,  to  which  it 
fliould  be  chiefly  applied :  for  if  we  were  not  then  in 
a  condition  to  defend  ourfelves,  in  forty  days  (the 
fooneft  a  Parliament  could  meet)  an  army  elate  with 
viftory,  when  no  town  was  fortified,  or  pafs  fecured, 
might  run  X)ver  the  kingdom  5  efpecially  the  peoplq 
being  every  where  fo  like  to  bid  them  welcome. 

A  new  invention  (not  before  heard  of,  that  is,  fo  a  great 

.  ,  r^•r-l•/«  i  ii     Council  of 

old,  that  It  had  not  been  practiled  m  lome  hundreds  the  Peers 
of  years)  was  thought  of,  to  call  a  great  Council  of  all  ["y^"^ 
the  Peers  of  England  to  meet  and  attend  his  Majefty 
at  York,  that  by  their  advice  that  great  affair  might 
be  the  more  profperoufly  managed.  Whether  it  was 
then  conceived,  that  the  honour  of  the  King  and 
kingdom  being  fo  vifibly  upon  the  ftage,  thofe 
branches  of  honour,  which  could  not  outlive  the  root, 
would  undoubtedly  rcfcue  and  preferve  it ;  or  whe- 

a  3  ther 
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tlier  it  was  believed,  that  upon  fo  extraordinary  aii 
occalion  the  Peers  would  fuffice  to  raife  money ;  as 
it  was  in  that  meeting  propofed  by  one  of  them, 
"  That  they  might  give  fublidies  :'*  whether  the  ad- 
vice was  given  by  thofe  who  had  not  the  confidence 
in  plain  terms  to  propofe  a  Parliament,  but  were  con- 
fident that  would  produce  one ;  or  whether  a  Parlia- 
ment was  then  refolved  on,  and  they  called  to  be 
obliged  by  it,  and  fo  to  be  obliged  to  fome  fober  un- 
dertaking in  it;  or  what  other  ground  or  intention 
there  was  of  that  Council,  was  never  known :  or  whe- 
ther indeed  it  was  refolved  out  of  trouble  and  agony 
of  afflifted  thoughts,  becaufe  no  other  way  occurred  i 
but  fuch  a  refolution  was  taken,  and  writs  immediately 
iflued  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England  to  all  the 
iPeers  to  attend  his  Majefty  at  York  within  twenty 
days ;  and  preparations  were  made  in  all  places  ac»- 
cordingly. 
The  ftatc  Whilft  the  Lords  are  on  their  way  thither,  it  will 
Court  at  not  bc  amifs  to  confider  the  general  ftite  of  affairs  in 
time,  ^j^^^  ^j^^^  ^^ J  ^j^^  perfons  to  whom  the  managing  the 

public  bufinefs  was  principally  then,  and  for  fome 
time  had  been,  rntrufted  ;  that  fo,  upon  view  of  tht 
materials,  we  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  guefs  how 
thofe  dexterous  workmen  were  like  to  employ  them- 

^  felves.     It  hath  been  faid  already,  that,  upon  the  dit 

folution  of  the  Parliament  but  four  months  before, 
the  Lords  of  the  Council  beftirred  themfclves  in  le- 
vying the  Ship-money,  and  lending  great  fums  of  mo** 
ney  for  the  war. 

The  Con.      The  Convocation-Houfe  (the  regular  and  legal  af- 

vocation  .  /«  •  .       . 

continued  femblmg  of  the  Clergy)  cuftomarily  beginning  arid 
ParHamcnt;  ending  with  Parliaments,  was,  aft«r  the  determination 
m>M?  ^"  o(  the  laft,  by  a  new  writ  continued,  and  fatt  for  the 

fpaco 
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fpace  of  above  a  month  under  the  proper  title  of  a 
Synod ;  made  canons,  which  was  thought  it  might 
do ;  and  gave  fublidies  out  of  Parliament,  and  en- 
joined oath$,  which  certainly  it  might  not  do :  in  a 
word,  did  many  things,  which  in  the  beft  of  times 
might  have  been  queftioned,  and  therefore  were  fure 
to  be  condemned  in  the  woril ;  (what  fuel  it  was  to 
the  fire  that  enfued,  (hall  be  mentioned  in  its  place) ; 
and  drew  the  fame  prejudice  upon  the  whole  body  of 
the  Clergy,  to  which  before  only  fome  few  Clergymen 
were  expofed. 

The  Papifts  had  for  many  years  enjoyed  a  great '^«?*p»^*' 
calm,  being  upon  the  matter  abfolved  from  the  fe- boWnefs 
vereft  parts  of  the  law,  and  difpenfed  with  for  the  time, 
gentleft  ;  and  were  grown  only  a  part  of  the  revenue, 
without  any  probable  danger  of  being  ma4e  a  facri- 
fice  to  the  law.  They  were  looked  upon  as  good 
fubjedls  at  Court,  and  as  good  neighbours  in  the 
Country  ;  all  the  reftraints  and  reproaches  of  former 
times  being  forgotten.  But  they  were  not  prudent 
managers  of  this  {wofperity,  being  too  elate  and  tranf- 
ported  with  the  protedion  and  connivance  they  re- 
ceived :  though  I  am  perfuaded  their  numbers  in- 
creaied  not,  their  pomp  and  boldnefs  did  to  that  de- 
gree, that,  as  if  they  afFe6led  to  be  thought  dangerous 
to  the  State,  they  appeared  more  publicly,  entertained 
and  urged  conferences  more  avowedly,  than  had  been 
before  known:  they  reforted  at  common  hours  to 
mafs  to  Somerfet  Houfe,  and  returned  thence  in  great 
multitudes,  with  the  fame  barefacednefs  as  others 
came  from  the  Savoy  or  other  neighbour  churches  : 
they  attempted  and  fometimes  obtained  profelytes  of 
weak  uninformed  ladies,  with  fuch  circumftances  as 
provoked  the  rage  and  deftroycd  the  charity  of  great 

a  4  and 
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and  powerful  families,  which  longed  for  their  fup- 
preffion;:  they  grew  not  only  feoret  gontrivers,  but 
public  profefled  promoters  of,  and  minifters  in,  the 
moft  odious  and  the  moft  grievous  projects :  as  in 
that  of  foap,  formed,  framed,  and  executed,  by  almoft 
a  corporation  of  that  religion ;  which,  under  that  li- 
cence and  notion,  might  be,  and  were  fufpefted  to 
be,  qualified  for  other  agitations.  The  priefts,  and 
fuch  as  were  in  orders,  (orders  that  in  themfelvcs  were 
,  puniftiablc  by  death),  were  departed  from  their  for- 
mer modefty  and  fear,  and  were  as  willing  to  be 
known  as  to  be  hearkened  to  ;  infomuch  as  a  Jefuit 
at  Paris,  who  was  coming  for  England,  had  the  bold- 
nefs  to.  vifit  the  ambaflador  there,  who  knew  him  to 
be  fuch,  and,  offering  his  fervice,  acquainted  him 
with  his  journey,  as  if  there  had  been  no  laws  there 
for  his  reception.  And  for  the  moft  invidious  pro- 
tection and  countenance  of  that  whole  party,  a  public 
agent  from  Rome  (firft  Mr.  Con,  a  Scottifh-man ;  and 
after  him  the  Count  of  Rofetti,  an  Italian)  refided  at 
London  in  great  port ;  publicly  vifited  the  Court ; 
and  was  avowedly  reforted  to  by  the  Catholics  of  all 
.conditions,  over  whom  he  affumed  a  particular  jurif- 
dicftion  ;  and  was  carefled  and  prefented  magnificent- 
ly by  the  ladies  of  honour,  who  inclined  to  that  pro- 
feilion.  They  had  likewife,  with  more  noife  and  va- 
nity than  prudence  would  have  admitted,  made  pub- 
lic coUeAions  of  money  to  a  confiderable  fum,  upon 
fome  recommendations  from  the  i^ueen,  and  to  be  by 
her  Majefly  prefented  as  a  freewill-offering  from  his 
Roman- Catholic  fubjeAs  to  the  King,  for  the  carry- 
ing on  the  war  againft  the  Scots ;  which  drew  upon 
them  the  rage  of  that  nation,  with  little  devotion  and 
reverence  to  the  Queen  herfelf ;  as  if  Ihe  defired  to 

fup- 
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fupprefs  the  Proteftant  religion  in  one  kingdom  as 
well  as  the  other,  by  the  arms  of  the  Roman  Catholics^ 
To  conclude,  they  carried  themfelvcs  fo,  as  if  they 
had  been  fuborned  by  the  Scots  to  root  out  their  own 
religion. 

The  bulk  and  burthen  of  the  State  affairs,  whereby  Thcpcrfont 
the  envy  attended  them  likewife,  lay  principally  upon  pofmg  the 
the  fhoulders  of  the  Lord  Archbilhop  of  Canterbury,  ^^J^"** 
the  Earl  of  Strafford,  and  the  Lord  Cottington  ;  fomc 
others  being  joined  to  them,  as  the  Earl  of  Northum- 
berland for  ornament,  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  London  for 
his  place,  being  Lord  High  Treafurer  of  England,  the 
two  Secretaries,  Sir  Henry  Vane  and  Sir  Francis  Win* 
debank,  for  fervice  and  communication  of  intelligence ; 
only  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton  indeed,  by  his  fkill 
and  interefl,  bore  as  great  a  part  as  he  had  a  mind  to 
do»  and  had  the  fkill  to  meddle  no  farther  than  he  had 
a  mind.  Thefe  perfons  made  up  the  Committee  of 
State,  (which  was  reproachfully  after  called  the  Jun£h, 
and  envioufly  then  in  the  Court  the  Cabinet  Council) y 
who  were  upon  all  occafions,  when  the  Secretaries  re- 
ceived any  extraordinary  intelligence,  or  were  to  make 
any  extraordinary  difpatch,  or  as  often  otherwife  as  was 
thought  fit,  to  meet:  whereas  the  body  of  the  Council 
obferved  fet  days  and  hours  for  their  meeting,  and 
came  not  elfe  together  except  fpecially  fummohed. 

But,  as  I  faid  before,  the  weight  and  the  envy  of  all  The  Arch. 
great  matters  refled  upon  the  three  firft.    The  Arch-  can°cr- 
bifhop,  befides  the  fole  difpofal  of  whatfoever  con-^"'^* 
cerned  the  Church,  which  was  an  invidious  province, 
having  been  from  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Portland 
(at  which   time  he  was  made  Commiflioner  of  the 
Treafury)  more  engaged  in  the  civil  bufinefs,  than  I 
'am  perfuaded  he  defired  to  be  ^  and  throughout  the 

whole 
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whole  bufincfe  pailionately  concerned  for  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  and  fo,  converfant  in  thofe  tranfadkions : 
by  all  which  means,  befides  that  he  had  ufually  about 
him  an  uncourtly  quicknefs,  if  not  fharpnefs,  and  did 
not  fufficiently  value  what  men  faid  or  thought  of 
him ;  a  more  than  ordinary  prejudice  and  uncharita- 
blenefs  was  contrafted  againft  him ;  to  which  the 
new  canons,  and  the  circumftances  in  making  them, 
made  no  fmall  addition. 
"The  Earl  of  The  Earl  of  Strafford  had  for  the  fpace  of  almoft 
strafibrd.  ^^  years  entirely  governed  Ireland,  where  he  had  been 
compelled,  upon  reafon  of  ftate,  to  exercife  many  afts 
of  power ;  and  had  indulged  fome  to  his  own  appetite 
and  pailion,  as  in  the  cafes  of  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  the  Lord  Mount-Norris ;  the  firft  of  which  was 
fails  fro  vnperio;  but  the  latter,  if  it  had  not  concerned 
a  perfon  notorioufly  unbeloved,  and  fo  the  more  un« 
pitied,  would  have  been  thought  the  mofi:  extravagant 
piece  of  fovereignty,  that  in  a  <ime  of  peace  had 
been  ever  executed  by  any  fubjeft.  When  and  why 
he  was  called  out  of  Ireland  to  ailifl:  in  cmmcil  here, 
I  have  touched  before.  He  was  a  man  of  too  high 
and  fevere  a  deportmeftt,  and  too  great  a  contemner 
of  ceremony,  to  have  many  friends  at  Court,  and 
therefore  could  not  but  have  enemies  enough:  he  had 
two  that  profelTed  it,  the  Earl  of  Holland,  and  Sir 
Henry  Vane  :  the  firft  could  never  forget  or  forgive  a 
iharp  fudden  faying  of  his,  (for  I  cannot  call  it  coun* 
fel  or  advice),  when  there  bad  been  fome  difference  a 
few  years  before  between  his  Lordfhip  and  the  Lord 
Wefton,  in  the  managing  whereof  the  Earl  of  Hol- 
land was  confined  to  his  houfe,  ^'  That  the  King 
'^  ihould  do  well  to  cut  off  his  head  :"  which  had 
been  aggravated  (if  fuch  an  injury  were  capable  of 

aggravation) 
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mggfavation)  by  a  fucceflion  of  difcountenances  mu- 
tually performed  between  them  to  that  time.  Sir  Henry 
Vane  had  not  far  to  look  back  to  the  time  that  the 
Earl  had  with  great  earneftnefs  oppofed  his  being 
made  Secretary,  and  prevailed  for  above  a  month's  de- 
lay; which,  though  it  was  done  with  great  reafon  and 
juftice  by  the  Earl,  on  the  behalf  of  an  old  fellow- 
fervant,  and  his  very  good  friend  Sir  John  Coke,  (who 
was  to  be,  and  afterwards  was,  removed  to  let  him  in), 
yet  the  juftice  to  the  one  leflened  not  the  fenfe  of  un- 
kindnefs  to  the  other :  after  which,  or  about  the  fame 
time,  (which  it  may  be  made  the  other  to  be  the  more 
virulently  remembered)  being  to   be  made  Earl  of 
Strafford,  he  would  needs  in  that  patent  have  a  new 
creation  of  a  Barony,  and  was  made  Baron  of  Raby,  a 
houfe  belonging  to  Sir  Henry  Vane,  and  an  honour 
he  made  account  fhould  belong  to  himfelf;  which  was 
an  aft  of  the  moft  unnecefTary  provocation  (though 
he  contemned  the  man  with  marvellous  fcorn)  that  I 
have  known,  and  I  believe  was  the  chief  occalion  of 
the  lofs  of  his  head.    To  thefe  a  third  adverfary  (like 
to  be  more  pernicious  than  the  other  two)  was  added, 
the  Earl  of  EfTex,  naturally  enough  difinclined  to  his 
perfon,  his  power,  and  his  parts,  upon  fome  rough 
carriage  of  the  Earl  of  Str^ord's  towards  the  late  Earl 
of  Saint  Alban's,  to  whom  he  had  a  friendship,  and 
therefore   openly  profefled  to  be  revenged,    Laftly, 
he  had  an  enemy  more  terrible  than  all  the  other, 
and  like  to  be  more  fatal,  the  whole  Scottiih  nation, 
provoked  by  the  declaration  he  had  procured  of  Ire- 
land, and  fome  high  carriage  and  expreflions  of  his 
agiunft  them  in  that  kingdom.    So  that  he  had  reafon 
to  expe<%  as  hard  meafure  from  fuch  popular  councils 
as  be  faw  were  like  to  be  in  requeft,  as  all  thpfe  difad^ 

vantages 
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rantages  could  create  towards  him.     And  yet  n6 
doubt  his  confidence  was  fo  great  in  himfelf,  and  in 
the  form  of  juftice,  (which  he  could  not  fufpeft  would 
be  fo  totally  confounded),  that  he  never  apprehended 
a  greater  cenfure  than  a  fequeftration  from  all  public 
employments,  in  which  it  is  probable  he  had  abun- 
dant fatiety :  and  this  confidence  could  not  have  pro- 
ceeded (confidering  the  full  knowledge  he  had  of  his 
judges)  but  from  a  proportionable  flock  of,  and  fatif- 
fa(5lion  in,  his  own  innocence. 
The  Lord       The  Lord  Cottington,  though  he  was  a  very  wife 
tington.  j^^^^  y^  having  fpent  the  greateft  part  of  his  life  in 
Spain,and  fo  having  been  always  fubjeft  to  the  unpopu- 
lar imputation  of  being  of  the  Spanifh  faction,  indeed 
was  better  ikilled  to  make  his  Mailer  great  abroad, 
than  gracious  at  home  ;  and  being  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  from  the  time  of  the  diflblution  of  the 
Parliament  in  the  fourth  year,  had  his  hand  in  many 
hard  Ihifts  for  money  ;  and  had  the  difadvantage  of 
being  fufpe(5led  at  leaft  a  favourer  cff  the  papifts, 
(though  that  religion  thought  itfelf  nothing  behold- 
ing to  him),  by  which  he  was  in  great  umbrage  with 
the  people  :  and  then  though  he  were  much  lefs  hated 
than  either  of  the  other  two,  and  the  lefs,  becaufe 
there  was  nothing  of  kindnefs  between  the  Archbi* 
ihop  and  him  ;  and  indeed  very  few  particulars  of  mo- 
ment could  be  proved  againft  him:  yet  there  were 
two  objedlions  againft  him,  which  rendered  him  as 
odious  as  any  to  the  great  reformers ;  the  one,  that  he 
was  not  to  be  reconciled  to  or -made  ufe  of  in  any  of 
their  defigns  ;  the  other,  that  he  had  two  good  of» 
fices,  without  the  having  of  which  their  reformation 
could  not  be  perfect ;  for  befides  being  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  he  was  likewifc  Maftcr  of  the  Wards,  • 

and 
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jind  had  raifed  the  revenue  of  that  Court  to  the  King 
to  be  much  greater  than  it  had  ever  been  before  hil 
adminiftration  ;  by  which  hufbahdry,  all  the  rich  fa-* 
milies  of  England,  of  Noblemen  and  Gentlemen,  were 
exceedingly  incenfed,  and  even  indevoted  to  the 
Crown,  looking  upon  what  the  law  had  intended  for 
their  prefervation,  to  be  now  applied  to  their  deiiruc* 
tion  J  and  therefore  refolved  to  take  the  firft  opportu- 
nity to  ravilh  that  jewel  out  of  the  royal  diadem, 
though  it  were  fattened  there  by  the  known  law,  upon 
9S  unqueftionable  a  right,  as  tlie  fubjedl  enjoyed  any 
thing  that  was  moft  his  own. 

The  Marquis  of  Hamilton,  if  he  had  been  then  The  Mar- 
weighed  in  -the  fcales  of  the  people's  hatred,  was  atH^tiion. 
that  time  thought  to  be  in  greater  danger  than  any 
pnc  of  the  other ;  for  he  had  more  enemies,  and  fewer 
friends,  in  Court  or  Country,  than  any  of  the  other* 
His  intereft  in  the  King's  affedlion  was  at  leafi*  equal, 
and  thought  to  be  fuperior  to  any  man's ;  and  he 
Jiad  received  as  invidious  inflances,  and  marks  of 
thofe  affections.  He  had  more  outfaced  the  law  in 
bold  projects  and  preffures  upon  the  people,  than  any 
other  man  dorft  have  prefumed  to  do,  as  efpecially  in 
the  projeifts  of  wine  and  iron ;  about  the  laft  of  which, 
and  the  moft  grofs,  he  had  a  Iharp  conteft  with  the 
Lord  Coventry,  (who  was  a  good  wreftler  too),  and  at 
laft  compelled  him  to  let  it  pafs  the  feal :  the  entire 
profit  of  which  always  reverted  to  himfelf,  and  to 
fuch  as  were  his  penfioners.  He  had  been  the  fole 
manager  of  the  bufinefs  of  Scotland  till  the  pacifica- 
tion ;  the  readieft  man,  though  then  abfent,  to  advife 
that  pacification,  and  the  moft  vifible  author  of  the 
breach  of  it.  Laftly,  the  difcoveries  between  the  Lord 
Mackey  and  David  Rg^mfay,  by  which  the  Marquis 

was 
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was  accufed  of  defigning  to  make  hioifelf  King  of 
Scotland^  were  freih  in  many  men^s  memories,  and  the 
late  pafTages  in  that  kingdom  had  revived  it  in  others; 
fo  that  he  might  reafonably.have  expelled  as  ill  aprcr 
fage  for  himfelf  from  thofe  fortune-tellers,  as  the  moft 
melancholic  of  the  other :  but  as  he  had  been  always 
moft  careful  and  folicitous  for  himfelf,  fo  he  was  moft 
likely  to  be  ^preheniive  on  his  own  behalf,  and  to 
provide  accordingly. 

And  here  I  cannot  omit  a  ftory,  which  I  received 
from  a  very  good  hand,  by  which  his  great  fubtilty 
and  induflry  for  himfelf  may  appear,  and  was  indeed 
as  great  a  piece  of  art  (if  it  were  art)  as  I  believe  will 
be  found  amongil  the  modern  politicians.  After  the 
calling  the  Council  of  the  Peers  at  York  was  refolvcd 
upon,  and  a  little  before  the  time  of  their  appearance^ 
the  Marquis  came  to  the  King,  and  with  fome  cloudi- 
nefs  (which  was  not  unnatural)  and  trouble  in  bis 
countenance,  he  delired  his  Majefty  to  give  him  leave 
to  travel :  the  King  furprifed  was  equally  troubled  at 
It,  and  demanded  his  reafon  :  he  told  him,  *^  He  well 
^*  forefaw  a  Itorm,  in  which  his  Ihipwreck  was  moft 
"  probable  amongft  others ;  and  that  he,  never  hav<- 
*^  ing  any  thing  before  his  eyes  but  his  Majefty's  fer- 
*^  vice,  or  in  his  vows,  but  an  entire  iimple  obedience 
^^  to  his  commands,  might  happily,  by  his  own  unikil- 
*'  fulnefs  in  what  was  fit  by  any  other  rule,  be  more 
<*  obnoxious  than  other  men ;  and  therefore,  that, 
**  with  his  Majefty*s  leave,  he  would  withdraw  him- 
*'  felf  from  the  hazard  at  leaft  of  that  tempeft."  The 
King,  moft  gracioufly  inclined  to  him,  bid  him  "  be 
**  moft  confident,  that  though  he  might  (which  he 
<*  was  refolved  to  do)  gratify  his  people  with  any  rea- 
*^  fonable  indulgence^  he  would  never  £ul  his. good 

'•  fer- 
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^  (ervants  in  that  protedtion  which  they  had  equal 

**  reafon  to  expedl  from  him/*    The  Marquis  with 

fome  qvucknefs  replied,  "  that  the  knowledge  of  that 

**  gracious  diKpolition  in  his  Majefty  was  the  princi-^ 

^^  pal  caufe  that  he  befought  leave  to  be  abfent ;  and 

^^  that  otherwife  he  would  not  fo  far  defert  his  own 

**  innocence,  which  he  was  fure  could  be  only  fullicd 

f^  and  difcredited  with  infirnjities  and  indifcretions, 

'^  not  tainted  or  defaced  with   defign  and  malice. 

^  But  (faid  he)  I  know  your  Majefty*s  goodnefs  will 

**  interpofe  for  me  to  your  own  prejudice  :  and  1  will 

^  rather  run  any  fortime,  from  whence  I  may  again 

«*  return  to  ferve  you,  than  be  (as  I  forefee  I  Ihouid  be) 

*^  fo  immediate  a  caufe  of  damage  and  mifchief  to  fo 

"  royal  a  Mafter."     He  told  him,  ^*  that  he  knew 

**  there  were  no  lefs  fetal  arrows  aimed  at  the  Arch- 

'^  biihop  of  Canterbury  and  the  Eari  of  Strafford  than 

'*  at  himfelf ;  and  that  he  had  advertifed  the  firft,  and 

^^  advifed  the  laft,  to  take  the  fame  courfe  of  with* 

'^  drawing.whereby  he  meant  to  fecure  himfelf :  but 

"  (he  faid)  the  Earl  was  too  great-hearted  to  fear,  and 

'*  he  doubted  the  other  was  too  bold  to  fly." 

The  King  was  much  difturbed  with  the  probability 
and  reafon  of  what  was  laud ;  which  the  other  as  foon 
obferving,  "  There  is  (f;ud  he)  one  way  by  which  I 
*^  might  fecure  myfelf  without  leaving  the  kingdom, 
'*  and  by  which  your  Majefty,  as  thefe.  times  are  like 
**  to  go,  might  receive  fome  ad^^antage :  but  it  is  fo 
^>  contrary  to  my  nature,  and  will  be  fo  fcandalousto 
*'  my  honour  in  the  opinion  of  men,  that,  for  my  own, 
♦*  part,  I  had  rather  run  my  fortune."  His  Majefty, 
glad  that  fuch  an  expedient  might  be  found  (as  being 
unwilling  to  hazard  his  fafety  againft  fo  much  reafon 
as  had  been  fpoken,  by  compelling  him  to  ftay ;  and 

as 
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as  unwilling,  by  fuffering  him  to  go^  to  confefs  an  ap* 
prehenfion  that  he  might  be  impofed  upon)  impa* 
tiently  alked,  "  What  that  way  was  ?"  The  Marquis 
rcpUed,  "  That  he  might  endear  himfelf  to  the  other 
*^  party  by  promifing  his  fervice  to  them,  and  feem- 
^^  ing  to  concur  with  them  in  opinions  and  deligns  ; 
^*  the  which  he  had  reafon  to  believe  the  principal 
**  perfons  would  not  be  averfe  to,  m  hope  that  his 
"  fuppofed  intereft  in  his  Majefty's  opinion  might  be 
^*  looked  upon  as  of  moment  to  them  for  their  parti- 
"  cular  recommendations.  But,  he  (aid,  this  he  knew 
*^  would  be  looked  upon  with  fo  much  jealoufy  by 
^^  other  men,  and  fhortly  with  that  reproach,  that  he 
*^  might  by  degrees  be  leflened  even  in  his  Majcfty's 
**  own  truft ;  and  therefore  it  was  a  province  he  had 
*^  no  mind  to  undertake  :'*  and  fo  renewed  his  fuit 
again  very  earneftly  for  leave  to  travel. 

The  King,  for  the  reafons  aforefaid,  much  delighted 
with  this  expedient,  and  believing  likewife,  that  in. 
truth  he  might  by  this  means  frequently  receive  in- 
formations of  great  ufe,  and  having  a  Angular  efteem 
of  the  fidelity  and  afFedion  of  the  Marquis,  told  him 
pofitively,  ^«  That  he  Ihould  not  leave  him  ;  that  he 
"  was  not  only  contented,  but  commanded  him  to  in- 
^^  gratiate  himfelf  by  any  means  with  the  other  peo- 
"  pie  i"  and  afTurcd  him  "  that  it  fliould  not  be  ia 
"'  any  body's  power  to  inftife  the  leaft  jealoufy  of  him 
^^  into  his  royal  breaft.'*  The  which  refolution  his 
Majefty  obferved  fo  conftantly,  that  the  other  en- 
joyed the  liberty  of  doing  whatfoever  he  found  necef- 
fary  for  his  own  behoof;  and  with  wonderful  craft 
and  low  condefcenfions  to  the  ends  and  the  appetites 
of  very  inferior  people,  and  by  feafonable  infinua* 
tions  to  feveral  leading  perfons  (of  how  different  in- 
clinations 
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cUnations  foever)  of  fuch  particulars  as  were  grateful 
to  them,  and  feemed  to  advance  their  diftindt  and 
even  contrary  interefts  and  pretences,  he  grew  to  have 
no  lefs  credit  in  the  Parliament,  than  with  the  Scot- 
tilh  Commiffioners ;  and  was  with  great  vigilance, 
induftry,  and  dexterity,  preferved  from  any  public 
reproach  in  thofe  charges  which  ferv^ed  to  ruin  other 
men,  and  which  with  more  reafon  and  juftice  might 
have  been  applied  to  him  than  any  other;  and  yet 
for  a  long  time  he  did  not  incur  the  jealoufy  of  the 
King;  to  whom  he  likewife  gave  many  advertife- 
ments,  which,  if  there  had  been  perfons  enough  who 
would  have  concurred  in  prevention,  might  have 
proved  of  great  ufe» 

In  this  ftate  and  condition  were  things  and  perfons  The  feing 
when  the  Lords  came  to  York  to  the  great  Council  inf^c  gfeat^** 
September;  and  the  firft  day  of  their  meeting  (that^jjj'^l^" 
the  counfel  might  not  feem  to  arife  from  them  who  ^^efoiutions 
were  refolved  to  give  it,  and  that  the  Queen  might  Parliament, 
receive  the  honour  of  it ;  who,  the  King  faid,  had  by 
a  letter  advifed  him  to  it ;  as  his  Majefty  exceedingly 
defired  to  endear  her  to  the  people)  the  King  declared 
to  them,  "  that  he  was  refolved  to  call  a  Parliament 
**  to  affemble  at  Weftminfter  the  third  day  of  No- 
•*  vember  following ;  which  was  as  foon  as  was  pof- 
**  fible."     So  the  firft  work  was  done  to  their  hands, 
and  they  had  now  nothing  to  do  but  to  difpofe  mat- 
ters in  order  againft  that  time,  which  could  not  well 
be  done  without  a  more  overt  converfation  with  the 
Scots.     For  though  there  was  an  intercourfe  made, 
yet  it  paffed  for  the  moft  part  through  hands  whom 
the  chief  had  no  mind  to  truft  :.  as  the  Lord  Savile  ; 
whom  his  bitter  hatred  to  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  and 
as  paffionate  hope  of  the  Prefidentlhip  of  the  North, 

VOL.  II.  K  which 
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which  the  Earl  had,  made  applicable  to  any  end ;  but 
otherwife  a  perfon  of  fo  ill  a  fame,  that  many  deli  red 
not  to  mingle  in  counfcls  with  him.  For,  befides  his 
no  reputation,  they  begun  now  to  know  that  he  had 
long  held  correfpondence  with  the  Scots  before  their 
coming  in,  and  invited  them  to  ^nter  the  kingdom 
with  an  army ;  in  order  to  which,  and  to  raife  his  own 
credit,  he  had  counterfeited  the  hands  of  fome  other 
Lords,  and  put  their  names  to  fome  undertakings  of 
joining  with  the  Scots ;  and  therefore  they  were  fe- 
folved  to  take  that  negociation  out  of  his  hands,  (with- 
out drawing  any  prejudice  upon  him  for  his  prefump- 
tion),  which  they  had  quickly  an  opportunity  to  do. 
The  Scots  For  the  firft  day  of  the  Lords  meeting,  a  petition  is 
KiSgtuponprefented  to  his  Majefty  fuUof  dutiful  and  humble 
appoim^  expreffions  from  the  Scots,  who  well  knew  their  time, 
aiRippon.  and  had  always  (how  rough  and  undutiful  foever  their 
adlions  were)  given  the  King  as  good  and  as  fubmif- 
live  words  as  can  be  imagined.  This  petition,  full  of 
iis  much  fubmiffion  as  a  viftory  itfelf  could  produce, 
(as  was  urged  by  fome  Lords),  could  not  but  beget  a 
treaty,  and  a  treaty  was  refolved  on  fpeedily  to  be  at 
llippon,  a  place  in  the  King's  quarters :  but  then^ 
fpecial  care  was  taken,  by  caution  given  to  his  Majef- 
ty, that  no  fuch  ungracious  perfons  might  be  intruftcd 
by  him  in  this  treaty  as  might  beget  jealoufies  in  the 
Scots,  and  fo  render  it  fruitlefs :  and  therefore  the 
Earls  of  Hertford,  Bedford,  Pembroke,  Salisbury,  Ef- 
fex,  Holland,  Briftol,  and  Berkfhire,  the  Lords  Man- 
devile,  Wharton,  Dunfhdore,  Brook,  Sarile,  Paulet, 
Howard  of  Efcrick  (the  Lord  Say  being  lick,  and  fa 
not  prefent  at  York)  were  chofen  by  the  King ;  all 
popular  men,  and  not  one  of  them  of  much  intereft  in 
the  Court,  but  only  the  Earl  of  Holland^  who  was 

known 
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known  to  be  fit  for  any  counfel  that  fliould  be  taken 
againft  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  who  had  among  them 
fcarce  a  friend  or  perfon  civilly  inclined  towards  him. 

When  thefe  CommifEoners  from  the  King  arrived  The  Com- 
at  Rippon,  there  came  others  from  the  Scots  army  of mcc°rnd 
a  quality  much  inferior,  there  being  not  above  two^"^*^' 
noblemen,  whereof  the  Lord  Lowden  was  the  chiefs 
two  or  three  gentlemen  and  citizens,  and  Alexander 
Henderfon  their  metropolitan,  and  two  or  three  other 
clergymen.  The  Scots  applied  themfelves  mofl  par- 
ticularly to  the  Earls  of  Bedford,  EfTex,  Holland,  and 
the  Lord  Mand^vile,  though  in  public  they  feemed 
equally  to  carefs  them  all ;  and  befides  the  duty  they 
profefTed  to  the  King  in  the  moft  fubmifs  expreflions 
of  reverence  that  could  be  ufed,  they  made  great  and 
voluminous  expreiEons  *^  of  their  afFe<ftion  to  the 
**  kingdom  and  people  of  England  i  and  remembered 
*^  the  infinite  obligations  they  had  from  time  to  time 
**  received  from  this  nation ;  efpecially  the  affiflance 
'^  they  had  from  it  in  their  reformation  of  religion, 
**  and  their  attaining  the  light  of  the  Gofpel ;  and 
^^  therefore  as  it  could  never  fall  into  their  hearts  to 
*^  be  ungrateful  to  it,  fo  they  hoped  that  the  good 
**  people  of  England  would  not  entertain  any  ill  opi- 
^^  nion  of  their  coming  into  this  kingdom  at  this  time 
^^  in  a  hoftile  manner,  as  if  they  had  the  leaft  pur- 
"  pofe  of  doing  wrong  to  any  particular  perfon,  much 
"  lefs  to  alter  any  thing  in  the  government  of  the 
^^  kingdom ;  protefling,  that  they  had  the  fame  ten- 
*^  dernefs  of  their  laws  and  liberties,  and  privileges,  a^ 
"  of  their  own ;  and  that  they  did  hope,  as  the  op- 
^*  preffions  upon  their  native  country,  both  in  their 
**  civil  and  fpiritual  rights,  had  obliged  them  to  this 
*^  manner  of  addrefs  to  the  King,  to  whom  all  accefs 
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*'  had  been  denied  them  by  the  power  of  their  cfle- 
'*  mies ;  fo,  that  this  very  manner  of  their  coming  in 
'^  might  be  for  the  good  of  this  kingdom,  and  the  be* 
"  nefit  of  the  fubjefts  thereof,  in  the  giving  them 
"  opportunities  to  vindicate  their  own  liberties  and 
'*  laws ;  which,  though  ndt  yet  fo  much  invaded  as 
"  thofe  of  Scotland  had  been,  were  enough  infringed 
**  by  thofe  very  men  who  had  brought  fo  great  mifery 
**  and  confufion  upon  that  kingdom;  and  who  in- 
**  tended,  when  they  had  finifhed  their  work  there, 
"  and  in  Ireland,  to  eftablifli  the  fame  flavery  in  Ehg- 
'^  knd  as  they  had  brought  upon  th»  other  two  kirig- 
^*  doms.  All  which  would  be  prevented  by  the  re- 
*^  moval  of  three  or  four  perfons  from  about  the 
"  King  ;  whofe  own  gracious  difpofition  and  incliha- 
'^  tion  would  bountifully  provide  for  the  happinefs  of 
*^  all  his  dominions,  if  thofe  ill  men  had  no  influence 
*^  updn  his  counfels." 

There  was  not  a  man  of  all  the  Engliih  Commif- 
fioners  to  whom  this  kind  of  difcourfe  was  not  grate- 
ful enough,  and  who  did  not  promife  to  himfelf  fome 
convenience  that  the  alterations  which  were  like  to 
happen  might  produce.  And  with  thofe  Lords  tvith 
whom  they  defired  to  enter  into  a  greater  confidence, 
they  conferred  more  openly  and  particularly,  of  the 
three  perfohs  towards  whom  their  greateft  prejudice 
was,  the  Archbifhop,  the  Earl  of  Strafford^  and  the 
Marquis  of  Haihiltoh,  (for  in  their  whole  difcouffei 
they  feemed  equally  at  leaft  incenfed  againft  him,  as 
againfl  either  of  the  other  two),  whom  they  refolved 
Aould  be  removed  from  the  King.  They  fpake  in 
confidence  *^  of  the '  excefs  of  the  Queen's  power, 
*•  which  in  refpeft  of  her  religion,  and  of  the  perfons 
"  who  had  moft  intereft  in  her,  ought  not  to  prevail 

*^fo 
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**  fo  much  upon  the  King  as  it  did  in  all  affairs.  That 
'*  the  King  could  never  be  happy,  nor  his  kingdom 
"  flourifh,  till  he  had  fuch  perfons  about  him  in  all 
**  places  of  truft,  as  were  of  honour  and  experience  in 
"  affairs,  and  of  good  fortunes  and  interefts  in  the  af^ 
**  fedlions  of  the  people ;  who  would  always  inform  his 
"  Majefty  that  his  own  greatnefs  and  happinefs  con-r 
**  lifted  in  the  execution  of  juftice,  and  the  happinefs 
*•  of  his  fubjeds ;  and  who  are  known  to  be  zealous 
**  for  the  prefervation  and  advancement  of  the  Pro- 
**  teftant  religion,  which  every  honeft  man  thought 
*'  at  prefent  to  be  in  great  danger,  by  the  exorbitant 
"  power  of  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and  fom^ 
"  other  Biihops  who  were  governed  by  him,"  It  was 
no  hard  matter  to  inlinuzite  into  the  perfons  with 
whom  they  held  this  difcourfe,  that  they  were  the 
very  men  who  they  wilhed  Ihould  be  in  moft  credit 
about  the  King ;  and  they  concluded  that  their  af-r 
fedlions  were  fo  great  to  this  kingdom,  and  they  fq 
defired  that  all  grievances  might  be  redreffcd  here, 
^hat  though  they  Ihould  receive  prefent  fatisfaftion  in 
all  that  concerned  themfelves,  they  would  not  yet  re* 
turn,  till  provifion  might  likewife  be  made  for  the  juft 
ilitcreft  of  England,  and  the  reformation  of  what  was 
^mifs  there  in  reference  to  Church  and  State. 

This  appeared  fo  hopeful  a  model  to  moft  of  the 
King's  Commiffioners,  (who  having  no  method  pre-r 
fcribed  to  them  to  treat  in,  were  indeed  fent  only  tp 
hear  what  the  Scots  would  propofe,  the  King  himfelf 
then  intending  to  determine  what  ihoujd  be  granted 
to  them),  they  never  confidered  the  truth  of  any  of 
-their  allegations,  nor  defired  to.  be  informed  of  the 
ground  of  their  proceedings;  but  patiently  hearkened 
;o  all  they  faid  in  public,  of  which  they  intended  to 
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give  an  account  to  the  King ;  and  willingly  heard  all 
they  faid  in  private,  and  made  fuch  ufe  of  it  as  they 
thought  moft  conduced  to  their  own  ends.  The  Scot«- 
tifli  Commiffioners  propofed,  ^^  that,  for  the  avoiding 
'^  the  efFulion  of  Chriftian  blood,  there  might  be  fomc 
"  way  found  to  prevent  all  a6ls  of  hoftility  on  either 
'^  fide  ;  which  could  not  poflibly  be  done,  except 
*'  fome  order  was  given  for  the  payment  of  their 
**  army,  which  was  yet  reftrained  to  clofe  and  narrow 
*^  quarters."  And  the  truth  is,  they  were  in  daily  fear 
that  thofe  quarters  would  have  been  beaten  up,  and  fo 
the  ill  courage  of  their  men  too  eafily  difcovered,  who 
were  more  taught  to  fing  pfalms,  and  to  pray,  than  to 
ufe  their  arms  ;  their  hopes  of  prevailing  being,  from 
the  beginning,  founded  upon  an  affurance  that  they 
fliould  not  be  put  to  fight. 

There  had  been  in  that  infamous  rout  at  Newbum 
two  or  three  officers  of  quality  taken  prifoners,  who 
endeavouring  to  charge  the  enemy  with  the  courage 
they  ought  to  (Jo,  being  deferted  by  their  troops 
could  not  avoid  falling  into  the  Scots  hands ;  two  of 
which  were  Wilmot,  who  was  Commiflary-General  of 
the  Horfe,  and  O'Neal,  who  was  Major  of  a  re- 
giment ;  both  officers  of  name  and  reputation,  and  of 
good  efteem  in  the  Court  with  all  thofe  who  were  in- 
cenfed  againft  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  towards  whom 
they  were  both  very  indevoted.  Thefe  gentlemen 
were  well  known  to  feveral  of  the  principal  com- 
manders in  the  Scots  army,  (who  had  ferved  together 
with  them  in  Holland  under  the  Prince  of  Orange), 
and  were  treated  with  great  civility  in  their  camp;  and 
when  the  Commiffioners  came  to  Rippon,  they  brought* 
them  with  them,  and  prefented  them  to  the  King  by  his 
Commiffioners,  to  whom  tjiey  were  very  acceptable ; 

and 


OF  THE  REBELLION,  &e.  247 

fttid  did  thofe  who  delivered  them  more  fervice  by 
the  reports  they  made  of  them  in  the  army  when  they 
returned  to  their  charges,  and  in  the  Court,  than  they 
could  have  done  by  remaining  prifoners  with  them ; 
iand  contributed  very  much  to  the  irreconciling  the 
army  to  the  Earl  of  Strafford,. who  was  to  command 
it. 

After  few  days  the  Commiflioners  returned  to  the 
King  at  York,  and  gave  him  an  account  of  what  had 
paffed,  and  of  the  extraordinary  affection  of  the  Scots 
to  his  Majefty's  fervice ;  and  Wilmot  and  O'Neal  mag- 
nified the  good  difcipline  and  order  obferved  in  the 
^my^  and  made  their  numbers  to  be  believed  much 
Superior  to  what  in  truth  they  were. 

Three  of  the  Commiflioners,  and  no  more,  were  of  The  cpuiw 
the  King's  Council,  the  Earls  of  Pembroke,  Salisbury,  bounht 
and  Holland,  who  were  all  infpired  by  the  Scots,  and  voSf.** 
liked  well  all  that  they  pretended  to  defire.     Befides 
thofe,  the  King  had  nobody  to  confult  with  but  the' 
Lord  Keeper  Finch,  the  Duke   of  Richmond,   the 
Marquis  of  Hamilton,- the  Earl  of  Strafford,  and  Sir 
Harry  Vane,  principal  Secretary  of  State.    The  firft 
of  which,  the  Lord  Keeper,  was  obnoxious  to  fo  many 
reproaches,  that,  though  his  affection  and  fidelity  was 
very  entire  to  the  King,  all  his  care  was  to  provoke  no 
more  enemies,  and  to  ingratiate  himfelf  to  as  many  of 
thofe  as  he  perceived  were  like  to  be  able  to  protedl 
him,  which  he  knew  the  King  would  not  be  able  to 
do;  and  towards  this  he  laboured  with  all  indufiiry 
and  dexterity.    The  Duke  of  Richmond  was  young, 
and  ufed  to  difcourfe  with  his  Majefty  in  his  bed- 
chamber rather  than  at  the  Council-Board,  and  a  man 
of  honour  and  fidelity  in  all  places  ;  and  in  no  degree 
of  confidence  with  his  countrymen^  becaufe  h^  would 
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not  admit  himfelf  into  any  of  their  intrigues.  The 
Marquis  had  leave  to  be  wary,  and  would  give  his 
enemies  no  new  advantages. 

Nor  indeed  was  there  any  man*s  advice  of  much 
credit  with  the  King,  but  that  of  the  Earl'of  Strafford ; 
who  had  no  reafon  to  declare  his  opinion  upon  fo  nice 
a  fubjeA  in  the  prefence  of  the  Earl  of  Holland  and 
Sir  Harry  Vane  ;  and  thought  there  was  only  one  way 
to  be  purfued,  (which  was  not  to  be  communicated  at 
the  Council),  and  that  was  to  drive  the  Scots  out  of 
the_  kingdom  by  the  army  :  and  without  conlidering 
what  was  done  at  the  treaty,  (which  had  not  yet  agreed 
upon  any  ceflation),  he  fent  a  good  party  of  horfe, 
commanded  by  Major  Smith,  to  fall  upon  a  Scottifh 
quarter  in  the  bilhopric  of  Durham,  who  defeated  two 
or  three  of  their  troops,  and  took  all  their  ofKcers 
prifoners,  and  made  it  manifeft  enough  that  the  king- 
dom might  be  rid  of  the  refl,  if  it  were  vigoroufly 
purfuedj  which  the  Earl  of  Strafford  heartily  in- 
tended. But  Lefly,  the  Scottifh  General,  complained 
*^  that  he  himfelf  had  forborne  to  make  any  fuch  at* 
'^  tempt  out  of  refpeft  to  the  treaty ;"  and  the  Eng-* 
lifh  Commiffioners  thought  themfelves  neglefted  and 
affronted  by  it.  And  when  it  was  found  that  the 
officer  who  conduced  that  enterprize  was  a  Romaa- 
Catholic,  it  made  more  noife ;  and  they  prevailed  with 
the  King  to  reflrain  his  General  from  giving  out  any 
more  fuch  orders. 

The  King  begun  fo  far  to  diflike  the  temper  of  the 
Commiffioners,  that  he  thought  the  Parliament  would 
be  more  jealous  of  his  honour,  and  more  fenfible  of 
the  indignities  he  fuffered  by  the  Scots,  than  the 
Commiffioners  appeared  to  be  ;  and  therefore  he  fent 
them  back  to  Rippon  again  to  renew  the  treaty,  and 

to 
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to  conclude  a  cefTation  of  arms  upon  as  good  terms  as 
they  could;  fo  that  the  Scots  army  might  not  ad- 
vance, into  Yorklhire,  nor  enlarge  their  quarters  any 
way  beyond  what  they  were  already  poffefled  of:  and 
this  conceffion  being  agreed  to,  they  ihould  not  enter 
upon  any  other  particulars,  but  adjourn  the  treaty  to 
London ;  which  was  the  only  thing  the  Scots  defired, 
and  without  this  they  could  never  have  brought  their 
defigns  to  pafs.  When  the  other  Lords  returned  to 
Rippon,  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  (as  a  man  of  a  great 
fortune,  and  at  that  time  very  popular)  was  fent  with 
two  or  three  other  Lords  to  London,  with  a  letter  • 
from  the  King,  and  a  fubfcription  from  the  Lords 
Commiflioners  of  the  treaty  (which  was  then  more 
powerful)  to  borrjow  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
from  the  city,  for  the  payment  of  both  armies  whilft 
the  ceflation  and  treaty  Ihould  continue  ;  ^^  which 
*^  they  hoped  would  quickly  be  at  an  end,  and  the 
^^  Scots  return  into  their  own  country."  The  city  was 
cafily  perfuaded  to  furniih  the  money,  to  be  repaid 
out  of  the  firft  that  Ihould  be  raifed  by  the  Parlia- 
ment ;  which  was  very  Ihortly  to  meet. 

The  Commiflioners  at  Rippon  quickly  agreed  uponAceflktioii 
the  ceflation  ;  and  were  not  unwilling  to  have  allowed*^^  **°* 
fifty  thoufand  pounds  a  month  for  the  fupport  of  the 
Scots  army,  when  they  did  aflign  but  thirty  thoufand 
pounds  a  month  for  the  payment  of  the  King's  ;  and 
to  have  taken  the  Scottifli  Commiflioners  words  for 
their  mufters,  which  made  their  numbers  fo  much 
fuperior  to  the  other :  but  that  fum  of  fifty  thoufand 
pounds'd  month  was  afterwards  reduced  to  about  five 
and  twenty  thoufand  j  and  the  whole  amounting  to 
above  fifty  thoufand  pounds  a  month,  was  a  fum  too 
great  for  the  kingdom  to  pay  long,  as  was  then  gene- 

.     rally 
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ntHy  believed.     It  was  pretended  that  two  months 

would  put  an  end  to  the  treaty ;  fo  that  the  two  hun* 

dred  thoufand  pounds,  which  the  city  had  fupplied, 

would  difcharge  all  the  difbanding :  and  in  this  hope 

The  treaty  thc  King  Confirmed  the  ceflation,  and  fent  a  fafe  con^ 

to  London,  duft  for  fuch  O>mmiffioners  as  the  Scots   ihould 

j[u!g*'rt-^''-thinfc  fit  to  fend  to  London  for  the  carrying  on  the 

^"^       treaty. 

All  which  being  done,  the  King  and  the  Lords  left 
.  York,  that  they  might  be  at  London  before  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Parliament ;  the  Earl  of  Straflford  flay- 
ing flill  in  the  north  to  put  the  army  into  as  good  a 
pofture  as  he  could,  and  to  fupprefs  the  mutinous  fpirit 
it  was  inclined  to  ;  and,  if  it  were  poflible,  to  difpofe 
that  great  county  (of  which  he  ha4  the  entire  com- 
mand) to  a  better  temper  towards  the  King*s  fervice, 
and  to  a  greater  indignation  towards  the  Scots;  of  whom 
they  did  not  ufe  to  have  too  charitable  an  opinion. 
But  in  both  thefc  applications  he  underwent  great 
tnortifications ;  the  officers  of  the  army  every  day 
afking  his  leave  to  repair  to  London,  being  chofen  to 
fcrve  in  Parliament ;  and  when  he  denied  to  give  them 
pafles,  they  went  away  without  them  :  and  the  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  country  who  had  moft  depended  upon 
him,  and  been  obliged  by  him,  withdrawing  their  ap- 
plication and  attendance,  and  entering  into  combina-* 
tion  with  his  greateft  enemies  againft  him. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied,  the  King  was  in  very  great 
ftraits,  and  had  it  not  in  his  power  abfolutely  to 
choofe  which  way  he  w6uld  go ;  and  well  forefaw, 
that  a  Parliament  in  that  conjunifture  of  afikiVs  would 
not  apply  natural  and  proper  remedies  to  the  difeafe  ; 
for  though  it  was  not  imaginable  it  would  run  the 
courfes  it  afterwards  did,  yet  it  was  vifible  enough  he 

muft 
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farafl-  refign  very  much  to  their  afFe&ions  and  appe- 
tite, (which  were  not  like  to  be  contained  within  any 
modeft  bounds),  and  therefore  no  queftion  his  Majef- 
ty  did^  not  think  of  calling  a  Parliament  at  firft,  but 
was  wrought  to  it  by  degrees  :  yet  the  great  Council 
could  not  but  produce  the  other ;  where  the  unlkil- 
fiilnefs  and  paffion  of  fome  for  want  of  difcerning 
confequences,  and  a  general  Iharpnefs  and  animofity 
againft  perfons,  did  more  mifchief  than  the  power  or 
tijalice  of  thofe  who  had  formed  a  defign  of  confu- 
sion ;  for  without  doubt  that  fire  at  that  time  (which 
did  Ihortly  after  burn  the  whole  kingdom)  might 
have  been  covered  under  a  bulhel.  So  as  in  truth 
there  was  no  counfel  fo  neceflary  then,  as  for  the  King 
to  have  continued  in  his  army,  and  to  have  drawn 
none  thither  but  fuch  as  were  more  afraid  of  dilho- 
flour  than  danger;  and  to  have  trufted  the  juftice  and 
power  of  the  law  with  fupprefling  of  tumults,  and 
quieting  diforders  in  his  rear. 

It  is  flrange,  and  had  fomewhat  of  a  judgment  from 
heaven  in  it,  that  all  the  induftry  and  learning  of  the 
late  years  had  been  beftowed  in  finding  out  and  evinc- 
ing, that  in  cafe  of  neceffity  any  extraordinary  way 
for  fupply  was  lawful ;  and  upon  that  ground  had 
proceeded  when  there  was  no  neceffity;  and  now, 
when  the  neceffity  was  apparent,  money  muft  be  le- 
vied ih  the  ordinary  courfe  of  Parliament,  which  was 
then  more  extraordinary  than  the  other  had  been  ;  as 
York  muft  be  defended  from  an  enemy  within  twen- 
ty-five miles  of  it,  by  mon^y  to  be  given"  at  London 
fix  weeks  after,  and  to  be  gathered  within  fix  months. 
It  had  been  only  the  feafon  and  evidence  of  neceffity 
that  had  been  queftioned;  and  the  view  of  it  in  a  per- 
fpedtive  of  ftate  at  a  diftance  that  no  eyes  could 

reach. 
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reach,  denied  to  be  ground  enough  for  an  impofition  : 
as  no  man  could  pull  down  his  neighbour's  houfe  be* 
caufe  it  ftood  next  furze,  or  thatch,  or  fome  combuf- 
tible  matter  which  might  take  fire  ;  though  he  might 
do  it  when  that  combuftible  matter  was  really  a-fire. 
But  it  was  never  denied  x)x2X  flagrante  bello,  when  aa 
enemy  had  a<%ually  invaded  the  kingdom,  and  fo  the 
neceffity  both  feen  and  felt,  all  men's  goods  are  the 
goods  of  the  public,  to  b^  applied  to  the  public  fafe- 
ty,  and  as  carefully  to  be  repaired  by  the  public 
Aock.  And  it  is  very  probable,  (fince  the  fadtions 
within,  and  the  correfpondence  abroad  was  fo  appa- 
rent, that  a  Parliament  then  called  would  do  the  bu- 
finefs  of  the  Scots,  and  of  thofe  who  invited  them  hi- 
ther), that  if  the  King  had  pofitively  declared,  that  he 
would  have  no  Parliament  as  long  as  that  army  flayed 
in  England,  but  as  foon  as  they  were  retired  into  their 
own  country  he  would  fummon  one,  and  refer  all  mat- 
ters to  their  advice,  and  even  bemdvifed  by  them  in 
the  compofing  the  diftraftions  of  Scotland:  I  fay,  it 
is  probable,  that  they  would  either  willingly  have  left 
the  kingdom,  or  fpeedily  have  been  compelled;  there 
being  at  that  time  an  army  in  Ireland  (as  was  faid  be<^ 
fore)  ready  to  have  vifited  Scotland. 

Neither  would  the  indifpofition  of  the  King's  army 
(which  was  begot  only  by  thofe  infufions,  that  there 
muft  of  neceffity  be  a  Parliament,  which  would  pre^ 
vent  farther  fighting)  have  lafted,  when  they  found 
thofe  authors  confiited  ;  for  the  army  was  conftituted 
of  good  officers,  which  were  more  capable  of  being 
deceived  by  their  friends,  than  impofed  upon  by  their 
enemies ;  and  they  had  their  foldiers  in  good  devo- 
tion, and  the  bufinefs  of  Newburn  would  rather  have 
fpurred  them  on  than  refbrained  them*    And  it  had 

been 
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been  much  the  beft  courfe  that  could  have  been 
taken,  if,  after  the  fright  at  Newburn,  the  King,  as 
well  as  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  had  made  hafte  to  Dur- 
ham, and  kept  that  poft,  without  ftaying  at  York; 
and  after  fome  exemplary  juftice  and  difgrace  upon 
the  chief  officers  who  were  faulty,  till  the  army  had 
recovered  their  fpirits,  (which  in  a  very  fhort  time  it 
did  with  Ihame  and  indignation  enough),  had  marched 
diredlly  againft  the  Scots ;  by  which  they  would  have 
fpeedily  difpoflefled  them  of  their  new  conqueft,  and 
forced  them  to  have  run  diftrafted  into  their  own 
country  ;  as  may  be  reafonably/concluded  from  their 
behaviour  whenever  they  were  aflaulted  afterwards  by 
the  Englilh. 

And  it  is  as  ftfange,  that  the  experience  of  the  laft 
fummer,  when  the  attendance  of  fo  great  a  number  of 
the  Nobility  (who  had  no  mind  to  the  war,  and  as  lit- 
tle devotion  to  the  Court)  was  the  true  ground  and 
caufe  of  that  ridiculous  pacification,  did  not  prevail 
with  the  King  never  to  convene  the  fame  company  to 
him  again ;  which  could  do  him  very  little  good,  if 
they  had  defired  it ;  and  could  not  but  do  him  more 
harm  than  even  the  worft  of  them  at  that  time  in- 
tended to  do  :  for  it  might  very  eafily  have  been 
forefeen,  that  the  calling  fo  many  difcontented,  or 
difobliged,  or  difaffecfted  men  together,  with  a  liberty 
to  confult  and  advife,  very  few  whereof  had  that  in- 
clination and  reverence  for  the  perfon  of  the  King 
they  ought  to  have  had,  though  fcarce  any  of  them 
had  at  that  time  that  mifchief  in  their  hearts  which 
they  afterwards  difcovered  againft  him,  or  indeed  had 
the  leaft  purpofe  to  rebel :  I  fay,  the  calling  fuch  men 
together  could  not  but  make  men  much  worfe  than 
they  came^  and  put  worfe  thoughts  into  their  heads 

than 
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than  they  brought  with  them,  when  the  mifcarriagd 
as  well  as  the  misfortune  of  the  Court  would  be  the 
common  argument  and  difcourfe ;  and  when  they 
Would  quickly  difcern,  that  it  was  like  to  be  in  every 
one  of  their  powers  to  contribute  to  the  deftrud^ion^i 
at  le^ft  to  the  difgrace^  of  men  they  had  no  kindnefa 
for^  and  moft  of  them  great  animoiity  againft. 

But  the  King  was  without  the  prefence  and  attend* 
ance  of  any  man  in  whofe  judgment  and  wifdom  he 
had  a  full  confidence  ;  for  the  Earl  of  Strafford  was 
at  the  army  ;  and  they  who  firft  propofcd  the  calling 
the  Peers  knew  well  enough  that  the  King  knew  Par^ 
liaments  too  ^ycU  to  be  inclined  to  call  one,  if  they 
ihould  propofe  it ;  and  therefore  they  propofed  an-* 
other  expedient,  which  he  knew  not ;  and  fo  was  fur-» 
prifed  wilh  the  advice^  (which  he  thought  could  do 
no  harm^)  and  gave  diredlion  for  the  iifuing  out  of 
the  writs>  before  he  enough  confidered  whether  it 
might  not  in  truth  produce  fome  mifchief  he  had  not 
well  thought  of;  as  he  quickly  found.  Nor  did  the 
Scots  themfelves  refolve  to  give  him  more  difquiet  ii> 
the  enfuing  Parliament,  than  the  major  part  of  hif 
great  Council,  that  he  brought  together,  refolved  ta 
concur  with  them  in :  and  with  that  difpoiition^  whicl^ 
they  could  never  have  contracted  if  they  had  re* 
mained  by  themfelves,  they  all  haftened  to  the  place 
where  they  might  do  the  mifchief  they  intended. 

The  next  error  to  this  was,  that  at  the  meeting  of 
the  great  Council  at  York,  and  before  any  confent  tp 
the  treaty  at  Rippon,  there  was  not  a  fi-ate  made,  and 
information  given  of  the  whole  proceedings  in  Scot- 
land, and  thereupon  fome  debate  and  judgment  by 
the  whole  Council  before  the  lixteen  departed,  for 
their  information  and  inilru<5lion  :  and  this  had  been 

flrangely 
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Arangely  omitted  before  at  the  pacification,  infomuch 
as  many  who  had  been  employed  in  that  firft  at  the 
Berkes,  and  in  the  laft  at  Rippon,  confefled  that  none 
of  them  (and  they  were  of  the  prime  quality)  then 
did,  or  ever  after,  know  any  thing  of  the  laws  and 
cuftoms  of  that  kingdom  (by  which  they  might  have 
judged  whether  the  King  had  exceeded  his  juft  power, 
or  any  thing  of  the  matter  of  fa<St  in  the  feveral  tranf- 
a<ftions)  but  what  they  had  received  at  thofe  meetings 
from  the  perfons  who  were  naturally  to  make  their 
own  defence,  and  fo  by  accufing  others  to  make  their 
own  cafe  the  more  plaufible ;  in  which  it  could  not  be 
cxpedled  thpy  would  mention  any  thing  to  their  own 
difadvantage. 

By  them  they  were  told  '« of  a  Liturgy  impofed 
**  upon  them  by  their  Bifhops,  contrary  to  or  with- 
^*  out  a6t  of  Parliament,  with  ftrange  circumftances 
*'  of  feverity  and  rigour :  of  fome  claufes  in  that  Li- 
"  turgy,  different  from  that  of  the  Church  of  £og- 
^^  land ;"  with  pretty  fmart  comments  of  advice,  and 
animadvetfions  upon  thofe  alterations :  *^  of  a  Book 
*^  of  Canons,  in  which  an  extraordinary  and  extrava- 
^^  gant  power  was  aflerted  to  the  Biihops  :  of  a  High 
«  Commiflion  Court,  which  exceeded  all  limits,  and 
'^  denfured  all  degrees  of  men :  of  the  infolent  fpeeche* 
'^  of  this  Bilhop  to  that  Nobleman,  and  of  the  ill  life 
*'  of  another  :  of  their  own  great  humility  and  duty 
**  to  their  lacred  Sovereign,  without  whofe  favour  and 
*^  proteAion  they  would  not  live  :'*  and,  laftly,  "  of 
*'  their  feveral  moft  fubmifs  addreffes,  by  petition  and 
^  all  other  ways,  to  his  Majefty ;  being  defirous,  when 
*'  their  grievances  were  but  heard,  to  lay  themfelves 
^*  and  their  complaints  at  his  royal  feet,  and  to  be 
*^  moft  entirely  difpofed  by  him  in  fuch  manner,  as 
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"  to  his  wifdom  alone  fhould  be  thought  fit :  but 
*'  that,  by  the  power  and  interpofition  of  their  adver- 
'^  faries,  all  their  fupplications  had  been  rejedted,  and 
"  they  never  yet  admitted  to  be  heard." 

With  thfefe  ind  the  like  artifices  the  good  Lords 
were  fo  wrought  upon  and  tranfported,  that  they  ea- 
fily  confented  to  whatfoever  was  propofed ;  nor  was 
there  any  propofition  made  and  infifted  oil  by  them 
at  the  firft  or  fecond  treaty,  which  was  not  for  the 
matter  fiiUy  confented  to  :  whereas,  if  their.  Lordfhips 
had  been  fully  advertifed  of  the  whole  truth,  (though 
there  had  been  fome  inadrertencies  and  incogitancy 
in  the  circumftances  of  the  tranfacftion),  his  Majefty 
had  full  power,  by  the  laws  of  Scotland  then  in  force, 
to  make  that  reformation  he  intended*  All  their  pe- 
titions and  addreiTes  had  found  mofl  gracious  accept- 
ance, and  received  moft  gracious  anfwers*  But,  on 
the  contrary^  they  had  invaded  all  the  rights  of  the 
Crown,  altered  the  government,  affronted  the  magi- 
Urates  and  minifters  of  juftice,  and  his  Majefty's  own 
regal  authority,  with  unheard-of  infolences  and  con- 
tempts ;  rejefted  all  his  offers  of  grace  and  pardon, 
and,  without  caufe  or  provocation,  denounced  war 
againft  him  ;  befieged  and  taken  the  caftle  of  £din-> 
burgh,  and  other  places  which  held  for  his  Majefty. 
I  fay,  if  this  had  been  made  as  evident  to  them  as 
furely  it  might  have  been  made,  it  is  not  poffible  but 
thofe  noble  perfons  would  have  preferved  themfelves 
from  being  deluded  by  them  ;  at  leaft  many  of  the 
inconveniences  which  after  enfued  would  have  been 
prevented,  if  the  form  and  method  of  their  proceed- 
ings had  been  prefcribed,  or  better  looked  into. 

But  it  muff  be  confefled,  that  in  that  conjundure 
fuch  neceffary  evidence  and  information  could  very 
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hardly  be  given  :  for  though  it  muft  not  be  doubted 
that  there  were  many  particular  perfons  of  honour  of 
that  nation  who  abhorred  the  outrages  which  were 
committed,  and  retained  within  their  own  breafts  very 
loyal  wilhes  for  his  Majefty's  profperity  ;  yet  it  can- 
not be  denied  that  thofe  perfons,  who  by  the  places 
they  held  (of  King's  Advocate,  and  other  oihces) 
ought  to  have  made  that  information  of  matter  of  law, 
and  matter  of  faft,  were  themfelves  the  moft  atflive 
promoters  of  the  rebellion  ;  and  the  defedion  was  fo 
general,  and  fo  few  declared,  or  were  adtive  on  his 
Majefty's  behalf,  that  they  who  were  not  corrupted  in 
their  inward  fidelity  were  fo  terrified,  that  they  durfl: 
not  appear  in  any  office  that  might  provoke  thofe  who 
folely  had  the  power  and  the  will  to  deftroy  them. 

The  laft  and  moft  confounding  error  was  the  re- 
moving the  treaty  to  London,  and  upon  any  terms 
confenting .  that  the  Scottifh  Commiflioners  Ihould 
refide  there  before  a  peace  concluded.  By  which 
means,  they  had  not  only  opportunity  to  publifh  all 
their  counfels  and  direftions  in  their  fermons  to  the 
people,  (who  reforted  thither  in  incredible  numbers), 
and  to  give  their  advice,  from  time  to  time,  to  thofe 
of  the  Englilh  who  knew  not  fo  well  yet  to  compafs 
their  own  ends,  but  were  ready  (when  any  bufinefs 
was  too  big  and  unwieldy  to  be  managed  by  the  few 
who  were  yet  throughly  engaged)  to  interpofe  in 
the  name  of  their  nation,  and,  with  reference  to 
things  or  perfons,  to  make  fuch  demands  from  and 
on  the  behalf  of  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  as  under 
no  other  ftyle  would  have  received  any  countenance  : 
and  this  brought  that  univerfal  terror  with  it  (as  will 
appear  to  the  life  in  the  procefs  of  this  hiftory) 
upon  thofe  of  neareft  relation  to  the  King's  fervice, 

VOL*  I.  8  as 


aj8  THE  HISTORY  BooicIL 

as  well  as  thofe  at  a  greater  diftance,  who  clearly 
difcerned  and  detelied  the  villainy  and  wickednefs  of 
thofe  tranfadtions,  that  their  warinefs  and  wifdom 
could  not  be  great  enough  to  preferve  them,  if  they  did 
not  ftupidly  look  on  without  feeming  to  underftand 
what  they  could  in  no  degree  control  or  prevent. 

In   all  confpiracies  there  muft  be  great  fecrecy, 
confent,  and  union ;  yet  it  can  hardly  be  conceived, 
with  what  entire  confidence  in  each  other  the  nu- 
merous and  not  very  rich  Nobility  of  Scotland  (for  of 
the  common  people,  who  are  naturally  very  depen- 
dent on  the  other,  there  can  be  no  wonder)  concurred 
in  the  carrying  on  this  rebellion  :  their  ftrange  con- 
defcenfion  and  fubmiilion  to  their  ignorant  and  info- 
lent  Clergy,  who  were  to  have  great  authority,  be- 
caufc  they  were  to  inflame  all  forts  of  men  upon  the 
obligations  of  confcience ;  and  in  order  thereunto^ 
and  to  revenge  a  little  indifcretion  and  ill  manners 
of  fome  of  the  Biftiops,  had  liberty  to  eredt  a  tribu- 
nal the  moft  tyrannical  over  all  forts  of  men,  and  in 
all  the  families  of  the  kingdom  :  fo  that  the  preacher 
reprehended  the  hulband,  governed  the  wife,  chaf* 
tifed  the  children,  and  infulted  over  the  fervants,  in 
the  houfes  of  the  greateft  men.     They  referred  the 
management  and  condudl  of  the  whole  affair  to  a 
committee  of  a  few,  who  had  never  before  exercifed 
any  oSict  or  authority  in  the  public,  with  that  per- 
feft  refignation  and  obedience,   that   nobody  pre- 
fumed  to  enquire  what  was  to  be  done,  or  to  mur- 
mur at  or  cenfure  any  thing  that  was  done  ;  and  the 
General  himfelf,  and  the  martial  affairs,  were  fubje^k 
to  this  regimen  and  difcipline  as  well  as  the  civil : 
yet  they  who  were  intruftcd  with  this  fuperiority,  paid 
all  the  outward,  refpeil  and  reverence  to  the  perfon  of 
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the  General,  as  if  all  the  jJower  and  difpofal  had  been 
in  him  alone. 

The  few  Engliih  (for  there  wfere  yet  but  ^ery  few 
ifrho  were  entrufted  from  the  beginning  of  the  enter* 
prife^  and  with  all  that  was  then  projefted)  were  men 
of  referred  and  dark  natures,  of  great  induftry  and 
addrefs,  and  of  lii^ch  reputation  for  probity  and  inte- 
grity of  life,  and  who  trufted  none  but  thofe  who 
were  contented  to  be  trufted  to  that  degree  as  they 
were  willing  to  truft  them^  without  being  inquifitive 
into  more  than  they  were  ready  to  communicate,  and 
for  the  reft  depended  upon  their  difcretion  and  judg- 
ment ;  and  fo  prepared  and  difpofed,  bjr  fecond  and 
third  hands,  many  to  concur  and  contribute  to  feve- 
ral  preparatory  adlions,  who  would  never  have  con- 
fented  to  the  conclufions  which  naturally  refulted 
from  thofe  premifes. 

This  United  ftrength,  and  humble  and  aftive  tem- 
per, was  not  encountered  by  an  equal  providence  and 
circumfpeftion  in  the  King's  councils^  or  an  equal 
temper  and  dutiful  difpofition  in  the  Court  j  nor  did 
they^  who  refolved  honeftly  and  ftoutly  to  difcharge 
the  offices  of  good  fervants  and  good  fubjedls  to  the 
utmoft  oppbiition  of  all  unlawful  attempts,  communi- 
cate their  purpofes  to  men  of  the  fame  integrity,  that 
fo  they  might  unite  their  counfels  as  well  in  the  man- 
ner and  way,  as  their  refolutions  in  the  end.  But 
every  one  thought  it  enough  to  preferve  his  own  in- 
nocence, and  to  leave  the  reft  to  thofe  who  fhould 
have  authority  to  direft.  The  King  was  perplexed 
and  irrefolute,  and,  according  to  his  natural  conftitu- 
tion,  (which  never  difpofed  him  to  jealoufy  of  any 
man  of  whom  he  had  once  thought  well),  was  full  of 
hope,  that  his  condition  was  not  fo  bad  as  it  feemed 
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to  be.  The  Queen  wiflied  much  better  to  the  Eafl 
of  Holland,  than  to  the  Archbifhop,  or  the  Earl  of 
Strafford,  neither  of  them  being  in  any  degree  ac- 
ceptable to  her ;  fo  that  Ihe  was  little  concerned  for 
the  danger  that  threatened  them  :  but  when  Ihe  faw 
the  King's  honour  and  dignity  invaded  in  the  profe* 
cution,  Ihe  withdrew  her  favour  from  the  Earl  of  Hol- 
land :  but  then  Ihe  was!  perfuaded,  by  thofe  who  had 
moft  credit  with  her,  to  believe,  that,  by  the  removal 
of  the  great  minifters,  her  power  and  authority  would 
be  increafed,  and  that  the  prevailing  party  would  be 
willing  to  depend  upon  her;  and  that,  by  gratifying 
the  principal  perfons  of  them  with  fuch  preferments 
as  they  affefted,  Ihe  would  quickly  reconcile  all  ill 
humours ;  and  fo  Ihe  hearkened  to  any  overtures  of 
that  kind  ;  which  were  always  carried  on  without  the 
confent  or  privity  of  thofe  who  were  concerned,  who 
in  truth  more  difliked  her  abfolute  power  with  the 
King,  than  any  other  excefs  of  the  Court,  and  looked 
upon  it  as  the  greateft  grievance.  Every  man  there 
confidered  only  what  application  .would  be  moft  like 
to  raife  his  own  fortune,  or  to  do  thofe  harm  with 
whom  he  was  angry,  and  gave  himfelf  wholly  up  to 
thofe  artifices  which  might  promote  either.  To  pre- 
ferve  themfelves  from  the  difpleafure  and  cenfure  of 
the  Parliament,  and  to  render  themfelves  gracious  to 
thofe  who  were  like  to  be, powerful  in  it,  was  all 
men's  bufinefs  and  folicitude.  And  in  this  very  un^ 
equal  and  difproportioned  condition  and  temper,  was 
the  King's  and  the  Scottifh  army,  the  Court  and  the 
Country,  when  the  Parliament  met. 

THB  END  OF  THE  SECOND  BOOK. 
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Take  bead  io  thyfelfj  that  tbcu  be  notfnared  by  following  ibem, 
and  tbat  tbou  enquire  not  after  tbeir  godsy  faying ^  How 
did  tbefe  nations  ferve  tbeir  ggdf  P  even  fo  will  1  do  like* 
tuife^ 

JuDG.  ii*  3, 
— jB«/  tbey  fball  be  as  thorns  in  your  fides^  and  tbeir  gods 
fball  be  afnare  unto  you. 

JL  HE  Parliament  met  upon  the  third  of  November,  The  Pariia- 
1640,  with  a  fuller  appearance  than  could  be  reafona^Novei^ 
bly  expeAed,  from  the  Ihort  time  for  eledtions  after  ^,^^^' 
the  iffuing  out  the  writs  j  infomuch  as  at  the  firft 
not  many  members  were  abfent.     It  had  a  fad  and 
a  melancholic  afpeift  upon  the  firft  entrance,  which 
prefaged  fome  unufual  and  unnatural  events.     The 
King  himfelf  did  not  ride  with  his  accuftomed  equi-» 
page  nor  in  his  ufual  majefty  to  Weftminfter,  but 
went  privately  in  his  barge  to  the  Parliament  Stairs, 
and  after  to  the  Church,  as  if  it  had  been  to  a  return 
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of  a  prorogued  or  adjourned  Parliament.  And  there 
was  likewife  an  untoward,  and  in  truth  an  unheard  of 
accident,  which  broke  nun,y  of  the  King's  meafures, 
and  infinitely  difordered  his  fervice  beyond  a  capacity 
of  reparation.  From  tl[ie  tiiDiC  th^  calling  a  Parlia- 
ment was  refolved  upon,  the  King  defigned  Sir  Tho- 
mas Gardiner,  who  was  Recorder  of  London,  to  be 
Speaker  in  the  Houfc  of  Coiximons  ;  a  man  of  gravity 
and  quicknefs,  that  had  fomewhat  of  authority  and 
gracefulnefs  in  his  perfpli  a^nd  prefence,  and  in  all 
refpefts  equal  to  the  f(?rvice.  There  was  little  doubt 
but  that  he  would  be  chofen  to  ferve  in  one  of  the  four 
places  for  the  city  of  London,  which  had  very  rarely 
rejefted  their  Recorder  upon  that  occafion ;  and  left 
that  fhould  fail,  diligence  was  ufed  in  one  or  two 
other  places  that  he  might  be  eledked.  The  oppofi^ 
tion  was  fo  great,  and  the  fadtion  fo  ftrong,  to  hinder 
his  being  elefted  in  the  city,  that  four  others  were 
chofen  for  that  fervice,  without  hardly  mentioning  his 
name  :  nor  was  there  lefs  induftry  ufed  to  prevent  his 
being  chofen  in  other  places ;  clerks  were  corrupted 
not  to  make  out  the  writ  for  one  place,  and  ways  were 
found  out  to  hinder  the  writ  from  being  executed  in 
another,  time  enough  for  the  return  before  the  meet- 
ing :  fo  great  a  foar  there  was,  that  a  man  of  entire  a,U 
fe£tions  to  the  Kiog»  and  of  prudence  enough  to  ma- 
nage thofe  afie(SUoxu>  and  to  regulate  the  contrary, 
lliould  be  put  into  the  chair.  So  that  the  very  morn- 
ing the  Parliament  was  to  m^et,  and  when  the  King 
intended  to  go  thither,  te  was  informed,  that  Sir 
Thomas  Gardiner  was  not  returned  to  fervq  as  a 
member  in  the  Houfe  of  Conunons,  and  fo  was  not 
c;apable  of  being  chofen  to  be  Speaker ;  fo  that  his 
Msijc&y  deferred  his  going  to  the  Houfe  till  the 
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afternoon,  by  which  time  he  was  to  think  of  another 
Speaker. 

Upon  the  perufal  of  all  the  returns  into  the  Crown 
Office,  there  were  not  found  many  lawyers  of  eminent 
name,  (though  many  of  them  proved  very  eminent  men 
afterwards),  or  who  had  ferved  long  in  former  Parlia- 
ments, the  experience  whereof  was  to  be  wilhed  ;  and 
men  of  that  profeffion  had  been  moft  commonly 
thought  the  moft  proper  for  that  fervice,  and  the  put- 
ting it  out  of  that  channel  at  that  time  was  thought 
too  hazardous ;  fo  that,  after  all  the  deliberation  the 
fhortnefs  of  that  time  would  admit,  Mr.  Lenthall,  a 
Bencher  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  (a  lawyer  of  competent  prac- 
tice, and  no  ill  reputation  for  his  affeftion  to  the  Go- 
vernment both  of  Church  and  State),  was  pitched 
upon  by  the  King,  and  with  very  great  difficulty 
rather  prevailed  with  than  perfuadcd  to  accept  the 
charge.     And  no  doubt  a  worfe  could  not  have  been 
deputed  of  all  that  profeffion  who  were  then  return- 
ed ;  for  he  was  a  man  of  a  very  narrow,  timorous  na- 
ture, and  of  no  experience  or  converfation  in  the  afr 
feiirs  of  the  kingdom,  beyond  what  the  very  drudgery 
in  his  profeffion  (in  which  all  his  defign  was  to  make 
himfelf  rich)  engaged  him  in.     In  a  word,  he  was  in 
all  refpeAs  very  unequal  to  the  work;  and' not  know** 
ing  how  to  preferve  his  own  dignity,  or  to-  reftrain 
the  licence  and  exorbitance  of  others,  his  weakncft 
contributed  as  much  to  the  growing  mifchiefs,  as  th6 
malice  of  the  principal  contrivers.     However,  after 
the  King  had  that  afternoon  recommended  the  dif- 
tra^ed  condition  of  the  kingdom  (with  too  little  ma- 
jcfty)  to  the  wifdom  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
to  have  fuch  reformation  and  remedies  applied  as  they 
Ihould  thwk  fit,  propofing  to  them,  as  the  beft  rule 
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for  their  counfels,  "  that  all  things  fhould  be  reduced 
"  to  the  praftice  of  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth  ;" 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  no  fooner  returned  to  their 
Mr.  Lent.  Houfe,  than  they  qhofe  Mr.  Lenthall  to  be  their 
Spcato/  Speaker;  and  two  days  after,  with  the  ufual  cere- 
monies and  circumftances,  prefented  him  to  the  Kiog^ 
who  declared  his  acceptation ;  and  fo  both  Houfes 
were  ready  for  the  work. 

There  was  obferved  a  marvellous  elated  counte- 
nance in  many  of  the  members  of  Parliament  before 
thty  met  together  in  the  Houfe ;  the  fame  men  who 
fix  months  before  were  obferved  to  be  of  very  mode- 
rate tempers,  and  to  wifh  that  gentle  remedies  might 
be  applied,  without  opening  the  wound  too  wide,  and 
expofing  it  to  the  air,  and  rather  to  cure  what  was 
amifs  than  too  ftriftly  to  make  inquifition  into  the 
caufes  and  original  of  the  malady,  talked  now  in 
another  dialedt  both  of  things  and  perfqns.;  and 
laid,  '^  that  they  muft  now  be  of  another  temper 
^^than  they  were  the  laft  Parliament;  that  they  muft 
^^  not  only  fweep  the  Houfe  clean  below,  but  muft 
*^  pull  down  all  the  cobwebs  which  hung  in  the 
^^  top  and  corners,  that  they  might  not  breed  duft, 
^^  and  fo  m^ke  a  foul  Houfe  hereafter ;  that  they 
^^  had  now  an  opportunity  to  make  their  country 
^*  happy,  by  removing  4II  grievances,  and  pulling  up 
^^  the  caufes  of  them  by  the  roots,  if  all  men  would 
*^  do  their  duties ;"  and  ufed  much  other  fharp  dif- 
courfe  to  the  fame  purpofe  :  by  which  it  was  dif- 
cerned,  that  the  warmeft  and  boldeft  counfels  and 
overtures  would  find  a  much  better  reception  than 
thofe  of  a  more  temperate  allay;  which  fell  out  ac- 
cordingly: and  the  very  firft  day  they  met  toge- 
ther, in  which  they  could  enter  upon  bufinefs,  Mr. 

Pym, 
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Pym,  in  a  long,  formed  difcourfe,  lamented  the  mi-  JI'*.^*5^ 
ferable  ftate  and  condition  of  the  kingdom,  aggra- debate  of 
vated  all  the  particulars  which  had  been  done  amifs*^"*^"^^*** 
in  the  Government,  as  "  done  and  contrived  malici- 
*^  oufly,  and  upon  deliberation,  to  change  the  whole 
^^  frame,  and  to  deprive  the  nation  of  all  the  liberty  and 
^'  property  which  was  their  birthright  by  the  Jaws  of 
*^  the  land,  which  were  now  no  more  confidered,  but 
^'  fubjeAed  to  the  arbitrary  power  of  the  Pri vy-Coun- 
*^  cil,  which  governed  the  kingdom  according  to  their 
^^  will  and  pleafure ;  thefe  calamities  falling  upon  us 
*^  in  the  reign  of  a  pious  and  virtuous  King,  who 
^^  loved  his  people,  and  was  a  great  lover  of  juftice.'* 
And  thereupon  enlarging  in  fome  fpecious  commen- 
dation of  the  nature  and  goodnefs  of  the  King,  that 
he  might  wourfd  him  with  lefs  fufpicion,  he  faid, 
**  We  muft  enquire  from  what  fountain  thefe  waters 
"  of  bitternefs*  flowed  ;  what  perfons  they  were  who 
*^  had  fo  far  infinuated  themfelves  into  his  royal  af- 
^'  fedions,  as  to  be  able  to  pervert  his  excellent 
*^  judgment,  to  abufe  his  name,  and  wickedly  ap» 
^^  ply  his  authority  to  countenance  and  fupport  thei 
**  own  corrupt  defigns.  Though  he  doubted  there 
'^  would  be  many  found  of  this  claffis,  who  had  con- 
^^  tributed  their  joint  endeavours  to  bring  this  mifery 
*^  upon  the  nation ;  yet  he  believed  there  was  one 
**  more  lignal  in  that  adminiilration  than  the  reft,  be- 
^^  ing  a  man  of  great  parts  and  contrivance,  and  of 
*^  great  induftry  to  bring  what  he  defigned  to  pafs  ; 
^^  a  man,  who  in  the  memory  of  many  prefent  had 
^'  fate  in  that  Houfe  an  earneft  vindicator  of  the  laws, 
'^  and  a  moft  zealous  aflertor  and  champion  for  the 
*'  liberties  of  the  people  i  but  that  it  was  long  fincc 
«^  he  turned  apoftate  from  thofc  good  afFe6lions,  and, 

"  according^ 
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'<  according  to  the  cuftomand  nature  of  apoftates>  was 
*^  become  the  greateft  enemy  to  the  liberties  of  Iris 
**  country,  and  the  greateft  promoter  of  tyranny  that 
<«  any  age  had  prodmced/*  And  then  he  named  '^  the 
*^  Earl  of  Strafford^  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and 
"  Lord  Prefident  of  the  Council  eftablilhed  in  York, 
**  for  the  northern  parts  of  the  kingdom :  wha,  he 
*'  faid^  had  in  both  ^acesy  and  in  all  other  provinces 
^*  wherein;  his  fervice  had  been  ufcd  by  the  King, 
"  raifed  ample  monuments  of  his  tyrannical  nature  ; 
*'  and  that  he  beliered,  if  they  took  a  Ihort  furvey  of 
^^  his  adiions  and  behaviour,  they  would  find  him 
*^  the  principal  author  and  promoter  of  all  thofe  court- 
**  fels  which  had  expofed  the  kingdom  to  fo  mucb 
*<  ruin:"  and  fo  inftanced  in  fome  high  and  imperious 
adlions  done  by  him  in  England  and  in  Ireland,  fome 
proud  and  over-confident  expreilions  in  difcourfe, 
and  fome  pafiionate  advices  be  had  given  in  the  moft 
fecret  councils  and  debates  of  the  affairs  of  State;  ad- 
ding fome  lighter  pafTages  of  his  vanity  and  amours ; 
that  they  who  were  not  inflamed  with  anger  and  de-- 
teftation  againft  him  for  the  former,  might  have  lefs-- 
cfteem  and  reverence  for  his  prudence  and  difcretioa : 
and  fo  concluded,  ^*  That  they  would  well  confider 
**  how  to  provide  a  remedy  proportionable  to  the  dif- 
**  eafcy  and  to  prevent  the  fiirth^r  mifchiefs  they  were 
"  to  expecft  from  the  continuance  of  this  great  man's* 
•*  power  and  credit  with  the  King,  and  his  influence 
^^  upon  his  counfels/* 

From  the  time  that  the  Earl  of  Strafford  was* 
namedj  moft  men  believed  that  there  would  be  fome 
committee  appointed  to  receive  information  of  all  his* 
mifcarriages,  and  that,  upon  report  thereof,  they* 
would  farther  confLder  what  ccHirfc  to  take  in  the  ex- 
amination 
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cKnimtion  and  pfofecuticn  thereof:  but  they  had  al- 
ready prepared  awl  digeftcd  their  bufinefs  to  a  riper 
period. 

Mr.  Pym  had  no  fooner  finifhed  his  difcourfe,  than 
Sir  John  Clotworthy  (a  gentlemaii  of  Ireland,  and  utter- 
ly unknown  in  England,  who  was,  by  the  contrivance 
and  recommendation  of  fome  powerful  perfons, returned 
to  ferve  for  a  borough  in  Devonfhire,  that  fo  he  might 
be  enabled  to  ad  this  part  againft  the  Lord  Lieutenant) 
made  a  long  and  confufed.  relation  ^^  of  his  tyranni- 
*^  cal  carris^e  in  that  kingdom  ;  of  the  army  he  had 
**  raifed  there  to  invade  Scotland;  how  he  had  threat- 
*^  ened  the  Pajrliament,  if  they  granted  not  fuch  fup- 
^^  plies  as  he  required ;  of  an  oath  he  had  framed  ta 
*^  be  adminiftered  to  all  the  Scottiih  nation  which  in- 
*^  habited  that  kingdom,  and  his  fevere  proceeding* 
^^  againft  fome  perfons  of  quality  who  refufed  to  take 
*^  that  oath ;  and  that  he  had  with  great  pride  and 
f^  paflion  publicly  declared  at  his  leaving  that  kingdom, 
*'  If  ever  he  fliould  return  to  tliat  fword,  he  would 
"  not  leave  aScqttifli-niantoinhabit'in  Ireland:"  with 
Sk  multitude  of  very  exalted  expreffions,  and  fome 
very  high  a£):ions  in  his  adminiftration  of  that  go- 
vernment, in  wluch  the  lives  as  well  as  the  fortunes 
of  men  had  been  difpofed  of  out  of  the  common 
road  of  juftice  :  all  which  made  him  to  be  looked 
upon  as  a  man  very  terrible,  and  under  whofe  autho- 
rity men  would  not  choofe  to  put  themfelves. 

Several  other  perfons  appearing  ready  to  continue 
the  difcourfe,  and  the  morning  being  fpent,  fo  that, 
according  to  the  obfervation  of  Parliament  hours,  the 
time  of  riling  was  come,  an  order  was  fuddenly  made, 
*^  that  the  door  Ihould  be  Ihut,  and  nobody  fuffered 
*^  to  go  out  of  the  Houfe  ;**  which  had  rarely  been^ 

praAifed; 
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pra6Ufed ;  care  having  been  firft  taken  to  ^ve  fuch" 
advertifement  to  fome  of  the  Lords,  that  that  Houfc 
might  likewife  be  kept  from  riling;  which  would 
otherwife  very  much  have  broken  their  meafures. 

Then  Sir  John  Hotham,  and  fome  other  Yorkihire 
men^who  had  received  fome  difoWigation  from  the 
Earl  in  the  county,  continued  the  inveAive,  men- 
tioning many  particulars  of  his  imperious  carriage, 
and  that  he  had,  in  the  face  of  the  country,  upon  the 
execution  of  fome  illegal  commiflion,  declared,  ^'  that 
*^  they  fliould  find  the  little  finger  of  the  King's  pre- 
*^  rogative  heavier  upon  them  than  the  loins  of  the 
^*  law  ;'*  which  exprefllon,  though  upon  after-exami- 
nation it  was  found  to  have  a  quite  contrary  fenfe, 
marvelloufly  increafed  the  paffion  and  prejudice  to- 
wards him. 

In  conclufion,  after  many  hours  of  bitter  inveigh- 
ing, and  ripping  up  the  courfe  of  his  life  before  his 
coming  to  Court,  and  his  aAions  after,  it  was  moved, 
according  to  the  fecret  refolution  taken  before,  "  that 
"  he  might  be  forthwith  impeached  of  high  treafon;'* 
which  was  no  fooner  mentioned,  than  it  found  an 
univerfal  approbation  and  confent  from  the  whole 
Houfe :  nor  was  there,  in  all  the  debate,  one  perfon' 
who  offered  to  ftop  the  torrent  by  any  favourable 
teftimony  concerning  the  Earl's  carriage,  fave  only 
that  the  Lord  Falkland,  (who  was  very  well  known  to 
be  fat  from  having  any  kindnefs  for  him),  when  the 
propofition  was  made  for  the  prefent  accufing  him  of 
high  treafon,  modeftly  defired  the  Houfe  to  confider, 
"  Whether  it  would  not  fuit  better  with  the  gravity- 
"  of  their  proceedings,  firft  to  digeft  many  of  thofe 
"  particulars,  which  had  been  mentioned,  by  a  com- 
"  mittee,  before  they  fent  up  to  accufe  him  ?  declaring 

''  himfelf 
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"  himfelf  to  be  abundantly  fatisfied  that  there  wa^ 
"  enough  to  charge  hhn :"  which  was  very  ingenu- 
oufly  and  frankly  anfwered  by  Mr.  Pym,  "  That  fuch 
"  a  delay  might  probablly  blaft  all  their  hopes,  and 
*^  put  it  out  of  their  power  to  proceed  farther  than 
*^  they  had  don^  already  ;  that  the  Earl's  power  and 
^'  credit  with  the  King,  and  with  all  thofe  who  had 
*'  moft  credit  with  King  or  Queen,  was  fo  great,  that 
*^  when  he  Ihould  come  to  know  that  fo  much  of  his 
^*  wickednefs  was  •  difcovered,  his  own  confcience 
^^  would  tell  him  what  he  was  to  expeft  ;  and  there-  i 
*^  fore  he  would  undoubtedly  procure  the  Parliament  | 
^^  to  be  diffolved,  rather  than  undergo  the  juftice  of 
"  it,  or  take  fome  other  defperate  cdurfe  to  preferve 
^^  himfelf,  though  with  the  hazard  of  the  kingdom's 
^^  ruin  :  whereas,  if  they  prefently  fent  up  to  impeach 
"  him  of  high  trcafon  before  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  in 
^*  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  all  the  Commons  of 
*^  England,  who  were  reprefented  by  them,  the  Lords 
^^  would  be  obliged  in  juftice  to  commit  him  into  fafe 
*^  cuftody,  and  fo  fequefter  him  from  reforting  to 
'*  Council,  or  having  accefs  to  his  Majefty  :  and  then 
*^  they  fliould  proceed  againft  him  in  the  ufual  form 
'^  with  all  neceffary  expedition." 

To  thofe  who  were  known  to  have  no  kindnefs  for 
him,  and  feemed  to  doubt  whether  all  the  particulars 
alleged,  being  proved,  would  amount  to  high  treafon, 
it  was  alleged,  **  That  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were 
^^  not  judges,  but  only  accufers,  and  that  the  Lords 
^^  were  the  proper  judges  whether  fuch  a  complica- 
**  tion  of  enormous  crimes  in  one  perfon  did  not 
^*  amount  to  the  hi^eft  offence  the  law  took,  notice 
^*  of,  and  therefore  that  it  was  fit  to  prefent  it  to 
^*  them."    Thefe  reafons  of  the  hafte  they  made,  fo 

*  clearly 
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clearly  delivered,  gave  that  univerfal  fatisfa<Stion,  that^ 
without  farther  coftfidering  the  injuftice  and  unrea- 
fonablenefs  of  it,  they  voted  unanirtioufly  (for  ought 
appeared  to  the  contrary  by  any  avowed  contradic- 
ThcCom-  tion)  ^^That  they  would  forthwith  fend  up  to  the 
^ch  Ac  *'  Lords,  and  accufc  the  Earl  of  Strafford  of  high 
S^'^^L  r  **  treafon,  and  feveral  other  crimes  and  mifdemean- 
high  trea-  «  ours,  and  deure  that  he  might  be  prefently  fe- 
'*  queftered  from  the  Council,  and  committed  to  fafe 
•^  cuftody  ;**  and  Mr*  Pym  was  made  choice  of  for 
the  meffenger  to.  perform  that  office.    This  being  de- 
termined, the  doors  were  opened,  and  moft  of  the 
fioufe  accompanied  him  on  the  errands 

It  was  about  three  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon, 
when  the  Earl  of  Strafford  (being  infirm,  amd  not 
well  difpofed  in  his  health,  and  fo  not  having  flirred 
Out  of  his  houfe  that  morning)  hearing  that  both 
Houfes  ftill  fate,  thdught  fit  to  go  thither.  It  was 
believed  by  fome  (upon  what  ground  was  never  clear 
enough)  that  he  made  that  hafi:e  then  to  acctife  the 
Lord  Say,  and  fome  others,  of  having  induced  the 
Scots  to  invade  the  kingdom  :  but  he  was  fcatce  en- 
tered into  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  when  the  mefTage 
from  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  called  in,  and  when 
Mr.  Pym  at  the  bar,  and  in  the  name  of  all  the  Com- 
mons of  England,  impeached  Thomas  Earl  of  Straf- 
ford (with  the  addition  of  all  his  other  titles)  of  high 
treafon,  and  feveral  other  heinous  crimes  and  mifde-* 
meanours,  of  which  he  faid  the  Commons  would 
in  due  time  make  proof  in  form ;  and  in  the  mean 
time  defired  in  their  name,  that  he  might  be  fe- 
queftered  from  all  councils,  aifd  be  put  into  fafe 
cuftody  i  and  fo  withdrawing,  the  Earl  was,  with 
more  clamour  than  was  fuitable  to  the  gravity  of  that 

fupreme 
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fupreme  Court,  called  upon  to  withdraw,  hardly  ob* 
taining  leave  to  be  firft  heard  in  his  place,  which 
could  not  be  denied  him. 

He  then  lamented  "  his  great  misfortune  to  lie 
'*  under  fo  heavy  a  charge  ;  profefled  his  innocence 
^^  and  integrity,  which  he  made  no  doubt  he  Ihould 
^  make  appear  to  them ;  dcfired  that  he  might  have 
**  his  liberty,  until  fome  guilt  Ihould  be  proved  ;  and 
*^  defired  them  to  confider,  what  mifchief  they  ihould 
^^  bring  upon  themfelves,  if  upon  fuch  a  general 
*^  charge,  without  the  mention  of  any  one  crime,  a 
*^  Peer  of  the  realm  Ihould  be  conunitted  to  prifon, 
**  and  fo  deprived  of  his  place  in  that  Houfe,  where 
*^  he  was  fummoned  by  the  King's  writ  to  aflift  in 
*^  their  counfels ;  and  of  what  confcquence  fuch  a 
*^  precedent  might  be  to  their  own  privilege  and  birth- 
*^  right:"  and  then  withdrew.  The  Peers  with  very  The  Earn* 
little  debate  refolved  ^^  he  Ihould  be  committed  tof"*"?""^"*^ 

to  tne 

"  the  cuftody  of  the  Gentleman  Ufher  of  the  Black-  buc1mo<l 
**  rod,  th^e  to  remain  until  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
^^  Ihould  bring  in  a  particular  charge  agdnft  him  :** 
which  determination  of  the  Houfe  was  pronounced 
to  him  at  the  bar  upon  his  knees,  by  the  Lord  Keeper 
of  the  Great  Seal,  upon  the  wool«fack  :  and  fo  being 
taken  away  by  Maxwell,  Gentleman  Ufher,  Mr.  Pym 
was  called  in,  and  informed  what  the  Houfe  had  done; 
after  which  (it  being  then  about  four  of  the  clock) 
both  Houfes  adjourned  till  the  next  day. 

When  this  work  was  fo  profperoufly  over,  they  be* 
gun  to  confider,  that  notwithftanding  all  the  induftry 
that  had  been  ufed  to  procure  fuch  members  to  be 
chofen,  or  returned  though  not  chofen,  who  had  been 
moft  refraftory  to  the  Government  of  the  Church 
jmd^  State ;   yet  that  the  Houfe  was  fo  conftituted, 

that 
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that  When  the  firft  heat  (which  almoft  all  men  brought 
with  them)  Ihould  be  a  little  allayed,  violent  counfels 
would  not  be  long  hearkened  to :  and  therefore,  as 
they  took  great  care  by  the  committee  of  eledtions  to 
remove  as  many  of  thofe  members  as  they  fufpedled 
Hot  to  be  inclinable  to  their  paffions,  upon  pretence 
^*  that  they  were  not  regularly  chofen,"  that  fo  they 
might  bring  in  others  more  pliable  in  their  places  ;  in 
which  no  rule  of  juftice  was  fo  much  as  pretended  to 
be  obferved  by  them ;  infomuch  as  it  was  often  faid 
by  leading  men  amongft  them,  "  That  they  ought  in 
^*  thofe  cafes  of  eledlions  to  be  guided  by  the  fitnefs. 
'^  and  worthinefs  of  the  perfon,  whatfoever  the  defire 
^^  of  thofe  was,  in  whom  the  right  of  eleftion  re- 
"  mained ;"  and  therefore  one  man  hath  been  ad- 
mitted upon  the  fame  rule  by  which  another  hath 
been  rejefted  J  fo  they  declared,  "  That  no  perfon, 
*^  how  lawfully  ind  regularly  foever  chofen  and  re- 
*^  turned,  fhould  be  and  fit  aS  a  member  with  them, 
'^  who  had  been  a  party  or  favourer  of  any  projedt,  or 
"^^  who  had  been  employed  in  any  illegal  commiffion." 
By  this  means  (contrary  to  tlie  cufloms  and  rights 
of  Parliament)  many  Gentlemen  of  good  quality  were 
removed,  in  whofe  places  commonly  others  were  cho- 
fen of  more  agreeable  difpofitions :  but  in  this  like-« 
wife  there  was  no  rule  obferved ;  for  no  perfon  was 
hereby  removed,  of  whom  there  was  any  hope  that  he 
migh^  be  applied  to  the  violent  courfes  which  were 
intended.  Upon  which  occafion  the  King  charged' 
them  in  one  of  his  declarations,  "  that  when,  rmder 
**  that  notion  of  projeiftors,  they  expelled  many,  they 
*^  yet  never  queftioned  Sir  Henry  Mildmay,  or  Mr. 
*'  Laurence  Whitaker  ;*'  who  had  been  moft  fcandal- 
oufly  engaged  in  thofe  preffures,  though  fince  more 

.  fcan- 


OF  THE  REBELLION,  &c.  273 

(candaloufly  in  all  enterprifes  againft  his  Majefty;  to 
which  never  any  anfwer  or  reply  was  made. 

The  next  art  was  to  make  the  feverity  and  rigour- 
of  the  Houfe  as  formidable  as  was  pofRble,  and  to 
make  as  many  men  apprehend  themfelves  obnoxious 
to  the  Houfe,  as  had  been  in  any  truft  or  employ- 
ment in  the  kingdom.  Thus  they  paffed  many  gene- 
ral votes  concerning  Ship-money^  in  which  all  who 
had  been  High  Sheriffs,  and  fo  collected  it,  were  high- 
ly concerned.  The  like  Iharp  conclufions  were  made 
upon  all  Lords  Lieutenants  and  their  deputies,  which 
were  the  prime  Gentlemen  of  quality  in  all  the  coun- 
ties of  England.  Then  upon  fome  difquiiition  of  the 
proceedings  in  the  Star-Chamber,  and  at  the  Council- 
Table,  all  who  concurred  in  fiich  a  fentence,  and  con- 
fented  to  fuch  an  order,  were  declared  criminal,  ancl 
to  be  proceeded  againft.  So  that,  in  a  moment,  all 
the  Lords  of  the  Council,  all  who  had  been  Deputy- 
Lieutenants,  or  High  Sheriffs,  during  the  late  years, 
found  themfelves  within  the  mercy  of  thefe  grand  in- 
quifitors  :  and  hearing  new  terms,  of  art,  that  a  com- 
plication of  feveral  mifdemeanours  might  grow  up  to 
treafon,  and  the  like,  it  was  no  wonder  if  men  delired 
by  all  means  to  get  their  favour  and  prote6tion. 

When  they  had  fufficiently  ftartled  men  by  thefe  The  Arch^ 
proceedings,  and  upon  half  an  hour's  debate   feni  canterbury 
up  an  accufation  againft  the  Lord  Archbifhop  of^^^^mH 
Canterbury  of  high  treafon,  and  fo  removed   him^*^"' 
likewife  from  the  King's  Council,  they  refted  fatisfied 
with  their  general  rules,  votes,  and  orders,  without 
making  hafte  to  proceed  either  againft  things  or  per- 
fons ;  being  willing  rather  to  keep  men  in  fufpenfe, 
and  to  have  the  advantage  of  their  fears,  than,  by 
letting  them  fee  the  worft  that  could  befal  them,  lofc 
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the  behefit  of  their  application.     For  this  reafon  they 
ufed  their  utmoft  Ikill  to  keep  off  any  debate  of  Ship* 
tnoney,  that  that  whole  bufinefs  might  hang  like  a 
meteor  over  the  heads  of  thofe  that  were  in  any  degree 
faulty  in  it;  and  it  was  obfervable,  when,  notwith- 
itanding  all  their  endeavours  to  divert  it,  that  bufinefs 
was  brought  into  debate,  and  upon  that  (which  could 
not  be  avoided)  the  Lord  Fiiich  named  as  an  avowed 
facftor  and  procurer  of  that  odious  judgment ;  who, 
if  their  rule  were  true,  **  that  an  endeavour  to  alter 
*^  the  government  by  law,  and  to  introduce  an  arbi- 
^*  trary  power,  were  treafon,"  was  the  moft  notorioufly 
and  unexcufably  guilty  of  that  crime  of  any  man 
that  could  be   named ;    before   they  would   endure 
the   mention  of  an  accufation  of  high  treafon,  they 
appointed  a  committee,  with  great  deliberation  and 
folemnity,  to  bring  in  a  charge  formally  prepared, 
(which  had  not  been  done  in  the  cafe  of  the  Lord 
Archbifliop,  or  the  Earl  of  Strafford),  and  then  gave 
him  a  day  to  be  heard  for  himfelf  at  the  Houfe  of 
Commons*  bar,  whereby,  againft  all  order,  he  was  to 
take  notice  of  what  was  handled  in  the  Houfe  con- 
cerning himfelf  J  and  then  finding  that,  by  their  own 
rules,  he  would  be  likewife  accufed  of  high  treafon, 
they  continued  the  debate  fo  long,  that  the  Lords' 
Houfe  was  rifen,  fo  that  the  accufation  was  not  car- 
ried up  till  the  next  morning  ;  and  before  that  time. 
The  Lotd  the  Lord  Keeper  (being  well  informed  of  all  that  had 
Fi^with-paffed)   had  withdrawn  himfelf;    and  ihortly  after 
vL'dfa^;  went  into  Holland:   the  Lord  Littleton,  then  Chief 
Jufl:ice  of  the  Court  of  Comm6n  Pleas,  being  made 
Keeper  of  the  Grelt  Seal  of  England  in  his  place. 
About  the  fame  time.  Sir  Francis  Windebank,  one 
'    of  the  principal  Secretaries  of  State,  and  then  a  mem^ 
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ber  6f  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  was  accufed  of  matiy 
tranfaftions  on  the  behalf  of  the  papifts,  of  feveral  na- 
tures, (whofe  extraordinary  patron  indeed  he  was),  and 
he  being  then  prefent  in  the  Houfe,  feveral  warrants 
under  his  own  hand  were  produced  for  the  difcharge 
of'profeGutions  againft  priefts,  and  for  the  releafe  of 
priefts  out  of  prifon  :  whereupon,  whilft  the  mattef 
Ihould  be  debated,  according  to  cuftom  he  was  or- 
dered to  withdraw,  and  fo  went  into  the  ufual  place, 
the  committee-chamber;  immediately  whereupon, 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  went  to  a  conference  with  the 
Lords  upon  fome  other  occafion,  and  returning  from 
that  conference,  no  more  refimied  the  debate  of  the 
Secretary ;  but  having  confidered  fome  other  bufinefs, 
rofe  at  their  ufual  hour ;  and  fo  the  Secretary  had  li- 
berty to  go  to  his  own  houfe  ;  from  whence,  obferv^ 
ing  the  difpofition  of  the  Houfe,  and  well  knowing 
what  they  were  able  to  fay  againft  him,  he  had  no  more 
mind  to  truft  himfelf  in  that  company,  but  the  fame 
night  withdrew  himfelf  from  any  place  where  enquiry  a«.<iwiike- 
might  be  made  for  him,  and  was  no  more  heard  of  tilltary  wiu/ 
the  news  came  of  his  being  landed  in  France.  dcbank. 

So  that  within  lefs  than  fix  weeks,  for  no  more  was 
yet  elapfed,  thefe  terrible  reformers  had  caufed  the 
two  greateft  Counfellors  of  the  kingdom,  and  whom 
they  moft  feared,  and  fo  hated,  to  be  removed  from 
the  King,  and  imprifoned,  under  an  accufation  of 
high  treafon ;  and  frighted  away  the  Lord  Keeper 
of  the  Great  Seal  of  England,  and  one  of  the  princi- 
pal Secretaries  of  State,  into  foreign  kingdoms,  for 
fear  of  the  like  ;  befides  the  preparing  all  the  Lords 
of  the  Council,  and  very  many  of  the  principal  Gen- 
tlemen throughout  England,  who  (as  was  laid  before) 
had  been  High  Sheriffs,  and  Deputy-Lieutenants,  to 
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expcift  fuch  meafure  of  puniihment  from  their  general 
votes  and  refolutions,  as  their  fixture  demeanour  fhould 
draw  upon  them,  for  their  paft  offences :  by  which 
means,  they  were  like  to  find  no  vigorous  refiftance 
or  oppofition  in  their  fiirther  defigns. 

I  could  never  yet  learn  the  true  reafon,  why  they 
fuffered  Secretary  Windebank  to  efcape  their  juftice, 
(for  the  Lord  Finch,  it  was  vifible  he  was  in  their  fa- 
vour, and  they  would  gladly  have  preferved  him  in 
the  place),  againft  whom  they  had  more  pregnant  tef- 
'  timony  of  offences  within  the  verge  of  the  law,  than 

againft  any  perfon  they  have  accufed  fince  this  Par- 
liament, and  of  fome  that,  it  may  be,  might  have 
proved  capital,  and  fo  their  appetite  of  blood  might 
have  been  fatisfied :  for,  befides  his  frequent  letters 
of  interceflion  in  his  own  name,  and  fignification  of 
his  Majefty's  pleafure,  on  the  behalf  of  papifts  and 
priefts,  to  the  judges,  and  to  other  minifters  of  juflice; 
and  proteftions  granted  by  himfelf  to  priefts,  that  no^ 
body  fhould  moleft  them  ;  he  harboured  fome  priefts 
in  his  own  houfe,  knowing  them  to  be  fuch  ;  which, 
by  the  flatute  made  'in  the  twenty-ninth  year  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  is  made  felony  :  and  there  were 
fome  warrants  under  his  own  hand  for  the  releafe  of 
priefts  out  of  Newgate,  who  were  aftually  attainted  of 
treafon,  and  condemned  to  be  hanged,  drawn,  and' 
quartered ;  which,  by  the  flxiA  letter  of  the  fi:atute, 
the  lawyers  faid,  woidd  have  been  very  penal  to  him, 

I  remember  one  ftory  brought  into  the  Houfe  con- 
cerning him,  that  adminiftered  fome  mirth  :  A  mef- 
fenger,  (I  think  his  name  was  Newton),  who  princi- 
pally attended  the  fervice  of  apprehending  priefts, 
came  one  day  to  him  in  his  garden,  and  told  him, 
^^  that  he  had  brought  with  him  a  prieft,  a  fUrring 
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'^  and  aiftive  perfon,  whom  he  had  apprehended  that 
"  morning  j  and  defired  to  know,  to  what  prifon  he 
*'  ihould  carry  him."  The  Secretary  Iharply  alked 
him,  "Whether  he  would  never  give  over  this  blood- 
^'  thirfty  humour  ?"  and  in  great  anger  calling  him 
knave,  and  taking  the  warrant  from  him  by  which  he 
had  apprehended  him,  departed  without  giving  any 
other  direction.  The  meflenger,  appalled,  thought 
the  prieft  was  fome  perfon  in  favour,  and  therefore 
took  no  more  care  of  him,  but  fufFered  him  to  depart. 
'The  prieft,  freed  from  this  fright,  went  fecurely  to  his 
lodgings,  and  within  two  or  three  days  was  arretted 
for  debt,  and  carried  in  execution  to  prifon.  Shortly 
after,  Secretary  Windebank  fent  for  the  meflenger, 
and  alked  him,  ^*  What  was  become  of  the  prieft  he 
"  had  at  fuch  a  time  brought  before  him  ?"  He  told 
him,  *^  that  he  conceived  his  honour  had  been  of- 
'*  fended  with  the  apprehenfion  of  him,  and  therefore 
^*  he  had  looked  no  farther  after  him."  The  Secre- 
tary in  much  paflion  told  him,  ^^  the  difcharging  a 
*^  prieft  was  no  light  matter  ;  and  that  if  he  fpeediljf- 
**  found  him  not,  he  ihould  anfwer  the  default  with 
•^  his  life  ;  that  the  prieft  was  a  dangerous  fellow,  and 
^^  muft  not  efcape  in  that  faftiion."  The  meflenger, 
befides  his  natural  inclination  to  that  exercife,  terri- 
fied with  thofe  threats,  left  no  means  untried  for  the 
difcovery,  and  at  laft  heard  where  the  man  was  in  ex- 
ecution in  prifon :  thither  he  went,  and  demanded 
the  prieft  (who  was  not  there  known  to  be  fuch)  as 
his  prifoner  formerly,  and  efcaped  from  him ;  and  by 
virtue  of  his  firft  warrant  took  him  again  into  his  cuf- 
tody,  and  immediately  carried  him  to  the  Secretary  ; 
and  within  few  days  after,  the  prieft  was  difcharged, 
and  at  liberty.     The  jailor,  in  whofe  cuftody  he  had 
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been  put  for  debt,  was  arrefted  by  the  parties  grieved, 
and  be  again  fued  the  meflenger,  who  appealed  for 
juftice  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  againft  the  Se- 
cretary. 

This  cafe  had  been. prefen ted  to  the  committee, 
and  was  ready  to  be  reported,  with  all  thofe  warrants 
under  his  own  hand  before  mentioned^  at  the  time 
when  Secretary  Windebank  was  in  the  Houfe.  Be- 
lides  that,  he  was  charged  by  the  Lords,  by  meilage 
or  at  a  conference,  for  breach  of  privilege  at  the  dif- 
folution  of  the  laft  Parliament,  and  ligning  warrants 
for  the  fearching  the  ftudies  and  papers  of  fome 
members ;  for  which,  according  to  the  dodtrine  then 
received,  he  might  have  been  put  into  the  cuftody  of 
the  Serjeant  of  the  Houfe.  But  as  the  laft  occafion 
was  not  laid  hold  of,  becaufe  it  would  have  inevitably 
involved  his  brother  Secretary,  Sir  Harry  Vane,  who 
was  under  the  fame  charge,  and  againft  whom  indeed 
that  charge  was  aimed :  fo,  it  feems,  they  were  con- 
tented he  Ihould  make  an  efcape  from  any  trial  for 
the  reft;  either,  becaufe  they  thought  his  place  would 
be  fooner  void  by  his  flight  than  by  his  trial,  which 
would  have  taken  up  fome  time,  and  required  fome 
formality,  they  having  defigned  that  place  to  Mr. 
HoUis;  or,  that  they  thought  he  would,  upon  any 
examination,  draw  in  fomewhat  to  the  prejudice  of  Sir 
Henry  Vane,  whom  they  were  to  protedb :  and  fo  they 
were  well  content  with  his  efcape. 

Having  rnade  their  firft  entrance  upon  bulinefs  with 
this  vigour,  they  proceeded  every  day  with  the  fame 
fervoup;  and  he  who  exprcflcd  moft  warmth  againft  the 
Court  and  the  Government,  was  heard  with  the  moft 
favour ;  every  day  producing  many  formed  elaborate 
orations  againft  all  tlie  a6ls  of  State  which  had  been 
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done  for  many  years  preceding.     That  they  might 
haften  the  profecution  of  the  Earl  of  StrafFocd,  which 
was  their  firft  great  defign,  they  made  a  clofe  com- 
mittee of  fuch  members  as  they  knew  to  be  moft  for 
their  purpofe,  who  Ihould,  under  an  obligation  of  fe- 
crecy,  prepare  the  heads  of  a  charge  againft  him.; 
which  had  been  feldom  or  never  heard  of  before  ia 
Parliament :  and  that  they  might  be  fure  to  do  their 
bufinefs  cffeAually,  they  fent  a  meflage  to  the  Houfe 
of  Peers,  to  delire  them  "  to  nominate  a  felecSl  com- 
**  mittee  likewife  of  a  few,  to  examine  upon,  oath  fuch 
^^  witneffes,  as  the  committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
'*  mons  for  preparing  the  charge  againft  the  Earl  of 
^*  Strafford  fhould  produce  before  them,  and  in  their 
•'prcfence,  and  upon  fuch   interrogatories  as  they 
"  fhould  offer ;"  which,  though  it  was  without  pre- 
cedent or  example,  the  Lords  prefently  confented  to, 
and  named  fuch  men  as  knew  well  what  they  had  to 
do.    Then  they  caufed  petitions  to  be  every  day  pre-- 
fented,  by  fome  who  had  been  grieved  by  any  fevere  ' 
fentences  in  the  Star-Chamber,  or  conunitted  by  the 
Lords  of  the  Council,  againfl  Lords  Lieutenants  of 
counties,  and  their  Deputy-Lieutenants,  for  having  le-^ 
vied  money  upon  the  country,  for  conducing  and 
clothing  of  foldiers,  and  other  actions  of  a  martial  na- 
ture, (which  had  been  done  by  thofe  officers  fo  quali- 
fied, from  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  was  prac- 
tifed  throughout  her  reign),  and  againft  Sheriffs,  for 
having  levied  Ship-money.     Upon  all  which  petitions 
(the  matter  being  prefled  and  aggravated  ftill  upon 
every  particular  by  fome  member  of  note  and  autho- 
rity, upon  which)  all  the  adls  how  formal  and  judicial 
foever,  without  fo  much  as  hearing  the  fentences  or 
judgments  read,  were  voted  ^^  to  be  illegal,  and  againft 
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*^  the  liberty  and  property  of  the  fubjeft ;  and  that 
^^  all  who  were  guilty  of  fuch  proceedings  ihould  be 
^^  profecuted  for  their  prefumption^  and  ihould  like- 
*'  wife  pay  damages  to  the  perfons  injured." 

By  which  general  votes  (all  paiTed  witKin  a  fhort 
time  after  the  fitting  of  the  Parliament)  they  had 
made  themfelves  fo  terrible,  that  all  Privy-Counfel- 
lors^  as  well  for  what  they  had  done  at  the  Board,  as 
in  the  Star-Chamber ;  (where  indeed  many  notable 
fentences  had  paifed,  with  fomf  excefs  in  the  punifh* 
ment) ;  all  Lords  Lieutenants,  who  for  the  moft  part 
were  likewife  Counfellors,  whereof  all  were  of  the 
Houfe  of  Peers ;  and  then  all  who  were  Deputy-Lieu- 
tenants, or  had  been  Sheriffs  lince  the  firft  iffuing  out 
of  writs  for  the  coUeAion  of  Ship-money,  whereof 
very  many  were  then  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons ; 
found  themfelves  involved  under  fome  of  thofe  votes, 
and  liable  to  be  proceeded  againft  upon  the  firft  pro- 
vocation ;  whereby  they  were  kept  in  fuch  awe,  both 
in  the  one  Houfe  and  the  other,  as  if  they  were  upon 
their  good  behaviour,  that  they  durft  not  appear  to 
diflike,  much  lefs  to  oppofe,  whatfoever  was  pro^ 
pofed. 

All  perfons  imprifoned  for  fedition  by  the  Star* 
Chamber  upon  the  moil  folemn  examination  and  the 
moil  grave  deliberation;  were  fet  at  liberty,  that  they 
might  profecute  their  appeals  in  Parliament.  In  the 
mean  time,  though  there  were  two  armies  in  the 
bowels  of  the  kingdom,  at  fo  vail  an  expence,  care 
was  taken  only  to  provide  money  to  pay  them,  with- 
out the  leaft  mention  that  the  one  ihould  return  into 
Scotland,  and  the  other  be  diibanded,  that  fo  that 
vaft  expence  might  be  determined  :  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, frequent  iniinuations  were  given,  *^  that  many 
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*^  great  things  were  firft  to  be  doiie  before  the  armies 
*^  could  be  difbanded  ;"  only  they  defired  the  King 
**  that  all  Papijfts  might  be  forthwith  calhiered  out 
^^  of  his  army/'  which  his  Majefly  could  riot  deny  ; 
and  fo  fomc  officers  of  good  account  were  immedi- 
ately difmiifed. 

It  will  not  be  impertinent  nor  unnatural  to  this  The  temper 
prefent  difcourfe,  to  fet  down  in  this  place  the  pre-Houfcsat 
fent  temper  and  conftitution  of  both  Houfes  of  Parlia-lnd  thT^' 
ment,  that  it  may  be  the  lefs  wondered  at,  that  foj**^'®^ 
prodigious  an  alteration  Ihould  be  made  in  fo  Ihort  a^^^^'^s 
time,  and  the  Crown  fallen  fo  low,  that  it  could  nei-  both. 
thcr  fupport  itfelf  and  its  own  majefty,  nor  them  who 
would  appear  faithful  to  it. 

Of  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  the  great  contrivers  and  de- 1"  *h« 
figners  were,  firft  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  a  wife  man,Pccnthe 
and  of  too  great  and  plentiful  a  fortune  to  wilh  a  Bedford; 
fubverfion  of  the  government ;   and  it  quickly  ap- 
peared, that  he  only  intended  to  make  himfelf  and 
his  friends  great  at  Court,  not  at  all  to  leifen  the 
Court  itfelf.  * 

The  Lord  Vifcoxmt  Say,  a  man  of  a  clofe  and  re-ThcLoni 
ferved  nature,  of  a  mean  and  narrow  fortune,  of  great  *^* 
parts,  and  of  the  higheft  ambition;  but  whofe  ambition 
would  not  be  fatisfied  with  offices  and  preferments, 
without  fome  condefcenfions  and  alterations  in  ecclefi- 
aftical  matters.  He  had  for  many  years  been  the  oracle 
of  tbofe  who  were  called  Puritans  in  the  worft  fenfe, 
and  fteered  all  their  counfels  and  defigns.  He  was  a 
notorious  enemy  to  the  Church,  and  to  moft  of  the 
eminent  Churchmen,  with  fome  of  whom  he  had 
particular  contefts.  He  had  always  oppofed  and  con- 
tradicted all  a6ts  of  State,  and  all  taxes  and  impofi- 
tions,  which  were  not  exadlly  legal^  and  fo  had  as 
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eminently  and  as  obftinatcly  refufed  the  payment  of 
Ship-money  as  Mr.  Hambden  had  done ;  though  the 
latter,   by  the   choice  of  the  King's  Council,  had 
brought  his  caufe  to  be  firfi:  heard  and  argued,  with 
which  judgment  it  was  intended  the  whole  right  of 
that  matter  Ihould  be  concluded,  and  all  other  caufea 
over-ruled.     The   Lord   Say  would   not  acquiefce, 
but  prefled  to  have  his  own  cafe  argued,  and  was 
fo  folicitous  in  perfon  with  all  the  judges,  both  pri- 
vately at  their  chambers,  and  publicly  in  the  court 
at  Weftminfter,  that  he  was  very  grievous  to  them^ 
His  commitment  at  York  the  year  before,  bccaufe  he 
refufed  to  take  an  oath,  or  rather  fubfcribe  a  protefta- 
tion,  againft    holding  intelligence  with  the   Scots, 
when  the  King  firfk  marched  ag^nft  them,  had  given 
him  much  credit.     In  a  word,  he  had  very  great  au- 
thority with  all  the  difcontented  party  throughout 
the  kingdom,  and  a  good  reputation  with  many  who 
were  not  difcontented,  who  believed  him  to  be  a  wife 
man  and  of  a  very  ufeful  temper,  in  an  age  of  licence^^ 
and  one  who  would  ftill  adhere  to'  the  law. 
TbeLordi       The  Lord  Mandevile,  eldeft  fon  to  the  Lord  Privy- 
Seal,  was  a  perfon  of  great  civility,  and  very  well 
bred,  and  had  been  early  in  the  Court  under  the  fa- 
vour of  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  a  lady  of  whofc 
family  he  had  married  :    he  had  attended  upon  the 
Prince  when  he  was  in  Spain,  and  had  been  called  ta 
the  Houfe  of  Peers  in  the  life-time  of  his  father,  by 
the  name  of  the  Lord  Kimbolton,  which  was  a  very 
extraordinary  favour.     Upon  the  death  of  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham,   his  wife  being  likewife  dead,  he 
married  the  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Warwick;  a  man 
in  no  grace  at  Court,  and  looked  upon  as  the  greateft 
patron  of  the  Puritans,  bccaufe  of  much  the  greateft 
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efUte  pf  all  who  favoured  them,  and  fo  was  efteemed 
by  them   with    great    application    and  veneration: 
though  he  was  of  a  life  very  licentious,  and  uncon- 
formable to  their  pfofefled  rigour,  which  they  rather 
difpcnfed  with,  than  they  would  withdraw  from  4 
houfe  where  they  received  fo  eminent  a  protection, 
and  fuch  notable  bounty.     Upon  this  latter  marriage 
the  Lord  Mandevile  totally  eftranged  himfelf  from 
the  Court,  and  upon  all  occafions  appeared  enough 
to  diflike  what  was  done  there,  and  engaged  himfelf 
wholly  in  the  converfation  of  thofe  who  were  moft 
jiotorioufly  of  that  party,  whereof  there  was  a  kind  of 
fraternity  of  many  perfons  of  good  condition,  who 
choife  to  live  together  in  one  family,  at  a  gentleman's 
houfe  of  a  fair  fortune,  near  the  place  where  the 
Ix^rd  Mandevile  lived ;  whither  others  of  that  claffis 
likewife  reforted,  and  maintained  a  joint  and  mutual 
correfpondence  and  converfation  together  with  much 
familiarity  and  friendihip :  that  Lord,  to  fupport  and 
the  bptter  to  improve  that  popularity,  living  at  a 
much  higher  rate  than  the  narrow  exhibition  allowed 
to  him  by  his  wary  father  could  juftify,  making  up 
the  reft  by  contradling  a  great  debt,  which  long  lay 
heavy  upon  him ;  by  which  generous  way  of  living, 
and  by  his  natural  civility,  good  manners,  and  good 
jngture,  which  flowed  towards  all  men,  he  was  univer- 
laUy  acceptable  and  beloved ;  and  no  man  more  in 
the  confidence  of  the  difcontented  and  faftious  party 
than  he,  and  none  to  whom  the  whole  mafs  of  their 
defigns,  as  well  what  remained  in  chaos  as  what  was 
jFormed,  was  more  entirely  communicated,  and  no  man 
more    confulted  with.     And  therefore    thefe   three 
Lords  are  nominated  as  the  principal  agents  in  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  (though  there  were  many  there  of 

quality 
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quality  and  intereft  much  fuperior  to  any  of  them), 
becaufe  they  were  principally  and  abfolutely  trufted 
by  thofe  who  were  to  manage  all  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  to  raife  that  fpirit  which  was  upon  all 
occafions  to  inflame  the  Lords.  Yet  it  being  enough 
known  and  underftood,  that,  how  indifpofed  and  angry 
focver  many  of  them  at  prefent  appeared  to  be,  there 
would  be  ftill  a  major  part  there,  who  would,  if  they 
were  not  over-reached,  adhere  to  the  King  and  the 
eftablifhed  Government,  and  therefore  thefe  three  per- 
fons  were  truflied  without  referve,  and  relied  upon  fo  to 
fteer,  as  might  increafe  their  party  by  all  the  arts 
imaginable ;  and  they  had  dexterity  enough  to  appear 
to  depend  upon  thofe  three  Lords,  who  were  looked 
upon  as  greater,  and  as  popular  men;  and  to  be  fubfer- 
vient  to  their  purpofes,  whom  in  truth  they  governed 
and  difpofed  of. 
The  Earl  of  And  by  thefe  artifices,  and  application  to  his  va- 
nity, and  magnifying  the  general  reputation  and  cre- 
dit he  had  with  the  people,  and  fliarpening  the  fenfe 
he  had  of  his  late  ill  treatment  at  Court,  they  fully 
prevailed  upon,  and  poflefled  themfelves  of,  the  Earl 
ofEflex;  who,  though  he  was  no  good  fpeaker  in 
public,  yet,  by  having  fate  long  in  Parliament,  was 
fo  well  acquainted  with  the  order  of  it  in  very  adive 
times,  that  he  was  a  better  fpeaker  there  than  any 
where  elfe,  and  being  always  heard  with  attention  and 
refpedl,  had  much  authority  in  the  debates.  Nor 
did  he  need  any  incitement  (which  made  all  ap- 
proaches to  him  the  more  eafy)  to  do  any  thing 
againft  the  perfons  of  the  Lord  Archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury and  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  towards 
whom  he  profeflTed  a  full  diflike  ;  who  were  the  only 
perfons  againft  whom  there  was  any  declared  defign, 
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and  againf):  whom  the  Scots  had  in  their  manifefto 
demoded  juftice,  as  the  caufc  of  the  war  between 
the  nations.  And  in  this  profecution  there  was  too 
great  a  concurrence :  Warwick,  Brook,  Wharton, 
Paget,  Howard,  and  fome  others,  implicidy  followed 
and  obferved  the  dilates  of  the  Lords  mentioned 
before,  and  ftarted  or  feconded  what  they  were  di- 
refted. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Commons  were  many  perfons  of  in  the 
wifdom  and  gravity,  who  being  poffeffed  of  great  and  Commons, 
plentiful  fortunes,  though  they  were  imdevoted  enough 
to  the  Court,  had  all  imaginable  duty  for  the  King, 
and  afFedlion  to  the  Government  eftabliflied  by  law 
or  ancient  cuftom ;  and  without  doubt,  the  major 
part  of  that  body  confifted  of  men  who  had  no  mind 
to  break  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  or  to  make  any 
coniiderable  alteration  in  the  Government  of  Church 
or  State  :  and  therefore  all  inventions  were  fet  on  foot 
from  the  beginning  to  work  on  them,  and  corrupt 
them,  by  fuggeftions  **  of  the  dangers  which  threat- 
**  ened  all  that  was  precious  to  the  fubjeft  in  their 
^^  liberty  and  their  property,  by  overthrowing  or 
*^  over-maftering  the  law,  and  fubje<5ling  it  to  an  ar- 
"  bitrary  power,  and  by  countenancing  popery  to  the 
**  fubverfion  of  the  Proteftant  religion ;"  and  then> 
by  infufiflg  terrible  apprehenfions  into  fome,  and  fo 
working  upon  their  fears  "  of  being  called  in  queftion 
^^  for  fomewhat  they  had  done,"  by  which  they  would 
fiand  in  need  of  their  protediion;  and  raifing  the 
hopes  of  others,  "  that,  by  concurring  with  them,  they 
'^  ihould  be  fure  to  obtain  offices,  and  honours,  and 
*^  any  kind  of  preferment."  Though  there  were  too 
many  corrupted  and  milled  by  thefe  fevcral  tempta- 
tions, and  others  who  needed  no  other  temptations 

than 
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than  from  the  ficfceiiefs  of  their  own  natures,  arid  the 
malice  they  hdd  contrafted  againft  the  Church  and 
againft  the  Court ;  yet  the  number  was  not  grdat  of 
thofe  in  whom  the  government  of  the  reft  was  vefted, 
nor  were  there  many  who  had  the  abfolute  authority 
to  lead,  though  there  was  a  multitude  difpofed  to  fol- 
low. 
Mr.  Pjrm ;  Mr.  Pym  was  looked  upon  as  the  man  of  greateft 
experience  in  Parliament,  where  he  had  ferved  very 
long,  and  was  always  a  man  of  bulinefs,  being  an  of*> 
ficer  in  the  Exchequer,  and  of  a  good  reputation  ge- 
nerally, though  known  to  be  inclined  to  the  Puritan 
faction  ;  yet  not  of  thofe  furious  refolutions  againft 
the  Church  as  the  Other  leading  men  were,  and  wholly 
devoted  to  the  Earl  df  Bedford,  who  had  nothing  of 
that  fpirit. 
Mr.  ttamb-  Mr.  Hambdeu  was  a  man  of  much  gi'eater  cunning, 
*^>  and  it  may  be  of  the  moft  difcerhing  fpirit,  and  of 
the  greateft  addrefs  and  infinuation  to  bring  any  thing 
to  pafs  which  he  defired,  of  any  man  of  that  time,  and 
who  laid  the  defign  deepeft.  He  was  a  gentleman  of 
a  good  extraftion,  and  a  fair  fortune,  who,  from  a  Kfe 
of  great  pleafure  and  licence,  had  on  a  fudden  retired 
to  extraordinary  fobriety  and  ftriftnefs,  and  yet  re- 
tained his  ufual  cheerfulnefs  and  affability ;  which, 
together  with  the  opinion  of  his  wifdom  and  juftice, 
and  the  courage  he  had  fliewed  in  oppofing  the  Ship- 
money,  raifed  his  reputation  to  a  very  great  height,  not 
only  in  Buckinghamftiire,  where  he  lived,  but  gene- 
rally throughout  the  kingdom.  He  was  nqt  a  man  of 
many  words,  and  rarely  begun  the  difcourfe,  or  made 
the  firft  entrance  upon  any  bufinefs  that  was  affumed ; 
but  a  very  weighty  fpeaker,  and  after  he  had  heard  a 
full  debate,  and  obferved  how  the  Houfe  was  like  to 

be 
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be  inclined,  took  up  the  argument,  and  fliortly^  and 
clearly,  and  craftily,  fo  ftatcd  it,  that  he  commonly 
conduced  it  to  the  conclulion  he  defired ;  and  if  he 
found  he  could  not  do  that,  he  was  never  without  the 
dexterity  to  divert  the  debate  to  another  time,  and  to 
prevent  the  determining  any  thing  in  the  negative, 
which  might  prove  inconvenient  in  the  future.  He 
made  fo  great  a  fhew  of  civility,  and  modefty,  and 
humility,  and  always  of  miftrufting  his  own  judgment, 
and  efteeming  his  with  whom  he  conferred  for  the 
prefent,  that  he  feemed  to  have  no  opinions  or  refo- 
lutions,  but  fuch  as  he  contrafted  from  the  informa- 
tion and  inftruftion  he  received  upon  the  difcourfes 
of  others,  whom  he  had  a  wonderful  art  of  governing, 
and  leading  into  his  principles  and  inclinations,  whilft 
they  believed  that  he  wholly  depended  upon  their 
counfel  and  advice.  No  man  had  ever  a  greater  power 
over  himfelf,  or  was  lefs  the  man  that  he  feemed  to 
be,  which  fhortly  after  appeared  to  every  body,  when 
he  cared  lefs  to  keep  on  the  malk. 

Mr.  Saint-John,  who  was  in  a  firm  and  entire  con-  Mr.  Saim- 
junction  with  the  other  two,  was  a,  lawyer  of  Lincoln's  ^°**^* 
Inn,  known  to  be  of  parts  and  induftry,  but  not  taken 
notice  of  for  practice  in  Weflminfter-Hall,  till  he  ar- 
gued at  the  Exchequer-Chamber  the  cafe  of  Ship- 
jmoney  on  the  behalf  of  Mr.  Hambden  ;  which  gave 
him  much  reputation,  and  called  him  into  all  courts^ 
and  to  all  caufes,  where  the  King's  prerogative  was 
moft  contefted.  He  was  a  man  referved,  and  of  a 
dark  and  clouded  countenance,  very  proud,  and  con- 
verling  with  very  few,  and  thofe,  men  of  his  own  hu- 
mour and  inclinations.  He  had  been  queflioned, 
committed^  and  brought  into  the  Star-Chamber,  many 
years  before,  with  other  perfons  of  great  name  and  re- 
putation. 
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putation^  (which  firil  buought  his  name  upon  the  ftag^), 
for  communicating  fome  paper  among  themfelyes^ 
which  fome  men  at  that  time  had  a  mind  to  have  ex- 
tended to  a  deiign  of  fedition :  but  it  being  quickly 
evident  that  the  profecution  would  not  be  attended 
with  fuccefsj  they  were  all  fhortly  after  difcharged ; 
but  he  never  forgave  the  Court  the  firft  ailault^  and 
coi^tra<5ked  an  implacable  difpleafure  againft  the 
Church  purely  from  the  company  he  kept.  He  was 
of  an  intimate  truft  with  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  to 
whom  he  was  in  fome  fort  allied,  (being  a  natural  fon 
of  the  Houfe  of  Bullingbrook),  and  by  hun  brought 
into  all  matters  where  himfelf  was  to  be  concerned» 
It  was  generally  believed,  that  thefe  three  perfons, 
with  the  other  three  Lords  mentioned  before,  were  of 
the  mofk  intimate  and  entire  truft  with  each  other^ 
and  made  the  engine  which  moved  all  the  reft  $  yet 
it  was  viiible,  that  Nathaniel  Fiennes,  the  fecond  fon 
of  the  Lord  Say,  and  Sir  Harry  Vane,  eldeft  fon  to 
the  Secretary,  and  Treafurer  of  the  Houfe,  were  re- 
ceived by  them  with  full  confidence  and  withoiit  re- 
ferve. 
Mr.  Na.  The  former,  being  a  man  of  good  parts  of  learning, 
Ficimcs ;  and  after  fome  years  fpent  in  New  College  in  Oxford^ 
of  which  his  father  had  been  formerly  Fellow,  (that 
family  claiming  and  enjoying  many  privileges  there, 
as  of  kin  to  the  Founder),  ha4  fpent  his  time  abroad,  in 
Geneva  and  amongft  the  cantons  of  Switzerland^ 
where  he  improved  his  diiinclination  to  the  Church, 
with  which  milk  he  had  been  nurfed.  From  his  tra- 
vels he  returned  through  Scotland  (which  few  travel- 
lers took  in  their  way  home)  at  the  time  when  that 
rebellion  was  in  the  bud  i  and  was  very  little  known, 
except  amongft  that  people,  which  converfed  wholly 
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amongft  themfidves^  until  he  was  now  fbuod  In  Par-^ 
liament^  when  it  w^  quickly  difbovered,  that  as  he 
was  the  darling  of  his  father^  fo  he  waa  like  to  make 
good  whatfocver  he  had  for  many  years  promifed. 

The  other.  Sir  Hariy  Vane,  was  a  man  of  great  na-sirHany 
tural  parts,  and  of  very  prc^ouud  diflimulation,  of  anu>r!^'** 
quick  conception,  and  very  ready,  Iharp,  and  weighty 
exprefSon.  He  had  an  unufual  afped):,  which,  though 
it  might  naturally  proceed  both  from  his  father  and 
mother,  neither  of  which  were  beautiful  pcrfons,  yet 
made  men  think  there  was  fomething  in  him  of  extra- 
ordinary ;  aad  his  whole  life  made  good  tliat  imagi* 
nation.  Within  a  very  fliort  time  after  fee  returne4 
from  his  ftudies  in  Magdalen  College  in  Oxford, 
where,  though  he  was  under  the  care  of  a  very  worthy 
tutor,  he  lived  not  with  great  exadnefs,  he  fpent 
fome  little  time  in  France,  and  more  in  Geneva ;  and, 
after  his  return  into  En^nd,  contradled  a  full  preju- 
dice and  bitternefs  againft  the  Church,  both  againft 
the  form  of  the  government,  and  the  Liturgy,  which 
was  generally  in  great  reverence,  even  with  many  of 
thofe  who  were  not  friends  to  the  other.  In  this  gid- 
dinefs,  which  then  much  difpleafed,  or  feemed  to 
difpleafe,  his  father,  who  ikiil  appeared  highly  con* 
formable,  and  exceeding  iharp  againft  thofe  wIk)  were 
not,  he  transported  himfelf  into  New  £ngland,  a  co- 
lony within  few  years  before  planted  by  a  mixture  of 
;tll  religions,  which  difpofed  the  profeflbrs  to  diflike 
the  govcrjBment  of  the  Church ;  who  were  qualified 
by  the  King's  charter  to  choofe  their  ,own  govern* 
ment  and  governors,  under  the  obligation,  "  that  eve- 
*^  ry  man  Ihould  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fu  - 
«  premacyj"  which  all  the  firft  planters  did,  when  they 
^received  their  charter,  before  they  tranfpoated  thcmr 
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fclves  from  hence,  nor  was  there  in  many  years  the 
Icaft  fcruple  amongft  them  of  complying  with  thofe 
obligations  ;  fo  far  men  were,  in  the  infancy  of  their 
fchifm,  from  refiifing  to  take  lawful  oaths«     He  waa 
no  fooner  landed  there^  but  his  parts  made  him  quick- 
ly taken  notice  of,  and  very  probably  his  quality,  be- 
ing the  eldeft  fon  of  a  Privy-Counfellor,  might  give 
him  fome  advantage ;  infomuch  that,  when  the  next 
feafon  came  for  the  eleAion  of  their  magiftrates,  he 
was  chofen  their  Governor  :  in  which  place  he  had  fo 
ill  fortune  (his  working  and  unquiet  fancy  railing  and 
infufing  a  thoufand  fcruples  of  confcience,  which  they 
had  not  breught  over  with  them,  nor  heard  of  before) 
that  he  unfatisfied  with  them,  and  they  with  him,  he 
tranfported  himfelf  into  England  ;  having  fowed  fuch 
feed  of  diffenfion  there,  as  grew  up  too  profpcroufly, 
and  miferably  divided  the  poor  colony  into ,  feveral 
fa<5lions,  and  divilions,  and  perfecutions  of  each  other^ 
which  ilill  continue  to  the  great  prejudice  of  that 
plantation  :    infomuch  as  fome  of  them,  upon  the 
ground  pf  the  firft  expedition,  liberty  of  confcience^ 
have  withdrawn  themfelves   from  their  jurifdi<ftion^ 
and  obtained  other  charters  from  the  King,  by  which, 
in  other  forms  of  government,  they  have  enlarged 
their  plantation,  within  new  limits  adjacent  to  the 
other.    He  was  no  fooner  returned  into  England,  thaa 
he  feemed  to  be  much  reformed  from  his  extravagan* 
cies,  and,  with  his  father's  approbation  and  direction, 
married  a  lady  of  a  good  family,  and  by  his  father*s 
credit  with  the  Earl  of  Northumberland,  who  was 
High  Admiral  of  England,  was  joined  prefently  and 
jointly  with  Sir  William  Ruffel  in  the  office  of  Trea- 
furer  of  the  Navy,  (a  place  of  great  truft  and  profit)^ 
which  he  equally  ihared  with  the  other^  and  feemed  a 
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man  well  fatisfied  and  compofed  to  the  Government. 
When  his  father  received  the  difobligation  from  the 
Lord  Strajffbrd,  by  his  being  created  Baron  of  Raby, 
the  houfe  and  land  of  Vane,  (which  title  he  had  pro- 
mifed  himfelf,  but  it  was  unluckily  caft  upon  the 
Earl,  purely  out  of  contempt  of  Vane),  they  fucked  in  • 
all  the  thoughts  of  revenge  imaginable ;  and  from 
thence  the  fon  betook  himfelf  to  the  friendlhip  of 
Mr.  Pym,  and  all  other  difcontented  or  feditious  per- 
fons,  and  contributed  all  that  intelligence  (which  will 
hereafter  be  mentioned,  as  he  himfelf  will  often  be) 
that  defigned  the  ruin  of  the  Earl,  and  which  grafted 
him  in  the  entire  confidence  of  thofe  who  promoted 
the  fame ;  fo  that  nothing  was  concealed  from  him, 
though  it  is  believed  that  he  communicated  his  own 
thoughts  to  very  few. 

Denzill  Hollis,  the  younger  fon  and  younger  bro*  JJ^j^*"**^* 
ther  of  the  Earls  of  Clare,  was  as  much  valued  and  ef- 
t^emed  by  the  whole  party,  as  any  man  i  as  he  de- 
served to  be,  being  of  more  accompli ihed  parts  than 
any  of  them,  and  of  great  reputation  by  the  part  he 
a6ked  againft  the  Court  and  'the  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
in  the  Parliament  of  the  fourth  year  of  the  King,  (the 
laft  Parliament  that  had  been  before  the  fliort  one  in 
April),  and  his  long  imprifonment,  and  fliarp  profe- 
cution  afterwards,  upon  that  account ;  of  which  he 
retained  the  memory  with  acrimony  enough.  But  he 
would  in  no  degree  intermeddle  in  the  counfel  or  pro- 
fecution  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  (which  he  could  not 
prevent),  who  had  married  his  fifter,  by  whom  he  had 
all  his  children,  which  made  him  a  fkranger  to  all 
thofe  ^confultations,  though  it  did  not  otherwife  inter- 
rupt the  friendfhip  he  had  with  the  moil  violent  of 
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thofe  profeciitor6.  fn  all  other  cDtitriyances  he  was 
in  the  moil:  Secret  counfels  with  thofe  who  moft  go* 
verncd,  and  was  refpcfted  by  them  with  very  fubmi£i 
applications  as  a  man  of  authority.  Sir  Gilbert  Ger« 
rard^  the  Lord  Digby,  Strode,  Haflerigg;  and  the 
northern  Gentlemen,  who  were  moft  angry  with  the 
Earl,  or  apprehenfive  of  t;hcir  own  being  in  the  mercy 
of  the  Houfe,  as  Hotbam,  Cholmely,  and  Stapleton ; 
With  fome  popular  lawyers  of  the  Houfe,  who  did 
not  fulpe<%  any  wickednefs  in  deiign,  and  fo  became 
involved  by  degrees  in  the  worft,  obferved  and  pur- 
iued  the  di<flates  and  direiSlions  of  the  other,  accord- 
ing to  the  parts  which  were  afligned  to  them  upon 
emergent  occaiions :  whilfk  the  whole  Houfe  looked 
on  with  wonder  and  amazement,  without  any  man*s 
interpofing  to  allay  the  paffion  and  the  fury  with 
Ivhich  fo  many  were  tranfported. 

This  was  the  prcfent  temper  and  conftitution  of 
both  Hcmfes  of  Parliament  upon  their  firft  ocmiing 
together,  wlien  (as  Tacitus  fays  of  the  Jews,  ^  that 
••  they  exercifed  the  higheft  offices  of  kindne&  and 
•'  friendihip  towards  each  other,  ^  ^idvetfus  omms  alios 
^  hoJUle  odiimi*')  they  watched  ail  thofe  who  they  knew 
were  not  of  their  opinions,  nor  like  to  be,  with  all 
poflibie  jealoufy  j  and  if  any  of  dieir  ele6lions  could 
be  brought  into  queftion,  they  were  fure  to  be  voted 
put  of  the  Houfe,  and  then  all  the  artifices  were  ufed 
to  bring  in  more  fanAified  members ;  fo  that  every 
week  increafed  the  number  of  their  party,  both  by 
new  eleiftions,  and  the  profelytes  they  gained  upon 
tl>e  old.  Nor  was  it  to  be  wondered  at,  for  they  pre- 
tended all  public  thoughts,  and  only  the  reformation 
of  difapproved  end  odious  enormities^  and  diifembled 
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all  ptnrpofcs  of  remoring  foundations,  which,  though 
it  was  in  the  hearts  of  fotnc,  they  had  not  the  courage 
•nd  confidence  to  communicate  it. 

The  Englifh  and  the  Scottifh  armies  remained  quiet 
in  their  fcveral  quarters  in  the  north,  without  any  acfts 
of  hoftility,  imder  the  obligation  of  the  ceflation, 
which  was  fiill  prorogued  from  month  to  ononth,  that 
the  people  might  believe  that  a  full  peace  would  be 
quickly  concluded.  And  the  treaty,  which  during  TJ^^cow 
the  King's  being  at  York  had  been  held  at  Rippon,  miffiono^ 
being  now  adjourned  to  London,  the  Scottifli  Com-  undolT, 
miffioners  (whereof  the  Earl  of  Rothes,  and  the  Lord  ""liJ^c^. 
Lowden,  who  hath  been  mentioned  before,  were  the 
chief)  came  thither  in  great  flate,  and  were  received 
by  the  King  with  that  countenance,  which  he  could 
not  choofe  but  ihew  to  them  ;  and  were  then  lodged 
in  the  heart  of  the  city,  near  London-Stone,  in  a  houfe 
which  ufed  to  be  inhabited  by  the  Lord  Mayor  or 
one  of  the  Sheriffs,  and  was  fituate  fo  near  to  the 
church  of  St.  Antholins,  (a  place  in  late  times  made 
fumous  by  fome  feditious  IcAurer),  that  there  was  a 
way  out  of  it  into  a  gallery  of  the  church.  This  he* 
nefit  was  well  foreleen  on  all  ildes  in  the  accommoda^ 
tion,  and  this  church  afligned  to  them  for  their  ows 
devotions,  where  oat  of  their  own  chaplains  ftill 
preached,  amongft  which  Alexander  Henderfon  was 
the  chief,  who  wss  Irkewife  jot2>ed  with  thetn  in  the 
treaty  in  all  matters  which  had  reference  to  neligioo  : 
and  to.  hear  thofe  fermons  there  was  fo  great  a  con^ 
fiux  and  rcfort,  by  the  citizens  out  of  humour  and 
fadion;  by  others  of  all  qualities  outof  curiofity;  and 
by  fome  that  they  might  the  better  juftify  the  con-* 
tempt  they  had  of  them,  that  from  the  firft  appear- 
ance of  day  in  the  morning  on  every  Sunday,  to  the 
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Ihutting  in  of  the  light,  the  church  was  never  empty. 
They  (efpecially  the  women)  who  had  the  hs^pinefs 
to  get  into  the  church  in  the  morning  (they  who 
could  not,  hung  upon  or  about  the  windows  without, 
to  be  auditors  or  fpeAators)  keeping  their  places  till 
the  afternoon's  exercifc  was  finifhed,  which  both 
morning  and  afternoon,  except  to  palates  and  appe- 
tites ridiculoufly  corrupted,  was  the  mofk  infipid  and 
flat  that  could  be  delivered  upon  any  deliberation. 

The. Earl  of  Rothes  had  been  the  chief  archite<Sl  of 
that  whole  machine  from  the  beginning,  and  was  a 
man  very  well  bred,  and  of  very  good  parts,  and  great 
addrefs ;  in  his  perfon  very  acceptable,  plealant  in 
converfation,  very  free  and  amorous,  and  unreilrained 
in  his  difcourfe  by  any  fcruples  of  religion,  which  he 
only  put  on  when  the  part  he  was  to  aft  required  it, and 
then  no  man  could  appear  more  confcientioufly  tranf- 
ported.     There  will  be  fometiraes  occafion  to  men- 
tion him  hereafter,  as  already  as  much  hath  been  faid 
of  the  other,  the  Lord  Lowden,  as  is  yet  neceffary, 
A  commit-     They  were  no  fooner  come  to  the  town,  but  a  new 
H^ufcll'i^  committee  of  the  members  of  both  Houfes,  fuch  as 
weLTwiA  ^^^^  ^^^  acceptable  to  them,  was  appointed  to  renew 
thcScotti(hand  continue  the  treaty  with  them  that  had  beea  be- 
fioncn. '    gun  at  Rippon  :  and  then  they  publifhed  and  printed 
their  declaration  againft  the  Archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury and  the  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  in  which  they 
faid,  *'  That  as  they  did  referve  thofe  of  their  own 
"  country  who  had  been  incendiaries  between  the  two 
"  kingdoms,  to  be  proceeded  againft  in  their  own  Par- 
'^  liament ;  fo  they  defired  no  other  juftice  to  be  done 
*^  againft  thefe  two  criminal  perfons  but  what  ihould 
**  feem  good  to  the  wifdom  of  the  Parliament." 
It  was  eafily  difccrned  (by  thofe  who  faw  at  any 
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diftance,  and  who  had  been  long  jealous  of  that  trick) 
from  that  expreffion  concerning  their  own  countrymen^ 
that  they  meant  no  harm  to  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton, 
againft  whom,  in  the  beginning  of  the  rebellion,  all 
their  bitternefs  feemed  to  be  directed,  and  who  was 
thought  to  haye  the  leaft  portion  of  kindnefs  or  good- 
will from  the  three  nations,  of  any  man  who  related 
to  the  King's  fervice.     But  he  had,  by  the  friendlhip 
he  had  Ihewed  to  the  Lord  Lowden,  and  procuring^ 
his  liberty  when  he  was  in  the  Tower  for  fo  notorious 
^  treafon,  and  was  to  be  in  the  head  of  another  as 
foon  as  he  Ihould  be  at  liberty  ;  and  by  his  applica- 
tion and  dexterity  at  York  in  the  meeting  of  the  great 
Council,  and  with  the  Scottilh  Commiflioners  em-f 
ployed  thither  before  the  treaty ;  and  by  his  promife 
of  future  offices  and  fervices,  which  he  made  good 
abundantly ;  procured  as  well  from  the  Englilh  as  the 
Scots  all  affuranCe  of  indemnity  :  which  they  fo  dili- 
gently made  good,  that  they  were  not  more  folicitous 
to  contrive  i^id  find  out  evidence   or  information- 
againft  the  other  two  great  meii,  than  they  were  to 
prevent  all  information  or  complaipt,  ai^d  to  ftifle  all 
evidence  which  was  offered  or  could  be  produce4 
againft  the  Marquis. 

And  they  were  exceedingly  vigilant  to  prevent  the 
Scottiih  Commiffioners  entering  into  any  familiarity 
or  converfation  with  any  who  were  not  faft  to  their 
party :  infomuch  as  one  day  the  Earl  of  Rothes  walk- 
ing in  Weftminfler-Hall  with  Mr.  Hyde,  towards 
whom  he  had  a  kindnefs  by  reafon  of  their  mutual 
friendlhip  with  fome  perfons  of  honour,  and  they  two 
walking  towards  the  gate  to  take  coach  to  make  a  vi- 
lit  together,  the  Earl  on  a  fudden  defired  the  other 
**  tQ  walk  tpw^rfls  the  coach,  and  he  would  overtake 
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''  him  by  the  time  he  came  thithtfr  i"  but  ftlying 
very  long,  he  imagined  he  might  be  diverted  from  his- 
purpofe,  and  fo  walked  back  into  the  Hall,  where 
prefently  meeting  him,  they  both  purfued  their  for- 
mer intention  ;  and  being  in  the  coach,  the  Earl  told 
him,  ^^  that  he  muft  excufe  his  having  made  him  ftay 
^*  fo  long,  becaufe  he  had  been  detained  only  con- 
^'  cerning  him ;  that  when  he  was  walking  with  him, 
^  a  gentleman  pafling  by  touched  his  cloak,  which 
**  made  him  defite  the  other  to  go  before ;  and  turn- 
^*  ing  to  the  other  perfon,  he  faid,  that  feeing  him 
"  walk  in  fome  familiarity  with  Mr.  Hyde,  he  thought 
*'  himfelf  obliged  td  tell  him,  that  he  walked  with  the 
^  greateft  enemy  the  Scdttiih  nation  had  In  the  Par- 
^  liament,  and  that  he  ought  td  take  heed  how  he 
^^  communicated  any  thing  of  importance  to  him ; 
^  knd  that  after  he  was  parted  with  that  gentleman^ 
*«  before  he  Could  pafs  thtdugh  the  HaH,  four  or  five 
**  other  eminent  men,  fdverally,  gave  him  the  fame 
**  advertifettient  and  cautbii  j"  ind  then  fpoke  as  un- 
cdncernedly  and  as  merrily  of  th^  perfdns  and  theif 
jealoufy  ad  the  other  could  dd.  Men  whd  were  fo  fa- 
gacious  in  piipfuing  their  point  were  not  like  to  mif- 
carry. 

The  firft  compliment  th^y  put  tp6n  the  SeottilK 
Commiiiioner^  was,  that  they  were  (Rarefied  by  bdth^ 
Houfes  with  nil  pofTible  «xprefflons  of  kindnefs  at 
lead,  if  not  of  fubmiilion  ;  and  an  order  was  Carefully 
entered,  '<  that  upon  all  occafions  the  appellation 
«  fliould  be  ufed  of  Our  Brethren  d/Smhrtd;'"^  and 
upon  that,  wonderful  kind  compliments  paffed^  df  a 
fincere  refolution  of  amity  ahd  union  between  the  two 
nations. 

Things  being  thus  conftituted>  it  becarAe  theift  t6 
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tMsty  the  public  expectation  in  the  difcovcry  of  their 
new  treafons,  and  in  fpeedy  proceedings  againfk  thofe 
two  great  perfons.  For  the  better  prepjwiog  whereof, 
and  facilitating  whatever  elfe  ihould  be  neceffary  for 
that  enterprife,  the  Scottifh  Commiifioners  in  the 
name  of  that  nation  prefented  (as  is  faid  before)  two 
diftinA  declarations,  againft  the  perfons  of  the  Arch- 
feifhop  and  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  ftuffed  with  as  much 
bitternefs  and  virulency  as  can  be  imagined,  making 
them  **  the  odious  incendiaries  of  the  differences  be- 
^  tween  the  two  nations,  and  the  original  caufes  of  all 
**  thofe  calamities  in  that  kingdom  which  begot  thofe 
*'  differences,  and  moft  pathetically  preffing  for  juf- 
"  tice  againft  them  both."  Thefe  difconrfes  (for 
each  of  them  confifted  of  many  fheets  of  paper)  were 
publicly  read  in  both  Houfes ;  that  againft  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury  was  for  the  prefent  laid  afidc, 
and  I  am  perfuaded,at  that  time,  without  any  thought 
of  refuming  it,  hoping  that  his  age  and  imprifonment 
would  have  quickly  freed  them  from  farther  trouble. 
But  a  fpeedy  proceeding  againft  the  other  was  vehe- Proceed, 
toently  preffcd,  as  of  no  lefs  importance  than  thewSdTi^hc 
peace  between  the  two  kingdoms,  not  without  fomc|*4*^^^'t 
intimation,  "  that  there  could  be  no  expe<9:ation  that^"*^- 
*^  the  Scottilh  army  would  ever  retire  into  their  coun* 
**  try,  and  confequently  that  the  King's  army  could 
*<  be  difbanded,  before  exemplary  juftice  was  done 
"  upon  that  Earl  to  their  fatisfkcftion.**  When  they 
had  inflamed  men  with  this  confideration  fufficiently, 
they,  without  any  great  difficulty,  (in  order  to  the  ne- 
ceffary expedition  for  that  trial),  prevailed  in  two  pro- 
portions of  moft  fatal  confeqwnce  to  the  King*s  fer- 
vice,  and  to  the  fafety  a;nd  integrity  of  all  honeft 
iH?n^ 
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The  firft,  ^  for  a  comminee  to  be  fettled  of  both 
^  Houiin  for  the  taking  preparatory  ezaminatioDs.*' 
Thus  the  aiI^;ation  was,  *'  That  the  charge  agaiii& 
^*  the  Earl  of  Strafford  was  of  an  extiaordiDary  nature, 
^  being  to  make  a  jreafon  evident  ont  of  a  con^lica* 
^^tion  of  (ereial  ill  ads;  that  he  rauft  be  traced 
^  throogh  many  dark  paths^  and  this  precedent  fedi* 
^^  tious  diicourfe  compared  with  that  fublequent  oat^ 
^  rageous  adlion,  the  circumftances  of  both  which 
^  mig^t  be  equally  confiderable  with  the  matter  itfelf^ 
^  and  therefore  that,  before  this  charge  could  be  fo 
^^  diredly  made  and  prepared  as  was  neceflaiy»**  (for 
he  was  hitherto  only  accufed  generally  of  treafon)^ 
'<  it  was  reqnifite^  that  a  committee  ihould  be  made 
^'  of  both  Houfes  to  examine  fome  witnefles  upon 
^^  oath,  upon  whofe  depofitions  his  impeachment 
^  would  ealily  be  framed.**  This  was  no  fooner  pro^ 
pofed  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  than  confented  to  % 
and  upon  as  little  debate  yielded  to  by  the  Lords  ; 
and  the  committee  fettled  accordingly :  withmit  con- 
iidering  that  fuch  an  inquifition  (bcHdes  that  the  lame 
was  contrary  to  the  pra&ice  of  former  times)  would 
eafily  prepare  a  charge  againft  the  moft  innocent  man 
alive ;  where  that  liberty  fhould  be  taken  to  examine 
a  man*s  whole  life;  and  all  the  light,  and  all  the  private 
'^  difcourfes  had  paiTed  from  him,  might  be  torUired^ 
perverted,  and  applied,  according  to  the  ccmfcience 
and  the  craft  of  a  diligent  and  malicious  profecmion. 

The  fecond  was,  *<  for  the  examining  upon  oath 
**  Privy-Counfellors,  upon  fuch  matters  as  had  pafled 
*'  at  the  Council-Table."  The  allegation  for  this 
was,  ^*  That  the  principal  ingredient  into  the  treafon 
«  with  which  the  Earl  was  to  be  charged,  was,  a  por- 
*^  pofe  to  change  the  form  of  government ;  and,  tn^ 
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«*  ftead  of  that  fettled  by  law,  to  introduce  a  power 
^^  merely  arbitrary.  Now  this  defign  muft  be  made 
*^  evident,  as  well  by  the  advices  which  he  gave,  and 
*^  the  expreffions  he  uttered  upon  emergent  occafions, 
**  as  by  his  public  aftions ;  and  thofe  could  not  be 
*^  difcovered,  at  leaft  not  proved,  but  by  thofe  who 
"  were  prefent  at  fuch  confultations,  and  they  were 
^'  only  Privy-Counfellors."  As  it  was  alleged,  **  That 
'<  at  his  coming  from  Ireland  the  Earl  had  faid  in 
«^  Council  there.  That  if  ever  he  returned  to  that 
*^  fword  again,  he  would  not  leave  a  Scottifh-man  in 
*'  that  kingdom  :  and  at  his  arrival  in  this  kingdom, 
^*  the  Lord  Mayor  and  fome  Aldermen  of  London  at' 
*^  tending  the  Board  about  the  loan  of  moneys,  and 
"  not  giving  that  fatisfa<ftion  was  expeded,  that  he 
*^  ihould  pull  a  letter  out  of  his  pocket,  and  Ihew 
**  what  courfe  the  King  of  France  then  took  for  thp 
^*  railing  of  money ;  and  that  he  fliould  tell  the  King, 
**  That  it  would  never  be  well  till  he  hanged  up  a 
*'  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in  the  city  to  terrify  the 
«  reft." 

There  was  no  greater  difficulty  to  fatisfy  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  with  the  reafonablenefs  of  this,  than  of 
the  former;  but  the  compaffing  it  was  not  like  to 
be  cafy ;  for  it  was  vilible,  that,  though  the  Lords 
ihould  join  with  them, .  (which  was  not  to  be  de- 
fpaired),  the  Privy-Counfellors  would  infift  upon  the 
oath  they  had  taken,  and  pretend,  *^  that  without  the 
**  King's  confent  they  might  not  difcover  any  thing 
"  that  had  pafled  at  that  Board  ;  fo  that  the  greateft 
"  difficulty  would  be,  the  procuring  the  King's  con- 
"  fent  for  the  betraying  himfelf :  but  this  muft  be  in- 
**  fitted  on,  for  God  forbid  that  it  might  be  fafe  for 
^'  any  defperate  wicked  counfellor  to  propofe  and  adr 
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'*  vifc  at  that  Board"  (which  in  the  intervals  of  Pir* 
liaments  wholly  difpofed  the  afiairs  of  State)  *^  courfes 
^  deftruAive  to  the  health  and  being  of  the  king^ 
*'  dom  ;  and  that  the  fovereign  phyfician,  the  Par- 
"  liament,  (which  had  the  only  Ikilt  t©  cure  thofii 
•'  contagious  and  epidemical  difeafes),  ihould  be  hin-i- 
•^  dered  from  preferving  the  public,  becaufe  no  evi- 
^  dence  muft  be  given  of  fuch  corrupt  and  wicked 
**  counfels."     And   fo  provided  with  this  fpecious 
oratory,  they  defire  the  Lords  "  to  concur  with  them 
'**  for  this  neceflary  examination  of  Privy-Counfel* 
•*  lors  ;"  who,  without  much  debate^  (for  the  perfbna 
concerned  knew  well  their  sn&s  were  vifible  and  pub- 
lic enough,  and  therefore  coniidered  not  much  what 
words  had  paired),  confented,  and  appointed  ibme  to 
attend  the  King  for  his  confent:  who,  not  well  weigh-* 
ing  the  tonfequence,  and  being  in  public  G)unctl 
unanimoufly  advifed  "  to  confent  to  it ;  and  that  tha 
^*  not  doing  it  would  lay  fome  taint  upoiv  his  Comw 
^*  cil,  and  be  a  tacit  confeifion,  that  there  had  been 
**  agitations  at  that  place  which  would  not  endure  tbo 
**  ligtit ;"    yielded  that  they  fhould  be  examined : 
which  was  fpeedily  done  accordingly,  by  the  com^ 
Bidttee  of  both  Houfes  appointed  for  that  purpofe. 

The  damage  was  not  to  be  exprefled,  and  the  ruin 
that  lafl  aA  brought  to  the  King  was  irreparabk  i 
for,  befides  tliat  it  ferved  their  turn  (which  no  quef* 
tion  they  had  difcovered  before)  to  prove  thofe  words 
againft  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  which  Sir  Harry  Van« 
£o  pundually  rensembered,  (as  you  ihall  find  at  the 
Earl's  trial),  and  befides  that  it  was  matter  of  horror 
to  the  Counfetlors,  to  find  that  they  might  be  ar-- 
laigned  for  every  rafh,  every  inconfiderate,  every  in>- 
perious  exprei&on  or  word  they  had  ufed  there ;  and^ 
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fo  made  them  more  engaged  to  fenrile  applications  ^ 
k  banilhed  for  ever  all  future  freedom  from  tkat 
Board,  and  thofe  perfoi&s,  from  whom  his  Majefl^y  was 
to  expec^l  advice  in  his  greatefi:  ftraits ;  all  men  fa* 
tisfying  themfelves,  **  that  they  were  no  more  obliged 
^*  to  deliver  their  opinions  there  freely,  when  they 
'*  might  be  impeached  in  another  place  for  fo  do* 
"  ing ;"  and  the  evincing  this  fo  ufeful  do6trine  was 
without  doubt  more  the  defign.  of  thofe  grand  ma- 
nagers, than  any  hope  they  had,  of  receiving  further 
information  thereby,  than  they  had  before. 

And  for  niy  part,  I  muft  aik  leave  of  thofe  nobfe 
Lords,  who  after  the  King's  confent  gave  themiiblves 
bberty  to  be  examined,  to  fay,  that  if  they  had  well 
coniidered  the  oath  they  had  taken  when  they  were 
admitted  to  tliat  focicty,  which  was.  To  keeffecret  ail 
puaters  commited  and  reveakd  to  ihem^  or  thai  fioulA 
he  treated  of  fecretly  in  Council^  they  woaald  not  have 
belier^ed,  that  the  King  himfelf  could  hare  di^nfed 
with  that  part  of  their  oath.  It  is  true,  there  is  aii^ 
other  claufe  in  their  oath,  that  allows  them  with  the 
King^s  coofent  to  reveal  a  matter  of  Council :  but 
that  is,  only  what  fhail  touch  another  Counfellor  ; 
which  they  are  not  to  do  withocrt  the  leave  of  the 
King,  or  the  CounciL 

It  was  now  time  to  mind  themfelves,  as  well  as  the 
public,  and  to  repair,  as  well  as  poll  down;  and  there- 
fore, as  the  principal  reafon  (as  was  &id  before)  fotr 
the  accufing  thofe  two  great  perfans  of  high  treafon 
(that  is,  of  the  general  confent  to  it  before  aay  evi^ 
dence  was  required)  was,  that  they  might  be  removed 
from  the  King^s  prefence  and  his  counfeis,  widiout 
which  they  conceived  theirs  would  have  no  power 
with  him ;  fo  that  being  compafled,  care  was  taken 

to 
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to  infufe  into  the  King  by  Marquis'  Hamilton,  (who 
you  heard  before  was  licenfed  to  take  care  of  him^ 
felf ;  and  was  now  of  great  intimacy  with  the  go- 
verning and  undertaking  party),  "  that  his  Majefty 
^  having  declared  to  his  people,  that  he  really  intend- 
**  cd  a  reformation  of  all  thofe  extravagancies  which' 
^*  former  neceffities,  or  occafions,  br  miftakes,  had* 
**  brought  into  the  Government  of  Church  or  State  : 
^'  he  could  not  give  a  more  lively  and  demonftrable 
*^  evidence,  and  a  more  gracious  inftance  of  fuch  his 
"  intention,  than  by  calling  fuch  perfons  to  his  coun« 
*^  cil,  whom  the  people  generally  thought  moll  in- 
"  clined  to,  and  intent  upon,  fuch  reformation :  be- 
*^  fides,  that  this  would  be  a  good  means  to  prefervc 
^^  the  dignity  and  juft  power  of  that  Board,  which 
'*  might  otherwife,  on  the  account  of  the  late  ex- 
^^  cefs  and  violation,  be  more  fubjedl  to  inconvenient 
^^  attempts  for  the  future." 
Uivcfsncw  Hereupon  in  one  day  were  fworn  Privy-Counfel- 
cCSTfciiore  lors,  much  to  the  public  joy,  the  Earl  of  Hertford, 
|jg°™  p^i„  (whom  the  King  afterwards  made  Marquis),  the  Earl 
party.  of  Bedford,  the  Earl  of  Effex,  the  Earl  of  Briftol,  the 
Lord  Say,  the  Lord  Savile,  and  the  Lord  Kimbol- 
ton;  and  within  two  or  three  days  after,  the  Earl 
of  Warwick:  being  all  perfons  at  that  time  very 
gracious  to  the  people,  or  to  the  Scots,  by  whofe 
election  and  difcretion  the  people  chofe;  and  had 
been  all  in  fome  umbrage  at  Court,  and  moft  in  vifi- 
ble  disfavour  there.  This  a<ft  the  King  did  very 
cheerftdlyj  heartily  inclined  to  fome  of  them,  as  he 
had  reafon  ;  and  not  apprehending  any  inconvenience 
by  that  aft  from  the  others,  whom  he  thought  this 
light  of  his  grace  would  reform,  or  at  Icaft  reftrain. 
But  the  calling  and  admitting  men  to  that  Board 
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IB  not  a  work  that  can  be  indifferent ;  the  reputation, 
if  not  the  government,  of  the  State  depending  on  it* 
And  though,  it  may  be,  there  hath  been  too  much 
curiofity  heretofore  ufed  to  difcover  men's  humours 
ill  particular  points,  before  they  have  received  that 
honour ;   whereas  poffibly  fuch  differences  were  ra- 
ther to  have  been  defired  than  avoided  ;  yet  there  are 
certain  opinions,   certain  propolitions,  and    general 
principles,  that  whofoever  does  ndt  hold,  and  does  not 
believe,  is  not,  without  great  danger,  to  be  accepted 
for  a  Privy-Counfellor*     As,  whofoever  is  not  fixed 
to  monarchical  grounds,  the  prefervation  and  uphold- 
ing whereof  is  the  chief  end  of  fuch  a  council :  who- 
foever doth  not  believe  that,  in  order  to  that  great 
end,  there  is  a  dignity,  a  freedom,  a  jurifdidtion  moft 
eiTential  to  be  preferred  in  and  to  that  place ;  and 
takes  not  the  prefervation  thereof  to  heart;  ought 
never  to  be  received  there.    What  in  prudence  is  to 
be  done  towards  that  end,  admits  a  latitude  that  honeil 
and  wife  men  may  fafelyand  profitably  differ  in;  and 
thofe  differences  (which  I  faid  before  there  was  too 
much  unlkilful  care  to  prevent)  ufually  produce  great 
advantages  in  knowledge  and  wifdom :  but  the  end 
itfelf,  that  which  the  Logicians  call  the  terminus  ad 
quentj  ought  always  to  be  a  pojlulatvmy  which  whofo- 
ever doubts,  deftroys  :   and  princes  cannot  he  too 
ftri(£l,  too  tender,  in  this  conlideration,  in  the  confki- 
tuting  the  body  of  their  privy-council;   upon  the 
prudent  doing  whereof  much  of  their  lafety,  more  of 
their  honour  and  reputation  (which  is  the  life  itfelf 
of  princes)  both  at  home  and  abroad  neceilarily  de- 
pends ;    and  the  inadvertencies  in  this  point  have 
been,  mediately  or  immediately,  the  root  and  the 
fpringof  moft  of  the  calamities  that  have  enfued^ 

Two 
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Two  reafons  l^ivc  been  freqQeody  given  by  prioces 
for  overiights^  or  for  wilfiil  breaches^  in  this  im- 
portant difpeniatioo  of  their  farours.  The  firft, 
^^  that  £ach  a  man  can  do  no  harm  ;**  when,  God 
knows^  few  men  have  done  more  hann  than  thofe 
who  have  been  thought  to  be  able  to  do  leaft ;  and 
there  cannot  be  a  gpreater  error,  than  to  believe,  a  man 
whom  we  fee  qualified  with  too  mean  parts  to  do 
good,  to  be  therefore  incapable  of  dcung  hurt :  there 
is  a  fui^ly  of  malice,  of  pride,  of  induftry,  and  even 
of  folly,  in  t}ie  weakeft,  when  he  lets  his  heart  upon 
it,  that  makes  a  Grange  progress  in  mifchief.  The 
iecond,  ^  when  perfons  of  ordinary  faculties,  cither 
^  upon  importunity,  or  other  collateral  0efpe6ts,  have 
^  been  introduced  there,  that  it  is  but  a  place  of  ho- 
^'  nour,  and  a  general  teftimony  of  the  King's  afiec- 
^  tion  ;'*  and  fo  it  hath  been  as  it  were  refervcd  as  z 
preferment  for  thole,  who  were  fit  for  no  other  pre- 
ferment. As  amongft  the  Jefuits  they  have  a  rule» 
that  they  who  are  unapt  for  greater  ftudies,  Ihall 
fiudy  cafes  df  confcieace.  By  this  means  the  number 
hath  been  incr^eaied,  which  in  itfelf  breeds  great  in- 
conveniences \  fince  a  lefs  number  are  fitter  both  for 
counfel  and  diipatch,  in  matters  of  the  greatefl:  mo- 
ment, that  depend  upon  a  quick  execution,  than  a 
greater  number  of  men  equally  honeft  and  wife  :  and 
for  that,  and  other  reafons  of  unaptnefs  and  incompe* 
tency,  committees  of  dexterous  men  have  been  ap-» 
pointed  out  of  the  Table  to  do  the  bufinefs  of  it;  and 
fo  men  have  been  no  foooer  exalted  with  the  honour^ 
able  title,  and  pkafed  with  the  obligation  of  being 
made  Pri\7>-Counfellors,  than  they  have  checked  that 
delight  with  difccrning  that  they  were  not  fully  truft^ 
ed;  and  £b  have  been  more  incenled  with  the  re^ 
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proachful  diftinftion  at,  than  obliged  with  the  ho- 
nourable admiffion  to,  that  Board,  where  they  do  not 
find  all  perfons  equally  members.  And  by  this  kind 
of  refcntment,  many  fad  inconveniences  have  befallen 
the  King,  and  thofe  men  who  have  had  the  honour 
and  misfortune  of  thofe  fecret  trufts. 

The  truth  is,  the  finking  and  near  defperate  condi- 
tion of  monarchy  in  this  kingdom  can  never  be  buoy- 
ed up,  but  by  a  prudent  and  flieady  council  attending 
upon  the  virtue  and  vivacity  of  the  King;  nor  be 
preferved  and  improved  when  it  is  up,  but  by  che- 
rilhing  and  preferving  the  wifdom,  integrity,  dignity, 
and  reputation  of  that  council:  the  lufl:re  whereof 
always  reflefts  upon  the  King  himfelf ;  who  is  not 
thought  a  great  Monarch  when  he  follows  only  his 
own  reafon  and  appetite  ;  but  when,  for  the  inform- 
ing his  reafon,  and  guiding  his  actions,  he  ufes  the 
fervice,  induftry,  and  faculties  of  the  wifefl:  men. 
And  though  it  hath  been,  and  will  be,  always  necef- 
fery  to  admit  to  thofe .  counfels  fome  men  of  great 
power,  who  will  not  take  the  pains  to  improve  their 
great  parts  ;  yef  the  number  of  the  whole  Ihould  not 
be  too  great ;  and  the  capacities  and  qualities  of  the 
mofl:  Ihould  be  fit  for  bufinefs  ;  that  is,  either  foi* 
judgment  and  difpatch  ;  or  for  one  of  them  at  leafi:  ;> 
and  for  integrity  above  all. 

This  digreflion  (much  longer  than  Was  intended) 
will  not  appear  very  impertinent,  when  the  great  dif- 
fervice  Ihall  appear,  which  befel  the  King  by  the 
fwearing  thofe  Lords  formerly  mentioned  (I  fpeak  but 
rffomc  of  theiti)  Privy-Counfellors.  For,  inftead  of 
exercifing  themfelves  in  their  new  province,  and  en- 
deavouring to  preferve  and  vindicate  that  jurifdiftion, 
they  looked  upon  themfelves  as  preferred  thither,  by 
•  toL.  I.  X  their 


3o6  THE  HISTORY  Book  lit. 

their  reputation  in  Parliament,  not  by  the  kindnefs 
and  efteem  of  the  King  ;  and  fo  refolved  to  keep  up 
principally  the  greatnefs  of  that  place,  to  which  they 
thought  they  owed  their  own  greatnefs.  And  there- 
fore, when  the  King  required  the  advice  of  his  Privy- 
Council,  in  thofe  matters  of  the  higheft  importance 
which  were  then  every  day  incumbent  on, him,  the 
new  Privy-Counfellors  pofitively  declared,  *^  that  they 
•^  might  not  (that  was,  that  nobody  might)  give  his 
"  Majefty  any  advice  in  matters  depending  in  the  two 
^^  Houfes,  which  was  not  agreeable  to  the  fenfe  of 
'^  the  two  Houfes;  which  they  called  his  Great  Coun- 
^^  cil,  by  whofe  wifdom  he  was  entirely  to  guide  him-. 
"  felf."  As  this  dodrine  was  infipidly  and  per- 
nicioufly  urged  by  fome  ;  fo  it  was  fupinely  and  ftu- 
pidly  fubmitted  to  by  others :  infomuch  as  the  King 
in  a  moment  found  himfelf  bereaved  of  all  public  af- 
liftance  and  advice,  in  a  time  when  he  needed  it  moft ; 
and  his  greateft,  and,  upon  the  matter,  his  only  bufi- 
ncfs,  being  prudently  to  weigh  and  confidcr  what  ta 
confent  to,  and  what  to  deny,  of  fuch  things  as 
Ihould  be  propofed  to  him  by  the  two  Houfes,  he 
was  now  told,  *^  that  he  was  only  to  be  advifed  by 
^^  them ;''  which  was  as  much  as  to  fay,  that  he  muft 
do  whatfoever  they  defired  of  him. 

Whereas  in  truth,  it  is  not  only  lawful  for  the  Privy- 
Council,  but  their  duty,  to  give  faithfully  and  freely 
their  advice  to  the  King  upon  all  matters  concluded 
in  Parliament,  to  which  his  royal  affent  is  neceflary, 
as  well  as  upon  any  other  fubjcft  whatfoever.  Nay,  a 
Privy-Counfellor,  as  fuch,  is  bound  to  difTuade  the 
King  from  confenting  to  that  which  is  prejudicial  to 
the  Crown ;  at  leaft  to  make  that  prejudice  manifeft 
to  him ;   though  as  a  private  perfon  he  could  wilh 

the- 
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the  matte^r  confented  to.  And  therefore,  by  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  conftant  praAice  of 
former  times,  all  bills,  after  they  had  pafled  both 
Houfes,  were  delivered  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ment to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown;  and  by  him  brought 
to  the  Attorney  General ;  who  prefented  the  fame  to 
the  King  fitting  in  Council,  and  having  read  them, 
declared  what  alterations  were  made  by  thofe  bills  to 
former  laws,  and  what  benefit  or  detriment,  in  profit 
or  jurifdiAion,  would  accrue  thereby  to  the  Crown  : 
and  then,  upon  a  full  and  free  debate  by  his  Counfel- 
lors,  the  King  refolved  accordingly  upon  fuch  bills  as 
were  to  be  enadled  into  laws  ;  and  refpited  the  other 
that  he  thought  not  fit  to  confent  to.  As  this  hath 
been  the  known  pradlice,  fo  the  reafon  is  very  vifible; 
that  the  royal  aflent  being  a  diflindl  and  eflential  part 
towards  the  making  a  law,  there  (hould  be  as  much 
care  taken  to  inform  the  underftanding  and  confcience 
of  the  King  upon  thofe  occafions,  as  theirs;  who  pre- 
pare the  fame  for  his  royal  aflent. 

That  it  might  appear  that  what  was  done  within  the.Great  li- 
Houfes  was  agreeable  to  thofe  who  were  without,  pre^wng 
and  that  the  .fame  fpirit  reigned  in  Parliament  and  f^g.  ^^"^ 
People,  all  poflible  licence  was  exercifed  in  preach- 
ing, and  printing  any  old  fcandalous  pamphlets,  and 
adding  new  to  them  againft  the  Church;    petitions 
prefented  by  many  parifhioners  againft  their  paftors, 
with  articles  of  their  mifdemeanours  and  behaviours  i 
moft  whereof  confifted,  ^^  in  their  bowing  at  the  name 
"  of  Jefus,  and  obliging  the  communicants  to  come 
"  up  to  the  Altar,"  (as  they  envioufly  called  it),  that  is, 
to  the  rails  which  inclofed  the  communion-table,  **  to 
"  receive  the  facrament.'*     All  which  petitions  were 
read  with  great  delight,  and  prefently  referred  to  the 
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committee  about  religion ;  wh^e  Mr.  White,  a  grave 
lawyer,  but  notorioufly  difafFeded  to  the  Church,  fat 
)n  the  chair  ;  and  then  both  petition  ^d  articles  werf 
fufTered  to  be  printed  and  publiihed,  (a  licence  never 
pracftifed  before),  that  the  people  might  be  inflame4 
againft  the  Clergy ;  who  were  quickly  taught  to  call 
all  thofe  againft  whom  fuch  petitions  and  articles  were 
exhibited  (which  were  freqi^ently  done  by  a  few  of 
the  rabble,  and  meaneft  of  the  people,  againft  th< 
fenfe  and  judgment  of  the  pariih)  thejcandalous  Clergy  \ 
which  appellation  was  frequently  applied  to  men  of 
great  gravity  and  learning,  and  the  moft  unblemifhe4 
lives. 
The  entry  Thcre  canuot  be  a  better  inftance  of  the  unruly  and 
Ba^k,  mutinous  fpirit  of  the  city  of  London,  which  was  then 
rnto?!Jn!"the  fink  of  all  the  ill  humours  of  the  kingdom,  th^jq 
^*'  the  triumphant  entry  which  fome  perfons  at  that  time 
made  into  London,  who  had  been  before  (een  upon 
pillories,  and  ftigmatized  as  libellous  and  infamou$ 
offenders  :  of  which  clallis  of  men  fcarc^  any  i^  can 
afford  the  like. 

Thcre  had  been  three  perfons  of  feveral  profel&on^ 
fome  years  before  ceqfured  in  the  Star-rChftmber;  Wil- 
liam Pryn,  a  Barrifter  of  Lincoln's  Inn ;  John  Baft- 
vick,  a  Dodtor  of  Phyfic ;  and  H^nry  Burton,  a  Mi- 
nifter  and  Ledlurer  of  London. 

The  firft,  not  unlearned  in  the  profeffion  of  the  law,j 
as  far  as  learning  is  acquired  by  the  mere  reading  of 
books ;  but  being  a  perfon  of  great  iaduftry,  had 
fpent  more  time  in  reading  divinity ;  and,  which 
marred  that  divinity,  in  the  converiation  of  ft^ious 
and  hot-headed  divines :  and  fo,  by  a  mixture  of  all 
three,  with  the  rudenefs  and  arrogance  of  his  own  na- 
ture,fhad  contrafted  a  proud  and  venomous  diflike  to 

the 
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the  difcipline  of  the  Church  of  England ;  and  fo  by 
degrees  (as  the  progrefs  is  very  natural)  an  equal  irre- 
terence  to  the  Government  of  the  State  too ;  both 
^hich  he  vented  in  feveral  abfurd,  petulant,  and  fuper- 
cilious  difcourfes  in  print. 

The  fecond,  a  half-witted,  crack-brained  fellow, 
unknown  to  either  Univerfity,  or  the  College  of  Phy- 
licians ;  but  one  that  haid  fpent  his  time  abroad,  be- 
tween the  fchools  and  the  camp,  (for  he  had  been  in, 
or  paffed  through  armies),  and  had  gotten  a  Dodor- 
Ihip,  and  Latin  ;  with  which,  in  a  very  fl-owing  ftyle, 
witl^  fome  wit  and  much  malice,  he  inveighed  againft 
the  Prelates  of  the  Church  in  a  book  which  he  printed 
in  Holland,  and  inrfuftrioufly  difperfed  in  London, 
and  throughout  the  kingdom  ;  having  prefumed  (a^ 
their  modefty  is  always  equal  to  their  obedience)  to 
dedicate  it  to  the /acred  Majejly  of  the  King. 

The  third  had  formerly  a  kind  of  relation  by  fer- 
vice  to  the  King;  having,  before  he  took  ordtrs, 
waited  as  Clofet^keeper,  and  fo  attended  at  canonical 
hours,  with  the  books  of  devotion,  upon  his  Majefty 
when  he  was  Prince  of  Wales;  and,  a  little  before  thd 
death  of  King  James,  took  orders  :  and  fo  his  High- 
nefs  coming  Ihortly  to  be  King,  the  vapours  of  am- 
bition fuming  into  his  head  that  he  was  ftill  to  keep 
his  place,  he  would  not  think  of  lefs  than  being  Clerk 
of  the  Clofet  to  the  new  King,  which  place  his  Majef- 
ty conferred  up6n,  or  rather  continued  in,  the  Bilhop 
of  Durham,  Etoftor  Neyl,  who  had  long  ferved  Kin^ 
James  there,  Mr.  Burton  thus  difappointed,  and,  a!^ 
he  called  it,  defpoiled  of  his  right,  would  rtot,  in  the 
greatnefs  of  his  heart,  fit  down  by  the  affront ;  but 
committed  two  or  three  fuch  weak,  faucy  indifcre- 
tions,  as  caufed  an  inhibition  to  be  lent  him,  ^'  that 
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**  he  fhould  not  prcfume  to  come  any  more  to  Court :" 
and  from  that  time  he  refolved  to  revenge  himfelf  of 
the  Bifhop  of  Durham^  upon  the  whole  order ;  and  fo 
turned  lefturer,  and  preached  againft  them ;  being 
endued  with  malice  and  boldnefs,  inftead  of  learning 
and  any  tolerable  parts. 

Thefe  three  perfons  having  been,  for  feveral  follies 
and  libelling  humours,  firft  gently  reprehended,  and 
after,  for  their  incorrigiblenefs,  more  feverely  cenfured 
and  imprifoned,  found  fome  means  in  prifon  of  cor- 
refpondence,  which  was  not  before  known  to  be  be- 
tween thems  and  to  combine  themfelves  in  a  more 
peftilent  and  feditious  libel  than  they  had  ever  before 
vented ;   in  which  the  honour  of  the  King,  Queen, 
Counfellors,  and  Biihops^  was  with  equal  licence  blafted 
and  traduced ;  which  was  faithfully  difperfed  by  their 
profelytes  in  the  city.    The  authors  were  quickly  and 
eafily  known,  and  had  indeed  too  much  ingenuity  to 
deny  it ;  and  were  thereupon  brought  together  to  the 
Star-Chamber  ore  tenus  ;   where  they  behaved  them- 
felves with  marvellous  infolence ;  with  full  confidence 
demanding,  "  that  the  Bilhops  who  fate  in  the  Court'* 
(being  only  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and  the 
Bifhop  of  London)  *^  might  not  be  prefent,  becaufe 
**  they  were  their  enemies,  and  fo  parties  :'*  which,  how 
fcandalous  and  ridiculous  foever  it  feemed  then  there, 
was  good  logic  and  good  law  two  years  after  in  Scot- 
land, and  ferved  to  banifh  the  Bifhops  of  that  king- 
dom both  from  the  Council-Table  and  the  AfTembly. 
Upon  a  very  patient  and  folemn  hearing,  in  as  full  a 
Court  as  ever  I  faw  in  that  place,  without  any  differ- 
ence  in  opinion  or  dilTenting  voice,  they  were  all 
three  cenfured  as  fcandalous,  feditious,  and  infamous 
perfons,  *^  to  lofe  their  ears  in  the  pillory, 'tod  to  be 
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"  imprifoned  in  feveral  gaols  during  the  King's  plea- 
"  fure  :"  all  which  was  executed  with  rigour  and  fe- 
verity  enough.  But  yet  their  itch  of  libelling  ftill 
broke  out ;  and  their  friends  of  the  city  found  a  line 
of  comnGLunication  with  them.  Hereupon  the  wifdom 
of  the  State  thought  fit,  that  thofe  infe(5lious  fores 
ihould  breathe  out  their  corruption  in  fbme  air  more 
remote  from  that  catching  city,  and  lefs  liable  to  the 
contagion :  and  fo,  by  an  order  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Council,  Mr.  Pryn  was  fent  to  a  cafUe  in  the  iiland  of 
Jerfey ;  Dr.  Baftwick  to  Scilly ;  and  Mr.  Burton  to 
Guernfey ;  where  they  remained  unconfidered,  and 
truly  I  think  unpitied,  (for  they  were  men  of  no  virtue 
or  merit),  for  the  fpace  of  two  years,  till  the  beginning 
of  this  prefent  Parliament. 

Shortly  upon  that,  petitions  were  prefented  by  their 
wives  or  friends,  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  expreflP- 
ing  **  their  heavy  cenfures  and  long  fufFerings  ;"  and 
defiring,  by  way  of  appeal,  "  that  the  juftice  and  ri* 
"  gour  of  that  fentence  might  be  reviewed  and  conli- 
*'  dered ;  and  that  their  perfons  might  be  brought 
^^  from  thofe  remote  and  defolate  places  to  London^ 
**  that  fo  they  might  be  able  to  facilitate  or  attend 
**  their  own  bufinefs."  The  fending  for  them  out  of 
^prifon  (which  was  the  main)  took  up  much  confidera- 
tion  :  for  though  very  many  who  had  no  kindnefs, 
had  yet  companion  for  the  men  ;  thinking  they  had 
fufFered  enough  ;  and  that,  though  they  were  fcurvy 
fellows,  they  had  been  fcurvily^  ufed  :  and  others  had 
not  only  affedlion  to  their  perfons,  as  having  fufFered 
for  a  common  caufe ;  but  were  concerned  to  revive 
and  improve  their  ufeful  faculties  of  libelling  and  re- 
viling authority  ;  and  to  make  thofe  ebullitions  of 
their  malice  not  thought  noifome  to  the  State  :  yet  a 
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fcntence  of  a  fupreme  Coart,  the  Star-Cluunber,  (<^ 
which  they  had  not  yet  fpokc  mth  inevereiice),  was 
nor  lightly  to  be  blown  off:  but,  when  they  wcic  in- 
fonned,  and  had  confidered,  that  by  that  fentence  the 
petitioners  were  condemned  to  fboie  piifons  in  Lon- 
don ;  and  were  afterward  lemoTed  thence  by  an  order 
of  the  Lords  of  the  Council ;  they  looked  upon  that 
order  as  a  violation  of  the  fentence ;  and  fo  made  no 
fcruple  to  order  ^^  that  the  prifoners  ihould  be  re- 
'^  moved  from  thofe  foreign  prifons^  to  the  places  ta 
•^  whfch  they  were  regularly  firft  committed.^  And 
to  that  purpofe  warrants  were  figned  by  the  Speaker^ 
to  the  Governors  and  Captsuns  of  the  iieveral  caftles^ 
^*  to  bring  them  in  lafe  cuftody  to  London  :'*  wjhicli 
were  fent  with  all  poffible  expedition. 

Pryn  and  Burton  being  neighbours  (though  in  dif- 
t4mft  iflands)  landed  at  the  fame  time  at  Southamp- 
ton ;  where  they  were  received  and  entertained  with 
extraordinary  demonHiatioDs  of  affedkion  and  efteem ; 
attended  by  a  marvellous  conflux  of  company ;  and 
their  charges  not  only  borne  with  great  magnificence, 
but  liberal  prefents  given  to  them.  And  this  method* 
and  ceremony  kept  them  company  all  their  journey, 
great  herds  of  people  meeting  them  at  their  entrance 
into  all  towns,  and  waiting  upon  them  out  with  won- 
derful acclamations  of  joy.  When  they  came  near  to 
London,  multitudes  of  people  of  feveral  conditions^ 
fome  on  horfeback,  others  on  foot,  met  them  fomc 
miles  from  the  town  ;  very  many  having  been  a  day*s 
journey ;  and  they  were  brought,  about  two  of  die 
clock  in  the  afternoon,  in  at  Charing-crofs,  and  car- 
ried into  the  city  by  above  ten  thouland  perfons,  with 
boughs  and  flowers  in  their  hands ;  the  common  peo- 
ple ftrewing  flowers  and  herbs  in  the  ways  as  they 
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pafifed,  making  great  noife^  and  exprelEons  of  joy  for 
their  deliverance  and  return ;  and  in  thofe  acclama* 
tions,  mingling  loud  and  Tirulent  exclamations  againft 
the  Bifhops,  "  who  had  fo  cijielly  profecuted  fuch 
**  godly  men."  In  the  fame  manner,  within  five  or  fix 
days  after,  and  in  like  triumph.  Dr.  Baftwick  returned 
from  Scilly,  landing  at  Dover-;  and  from  tiience  bring- 
ing the  fame  teilimonies  of  the  afiediiions  and  zeal  of 
Kent,  as  the  others  had  done  from  Hampihire  and 
Surrey,  was^  met  before  he  came  to  Southwark  by  the 
good  people  of  London,  and  £b  coadu£^ed  to  his  lodg- 
ing likewife  in  the  city. 

I  ihould  not  have  wafted  thus  much  time  in  a  dif- 
courfc  of  this  nature,  but  that  it  is  and  was  then  evi^ 
dent,  that  this  infurreftion  (for  it  was  no  better)  and 
frenzy  of  the  people  was  an  effedfc  of  great  induftry 
and  policy,  to  try  and  publifli  the  temper  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  and  to  fatisfy  thcmfelves  in  the  activity  and  in- 
tereft  of  their  tribunes,  to  whom  that  province  of 
ihewing  them  was  committed.  And  from  this  time, 
the  licence  of  preaching  and  printing  increafed,  to 
that  degree,  that  all  pulpits  were  freely  delivered 
to  the  fchifmatical  and  filenced  preachers,  who  till 
then  had  lurked  in  corners,  or  lived  in  New  England ; 
and  the  preiles  at  libecty  for  the  publiihing  the  moft 
inve<Slive,  feditious,  and  fcurrilous  pamphlets,  that 
their  wit  and  malice  could  invent.  Whilft  the  Mini- 
fters  of  the  State,  and  Judges  of  the  Law,  like  men  in 
an*  ecftaly,  liirprifed  and  amazed  with  feveral  appari- 
tions, had  no  fpeech  or  motion ;  as  if,  having  com- 
mitted fuch  an  excels  of  jurifdlAion,  (as  men  upon 
great  furfeits  are  enjoined  for  a  time  to  eat  nothing), 
they  had  been  prcfcribed  to  exercife  no  jurifdidlion  at 
alL     Whereas,  without  doubt,  if  cither  the  Privy- 
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Council,  or  the  Judges  and  the  King's  learned  Coun- 
cil, had  afliimed  the  courage  to  have  queftioned  the 
preaching,  or  the  printing,  or  the  feditious  riots  upon 
the  triumph  of  tbofe  tjiree  fcandalous  men,  before  the 
uninterruption  and  fecurity  had  confirmed  the  people 
in  all  three,  it  had  been  no  hard  matter  to  have  de- 
ftroyed  thofe  feeds,  and  pulled  up  thofe  plants,  which 
being  neglected,  grew  up  and  profpercd  to  a  full  har- 
veft  of  rebellion  and  treafon.  But  this  was  yet  but  a 
rudenefs  and  ranknefs  abroad,  without  any  vifible 
countenance  or  approbation  from  the  Parliament :  all 
fccmed  chafte  within  thofe  walls. 

The  firft  malignity  that  was  apparent  there  (for  the 
accufation  of  the  Archbiihop  and  the  Earl  of  Straf- 
ford were  looked  upon  as  aAs  of  pafiion,  direAed 
againft  particular  perfons,  who  were  thought  to  have 
defervcd  fome  extraordinary  meafures  and  proceeding) 
was  againft  the  Church  :  firft,  in  their  committee  for 
religion ;  which  had  been  affumed  ever  fince  the  lat- 
ter times  of  King  James,  though  feldom  or  never  any 
fuch  thing  had  before  been  heard  of  in  Parliament ; 
where,  imder  pretence  of  receiving  petitions  againft 
Clergymen,  they  often  debated  points  beyond  the 
A  dcciara-  vcrge  of  their  underftanding  :  then,  by  their  cheerful 
mlniftVl^^^  of  a  declaration  of  many  Ihcets  of  paper 

tionoffomc^S^'^^  the  whole  government  of  the  Churph;  pre- 
citizeos,     fented  by  ten  or  a  dozen  minifters,  at  the  bar ;  and 

mgainfl  the  ■'  . 

govern-  prctcndcd  to  be  figned  by  feveral  hundreds  of  the  mi- 
thrchurchnifters  of  London  and  the  countries  adjacent:  and  a 
by  B»^op5.pg^j^jQ^^  prefented  by  Alderman  Pennington,  and  al- 
leged to  be  fubfcribed  by  twenty  thoufand  men,  in- 
habitants within  the  city  of  London ;  who  required, 
in  plain  terms,  "  the  total  extirpation  of  epifcopacy/* 
Yet  the  Houfe  was  then  fo  far  from  being  poflTefled 
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with  that  fpirit,  that  the  utmoft  that  could  be  obtained, 
upon  a  long  debate  upon  that  petition,  was,  '^  that  it 
^^  ihould  not  be  rejedted ;"  againft  which  the  number 
of  the  petitioners  was  urged  as  a  powerful  argument  5 
only  it  was  fufFered  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  the 
Clerk  of  the  Houfe,  with  direftion,  **  that  no  copy  of 
**  it  ihould  be  given/*  And  for  the  minifters'  decla* 
ration,  one  part  only  of  it  was  infifted  on  by  them, 
and  read  in  the  Houfe  ;  which  concerned  the  exercife 
of  ecclefiaftical  jurifdiftion,  and  the  excefs  of  their 
courts  ;  the  other  parts  were  declined  by  many  of 
them,  and  efpecially  ordered  "  to  be  fealed  up  by  the 
**  Clerk,  that  they  might  be  perufed  by  no  man."  So 
that  all  that  envy  and  animofity  againft  the  Church 
feemed  to  be  rcfolved  into  a  defire,  ^'  that  a  bill  might 
*'  be  framed  to  remove  the  Bifhops  from  their  votes 
^'  in  the  Lords'  Houfe,  and  fropi  any  office  in  fecular 
^'  affairs  /'  which  was  the  utmoft  men  pretended  to 
wiflx :  and  to  fuch  a  purpofe  a  bill  was  Ihortly  after 
prepared,  and  brought  into  the  Houfe ;  of  which 
more  fhall  be  faid  in  its  proper  place. 

It  was  a  fbrange  dilingenuity,  that  was  pra6tifed  in  Great  difin. 
the  procuring  thofe  petitions  }  which  continued  everSfcdmpre- 
*  after  in  the  like  addreffes.    The  courfe  was,  firft,  to^J^Sf  p*^ 
prepare  a  petition  very  modeft  and  dutiful,  for  the 
form;  and  for  the  matter,  not  very  unreafonable ;  and 
to  communicate  it  at  fome  public  meeting,  where  care 
was  taken  it  Ihould  be  received  with  approbation :  the 
fubfcription  of  very  few  hands  filled  the  paper  itfelf, 
where  the  petition  was  written,  and  therefore  many 
more  fheets  were  annexed,  for  the  reception  of  the 
number,  which  gave  all  the  credit,  and  procured  all 
the  countenance,  to  the  undertaking.   When  a  multi- 
tude of  hands  was  procured,  the  petition  itfelf  was  cut. 
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off,  and  a  ttew  one  framed^  fuitabk  to  the  de%n  itf 
hand^  and  annexed  to  the  long  lift  of  names  which 
were  fubforibed  to  the  former.  By  this  means^  tnany 
men  found  their  hands  fuMcribed  to  petitions,  ef 
which  they  before  had  never  heard.  As  fereral  mi-' 
lifters,  whofe  hands  were  to  the  petition  and  declara-' 
lion  of  the  London  minifters  before  mentioned,  have 
profefTed  to  many  pedbns,  **  that  they  never  law  thad 
•^  petition  or  declaration  before  it  was  prefented  to  the 
'*  Hoiffe  i  but  bad  figned  another,  the  fubftance  of 
^'  which  was,  not  to  be  compelled  to  take  the  oath  en^ 
^  joined  by  the  new  canons  :  and  when  fhey  founds 
**  inftead  of  that,  their  M^nes  fet  to  a  defire  of  an  al- 
*^  teration  of  the  government  of  the  Church,  they 
**  with  much  trouble  went  to  Mr.  Marlhall,  with 
'^whom  they  had  rntruftcd  the  petition  and  their 
**  hands ;  who  gave  therm  no  other  anfwer,  but  that 
*^  it  was  thought  lit  by  thofe  who  underftood  bufincfs 
^  better  than  they,  that  the  latter  petition  fliouM  ra- 
•'  ther  be  preferred  than  the  former."  And  wlien  he 
found,  they  intended  by  fome  public  aft  to  vindicate 
themfelves  from  that  calumny ;  fuch  pcrfons,  upon 
whom  they  had  their  greateft  dependence,  were  en- 
gaged, by  threats  and  promifes,  to  prevail  with  them 
.  to  fit  ftill,  and  topafs  by  that  indireft  proceeding. 
Compiainu  Fof  the  better  fecilitating  and  making  way  for  thofe 
f^c^rti.  virulent  attempts  upon  the  Church,  petitions  and 
Sow?*"  complaints  were  exhibited  againft  the  exorbitant  aAs 
of  fome  Bllhops;  efpecially  againft  the  Bifhops  of 
Bath  and  Wells,  and  Ely  ;  who,  they  alleged,  "  had 
'^  with  great  pride  and  infolence  provoked  all  the 
^*  gentry,  and  moft  of  the  inhabitants  within  their 
Andagiinft^  dioccfes."  And  the  new  canons  were  infiftcd  on, 
l^^"  as  a  moft*  palpable  invafion  by  the  whole  body 
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*^  of  the  Clergy,  upon  the  laws  and  liberty  of  the 
^'  people." 

I  faid  before,  that  after  the  dilTolution  of  the  for-* 
fner  ihort  Parliament,  the  Convocation  was  continued 
by  fpecial  warrant  from  the  King ;  and  by  his  Ma* 
jefty,  in  a  folemn  meifage  fent  to  them  by  Sir  Harry 
Vane,  then  principal  Secretary,  **  required  to  proceed 
^^  in  the  making  of  canons,  for  the  better  peace  and 
^*  quiet  of  the  Church,"  Notwithftanding  this  com- 
mand, the  chief  of  the  Clergy,  well  knowing  the  fpi- 
fit  of  bitternefs  that  was  contradled  againft  them;  and 
many  obfolete  pamphlets  againft  their  jurifdi<5iion  and 
power  being,  iince  the  commotions  in  Scotland,  re-» 
vived  and  publiihed  with  more  freedom ;  defired  his 
Majefty,  "  that  the  opinions  of  the  Judges  might  be 
*^  known  and  declared,  whether  they  might  then  law-^ 
**  fully  fit,  the  Parliament  being  diflblved,  and  pro-* 
*^  ceed  in  the  making  of  canons ;  as  likewife,  upon 
^*  other  particulars  in  their  jurifdicSlion,  which  had 
^*  been  moft  inveighed  againft  ?" 

All  the  Judges  of  England,  upon  a  mature  debate^ 
in  the  prefence  of  the  King's  Council,  under  theit 
hands  aiferted,  "  the  power  of  the  Convocation  in 
^^  making  canons,  and  thofe  other  parts  of  jurifdic-^ 
^*  tion,  which  had  been  fo  envioufly  queftioned/* 
Hereupon  they  proceeded ;  and  having  compofed  ^ 
body  of  canons,  prefented  the  fame  to  his  Majefty, 
for  his  royal  approbation.  They  were  then  again  de- 
bated at  the  Council-Board,  not  without  notable  op- 
pofition ;  for  upon  fome  leffening  the  power  and  au- 
thority of  their  Chancellors,  and  their  Commiflaries, 
by  thofe  canons,  the  profeffors  of  that  law  took  them* 
felves  to  be  difobliged  •,  and  Sir  Henry  Martin,  (whQ 
was  not  likely  to  overfeq  any  advantages),  upon  feve-» 
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fal  days  of  hearing  at  the  Council-Table,  with  his  tit- 
moft  fkill  objedled  againft  them  :  but  in  the  end,  by 
the  entire  and  unanimous  advice  of  the  Privy-Coun- 
cil, the  canons  were  confirmed  by  the  King,  under 
the  Great  Sed  of  England,  and  thereby  enjoined  to 
be  obferved.  So  that  whatfoever  they  were,  the 
Judges  were  at  leaft  as  guilty  of  the  firft  prefumption 
in  framing  them,  and  the  Lords  of  the  Council  in 
publifhing  and  executing  them,  as  the  Biihops,  or 
the  reft  of  the  Clergy,  in  either. 

Yet  the  ftorm  fell  wholly  on  the  Church  :  and  the 
matter  of  thofe  canons,  and  the  manner  of  making 
them,  was  iniifted  on,  as  a  pregnant  teftlmony  of  a 
malignant  fpirit  in  the  very  fund^ion  of  the  Biihops. 
The  truth  is,  the  feafon  in  which  that  fynod  conti- 
nued to  fit  (as  was  obferved  before)  was  in  fo  ill  a 
cohjundlure  of  time,  (upon  the  diflblution  of  a  Par- 
liament, and  altnoft  in  an  invafion  from  Scotland), 
that  nothing  could  have  been  tranfafted  there,  of  a 
popular  and  prevailing  influence.  And  then,  fome 
iharp  canons  againft  fedaries,  and  fome  additional  in 
point  of  ceremonies,  countenancing,  though  not  en- 
joining, what  had  not  been  long  praftifcd,  infinitely 
inflamed  fome,  and  troubled  others;  who  jointly  took 
advantage  of  what  ftri<£Uy  was  amifs  ;  as  the  making 
an  oath,  the  matter  of  which  was  conceived  incon- 
gruous ;  and  enjoining  it  to  many  of  the  Laity,  as  well 
as  the  Clergy  ;  and  likewife  the  granting  of  fubfidies. 
Which  are  So  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  (that  is,  the  major 
condemned  p^j^^  made  no  fcruple,  in  that  heat,  to  declare,  "  that 
Houfe  of  "the  Convocation-Houfe  had  no  power  at  all  of 
"  making  canons  :"  notwithftanding  that  it  was  appa- 
rent by  the  law,  and  the  uncontradi<5led  pradVice  of 
the  Church,  that  canons  had  never  been  otherwife 

made: 
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made :  *'  and  that  thofe  canons  contained  in  them 
*^  matter  of  fedition  and  reproach  to  the  regal  power ; 
**  prejudicial  to  the  liberty  and  property  of  the  fub- 
**  je<5t,  and  to  the  privileges  of  Parliament/*  By  the 
extent  of  which  notable  vote  and  declaration,  they 
had  involved  almoft  the  whole  Clergy  under  the  guilt 
of  arbitrary  proceedings  ;  as  much  as  they  had  done 
the  Nobility  and  Gentry  before,  under  their  votes 
againft  Lords  Lieutenants,  Deputy-Lieutenants,  Pri- 
vy-Counfellors,  and  Sheriffs ;  and  of  which  they  made 
the  fame  ufe  ;  as  ihall  be  remembered  in  its  proper 
plac€« 

In  the  mean  time  the  two  armies  were  neccflarily  Money bor- 
to  be  provided  for,  left  the  countries  where  their  quar-  the  city  by 
ters  were  fhould  come  to  be  oppreffed  by  free  quar- Houfcs°  foe 
ter  ;  which  would  not  only  raife  a  very  inconvenient  [h^^/^olr- 
noife,  but  introduce  a  neceffity  of  difbanding  the  ar-"*^«' 
mies,  which  they  were  in  no  degree  ready  for  2  and 
money  not  being  to  be  raifed  foon  enough  in  the  re^ 
gular  way,  Vy  aft  of  Parliament,  which  would  require 
fome  time  in  the  pafling ;  beiides,  that  the  manner 
and  way  of  railing  it  had  not  been  enough  confi- 
dered ;    and  the   collecting  it  would  require  much 
time,  even  after  an  aft  of  Parliament  fhould  be  paffed; 
therefore  for  the  prefent  fupply  it  was  thought  fit  to 
make  ufe  of  their  credit  with  the  city ;  to  whom  a 
formal  embafly  of  Lords  and  Commons  was  fent ; 
which  were  carefully  chofen  of  fuch  perfons  as  carried 
the  bufinefs  of  the  HcHife  before  them,  that  the  per- 
forming the  fervice  might  be  as  well  imputed  to  their 
particular  reputation  and  intereft,  as  to  the  afFeftion 
of  the  city :  and  thefe  men  in  their  orations  to  the 
citizens  underto6k  "  that  their  money  fliould  be  re- 
<^  paid  with  intereft  by  the  care  of  the  Parliament." 

And 
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And  this  l^ras  the  firft  introdiiftion  of  the  public  fkith ; 
which  grew  afterwards  to  be  applied  to  all  monftrous 
purpofes. 

This  expedient  fucceeded  twice  or  thrice  for  fuch 
fums  as  they  thought  fit  to  requife  j  which  were  only 
enough  to  carry  on  their  aflFairs,  and  keep  them  in, 
motion  -,  not  proportionable  to  difcharge  the  debt  due 
to  the  armies,  but  to  enable  them  to  pay  their  quar- 
ters: it  being  fit  to  keep  a  coniiderable  debt  ftill 
owing,  left  they  Ihould  appear  too  ready  to  be  dii* 
banded. 
Anew  They  had  likewife  another  defign  in  this  com« 

co^droir  mercc  with  the  city  ;  which,  always  upon  the  loan  of 
Stofra?^  money,  ufed  to  reconunend  feme  fuch  thing  to  the 
Parliament^  as  might  advance  the  deiigns  of  the  par^ 
ty;  as  **  the  proceeding  Jtgainft  delinquents  i"  or 
*^  fome  reformation  in  the  Church :"  which  the  ma- 
nagers knew  well  what  ufe  to  make  of  upon  any  emer- 
gency. When  they  had  fet  this  traffic  on  foot  in  the 
city,  and  fo  brought  their  friends  thertf  into  more 
reputation  and  adlivity;  then,  at  their  eledtion  for 
Common-Council  men,  (which  is  every  year  before 
Chriftmas  ;  and  in  which  new  men  had  rarely  ufed  to 
be  chofen,  except  in  cafe  of  death,  but  the  old  ftill 
.  continued),  all  the  grave  and  fubftantial  citizens  were 
left  out ;  and  fuch  chofen  as  were  moft  eminent  for 
oppofing  the  Government,  and  moft  difaffcfted  to  the 
Church,  though  of  never  fo  mean  eftates :  which 
made  a  prefent  vifible  alteration  in  the  temper  of  the 
city,  (the  Common-Council  having  fo  great  a  fhare  inv 
the  management  of  affairs  there),  and  even  in  the  Go- 
vernment itfelf. 

Other  ways  were  now  to  be  thought  of  for  getting 
of  naoney,  which  was,  once  at  leaft  every  month, 

called 
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called  for  very  importunately  by  the  Scottifli  Com- 
miffioners;  which  caufed  the  fame  provifion  to  be 
made  for  the  Englilh  forces.  The  next  expedient 
was,  ^^  That  in  fo  great  an  exigence,  and  for  the  pub- 
*^  lie  peace ;  that  the  armies  might  not  enter  into 
^^  blood,  by  the  determination  of  the  ceffation,  which 
^^  want  of  pay  would  inevitably  produce ;  the  feveral 
*^  members  of  the  Houfe  would  lend  money,  accord- 
*^  ing  to  their  feveral  abilities  ;  or  that  fuch  as  had 
'*  no  money  would  become  bound  for  it ;  and  upon 
'^  thefe  terms  enough  could  be  borrowed."  This  was 
no  fooner  propofed,  but  confented  to  by  all  the  emi- 
nent leaders  ;  and  by  many  others,  in  order  to  make 
themfelves  the  more  acceptable  to  thofe ;  and  fome 
did  it  for  their  own  convenience,  there  being  little 
hazard  of  their  money,  and  full  intereft  to  be  re- 
ceived, and  believing  it  would  facilitate  the  difband- 
ing  of  the  armies  j  to  which  all  fober  men's  hearts 
were  directed. 

And  now,  to  fupport  their  ftock  of  credit,  it  was 
time  to  raife  money  upon  the  people  by  a6l  of  Par- 
liament ;  which  they  had  an  excufe  for  not  doing  in 
the  ufual  way,  **  of  giving  it  immediately  to  the  King, 
**  to  be  paid  into  the  Exchequer ;  becaufe  the  public 
'*  faith  was  fo  deeply  engaged  to  the  city  for  a  great 
*^  debt ;  and  fo  many  particular  members  in  the  loan 
^'  of  mdneys,  and  in  being  bound  for  the  payment  of 
*'  great  fums,  for  which  their  eftates  were  liable  :  and 
"  therefore  it  was  but  reafon,  that  for  their  indem- 
*^  nity  the  money  that  was  to  be  raifed  fhould  be 
^*  paid  into  the  hands  of  particular  members  of  the 
*«  Houfe,  named  by  them ;  who  fliould  take  care  to 
^'  difcharge  all  public  engagements."  The  firft  billAbm 
they  pafled  being  but  for  two  fubfidies,  which  wasSfinztwo 

TOi-  I.  T  not^^*'^     ' 
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conciDued. 


thcHoufc  not  fufficient  to  difcharge  any  confiderable  part  of 

monsnam-the   money  borrowed,  they  inferted  in  the  bill  the 

mfffiouMi  Commiffioners'  names,  who  were  to  receive  and  dif- 

thcmonTy.  P^^^  *^^  moncy.     And  the  King  made  no  paufe  in 

the  palling  it ;   himfelf  not  confidcring  the  confe- 

quence  of  it,  and  none  about  him  having  the  courage 

to  rcprefent  it  to  him. 

the  fame       From  that  time,  there  was  no  bill  pafled  for  the 

method  af-       ,  ,  ,  *    , 

tcrwards    Tailing  of  money,  but  it  was  difpofed  of  in  the  fame, 
or  the  like  manner;  that  none  of  it  could  be  applied  to 
the  King's  ufe,  or  by  his  diredion.     And  they  like- 
wife  took  notice,  ^^  that,  from  the  time  of  his  Majefty's 
^^  coming  to  the  Crown,  he  had  taken  the  cuftoms  , 
"  and  impolitions  upon  merchandize  as  his  own  right, 
"  without  any  aft  of  ParUament ;  which  (they  faid) 
"  no  King  had  ever  before  done ;"  inlinuating  withal, 
'^  that  they  meant  to  make  a  further  enquiry  into  thofe, 
"  wlio  had  been  the  chief  minifters  in  that  prefump- 
"  tion."    They  faid,  *^  Nobody  could  imagine,  but 
**  that  they  intended  to  grant  the  fame  to  his  Ma- 
"  jelly,  in  the  fame  manner,  for  his  life,  as  had  been 
^^  done  to  his  progenitors  by  former  Parliaments  :  but 
*^  that  they  found  fuch  an  aft  could  not  be  prefently 
'^  made  ready ;   becaufe  the   book  of  rates  now  in 
"praftice  (belides  that,  it  had  not  been  made  by 
•^  lawful  authority)  contained  many  excefles,  and  muft 
*^  be  reformed  in   feveral  particulars ;   in  preparing 
*'  which,  they  would  ufe  all  poflible  diligence,  and 
*^  hoped  to  efFeft  it  in  a  fhort  time  :  however,  that 
^*  the  continuance  of  the  coUeftion  in  the  manner 
*'  it  was  in,  without  any  lawful  title,  and  during 
*^  the  very  fitting  of  the  Parliament,  would  be  a  pre- 
"  cedent  of  a  very  ill  confcquence,  and  make  the 
^  right  of  giving  it  the  more  queftioncd  ;  at  leaft  the 

''  lefs 
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«'  lefs  valued.  And  therefore  it  W6uld  be  fit,  that 
*<  either  all  the  prefent  coUeftion  Ihovdd  be  difcon- 
"  tinued,  and  ccafe  abfolutely ;  which  was  in  the 
*'  power  of  the  merchants  themfelves  to  do,  by  refiif- 
^*  ing  to  pay  any  duties  which  there  was  no  law  to 
**  compel  them  td :  or,  that  a  fhort  a6t  Ihould  be 
*^  prefently  paffed,  for  the  continuance  of  thofe  pay- 
^'  ments  for  a  Ihort  time ;  againft  the  expiration 
*•  whereof,  the  aft  for  granting  them  for  life,  with 
*'  the  book  of  rates,  would  be  prepared,  and  ready/* 
There  were  many  inconveniences  difcovered  in  the 
firft,  in  difcontinuing  the  colledlion  and  payment  of 
duties,  ^*  which  would  not  be  fo  cafily  revived  again, 
^^  and  reduced  into  order :  and  that  the  laft  would, 
**  without  prejudice  to  either,  both  vindicate  the  right 
^*  of  the  fubjcdl,  and  fecure  the  King's  profit :"  and 
fo  they  prepared  (with  all  the  expreffions  of  duty  and 
afFe<^ion  to  the  King  that  can  be  imagined)  and  pre- 
fcnted  a  grant  of  thofe  duties  for  fome  few  months. 
In  which  there  was  a  preamble,  "  difapproving  and 
*^  condenlning  all  that  had  been  done  in  that  parti cu- 
^*  lar,  from  his  Majefly's  firft  coming  to  the  Crown, 
"  to  that  time;  and  afferting  his  whole  right  to  thofe, 
'^  payments,  to  depend  upon  the  gift  of  his  fubjeftsf* 
and  concluded  with  *^  moft  fevere  penalties  to  be  in» 
**  flicfted  upon  thofe,  who  fliould  prefume  hereafter  to 
"  coUeA  or  receive  them  otherwife  than  as  they 
*^  were,  or  fliould  be,  granted  by  a<5l  of  Parliament  :'* 
which  had  never  been  in  any  other  aft  of  Parliament 
declared  :^which  the  King  likewife  paffed.  So  all  the 
revenue  he  had  to  live  upon,  and  to  provide  him  meat, 
and  which  he  had  reafon  to  expeft  fliould  have  been 
more  certainly  continued  to  him,  was  taken  into 
their  hands ;  in  order  to  take  it  from  him  too,  when- 

y  2  ever 
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ever  they  iKould  think  it  convenient  to  their  other 
defigns :  of  which  he  Ihortly  after  found  the  mif- 
chief. 

Though,  as  hath  been  obferved,  there  was  not 
hitherto  one  penny  of  money  given  to  the  King,  or 
received  by  his  minifl^ers;  yet,  becaufe  fubiidies 
were  raifed  upon  the  people,  according  to  the  formal- 
ity of  Parliaments  -,  and  as  if  all  that  great  fupply  had 
been  to  the  King's  own  coffers;  it  was  thought  necef- 
fary,  that  the  people  fhould  be  refreflicd  with  fome 
behoveful  law,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  found  them- 
felves  charged  with  the  payment  of  fo  many  fubiidies. 
And  under  that  conGderation,  together  with  the  bill 
for  fubiidies,  another  was  fent  up  to  the  Lords,  for  a 
triennial  Parliament :  both  which  quickly  paiTed  that 
Houfe,  and  were  tranfhiitted  to  the  King. 

triraniia'*  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  triennial  Parliament  (though  the 
Parliament  (amc  was  grounded  upon  two  former  ilatutes  in  the 
^  time  of  King  Edward  the  Third,  "  That  there  Ihould 

**  be  oiice  every  year  a  Parliament")  there  were  fome 
claufes  very  derogatory  to  monarchical  principles  j 
as  '*  giving  the  people  authority  to  aiTemble  together, 
"  if  the  King  failed  to  call  them,'*  and  the  like  : 
yet  his  Majeily,  really  intending  to  make  thofe  con- 
ventions frequent,  without  any  great  heiitation,  enaft- 
ed  thofe  two  bills  together ;  fo  much  to  the  feeming 
joy  and  fatisfadtion  of  both  Houfes,  that  they  pre- 
tended *^  to  have  fuificiently  provided  for  the  fe- 
*^  curity  of  the  commonwealth ;  and  that  there  re- 
^^  mained  nothing  to  be  done,  but  fuch  a  return 
*^  of  duty  and  gratitude  to  the  King,  as  might  teftify 
**  their  devotipns  ^  and  that  their  only  end  was  to 
^^  make  him  glorious :"  but  thofe  fits  of  zeal  and 
loyalty  never  lailed  long. 

The 
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The  Lord  Finch's  flight  made  not  only  the  place  sir  Edward 
of  Keeper  vacant^  but  begot  feveral  other  vacancies,  made  Lord 
The  Seal  was  given  to  Littleton,  who  was  then  Chief '^****'* 
Juftice  of  the  Common  Pleas;  for  which  place  he 
was  excellently  £tted :  but  being  a  man  of  a  grave 
and    comely  prefence,  his  other  parts  were    over- 
valued ;    his  learning  in  the  law  being  his  mafter- 
piece.     And  he  was  chofen  to  be  Keeper^  upon  the 
opinion  and  recommendation  of  the  two  great  mi- 
niflers  under  the  cloud;   who  had  before  brought 
him  to  be  a  Privy-Counfellor,  whilft  Chief  Juftice, 
to  the  no  little  jealoufy  of  the  Lord  Finch. 

Banks^  the  Attorney  General,  was  weary  enough 
of  the  inquiiition  that  was  made  into  the  King's 
grants^  and  glad  to  be  promoted  to  the  Common 
Pleas.  Herbert,  the  Solicitor  General,  who  had  fate 
all  this  time  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  awed  and 
terrified  with  their  temper  ;  applying  himfelf  to  Mr. 
Hambden,  and  two  or  three  of  the  other,  without 
interpofing  or  crofiing  them  in  any  thing ;  longed  in- 
finitely to  be  out  of  that  fire :  and  fo  the  office  of 
Attorney  Greneral,  which  at  any  other  time  had  been 
to  be  wifhed,  was  now  the  qiore  grateful,  as  it  re- 
moved him  from  the  other  attendance,  it  not  being 
ufual  in  thofe  times  for  the  Attorney  Greneral  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons:  and  he  was 
called  by  writ  to  attend  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  where  he 
fits  upon  the  wool-fack  at  the  back  of  the  Judges. 

From  the  time  that  there  was  no  more  fear  of  the 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  nor  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland,  nor  of  any  particular  men  who  were  like 
to  fucceed  them  in  &vour ;  all  who  had  been  aAive 
in  the  Court,  or  in  any  fcrvice  for  the  King,  being  to- 
tally difpirited,  and  moft  of  them  to  be  difpofed  to  any 

Y  3  ill 
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ill  offices  againft  him;    the  great  patriots  thought 
they  might  be  able  to  do  their  covmtry  better  fervicc, 
if  they  got  the  places  and  preferments  of  the  Court 
for  themfelves,  and  fo  prevent  the  evil  counfels  which 
had  ufed  to  fpring  from  thence.     For  which  purpofe, 
they  had  then  a  fail  friend  there,  the  Marquis  of 
Hamilton ;  who  could  moft  dexteroufly  put  fuch  an 
affair  into  agitation,  with  the  leaft  noife,  and  prepare 
both  King  and  Queen  to  hearken  to  it  very  willingly: 
and  in  a  ihort  time  all  particulars  were  well  adjufted 
for  evei^  man's  accommodation. 
Great  of-^       The  Earl  of  Bedford  was  to  be  Treafurcr :  in  order 
edforfometo  which,  the  Bifhop  of  London  had  already  deiired 
hcajofthe^jjg  King  « to  receive  the  ftaff  into  his  hand,  and  give 
*^  him  leave  to  retire  to  the  fole  care  of  his  bifhop- 
^*  ric  ;"  by  which  he  wifely  withdrew  from  the  ftorm, 
and  enjbyed  the  greateft  tranquillity  of  any  man  of 
the  three  kingdoms,  throughout  the  whole  boifterous 
and  deftroying   time  that   followed;    and  lived  to 
fee  a  happy  and  bleifed  end  of  them,  and  died  in 
The  Bifliop  great  honour.     And  fo  the  Treafury  was  for  the  pre- 
refign^ng"  feut   put  into   conuniffion.     Mr.   Pym    was  to    be 
2c  T^fu- Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  :  which  office  the  Lord 
toa»Suru?Cottington  was  likewife  ready  to  furrender,  upon  af- 
fion.         furance  of  indemnity  for  the   fiiture.     Thefe  two 
were  engaged  to  procure  the  King's  revenue  to,  be 
liberally  provided  for,  and  honourably  increafed  and 
fettled. 
Saint-John      And,  that  this  might  be  the  better  done,  the  Earl 
^tor G^cnil  ^f  Bedford  prevailed  with  the  King,  upon  the  removes 
"*•  mentioned  before,  to  make  Oliver  Saint-John  (who 

hath  been  often,  and  will  be  oftencr  mentioned  in  this 
difcourfe)  his  Solicitor  General  j  which  his  Majefty 
readily  confented  to ;   hoping  that,  being  a  gentle- 
man 
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man  of  an  honourable  extraction,  (if  he  had  been  le- 
gitimate), he  would  have  been  very  ufeful  in  the  pre- 
fent  exigence  to  fupport  his  fervice  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  where  his  authority  was  then  great ;  at 
leaft,  that  he  would  be  afhamed  ever  to  appear  in  any 
thing  that  might  prove  prejudicial  to  the  Crown* 
'And  he  became  immediately  poffeffed  of  that  office 
of  great  truft ;  and  was  fo  well  qualified  fpr  it,  at 
that  time,  by  his  fail  and  rooted  malignity  againft  the 
Government,  that  he  loft  no  credit  with  his  party,  out 
of  any  apprehenfion  or  jealoufy  that  he  would  change 
his  fide  :  and  he  made  good  their  confidence  ;  not  in 
the  leaft  degree  abating  his  nulignant  fpirit,  or  dif- 
fembling  it ;  but  with  the  &me  obftinacy  oppofed 
every  thing  which  might  advance  the  King's  fer- 
vice, when  he  was  his  Solicitor,  2^  ever  he  had  done 
before. 

The  Lord  Say  was  to  be  Mafter  of  the  Wards ; 
which  place  the  Lord  Cottington  was  likewife  to  fur-^ 
render  for  his  own  quiet  and  fecurity.  And  Dens^iU 
HoUis  was  to  be  Secretary  of  State,  in  the  place  of 
Secretary  Windebank. 

Thus  far  the  intrigue  for  preferments  was  entirely 
complied  with :  and  it  is  great  pity  that  it  was  not 
fully  executed,  that  the  King  might  have  had  fomc 
able  men  to  have  advifed  or  allifted  him ;  which  pro- 
bably thefe  very  men  would  have  done,  after  they 
had  been  fo  throughly  engaged :  whereas  the  King 
had  none  left  about  him  in  any  immediate  truft  iq 
bufinefs,  (for  I  fpeak  not  of  the  Duke  of  Rich- 
mond, and  fome  very  few  men  more  about  his  per-r 
fon,  who  ^always  behaved  themfelves  honourably), 
who  either  did  not  betray,  or  fink  mider  the  weight 
or  reproach  of  it, 

Y  4  But 
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But  the  Earl  of  Bedford  was  refolved^  that  he  would 
not  enter  into  the  treafury,  till  the  revenue  was  in 
fome  degree  fettled;  at  leaft^  the  bill  for  tonnage  and 
poundage  pafled^  with  all  decent  circumftances,  and 
for  life ;  which  both  he  and  Mr.  Pym  did  very  hear- 
tily labour  to  cffc6^;  and  had  in  their  thoughts  many 
good  expedients^  by  which  they  intended  to  raife  tho 
revenue  of  the  Crown.  And  none  of  them  were  very 
folicitous  to  take  their  promotions^  before  fome  other 
accommodations  were  provided  for  fome  of  the  reft  of 
their  chief  companions;  who  would  be  neither  well 
pleafed  with  their  fo  hafty  advancement  before  them, 
nor  fo  fubmiilive  in  the  future  to  follow  their  die* 
tates. 

Hanibden  was  a  man  they  could  not  leave  un* 
provided  for ;  and  therefore  there  were  feveral  dc- 
figns^  and  very  far  driven^  for  the  fatisfadlion  and 
promotion  of  him^  and  Eflex^  and  Kimbolton^  and 
others ;  though  not  fo  fully  concluded^  as  thofe  be^ 
fore  mentioned.  For  the  King's  great  end  was^  by 
thefe  compliances^  to  iave  the  life  of  the  Earl  of 
Strafford,  and  to  preferve  the  Church  from  ruin  :  for 
nobody  thought  the  Archbifhop  in  danger  of  his  life. 
And  there  were  few  of  the  perfons  mentioned  before^ 
who  thought  their  preferments  would  do  them  much 
good,  if  the  Earl  were  fufiered  to  live  ;  but  in  that  of 
the  Church,  the  major  part  even  of  thofe  perfons 
would  have  been  willing  to  have  fatisfied  the  King ; 
the  rather,  becaufe  they  had  no  reafon  to  think  the 
two  Houfes,  or  indeed  either  of  them,  could  have 
been  induced  to  have  purfued  the  contrary.  And  fo 
the  continued  and  renewed  violence  in  the  profecu- 
tion  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford  made  the  King  well 
contented  (as  the  other  reafons  prevailed  with  the 

other 
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other  perfons)  that  the  putting  of  thofe  promotions  in 
practice  ihould  be  for  a  time  fufpended. 

When  there  was  a  new  occalion^  upon  the  impor-Apropofirw 
tunity  of  the  Scottifh  Commiiiioners,  to  procure  moreboTOwing' 
money;  and  the  leading  men,  who  ufed  to  be  forward S^^'^ 
in  finding  out  expedients  for  fupply,  feemed  to  de- 
fpair  of  being  able  to  borrow  more ;  becaufe  the  city 
was  much  troubled  and  difheartened,  to  fee  the  work 
of  reformation  proceed  fo  flowly,  and  no  delinquents 
yet  brought  to  juftice  ;  and  that,  till  fome  advance 
was  made  towards  thofe  longed-for  ends,  there  muft 
be  no  expedtation  of  borrowing  more  money  from  or 
in  the  city  :  at  that  time,  Mr.  Hyde  faid  in  the 
Houfe,  "  That  he  did  not  believe  the  thing  to  be  fo 
^^  diiEcult  as  was  pretended  $  that  no  man  lent  his 
^^  money,  who  did  not  gain  by  it ;  and  that  it  was 
*^  evident  enough,  that  there  was  plenty  of  money ; 
^^  and  therefore  he  was  confident,  if  a  fmall  commit- 
*^  tee  of  the  Houfe  were  nominated,  who,  upon  con- 
*^  fultation  between  themfelves,  might  ufe  the  name 
*^  of  the  Houfe  to  fuch  men  as  were  reputed  to  have 
*^  money,  they  might  prevail  with  them  to  lend  as 
*^  much  as  might  ferve  for  the  prefent  exigence." 
Whereupon  the  Houfe  willingly  approved  the  mo- 
tion ;  and  named  him,  Mr.  Capel,  Sir  John  Strange- 
ways,  and  five  or  fix  more,  whom  they  defired  might 
be  joined  with  them ;  who,  the  fame  or  the  next  day, 
repaired  into  the  city  ;  refolving  to  apply  themfelves 
to  no  men  but  fuch  who  were  of  clear  reputation  in 
point  of  wifdom,  and  fobriety  of  underftanding,  as 
well  as  of  wealth  and  ability  to  lend.  And  after  they 
had  fpoken  together  with  four  or  five  eminent  men, 
they  agreed  to  divide  themfelves,  and  to  confer  fe- 
verally  with  their  particular  acquaintances^  upon  the 

fame 
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feme  fubjeft:  many  men  chooling  rather  to  lend 
their  money,  than  to  be.  known  to  have  it;  and 
being  very  wary  in  their  expreilions,  except  in  pri- 
vate. 

When  they  had  again  communicated  together,  they 
found  that  the  borrowing  the  money  would  be  very 
cafy ;  every  man  with  whom  they  had  conferred  be- 
ing ready  and  forward  to  lend  the  money,  or  to  find  a 
friend  who  ihordd,  upon  their  fecurity  who  propofed 
it.  Moil  of  them  in  their  private  difcourfe  faid, 
*^  that  there  was  money  enough  to  be  lent,  if  men  faw 
'^  there  would  be  like  to  be  an  end  of  borrowing ; 
^^  but  tKkt  it  was  an  univerfal  difcomfort  and  dif- 
^  couragement,  to  ^U  ^^^  o(  eftates  and  difcretion, 
^'  to  fee  two  great  armies  ftill  kept  on  foot  in  the 
^^  kingdom,  at  fo  vaft  a  charge,  when  ther^  remained 
"  no  fear  of  war  ;  and  that  if  a  time  were  once  ap- 
*^  pointed  for  the  difeanding  them,  there  Ihould  not 
"  want  money  for  the  doing  all  that  Ihould  be  necef- 
*^  fary  in  order,  to  it."  This  anfwer  fatisfied  them  in 
all  refpefls  :  and  the  next  day  Mr.  Hyde  reported 
th6  fuccefs  of  their  employment ;  *^  that  they  had 
'^  conferred  with  rpoft  of  the  fubftantial  and  beft  re- 
"  puted  men  of  the  city  ;  who,  by  themfelves  and 
^^  their  friends,  had  promifed  to  fupply  the  money 
^'  which  was  defired."  And  then  he  enlarged  upon 
"  the  temper  they  underftood  the  city  to  be  in,  by  the 
"  reports  of  thofe  who  might  be  reafonably  fuppofed 
"  to  know  it  beft  ;  that  it  was  indeed  very  much 
^'  troubled  and  difheartened,  to  fee  two  armies  kept 
"  on  foot  at  fo  vaft  a  charge  within  the  bowels  of 
*^  the  kingdom,  when,  God  be  thanked,  all  the  dan- 
^  ger  of  a  war  was  removed ;  and  that  they  who 
^*  were  very  able  to  make  ^ood  wh^t  they  promifed, 

^<had 
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*^  had  frankly  undertaken,  that  if  a  peremptory  day 
^^  was  appointed  for  being  rid  of  thofe  armies, 
*^  there  ihould  not  be  want  of  money  to  difcharge 
^^  them." 

The  report  was  received  with  great  applaufe  by 
the  major  part  of  the  Houfe,  as  was  reafonably  col- 
lei5ted  by  their  countenance :  but  it  was  as  apparent, 
that  the  governing  party  was  exceedingly  perplexed 
with  it,  and  knew  not  on  a  fudden  what  to  fay  to  it : 
if  they  embraced  the  opportunity,  to  procure  a  fupply 
of  money  which  was  really  wanted,  it  would  be  too 
great  a  countenance  to  the  perfons  who  had  procured 
it  5  whofe  reputation  they  were  willing  to  deprefs : 
belides,  it  would  imply  their  approbation  of  what 
had  been  faid  of  the  difbanding :  at  leaft,  would  be  a 
ground  of  often  mentioning  and  preffing  it;  and 
which,  how  grateful  foever  to  moft  other  men,  was 
the  thing  they  moft  abhorred.  Aifter  a  long  filence, 
Mr.  Hambden  faid,  *^  that  the  worthy  Gentlemen 
*^  were  to  be  much  conmiended  for  the  pains  they 
^^  had  taken  ;  of  which,  he  doubted  not,  good  ufe 
*^  would  be  made  :'*  and  fo  propofed,  *^  That  it  might 
^'  be  well  thought  of,  and  the  debate  refumed  the 
"  next  day  ;"  which  could  not  he  denied.  The  next  but  difcoa- 
day,  Alderman  Pennington  (a  man  in  higheft  con-^St*dby 
jfidence  with  the  party;  and  one,  who  infinuated***®^*'^' 
all  things  to  the  Common-Council  which  he  was  di- 
redled  fliould  be  ftarted  there)  begun  the  difcourfe ; 
and  faid,  "that  the  Gentlemen,  who  had  been  laft 
"  in  the  city  to  borrow  money,  had  made  a  fair  re- 
**  port ;  but  that  in  the  end  of  it  there  was  CoUoquintida\ 
**  that  he  could  not  find  with  what  perfons  they  had 
^'  goqferred  about  the  temper  of  the  city ;  nor  that 
♦'  any  confidcrable  people  troubled  themfelves  with 

**defigning 
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*^  defigning  or  wifliing  what  the  Parliament  Ihould 
"  do,  which  they  knew  to  be  wife  enough,  to  know 
**  what  and  when  they  were  to  do  that  which  was  beft 
^*  for  the  kingdom:  and  they  acquiefced  in  their  grave 
'*  judgment :"  and  concluded,  '*  that  the  money  that 
*^  the  Houfe  flood  in  need  of,  or  a  greater  fum,  was 
**  ready  to  be  paid  to  whomfoever  they  ihould  appoint 
^*  to  receive  it."    The  Houfe  made  itfelf  very  merry 
with  the  Alderman's  Colloquintida^  and  called  upon 
him  "  to  explain  it ;"  and  fo  the  debate  ended : .  all 
fober  men  being  well  pleafed  to  fee  the  diforder  they 
were  in,  and  the  pains  they  had  taken  to  free  them* 
felves  from  it;  which  every  day  was  renewed  upon 
them,  as  the  fubjeA  matter  afforded  occafion ;    and 
they  vilibly  loft  much  of  the  reverence,  which  had 
been  formerly  paid  them. 
>  com.         About  the  beginning  of  March,  they  begun  to  make 
Ireland,  in  preparations  for  the  trial  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford  ;  who 
profecutionhad  then  been  about  three  months  in  prifon,  under 
ofSun^rd.^^^  accufatiou  of  high  treafon  :  and  by  this  time,  for 
the  better  fupply  in  this  work,  a  committee  was  come 
from  the  Parliament  in  Ireland,  to  folicit  matters  con- 
cerning that  kingdom.  This  committee  (moft  of  them 
being  papifts,  and  the  principal  aAors  lince  in  the 
rebellion)  was  received  with  great  kindnefs,  and,  upon 
the  matter,  added  to  the  committee  for  the  profecu- 
tion  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford,     So  that  now,  Ireland 
feemed  no  lefs  intent  upon  the  ruin  of  that  unfortu- 
nate Lord,  than  England  and  Scotland ;  there  being 
fuch  a  correfpondence  fettled  between  Wefhninfter 
and  Dublin,  that  whatfoever  was  pradtifed  in   the 
Houfe  of  Commons  here  was  foon  after  done  likewife 
there  :  and  as  Sir  Greorge  RatclifF  was  accufed  here  of 
liigh  treafon,  upon  pretence  of  being  a  confederate 

with. 
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with  the  Earl  in  his  treafons ;  but  in  truth  that  he 
might  not  be  capable  of  giving  any  evidence  on  the 
behalf  of  him,  and  thereupon  fent  for  into  this  king- 
dom :  fo  all,  or  moft  of  the  other  perfons,  who  were 
in  any  truft  with  the  Earl,  and  fo  privy  to  the  grounds 
and  reafons  of  the  counfels  there,  and  only  able  to 
make  thofe  apparent,  were  accufed  by  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  in  that  kingdom  of  high  treafon ;  under 
the  general  impeachment,  of  "  endeavouring  to  fub- 
*'  vert  the  fundamental  laws  of  that  kingdom,  and  to 
*^  introduce  an  arbitrary  power :"  which  ferved  the 
turn  there,  to  fecure  their  perfons,  and  to  remove  them 
from  councils,  as  it  had  idone  here. 

What  feeds  were  then  fown  for.  the  rebellion^ 
which  within  a  year  after  broke  out  in  Ireland,  by 
the  great  liberty  and  favour  that  committee  found; 
who,,  for  the  good  fervice  againft  that  Lord,  were 
hearkened  to  in  all  things  that  concerned  that  king-* 
dom,  ihall  be  obferved,  and  fpoken  of  at  large,  here* 
after. 

Much  time  was  fpent  in  confideration  of  the  man^Cotifidem- 
ner  of  the  trial;   for  they  could  find  no  precedent ing thc"*^ ' 
would  fit  their  cafe  :  «  Whether  it  fliould  be  in  theSJ^tSL',"^ 
*^  Houfe  of  Peers  ?  which  room  was  thought  too  little, 
"  for  the  accufers,  witneffes,  judges,  and  fpe<5lators  : 
"  Who  fliould  profecute  ?  Whether  members  chofen 
^^  of  the  Commons,  or  the  King's  Council  ?  Whether 
'^  the  Bifliops"  (which  were  twenty-four  in  number^ 
and  like  to  be  too  tender-heartc^d  in  matter  of  blood, 
and  fo  either  to  coiy«rert  many,  or  increafe  a  diflenting 
party  too  much)  ^^  fhould  hare  voices  in  the  trial  ? 
"  Whether  thofe  who  had  been  created  Peers  fince 
*'  the  accufation  was  carried  up,  fliould  be  admitted 
"  to  be  Judges  ?"  And  laftly,  "  Whether  the  Com- 

«^  moners. 
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"  moners,  who  were  to  be  prefent  at  the  trial,  fhould 
^'  fit  uncovered  ?  and.  Whether  any  members  of  the 
*'  Houfe  of  Commons  fliould  be  examined  at  the  trial 
*'  on  the  behalf  of  the  Earl  ?"  who  had  fent?a  lift  of 
names,  and  defired  an  order  to  that  purpofe. 

After  much  debate  it  was  agreed,  "  that  the  trial 
*^  fhould  be  in  Weftminfter-Hall,  where  feats  fhould 
'^  be  built  for  the  reception  of  the  whole  Houfe  of 
*^  Commons,  which  together  with  the  Speaker  fhould 
i  "  be  prefent :"  for  they  then  forefaw,  that  they  might 

be  put  to  another  kind  of  proceeding  than  that  they 
pretended ;  and  (though  with  much  ado)  they  con- 
fentcd  to  fit  uncovered,  left  fuch  a  little  circumftance 
might  difixirb  the  whole  defign. 

For  the  profeCution,  they  had  no  mind  to  truft  the 
King's  Council;  who  neither  knew. their  fecret  evi- 
dence, nor,  being  informed,  were  like  to  apply  and 
prefs  it  fo  vigoroufly  as  the  bufinefs  would  require  : 
and  therefore  they  appointed  "  that  conunittee  which 
'^  had  prepared  the  charge,  to  give  in  the  evidence, 
**  and  in  the  name  of  all  the  Commons  of  England  to 
"  profecute  the  impeachment." 

For  the  Bifhops  :  after  many  bitter  inveftives,  and 
remembering  the  faults  of  particular  pcrfons,  and  the 
canons  which  feemed  to  involve  the  whole  body, 
with  fharpnefs  and  threats ;  they  took  the  cafe  to  be 
fo  clear  upon  an  old  canon,  (the  only  one  they  ac- 
knowledged for  orthodox),  that  Chricus  non  debet  inters 
ejfe  fanguini^  that  they  were  content  "  to  refer  that  to 
"  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  sis  proper  only  for  their  deter- 
**  mination."  And  thie'>  they  did,  not  upon  any  con- 
fidence they  had  in  the  \  matter  itfelf,  whatever  law,  or 
reafon,  or  canon  they  pretended ;  or  in  the  Lords, 
the  major  part  of  whom,- when  any  difference  of  opi- 
nion 
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nion  was,  always  diifented  from  their  deiigns :  but 
that  they  had  a  trick  of  doing  their  bufinefs  by  inti* 
mation  ;  and  had  a  fure  friend  amongft  the  Bifliops, 
who  had  promifed  them  feafonably  to  free  them  of 
that  trouble. 

They  would  not  truft  their  Lordfhips*  own  inclina- 
tions with  the  other  point,  of  the  new  Barons,  which 
they  knew  would  be  controverted  ;  but  in  plain  terms 
demanded,  **  that  no  Peers,  created  lince  the  day  upon 
**  which  the  Earl  of  Strafford  was  impeached  of  high 
**  treafon,  becaufe  they  were  involved  as  Commoners 
^*  in  the  making  that  accufation,  ihould  fit  as  Judges 
'^  at  his  trial." 

For  the  Earl's  demand,  *^  of  an  order  to  examine 
*^  fome  members  on  his  behalf,  upon  matters  of  h&^ 
^^  at  his  trial ;"  after  a  long  debate,  they  left  it  only 
in  the  power  of  the  perfons  themfelves  who  were  no- 
minated, "  to  be  examined  if  they  would'*  (not  with- 
out fome  finart  animadverfions,  "  that  they  Ihould 
"  take  heed  what  they  did"),  and  refufed  to  enjoin 
them ;  though  the  fame  had  been  done  at  their  defire, 
for  the  Lords  of  the  Council ;  but  that  was  againft 
the  Earl,  and  fo  the  lefs  to  be  confidered. 

The  Lords,  in  the  abfence  of  the  Lord  Keeper,  who 
was  very  fick,  made  choice  of  the  Earl  of  Arundel  to 
prefide  and  govern  the  Court ;  being  a  perfon  notori- 
oufly  difafFedled  to  the  Earl  of  Strafford. 

And  for  the  great  bufinefs  of  the  Bifhops,  they  were 
laved  the  labour  of  givijig  any  rule  (which,  it  may  be, 
would  have  troubled  them)  by  the  Bifhop  of  Lincoln's 
ftanding  up,  and  moving,  on  the  belialf  of  himfelf 
and  his  brethren,  **  that  they  might  be  excufed  from 
<^^  being  prefent  at  the  trial,  being  ecclefiaflical  perfons, 
<^  and  fo  not  to  have  their  hands  in  blood ;"  and  fuch 
^  other 
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other  reafons^  3S,  when  they  are  examined^  will  not  be 
found  of  very  great  weight. 

This  Bifhop  had  been,  by  fcveral  cenfures  in  the 
Star-Chamber,  imprifoned  in  the  Tower,  where  he  rc- 
tnained  till  after  the  beginning  of  this  Parliament,  and 
was  then  fet  at  liberty  upon  the  defire  of  the  Lords ; 
who  knew  him  to  be  a  mortal  and  irreconcileable 
enemy  to  the  Archbilhop  of  Canterbury:  and  indeed 
lie  had  always  been  a  Puritan  fo  far,  as  to  love  none 
of  the  Bifhops,  and  to  have  ufed  many  learned  Church^ 
men  with  great  contempt  and  infolence  ;  and  yet  he 
left  no  way  unpraAifed  to  afilire  the  King,  *^  that  he 
"  would  do  great  matters  in  Parliament  for  his  fervice,  if 
*^  he  might  be  at  liberty/'  The  next  day  after  he  came 
to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  the  Lord  Say  made  that  fpeecb, 
which  he  fince  printed  ;  taking  notice  **  of  fome  im- 
•*  putations  laid  on  him  by  the  Archbifhop  of  Canter- 
^*  bury,  that  he  fhould  be  a  feAary ;"  which  nobody 
can  doubt,  that  reads  that  fpeech :  yet  he  had  no 
fooner  done,  than  that  Bifhop  rofe,  and  made  a  large 
panegyric  in  his  praife,  and  profefled,  ^^  that  he  al- 
**  ways  believed  his  Lordfhip  to  be  as  far  from  a  fec- 
*^  tary,  as  himfelf."  And  when  he  found  the  great  de- 
fire  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  be  freed  from  the 
Bifhops*  votes  in  that  trial,  he  never  left  terrifying 
them  with  the  cenfure  that  hung  over  their  heads  for 
making  the  canons,  till  he  perfuaded  them  to  ingra- 
tiate themfelves,  by  defiring  to  be  excufed  in  that 
matter,  before  an  order  fhould  be  made  for  their 
abfence. 

This  example  of  the  Bifhops  prev^led  with  fome 
Lords,  who  had  been  created  lince  the  accufation,  to 
quit  their  right  of  judging ;  and  amongft  them,  the 
Lord  Littleton  (who  had  been  made  a  Baron  upon 

the 
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the  dcfire  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  for  that  only  rea- 
fon,  that  he  profefled,  "  If  he  were  a  Peer,  he  would 
'^  (and  indeed  he  could)  do  him  notable  fervice'*) 
was  the  firft  who  quitted  his  right  to  judge,  becaufe 
he  had  been  a  Commoner  when  the  accufation  was 
firft  brought  up:  but  they  who  infifted  upon  their 
tight  (as  the  Lord  Seymour,  and  others)  and  demanded 
the.  judgment  of  the  Houfe,  were  no  more  difturbed, 
but  exercifed  the  fame  power  to  the  end,  as  any  of 
the  other  Lords  did  ;  and  fo,  no  doubt,  might  the' 
Bifhops  too,  if  they  would :  for,  though  there  might 
be  fome  reafon  for  their  abfence,  when  the  trial  was 
according  to  law,  before  and  by  his  Peers  only  ;  yet, 
when  that  judgment  was  waved,  and  a  bill  of  attainder 
brought  up  againft  him,  their  votes  in  that  bill  were  as 
xieceifary  and  elfential,  as  of  any  other  of  the  Lords. 
And  it  may  be,  their  unfeafonable,  voluntary,  unjuft 
quitting  it  then,  made  many  men  lefs  felicitous  for 
the  defence  of  their  right  afterwards.  But  of  that  in 
its  place. 

All  things  being  thus  prepared,  and  fettled;   on  The  trial 
Monday,  the  twenty-fecond  of  March,  the  Earl  of  nSrch  th« 
Strafford  was  brought  to  the   bar  in  Weftminfter- ""*' "^*'' 
Hall ;  the  Lords  fitting  in  the  middle  of  the  Hall  in 
their  robes ;  and  the  Commoners,  and  fome  ftrangers 
of  quality,  with  the  Scottifh  Commiffioners,  and  the 
Committee  of  Ireland,  on  either  fide ;  there  being  a 
clofe   box  made  at  one  end,  at  a  very  convenient 
diftance  for  hearing,  in  which  the  King  and  Queen 
fate  untaken  notice  of :  his  Majefty,  out  of  kindnefs 
and  curiofity,  defiring  to  hear  all  that  could  be  al^ 
leged:    of  which,  I  believe,  he  afterwards  repented 
himfelf ;  when  "  his  having  been  prefent  at  the  trial" 

yoL.  I.  z  was 


33^  THE  HISTORY  Book  III. 

was  alleged  and  ufged  to  him,  as  an  argument  for  the 
paffing  the  bill  of  attainder. 
The  charge  After  the  Earl's  charge  was  read,  and  an  introduc- 
kirn.  tion  made  by  Mr.  Pym^  in  which  he  called  him  the 
'wicked  Earl ;  fomc  member  of  the  Hoiife  of  Com- 
mons, according  to  their  parts  affigned,  being  a 
lawyer,  applied  and  prefled  the  evidence*  with  great 
licence  and  fharpnefs  of  language;  and,  when  the  Earl 
had  made  his  defence, replied  withthefame  liberty  upon 
whatfoever  he  faid;  taking  all  occafions  of  bitterly  in- 
veighing againft  his  perfon :  which  reproachful  way 
of  carriage  was  looked  upon  with  fo  much  approba- 
tion, that  one  of  the  'managers  (Mr.  Palmer)  loft  all 
his  credit  and  intereft  with  them,  and  never  recovered 
it,  for  ufing  a  decency  and  modefty  in  his  carriage 
and  language  towards  him  ;  though  the  weight  of  his 
arguments  prefled  more  upon  the  Earl,  than  all  the 
noife  of  the  reft. 

The  trial  lafted  eighteen  days ;  in  which,  "  all  the 
"  hafty  or  proud  expreflions,x)r  words,  he  had  uttered 
*'  at  any  time  fince  he  was  firft  niade  a  Privy  CounfeK 
"  lor;  all  the  a<9:s  of  paflion  or  power  that  he  had  ex-i 
**  ercifed  in  Yorkfhire,  from  the  time  that  he  was  firft 
•^  Prefident  there ;  his  engaging  himfelf  in  projedls 
'*  in  Ireland,  as  the  fole  making  of  flax^  and  felling 
*^  tobacco  in  that  kingdom ;  his  billetting  of  foldiers, 
**  and  exercifing  of  martial  law  there  ;  his  extraordi- 
*^  nary  way  of  proceeding  againft  the  Lord  Mount- 
**  norris,  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  Loftus ;  his  aflum- 
"  ing  a  power  of  judicature  at  the  Council -Table,  to 
**  determine  private  interefts,  and  matter  of  inheri- 
*'  tance  ;  fome  rigorous  and  extrajudicial  determina- 
*^  tions  in  cafes  of  plantations ;  fome  high  difcourfes 
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*^  at  the  Council-Table  in. Ireland;  fome  cafiial  arid 
*Might  difcourfes  at  his  own  table,  and  at  public 
^^  meetings  ;  and  laftly^  fotne  words  Ipoken  in  fecret 
**  council  in  this  kingdom^  after*  the  diffolution  of  the 
*^  laft  Parliament/'  were  ui'ged  and  preffed  agaihft  him, 
to  make  good  the  general  charge,  of  "  an  endeavour 
*'  to  overthrow  the  fundamental  government  of  th6 
"  kingdom,  and  to  introduce  an  arbitrary  power/ ■ 

The  Earl  behaved  himfelf  with  great  fhew  of  hu-  Hisdefenct, 
mility  and  fubmiflion ;  but  yet,  with  fuch  a  kind  of 
courage,  as  would  lofe  no  advantage ;  and,  in  truth, 
made  his  defence  with  all  imaginable  dexterity ;  an- 
fwering  this  charge,  arid  evading  that,  with  all  poffi* 
ble  Ikill  and  eloqueftce  ;  and  though  he  knew  not, 
till  he  came  to  the  bar,  upon  what  parts  of  his  charge 
they  would  proceed  againft  him,  or  what  evidence 
they  would  produce,  he  took  very  little  time  to  recol- 
le6l  himfelf,  and  left  nothing  unfaid  that  might  make 
for  his  own  juftification. 

For  the  bufinefs  of  Ireland  ;  he  complained  much, 
*^  that,  by  an  order  from  the  committee  which  pre- 
^'  pared  his  charge  againft  him,  all  his  papers  in  that 
'^  kingdom,  by  which  he  Ihould  make  his  defence, 
*^  were  feized  and  taken  from  him ;  and,  by  virtue  of 
*^  the  fame  order,  all  his  goods,  houfehold-ftufF,  plate, 
**  and  tobacco  (amounting,  as  he  faid,  to  eighty  thou- 
"  fand  pounds)  were  likewife  feized  ;  fo  that  he  had 
"  not  money  to  fubfift  in  prifon  :  that  all  thofe  Mi- 
'*  nifters  of  State  in  Ireland,  who  were  moft  privy  to 
*^  the  a6ls  for  which  he  was  queftioned,  and  fo  could 
'^  give  the  beft  evidence  and  teftimony  on  his  behalf, 
"  were  knprifoned  under  the  charge  of  treafon.  Yet 
"  he  averred,  that  he  had  behaved  himfelf  in  that 
*^  kingdom,  according  to  the  power  and  authority 
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^  granted  by  his  commiffion  and  inftruftions,  and 
^^  according  to  the  rules  and  cuftoms  obfenred  by 
*^  former  deputies  and  lieutenants.  That  the  mono^ 
^  polies  of  fiax  and  tobacco  had  been  undertaken  by 
**  him  for  the  good  of  that  kingdom,  and  benefit  of 
"  his  Majefty :  the  former  eftablilhing  a  moft  bene- 
"  ficial  trade  and  good  hulbandry,  ndt  before  prac- 
"  tifed  there  ;  and  the  latter  bringing  a  revenue  of 
*'  above  forty  thoufand  pounds  to  the  Crown,  and  ad- 
'*  vancing  trade,  and  bringing  no  damage  to  the  fub- 
**  je6t.  That  billetting  of  foldiers*'  (which  was  al- 
leged to  be  treafon,  by  a  ftatute  made  in  Ireland  in  the 
time  of  King  Henry  the  Sixth)  "  and  the  exercifing  of 
^*  martial  law,  had  been  always  praftifed  by  the  lieu- 
'  '*  tenants  and  deputies  of  that  kingdom  ;'*  which  he 
proved  by  the  teftimony  and  confellion  of  the  Earl  of 
Cork,  and  the  Lord  Wilmot ;  neither  of  which  dc- 
lired  to  fay  more  for  his  behoof,  than  inevitably  they 
muft.  He  faid,  **  the  aA  of  Parliament  mentioned^ 
**  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  concerned  not  him  ;  it  com- 
"prehending  only  the  inferior  fubjedts,  and  making 
*'  it  penal  to  them  to  billet  foldiers,  not  the  deputy^ 
**  or  fupreme  commander ;  if  it  did,  that  it  was  re- 
*•  pealed  by  Poyning's  aft,  in  the  eleventh  year  of 
"  Henry  the  Seventh  :  however,  if  it  were  not,  and 
"  that  it  were  treafon  ftill,  it  was  treafon  only  in 
*.^  Ireland,  and  not  in  England ;  and  therefore,  that 
"  he  could  not  be  tried  here  for  it,  but  muft  be  tranf- 
"  mitted  thither/'  He  faid,  **  the  Council-Table  in 
'^  Ireland  had  a  large  legal  jurifdiAion,  by  the  infti- 
'*  tution  and  fundamental  cuftoms  of  that  kingdom  ; 
•'  and  had,  in  all  times,  determined  matters  of  the 
"  fame  nature,  which  it  had  done  in  his  time :  and 
*^  tliat   the  proceedings  there  upon  plantations  had 
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^*  been  with  the  advice  of  the  Judges,  upon  a  clear 
'*  title  of  the  Crown,  and  upon  great  reafon  of  State  : 
^^  and  that  the  nature  and  difpofition  of  that  people 
*'  required  a  fevere  hand  and  ftridt  reins  to  be  held 
*'  upon  them,  which  being  loofed,  the  Crown  would 
**  quickly  feel  the  mifchief." 

For  the  feveral  difcourfes,  and  words,  wherewith 
he  was  charged  ;  he  denied  many,  and  explained  and 
put  a  glofs  upon  others,  by  the  reafons  and  circum- 
ilances  of  the  debate.  One  particular,  on  which 
they  much  infifted,  though  it  was  fpoken  twelve  yean 
before,  ^*  that  he  ihould  fay  in  the  public  Hall  in 
•*  York,  that  the  little  finger  of  the  prerogative  (hould 
*^  lie  heavier  upon  them  than  the  loins  of  the  law," 
he  diredHy  inverted  ;  and  proved,  by  two  or  three 
perfons  of  credit,  "  that  he  faid"  (and  the  occafion 
made  it  probable,  being  upon  the  bufinefs  of  knight- 
hood, which  was  underftood  to  be  a  legal  tax)  "  the 
•^  little  finger  of  the  law  was  heavier  than  the  loins 
*^  of  the  prerogative  ;"  that  impofition  for  knight- 
hood amounting  to  a  much  higher  rate,  than  any 
aft  of  the  prerogative  which  had  been  exercifed, 
*'  However,"  he  faid,  "  he  hoped  no  indifcretion,  or 
*^  unfkilfulnefs,  or  paffion,  or  pride  of  words,  would 
'^  amount  to  treafon ;  and  for  mifdemeanours,  he 
*^  was  ready  to  fubmit  to  their  juflice." 

He  made  the  leaft,  that  is,  the  worft  excufe,  for 
thofe  two  afts  againft  the  Lord  Mountnorris,  and 
the  Lord  Chancellor ;  which  indeed  were  powerful 
adts,  and  manifefled  a  nature  exceifively  imperious ; 
and,  na  doubt,  caufed  a  greater  diflike  and  terror,  in 
fober  and  difpaffionate  perfons;  than  all  that  was  al- 
leged againft  him.  A  fervant  of  the  Earrs,  one 
Annefley,  (kinfman  to  Mountnorris),  attending  on  his 
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Lord  daring  fome  fit  of  the  gout,  (of  which  he  often 
laboured),  had  by  accident,  or  negligence,  fufiered 
a  &ool  to  fall  upon  the  EarFs  foot;  enraged  with 
the  pain  whereof^  his  Lordihip  with  a  fmall  cane 
itnick  Annefley :  this  being  merrily  fpoken  of  at 
dinner,  at  a  table  where  the  Lord  Mountnorris  was^ 
(I  think,  the  Lord  Chancellor's),  he  iaid,  '*  the  gen- 
<<  tleman  had  a  brother  that  would  not  have  taken 
''  fuch  a  blow/*  This  coming  fome  months  after 
to  the  Deputy's  hearing,  he  caufed  a  council  of  war 
to  be  called ;  the  Lord  Mountnorris  being  an  officer 
of  the  army ;  where,  upon  an  article  *^  of  moving 
"  fedition,  and  ftirring  up  the  foldiers  againft  the 
*^  General,"  he  was  charged  with  thofe  words  former- 
ly fpoken  at  the  Lord  Chancellor's  table.  What 
defence  he  made,  I  know  not ;  for  he  was  fo  fur^ 
prifed,  that  he  knew  not  what  the  matter  was,  when 
he  was  fummoned  to  that  council :  but  the  words 
being  proved,  he  was  deprived  of  his  office  (being;* 
then  Vice-Treafurer)  and  his  foot-company ;  com- 
mitted to  prifon ;  fentenced  ^*  to  lofe  his  head." 
The  office  and  company  were  imngiediately  difpofed 
of,  and  he  imprifoned,  till  the  King  fent  him  over  a 

.  pardon,  by  which  he  was  difcharged  with  his  life ; 
all  the  other  parts  of  the  fentence  being  fully  exe- 
cuted. 

This  feemcd  to  all  men  a  moft  prodigious  courfe  of 
proceeding;  that,  in  a  time  of  full  peace,  a  Peer  of  the 

.  kingdom  and  a  Privy-Counfellor,  for  an  unadvifed, 
pailionate,  myfterious  word,  (for  the  expreilion  was 
capable  of  many  interpretations),  ihould  be  called  be- 
fore a  council  of  war,  which  could  not  reafonably 
be  underftood  to  have  then  a  jurifdiAion  over  fuch 
perfon3,  and  in  fuch  cafes ;  and^  without  ^ny  procefs,  or 

formality 
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formality  of  defence,  in  two  hours  fliould  be  deprived 
of  his  life  and  fortune  :  the  injufkice  whereof  feemed 
the  more  formidable,  for  that  the  Lord  Mountnorris 
was  known,  for  fome  time  before,  to  ftand  in  great 
jealoufy  and  disfavour  with  the  Earl :  which  made  it 
looked  on  as  a  pure  aft  of  revenge ;  and  gave  all  men 
warning,  how  they  trufted  themfelves  in  the  territories 
where  he  commanded. 

The  Earl  difcharged  himfelf  of  the  rigour  and  fe- 
verity  of  the  fentence,  and  laid  it  upon  **  the  council 
•^  of  war ;  where  he  himfelf  not  only  forbore  to  be 
*^  prefent,  but  would  not  fufFer  his  brother,  who  was 
*^  an  officer  of  the  army,  to  ftay  there  :'*  he  faid,  *^  he 
"  had  conjured  the  court  to  proceed  without  any  re- 
•^  fpedl  of  favour  or  kindnefs  to  himfelf ;  and  that,  as 
"  foon  as  he  underftood  the  judgment  of  the  council, 
*^  which  was  unanimous,  he  declared  publicly,  (as  he 
'*  had  likewife  done  before),  that  a  hair  of  his  head 
*^  fliould  not  perifli ;  and  immediately  wrote  an  ear- 
»"  neft  letter  to  his  Majefty,  for  the  procuring  his  par- 
"  don ;  which  was  by  his  Majefty,  upon  his  Lord- 
•^  fliip*s  recommendation  and  mediation,  granted  ac- 
"  cordingly ;  and  thereupon  the  Lord  Mountnorris 
*^  was  fet  at  liberty  :  though,  it  is  true,  he  was,  after 
*^  his  enlargement,  not  fufFered  to  come  to  England.** 
He  concluded,  "  that  the  Lord  Mountnorris  was  an 
"  infolent  perfon  ;  and  that  he  took  this  courfe  to 
"  humble  him ;  and  that  he  would  be  very  well  con- 
^  tent,  that  the  fame  courfe  might  be  taken  to  reform 
^^  him ;  if  the  fame  care  might  likewife  be,  that  it 
^  might  prove  no  more  to  his  prejudice,  than  the 
"  other  had  been  to  that  Lord." 

But  the  ftanders  by  made  another  excufe  for  him  : 
•*  The  Lord  Mountnorris  was  a  man  of  great  induftry, 

*  4  "  aiftivity^ 
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^^  aftivky,  and  experience  in  the  affairs  of  Ireland  ; 
**  having  raifed  himfelf  from  a  very  private,  mean 
*'  condition'*  (having  been  an  inferior  fervant  to  the 
Lord  Chichefter)  '^  to  the  degree  of  a  Vifcount,  and  t 
**  Privy-Counfellor,  and  to  a  very  ample  revenue  in 
^^  lands  and  offices ;  and  had  always,  by  fervile  flat- 
**  tcry  and  fordid  application,  wrought  himfelf  into 
*^  truft  and  nearnefs  with  all  deputies,  at  their  firft  en- 
^  trance  upon  their  charge,  informing  them  of  the 
^'  defefts  and  overlights  of  their  predeceflbrs ;  and, 
**  after  the  determination  of  their  commands,  and  re* 
**  turn  into  England,  informing  the  State  here,  and 
*'  thofe  enemies  they  ufually  contracted  in  that  time, 
"  of  whatfoever  they  had  done,  or  fuffered  to  be  done, 
^*amifs;  whereby  they  either  fuffered  difgrace,  or- 
"  damage,  as  foon  as  they  were  recalled  from  thofe 
f^  honours.  In  this  manner  he  begun  with  his  own 
^'  mailer,  the  Lord  Chichefler  ;  and  continued'  the 
^^  fame  arts  upon  the  Lord  Grandifori,  and  the  Lord 
*^  Falkland,  who  fucceedcd ;  and,  upon  that  fcore, 
"procured  admiflion  and  trufl  with  the  Earl  of 
"  Strafford,  upon  his  firft  admiflion  to  that  govern- 
^^  ment :  fo  that  thit  dilemma  feemed  unqueftionable, 
"  that  either  the  Deputy  of  Ireland  muft  deftroy  my 
**  Lord  Mountnorris,  whilft  he  continued  in  his  of- 
*'  fice,  or  my  Lord  Mountnorris  muft  deftroy  the 
**  Deputy,  as  foon  as  his  commiflion  was  determined/' 
And  upon  this  conlideration,  beiides  that  his  no 
virtue  made  him  unpitied,  many  looked  with  lefs 
concernednefs  upon  that  aft,  than  the  matter  itfelf 
deferved. 

The  cafe  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  feemed,  to  com- 
mon underflanBings,  an  a<5t  of  lefs  violence,  becaufe 
it  concerned  not  life ;  and  had  fome  ihew  of  formal- 
ity 
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ity  at  leaft,  if  not  regularity  in  the  proceeding;  and  that 
which  was  amifs  in  it  took  its  growth  from  a  nobler 
root  than  the  other.  The  endeavour  was,  to  compel 
the  Lord  Chancellor  to  fettle  more  of  his  land,  and 
in  another  manner,  upon  his  eldeft  fon,  than  he  had 
a  mind  to,  and  than  he  could  legally  be  compelled 
to  :  this  the  Earl,  upon  a  paper  petition  preferred  to 
him  by  the  wife  of  that  fon,  (a  lady,  for  whom  the 
Earl  had  fo  great  a  value  and  efteem,  that  it  made 
his  jufticc  the  more  fufpecfted),  preffed,  and  in  the 
end  ordered  him  to  do.  The  Chancellor  refufed; 
was  committed  to  prifon ;  and  Ihortly  after,  the 
Great  Seal  taken  from  him,  which  he  had  kept  with 
great  reputation  of  ability  for  the  fpace  of  above 
twenty  years.  In  the  prefling  this  charge,  many 
things  of  levity,  as  certain  letters  of  great  afFeftion 
and  familiarity  from  the  Earl  to  that  lady,  which 
were  found  in  her  cabinet  after  her  death  ;  others  of 
paiCon,  were  expofed  to  the  public  view;  to  pro- 
cure prejudice  rather  to  his  gravity  and  difcretion, 
t'han  that  they  were  in  any  degree  material  to  the 
buiinefs. 

The  Earl  faid  little  more  to  it,  than  «  that  he 
'^  hoped,  what  paffion  foever,  or  what  injuftice  foever, 
^^  might  be  found  in  that  proceeding,  and  fentence, 
^'  there  would  be  no  treafon  :  and  that,  for  his  part, 
*^  he  had  yet  reafon  to  believe,  what  he  had  done 
f^  was  'very  juft  ;  fince  it  had  been  reviewed  by  his 
"  Majefty,  and  his  Privy-Council  here,  upon  an  ap- 
^^  peal  from  the  Lord  Vifcount  Ely,  (the  degraded 
"  Lord  Chancellor),  and  upon  a  folemn  hearing  there, 
"  which  took  up  many  days,  it  had  received  a  qon- 
<*  firmation." 

But  the  truth  is,  that  rather  accufed  the  Earl  of 

an 
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an  exccfs  of  power,  than  abfolved  him  of  injuftice;  for 
moft  men,  that  weighed  the  whole  matter,  believed 
it  to  be  a  high  aA  of  opprellion,  and  not  to  be  with-' 
out  a  mixture  of  that  policy,  which  was  fpoken  of  be- 
fore in  the  cafe  of  the  Lord  Mounmorris :  for  the 
Chancellor,  being  a  perfon  of  great  experience,  fubtil- 
ty,  and  prudence,  had  been  always  very  fevere  to  de- 
parted deputies  ;  and  not  over  agreeable,  nor  in  any 
degree  fubmifs,  to  their  full  power ;  and  taking  him- 
felf  to  be  the  fecond  perfon  in  the  kingdom,  during 
the  holding  of  his  place,  thought  himfelf  little  lefs 
than  equal  to  tlie  firft,  who  could  naturally  hope  but 
for  a  term  of  years  in  that  fuperiority :  neither  had 
he  ever  before  met  with  the  leafk  check,  that  might 
make  him  fufpedt  a  diminution  of  his  authority,  or 
intereft. 

That  which  was  with  moft  folemnity  and  expe<9:a- 
tion  alleged  againft  the  Earl,  as  the  hinge  upon 
which  the  treafon  was  principally  to  hang,  was  a 
difcourfe  of  the  Earl's  in  the  Committee  of  State 
(which  they  called  the  Cabinet  Council)  upon  the  dif- 
folution  of  the  former  Parliament.  Sir  Harry  Vane, 
the  Secretary  of  State,  gave  in  evidence,  "  That  the 
•^  King  at  that  time  calling  that  Committee  to  him, 
*^  alkcd  them,  fince  he  failed  of  the  afliftance  and 
•*  fupply  expefted  by  fubiidies,  what  courfe  he  fhould 
"  now  take  ?  that  the  Earl  of  Strafford  anfwered, 
•*  Sir,  you  have  now  done  your  duty,  and  your  fub- 
•'  jedls  have  failed  in  theirs ;  and  therefore  you  are 
•*  abfolved  from  the  rules  of  government,  and  may 
**  fupply  yourfelf  by  extraordinary  ways ;  you  muft 
•'  profecute  the  war  vigoroufly  ;  you  have  an  army 
•'  in  Ireland,  with  which  you  may  reduce  this  kingj- 
•*  dom." 

Tha 
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The  Earl  of  Northumberland  being  examined^  for 
the  confirmation  of  this  proof,  remembered  only, 
**  that  the  Earl  had  faid,  You  have  done  your  duty, 
**  and  are  now  abfolved  from  the  rules  of  govern-* 
*'  ment ;"  but  not  a  word  of  the  army  in  Ireland,  or 
reducing  this  kingdom.  The  Lord  Marquis  Hamil- 
ton, the  Lord  Bilhop  of  London,  and  the  Lord  Cot- 
tington,  being  likewife  examined,  anfwered  upon  their 
oaths,  "  that  they  heard  none  of  thofe  words  fpoken 
**  by  the  Earl."  And  thefe  were  the  only  perfons  pre- 
fent  at  that  debate,  fave  only  the  Archbilhop  of  Can- 
terbury, and  Secretary  Windebank,  neither  of  which 
could  be  examined,  or  would  be  believed. 

The  Earl  pofitively  denied  the  words  ;  aVef  ed 
^*  much  animofity  to  be  in  Sir  JHarry  Vane  toward* 
**  him  ;*'  and  obferyed,  *'  that  not  one  of  the  other 
^*  witnefles,  who  were  likewife  prefent,  and  as  like  to 
^*  remember  what  was  fpoken  as  the  Secretary,  heard 
**  one  word  of  the  Irifli  army,  or  reducing  this  king- 
^^  dom :  that,  if  he  had  fpoken  thofe  words,  it  could 
•^  not  be  imderftood  to  be  fpoken  of  England,  but  of 
*'  Scotland,  of  which  the  difcourfe  was,  and  for  which 
"  that  army  was  known  to  be  raifed."  He  concluded, 
*^  that  if  the  words  were  fpoken  by  him,  which  he  ex- 
^*  prefsly  denied,  they  were  not  treafon ;  and  if  they 
**  were  treafon,  that,  by  a  flatute  made  in  Edward  the 
**  Sixth's  time,  one  witnefs  was  not  fufficient  to  prove 
••  it,  and  that  here  was  but  dne.** 

Seventeen  days  being  fpent  in  the  whole  progrefs  The  EtH't 
of  this  trial;  the  Earl  having  defended  himfelf  withofhisde- 
wonderful  dexterity  and  ability,  concluded,  ^*  that  if  ^^^ 
^^  the  whole  charge  (in  which  he  hoped  he  had  given 
^'  their  Lordlhips  fatisfaAion  of  his  loyalty  and  inte- 
^^  grity,  how  great  foevcr  bis  infirmities  were)  wai 

♦^  proved| 
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^  proTcd,  that  the  whole  made  him  not  guilty  of  high 
''  treafon ;    and   to  that  puqx>fe  defired,  that  his 
*^  learned  Council  might  be  heard  ;**  and  moft  pathe-* 
tically  conjured  their  Lordihips^  *'  that,  for  their  own 
•*  fakes,  they  would  not,  out  of  difpleafure  or  disfa-<> 
^'  vour  towards  his  perfon,  create  a  precedent  to  the 
'*  prejudice  of  the  Peerage  of  England,  and  wound 
'^  themfelves  through  his  fides  :**    which  was  good 
counfel ;  and  hath  been  fince  (though  too  late)  ac- 
knowledged to  be  fo. 
His  Coan.      The  ucxt  day,  his  Council  was  heard  in  the  fame 
ju  to  mmt.  place  to  the  matter  of  law.     And  here  I  cannot  pafs 
ten  of  law.  j^^  ^^  inftauce  of  as  great  animofity,  and  indirect  pro- 
fecution,  in  that  circumftance  of  afligning  him  Coun* 
cil,  as  can  be  given.    After  the  Houfe  of  Peers  had 
ailigned  him  fuch  Council  as  he  defired,  to  aflift  him 
in  matter  of  law,  (which  never  was,  or  can  jufUy  be 
denied  to  the  moft  fcandalous  felon,  the  moft  inhuman 
murtherer,  or  the  moft  in£unous  traitor),  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  upon  fome  occalion,  took  notice  of  it  with 
pafHon  and  diflike,  fomewhat  unfkilfully,  ^<  that  fuch 
•^  a  thing  fhould  be  done  without  their  confent  ;*• 
which  was  no  more,  than  that  the  judge  fhould  be  di* 
reeled  by  the  profecutor,  in  what  manner  to  proceed 
and  determine  :  others,  with  much  bitternefs,  inveigh- 
ing againft  "  the  prefumption  of  thofe  lawyers,  that 
**  durft  be  of  counfel  with  a  perfon  accufed  by  them 
'^  of  high  treafon;"  and  moving,  '*  that  they  might  be 
*'  fent  for,  and  proceeded  againft  for  that  contempt  :*• 
whereas,  they  were  not  only  obliged  to  it,  by  the  ho* 
nour  and  duty  of  their  profeffion  ;  but  had  been  pu- 
nifhable  for  refufing  to  fubmit  to  the  Lords'  orders. 
The  matter  was  too  grofs  to  receive  any  public  order, 
.    and  fo  the  debate  ended  ;  but  ferved  (and  no  doubt 

thaft 
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that  was  the  intention)  to  let  thofe  Gentlemen  know^ 
how  warily  they  were  to  demean  themfelves,  left  the 
anger  of  that  terrible  congregation  Ihould  be  kindled 
againft  them. 

But  truly  I  have  not  heard  that  it  made  any  impref-  Mr.  une'^ 
lion  upon  thofe  perfons ;  it  did  ilot,  I  am  fure,  uponlbf  h^?* 
Mr.  Lane,  who  argued  the  matter  of  law  for  the  Earl. 
The  matters  which  were  by  him  principally  infifted 
on,  and  averred  with  fuch  confidepce  as  a  man  ufes 
who  believes  himfelf,  were  thefe  : 

"  I.  That  by  the  wifdom  and  tcndernefs  of  Pirlia-- 
"  ments,  which  knew  that  there  could  not  be  a  great- 
"  er  fnare  for  the  fubjed,  than  to  leave  the  nature  of 
•*  treafon  undefined  and  unlimited,  all  treafons  were 
*^  particularly  mentioned  and  fet  down  in  the  ftatute 
; "  of  the  25  Edw.  IIL  Je  Proditionibus.  That  nothing 
**  is  treafon,  but  what  is  comprehended  within  that 
"  ftatute;  all  treafons  before  that  ftatute,  as  killing  the 
**  King's  uncle,  his  nurfe,  piracy,  and  divers  others,. 
*'  being  reftrained  and  taken  away  by  the  declaration 
*'  of  that  adl.  And  that  no  words  or  anions,  in  any 
•*  of  the  articles  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford's  charge,  did 
"  amount  to  treafon  within  that  ftatute. 

a.  "  That  by  reafon  of  the  claufe  in  that  ftatute,  of 
^'  declaring  treafon  in  Parliament,  divers  aAions  were 
*^  declared  to  be  treafons  in  Parliament,  in  the  time  of 
**  King  Richard  the  Second,  to  the  great  prejudice  of 
"  the  fubjeift :  it  was  therefore  fpecially  provided, 
"  and  enadled,  by  a  ftatute  in  the  firft  year  of  the 
^*  reign  of  King  Henry  the  Fourth,  chapter  the  tenth, 
"  which  is  ftill  in  force,  that  nothing  (hould  be  de- 
**  clared  and  adjudged  treafon,  but  what  was  ordained 
'^  in  that  ftatute  of  the  25  Edw.  III.  by  which  ftatute, 
*^  all  power  of  declaring  new  treafons  in  Parliament 
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"  was  taken  away ;  and^that  no  precedent  of  any  fuch 
"  declaration  in  Parliament  can  be  (hewed  fince  that 
**  time :  all  new  treafons,  made  by  an  aft  of  Parlia- 
"  ment  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  being 
^*  by  the  ftatute  of  the  firft  year  of  Queen  Mary,  chap- 
"  ter  the  firft,  taken  away,  and  reftrained  to  the  25th 
"  Edw.  ni.  and  that  likewife  by  another  ftatute  of 
'*  the  firft  year  of  Queen  Mary,  chapter  the  tenth,  all 
^^  trials  of  treafons  ought  to  be  according  to  the  rules 
'^  of  the  common  law,  and  not  otherwife. 

^*  3.  That  the  foundation,  upon  which  the  impeach- 
'^  ment  was  framed,  was  erroneous ;  for  that  (befide^ 
**  that  it  was  confefled  on  all  hands,  the  laws  of  the 
"  kingdom  were  not  fubverted)  an  endeavour  to  fub- 
*^  vert  the  fundamental  laws  and  ftatutes  of  the  realm, 
**  by  force  attempted,  is  not  treafon,  being  only  made 
"  felony  by  the  ftatute  of  the  firft  year  of  Queen 
"  Mary,  chapter  the  twelfth ;  which  is  likewife  ex- 
<*  pired.  That  Cardinal  Wolfey,  in  the  thirty-third 
**  year  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  was  indifted  only 
*^  of  a  premunire,  for  an  endeavour  to  bring  in  the 
.**  imperial  laws  into  this  kingdom.  And  that  an  en- 
*'  dcavour,  or  intention,  to  levy  war,  was  made  treafon^ 
^'  only  by  a  ftatute  of  the  13th  Elizabeth,  (a  time  very 
*^  inquifitive  for  treafon),  which  expired  with  her  life. 

'*  4.  Laftly,  that  if  any  thing  was  alleged  againft 
*'  the  Earl  which  might  be  penal  to  him,  it  was  not 
**  fufficicntly  and  legally  proved ;  for  that  by  the  fta- 
"  tute  of  the  firft  year  of  King  Edward  the  Sixth, 
"  chapter  the  twelfth,  no  man  ought  to  be  arraigned, 
*^  indidled,  or  condemned,  of  any  treafon,  unlefs  it  be 
*'  upon  the.teftimony  of  twa  lawful  and  fufficient  wit- 
**  nefles,  produced  in  the  prefence  of  the  party  ac- 
"  cufcd ;  unlefs  the  party  confefs  the  fame  :  and  if  it 
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^^  be  for  words,  within  three  months  after  the  famo 
"  fpoken,  if  the  party  be  within  the  kingdom :  where- 
"  as  there  was  in  this  cafe  only  one  witnefs.  Sir  Henry 
*♦  Vane,  and  the  words  fpoken  fix  months  before.'* 

The  cafe  being  thus  ftated  on  the  Earl's  behalf,  the 
judgment  of  the  Lords,  in  whom  the  fole  power  of 
judicature  was  conceived  to  be,  was  by  all  men  ex- 
petfted;  the  Houfe  of  Commons  having  declared, 
"  that  they  intended  not  to  make  any  reply  to  the  ar- 
"  gument  of  law  made  by  Mr.  Lane,  it  being  below 
"  their  dignity  to  contend  with  a  private  lawyer." 
Indeed  they  had  a  more  convincing  way  to  proceed 
by  ;  for  the  next  day  after  that  argument,  Sir  Arthur  a  bm  of 
Haflerig,  (brother-in-law  to  the  Lord  Brook),  an  ab-broughr 
furd,  bold  man,  brought  up  by  Mr.  Pym,  and  fo  em-^JJ^/^*^* 
ployed  by  that  party  to  make  any  attempt,  preferred  ^5»|nft  the 
a  bill  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  *^  for  the  attainder 
*'  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford  of  high  treafon  :"  it  being 
obferved,  that  by  what  the  Earl  had  faid  for  himfelf 
in  the  matter  of  faft  and  in  matter  of  prudence,  of  the 
confequence  of  fuch  an  extraordinary  proceeding? 
and  by  what  had  been  faid  for  him  in  the  point  of 
Jaw ;  moft  fober  men,  who  had  been,  and  ftill  were, 
full  enough  of  diflike  and  paflion  againft  the  Earl, 
were  not  at  all  fatisfied  in  the  juftice  of  the  impeach- 
ment, or  in  the  manner  of  the  profecution ;  and 
therefore,  that  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  which  confifted  of 
near  one  hundred  and  twenty,  befides  the  Bilhops, 
and  of  whom  fourfcore  had  been  conftantly  attending 
the  trial,  were  not  like  to  take  upon  them  the  burthen 
of  fuch  a  judgment  as  was  cxpedled. 

The  bill  was  received  with  wonderfiil  alacrity,  and 
immediately  read  the  firft  and  the  fecond  time,  and  fo 
committed ;  which  was  not  ufual  in  Parliaments,  ex* 

cept 
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ccpt  in  matters  of  great  concernment  and  convenience 
in  the  particular ;  6r  of  little  importance  or  moment 
in  the  general.  Thofe  who  at  firft  confented,  upon 
flight  information,  to  his  impeachment,  upon  no  other 
reafon,  but  (as  hath  been  faid  before)  becaufe  they 
were  only  to  accufe,  and  the  Lords  to  judge,  and  fo 
thought  to  be  troubled  no  more  with  it,  being  now  as 
ready  to  judge,  as  they  had  been  to  accufe,  finding 
fome  new  reafons  to  fatisfy  themfelves,  of  which  one 
was,  "  They  had  gone  too  far  to  fit  flill,  or  retire." 

A  day  or  two  before  the  bill  of  attainder  wa« 
brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  there  was  a 
very  remarkable  paflage,  of  which  the  pretence  was, 
^^  to  make  one  witnefs,  with  divers  circumftances, 
**  as  good  as  two  ;'*  though  I  believe  it  was  direfted 
in  truth  to  an  end  very  foreign  to,  that  which  was 
propofid.  The  words  of  the  Earl  of  Strafix)rd,  by 
which,  "  his  endeavour  to  alter  the  frame  of  Govern- 
^'  ment,  and  his  intention  to  levy  war,"  ihould  prin- 
cipally appear,  were  proved  fingly  by  Sir  Henry 
Vane ;  which  had  been  often  averred,  and  promifed, 
fliould  be  proved  by  feveral  witneffes ;  and  the  law 
was  clear,  *^  that  lefs  than  two  witnelfes  ought  not  to 
"  be  received  in  cafe  of  treafon." 

To  make  this  fingle  tefl:imony  appear  as  fuflScient 
as  if  it  had  been  confirmed  by  more,  Mr.  Pym  in- 
formed the  Houfe  of  Commons,  "  of  the  grounds 
*^  upon  which  he  firft  advifed  that  charge,  and  was 
^^  fatisfied  that  he  fliould  fufficiently  prove  it.  That 
**  fome  months  before  the  beginning  of  this  Parlia- 
"  ment,  he  had  vifited  young  Sir  Henry  Vane,  eldeft 
'^  fon  to  the  Secretary,  who  was  then  newly  recovered 
**  from  an  ague ;  that  they  being  together,  and  con- 
^'  doling  the  fad  condition  of  the  kingdom,  by  reafon 
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^  of  the  many  illegal  taxes  and  preffures,  Sir  Harry 
^^  told  hifti,  if  he  would  call  upon  him  the  next  day, 
*'  he  would  fhew  him  fomewhat  that  woulckgive  him 
"  much  trouble^  and  inform  him  what  counfels  were 
*^  like  to  be  followed  to  the  ruin  of  the  kingdom ; 
"  for  that  he  had,  in  perufal  of  fome  of  his  father*s 
*^  papers,  accidentally  met  with  the  refult  of  the  Ca- 
*'  binet  Council  upon  the  diffolution  of  the  laft  Par- 
"  liament,  which  comprehended  the  refolutions  then 
"  taken. 

"  The  next  day  he  fhewed  him  a  little  paper  of  the 
*'  Secretary's  own  writing ;  in  which  was  contained  the 
'^  day  of  the  month,  and  the  refults  of  feveral  difcourfes 
*^  made  by  feveral  Counfellors;  with  feveral  hicrogly- 
'^  phics,  which  fufficiently  exprefled  the  perfons  by 
*^  whom  thofe  difcourfes  were  made.    The  matter  was 
"  of  fo.tranfcendent  a  nature,  and  the  counfel  fo  pro- 
"  digious,  with  reference  to  the  commonwealth,  that 
^*  he  defired  he  might  take  a  copy  of  it ;  which  the 
*^  young  Gentleman  would  by  no  means  confent  to, 
*.*  fearing   it  might  prove  prejudicial  to  his  father. 
"  But  when  Mr.  Pym  informed  him,  that  it  was  of 
"  extreme  confcqucnce  to  the  kingdom,  and  that  a 
"  time  might  probably  come,  when  the  difcovery  of 
^^  this  might  be  a  fovereign  means  to  preferve  both 
*'  Church  and  State,  he  was  contented  that  Mr.  Pym 
"  ihould  take  a  copy  of  it ;  which  he  did,  in  the  pre- 
**  fence   of  Sir  Henry  Vane ;  and  having  examined 
"  it,  together  with  him,  delivered  the  original  again 
"  to  Sir  Henry.     That  he   had  carefully  kept  this 
"  copy  by  him,  without  commimicating  the  fame  to 
"  any  body,  till  the  beginning  of  this  Parliament, 
"  which  was  the  time  he  conceived  fit  to  make  ufe 
^^  of  it ;  and  that  then,  meeting  with  many  other  in^ 
VOL.  r.  A  a  ^^  Hances 
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^  ftances  of  the  Earl's  ill  difpofition  to  the  kingdom^ 
"  it  fatisficd  him  to  move  whatfocver  he  had  moved, 
*^  againft  ^hat  great  perfon." 

Having  faid  thus  much,  he  read  the  paper  in  his 
hand ;  in  which  the  day  of  the  month  was  fet  down, 
and  his  Majefty  to  be  prefent,  and  ftating  the  quef* 
tion  to  be,  "  What  was  now  to  be  done  ?  fince  the 
**  Parliament  had  refufed  to  give .  fubfidtcs  for  the 
"  fupply  of  the  war  againft  Scotland."  There  were 
then  written  two  LUs  and  a  /  over,  and  an  /  and  an  r, 
which  was  urged,  "  could  fignify  nothing  but  Lord 
"  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  ;"  and  the  words  written  and 
applied  to  that  name  were,  "  Abfolved  from  rules 
*•  of  government ; — Profecute  the  war  vigoroufly  ; — 
"  An  army  in  Ireland  to  fubdue  this  kingdom —  ;*' 
which  was  urged,  "  to  compreheiid  the  matter  of  the 
"  EarVs  fpeech  and  advice  :"  that  paper  by  fracSlions 
of  words  (without  mentioning  any  formed  fpeech) 
containing  only  the  refults  of  the  feveral  Counfellors* 
advice.  Before  thofe  letters  which  .were  ordered  to 
fignify  the  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  were  an  A.  B.  C.  G. 
which  might  be  underftood  to  fignify,  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Canterbury  his  Grace  ;  and  at  thofe  letters, 
fome  fhort,  Iharp  expreflions  againft  Parliaments, 
and  thereupon  fierce  advice  to  the  King.  Next  ia 
the  paper,  was  an  M  with  an  r  over,  and  an  Ho, 
which  were  to  be  underftood  for  Marquis  Hamilton, 
who  was  Matter  of  the  Horfe ;  and  the  words  an- 
nexed thereunto  fcemed  to  be  rough,  but  without  a 
fupplement  fignified  nothing.  Then  there  was  an  L^ 
an  H,  and  an  A,  which  muft  be  interpreted  Lord 
High  Admiral,  which  was  the  Earl  of  Northumber-* 
land  ;  and  from  that  hieroglyphic  proceeded  only  a 
few  words,  which  implied  advice  to  the  King,  "  to  be 

.    "  advifed 
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*^  advifed  by  his  Parliament.**  Then  there  was  Li 
Cott.  (which  woilld  eafily  be  believed  to  fignify  the 
Lord  CotUngton)  with  fome  expreffions  as  Iharp,  as 
thofe  applied  to  the  Lieutenant  of  Ireland* 

When  he  had  read  this  paper,  he  added ;  ^^  That 
**  though  there  was  but  one  witnefs  direAly  in  the 
^^  point»  Sir  Henry  Vane  the  Secretary,  whofe  hand- 
^  writing  that  paper  was,  whereof  this  was  a  copy ; 
**  yet  he  conceived,  thofe  circumftances  of  his  and 
^  young  Sir  Henry  Vane*s  having  Xeen  thofe  original 
**  refults,  and  being  ready  to  fwear,  that  the  paper  read 
**  by  him  was  a  true  copy  of  the  other,  might  reafona- 
**  bly  amount  to  the  validity  of  another  witnefs :  and 
^  that  it  was  no  wonder,  that  the  other  perfons  men- 
"  tioned  in  that  writing,  who  had  given  as  badcounfel, 
**  would  flot  remember,  for  their  own  fakes,  what  had 
^  paiTed  in  that  conference ;  and  that  the  Earl  of  North- 
^*  umberland  (who  was  the  only  good  counfellor  in 
*^  the  pack)  had  remembered  fome  of  the  words,  of  a 
^  high  nature,  though  he  had  forgotten  the  other.** 

When  Mr.  Pym  had  ended,  young  Sir  Harry  Vane 
rofe,  in  fome  feeming  diforder  ;  confeffed  all  that  the 
other  had  faid;  and  added,  *^  That  his  father  being  in 
**  the  north  with  the  King  the  fummer  before,  had  fent 
**  up  his  keys  to  his  Secretary,  then  at  Whitehall ; 
*'  and  had  written  to  him  (his  fon)  that  he  ihould 
*^  take  from  him  thofe  keys,  which  opened  his  boxes 
*^  where  his  writings  and  evidences  of  his  land  were, 
^  to  the  end  that  he  might  caufe  an  aiTurance  to  be 
'-  perfected  which  concerned  bis  wife ;  and  that  he 
^*  having  perufed  thofe  evidences,  and  difpatched 
^  what  depended  thereupon,  had  the  curiofity  to  fee 
*^  what  was  in  a  red  velvet  cabinet  which  ftood  with 
*^  the  other  boxes ;  and  thereupon  required  the  key 

A  a  a  "of 
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^  of  that  cabinet  from  the  Secretary,  as  if  he  ftill 
^^  wanted  fomewhat  towards  the  bufinefs  his  £ithef 
^^  had  direded ;  and  fo  having  gotten  that  key,  he 
^'  found,  among  other  papers,  that  mentioned  by  M r^ 
^*  Pym,  which  made  that  impreffion  in  him,  that  he 
^  thought  himfelf  bound  in  ccmfcience  to  commoni- 
^^  cate  it  to  fome  perfon  of  better  judgment  dian  him- 
^  felf,  who  might  be  more  able  to  prerent  the  mif- 
^^  chiefs  that  were  threatened  therein  ;  and  fo  ihewed 
^  it  to  Mr.  Pym ;  and  being  confirmed  by  him,  that 
'^  the  feafonable  difcovery  thereof  might  do  no  lels 
^^  than  preferve  the  kingdom,  had  confented  that  he 
^'  fhould  take  a  copy  thereof;  which  to  his  know* 
'<  ledge  he  had  £iithfully  done  :  and  thereupon  had 
^^  laid  the  original  in  its  proper  place  again,  in  the 
•*  red  velvet  cabinet.  He  laid,  he  knew  this  difco- 
^  very  would  prove  little  lefs  than  his  ruin  in  the 
**  good  opinion  of  his  father ;  but  having  been  in* 
^  duced  by  the  tendeme(s  of  his  confcience  towards 
'^  bis  common  parent,  his  country,  to  trefpals  againft 
^  his  natural  father,  he  hoped  he  fhould  find  com- 
'^  paflion  from  that  Houfe,  though  he  had  little  hopes 
^*  of  pardon  elfewhere.'* 

The  fon  no  fooner  fate  down,  than  the  father  (who^ 
without  any  counterfeiting,  had  a  natural  appearance 
of  ftcrnnefs)  rofe,  with  a  pretty  confiifion,  and  laid, 
**  That  the  ground  of  his  misfortune  was  now  dif- 
'^  covered  to  him ;  that  he  had  been  much  amazed, 
'*  when  he  found  himfelf  prefled  by  fuch  interroga- 
^'  tories,  as  made  him  fufpeA  fome  difcovery  to  bd 
''  made,  by  fome  perfon  as  converfant  in  the  coun- 
'*  fels  as  himfelf :  but  he  was  now  fatisfied  to  whom 
*^  he  owed  his  misfortunes ;  in  which,  he  was  fure, 
^*  the  guilty  perfon  ihould  bear  his  fhare.    That  it 

*^  was 
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*^  wa3  true,  being  in  the  north  with,  the  King ;  and 
5*  that  unfortunaite  fon  of  his  having  married  a  vir- 
^^  tuous  gentlewoman,  (daughter  to  a  worthy  Member 
^*  then  prdfent),  to  whom  there  was  fomewhat  in  juf- 
^  ticc  and  honour  due,  which  was  not  fuificiently 
*^  fettled  ;  he  had  fent  his  keys  to  his  Secretary  ;  not 
f^  well  knowing  in  what  box  the  material  writings 
*^  lay ;  and  dircdlcd  hini  to  fuiFer  his  fon  to  look 
^^  after  thofe  evidences  which  w^re  neceffary  :  that 
*'  by  this  occaiion,  it  fccmed,  thofc  papers  had  been 
^*  examined  and  perufed,  which  had  begot  much  of 
^'  this  trouble.  That  for  his  part,  after  the  fummons 
^*  of  this  Parliament,  and  the  King*s  return  to  Lon* 
^'  don,  he  had  acquainted  his  Majeiiry,  that  he  had 
^^  many  papers  remaining  in  his  hands,  of  fuch  tranf- 
^^  actions  as  were  not  like  to  be  of  further  ufe ;  and 
^^  therefore,  if  his  Majefty  pleafedj,  Jie  would  burn 
**  them,  left  by  any  accident  they  might  come  into 
^^ hands  that  might  make  an  ill  ufe  of  them:  to 
*^  which  his  Majefty  confenting,^  he  had  burned 
*^  many ;  and  amongft  them,  the  originajl  i^efults  of 
^^  thofe  debates^  of  which  that  which  was  lead  was 
^'  pretended  to  be  a  copy :  that  to  the  particulars  he 
^^  could  fay  nothing  more,  than  what  he  had  upon  his 
^^  examination  expreffed,  which  was  exacStly  true,  and 
^^  he  would  not  deny  ;  though  by  what  he  had  heard 
**  that  afternoon  (with  which  he  was  furprifed  and 
^^  amazed)  he  found  himfelf  in  aa  ill  condition  upon 
^*  that  teflimony.'* 

This  fcene  was  fo  well  a&ed,  with  fuch  paftion  and 
geftures,  between  the  father  and  the  fon,  that  many 
Speeches  were  made  in  commendation  of  the  con* 
icience,  integrity,  and  merit  of  the  young  man,  and  a 
modon  made,  "  that  the  father  might  be  enjoined  by 
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^  the  Hoafe  to  be  firieads  with  his  ion  :**  tmt  for 
fonie  time  there  was^  in  public,  z  great  diflance  ob* 
ferved  between  them* 

Many  men  wondered  rery  much  at  the  unneceflaiy 
relation  of  this  fisory ;  which  would  Tifibly  H^^car 
very  ridiculous  to  the  world,  and  cook!  not  bnt  ineri* 
tably  produce  much  fcandal  and  incooFenicnce  to 
the  hxhcT,  and  the  fon ;  who  were  too  wife  to  be- 
lieve,  that  thofe  circumfiances  would  add  any  thing 
to  the  credit  of  the  former  fing^  teftimony :  neither 
was  there  ever  after  any  menti<m  of  it  in  public,  to 
move  the  jpdgment  irf*  thofe,  who  were  concerned  to 
be  iatisfied  in  what  they  were  to  do :  and  therefore 
fome,  who  obferved  the  ftratagems  uied  by  that  party 
to  compais  their  own  private  ends,  believed  that  this 
occafion  was  taken  to  publiih  thofe  refults,  only  to 
give  the  Lord  Cottington  notice  in  what  danger  he 
was,  that  fo  he  might  wifely  quit  his  mafterihip  of 
the  wards  to  the  Lord  Say ;  who  expeded  it,  and 
might  be  able,  by  that  obligation,  to  protedfc  him 
from  farther  proiecution :  and  fo  that  they  meant  to 
iacrifice  the  reputation  of  the  Secretary  to  the  ambi- 
tion of  the  Lord  Say.  But  without  doubt  (though 
this  laft  coniideration  was  very  powerful  with  them) 
the  true  reafon  of  the  communication  of  this  paflage 
was,  that  they  found  it  would  be  impoffible  to  con-  ' 
ceal  their  having  received  the  principal  information 
from  the  Secretary,' for  their  whole  profecution  ;  by 
reafon  fome  of  the  Committee,  who  were  intruded  to 
prepare  the  charge  againfl  the  Earl  of  Strafbrd,  and 
confequently  were  pri\y  to  that  fecret,  were  fallen 
from  them  ;  at  leafl  from  their  ends ;  and  therefore 
they  thought  fit  to  publifh  this  hiftory  of  the  inteUi* 
gence,  that  it  might  be  rather  imputed  to  the  coii>» 

fcience 
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fcience  and  curiofity  of  the  fon,  than  to  the  malice 
of  the  father. 

The  bill  of  attsunder  in  few  days  paifed  the  The  wu 
Houfe  of  Commons;  though  fome  lawyers^  of  great Houfc of 
and  known  learning,  declared,  "  that  there  was  «Oinfc™^i. 
"  ground  or  colour  in  law,  to  judge  him  guilty  of 
**  high-  treafon :"  and  the  Lord  Digby  (who  had 
been,  from  the  beginning,  of  that  Committee  for  the 
profecutiori,  and  had  much  more  prejudice  than 
kindnefs  to  the  Earl)  in  a  very  pathetical  fpeech 
declared,  "  that  he  could  not  give  his  confent  to 
*'  the  bill ;'  not  only,  for  that  he  was  uniatisfied  in 
'*  the  matter  of  law,  but,  for  that  -he  was  more  unfa- 
"  tisfied  in  the  matter  of  faft ;  thofe  words,  upon 
"  which  the  impeachment  was  principally  grounded, 
^*  being  fo  far  from  being  proved  by  two  witnefles, 
**  that  he  could  not  acknowledge  it  to  be  by  one;  fince 
*^  he  could  not  admit  Sir  Harry  Vane  to  be  a  compe- 
«'  tent  witnefs,  who  being  firft  exammed,  denied  that 
"  the  Earl  fpoke  thofe  words  ;  and  at  his  fecond  ex- 
•^  amination,  remembered  fome  ;  and  at  his  third,  the 
*^  reft  of  the  words  :'*  and  thereupon  related  many  cir- 
cumftances,  and  made  many  fharp  'obfervations  upon 
what  had  paiTed;  which  none  but  one  of  the  Commit- 
tee could  have  done  :  for  which  he  was  prefently  af- 
ter queftioned  in  the  Houfe ;  but  made  his  defence  fd 
well,  and  fo  much  to  the  difadvantage  of  thofe  who 
were  concerned,  that  from  that  time  they  profecuted 
him  with  an  implacable  .rage  and  uncharitablenefs 
^upon  all  occafions.  The  bill  pafled  with  only  fifty- 
nine  dilTenting  voices,  there  being  near  two  hundred 
in  the  Houfe  ;  and  was  immediately  fent  up  to  the 
Lords,  with  this  addition,  ^*  that  the  Commons  would 
^^  be- ready  the  next  day  in  Weftminfter-Hall,  to  give 

A  a  4  *^  their 
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*^  their  Lordihips  iatis£a(ftion  in  the  matter  of  law, 

**  upon  what  had  paffed  at  the  trial." 

Mr.  Saint.      The  Earl  was  then  again  brought  to  the  bar  ;  the 

f«cbft%  Lords  fitting  as  before,  in  their  robes  ;  and  the  Com- 

P^j-^^^^l^^mons  as  they  had  done ;  amongft  them,  Mr.  SoUci<^ 

i^'d«.       tor  Saint-John,  from  his  place^  argued  for  the  fpace 

of  near  an  hour  the  matter  of  law.     Of  the  argument 

itfelf  I  fhall  fay  little,  it  being  in  print,  and  in  many 

hands;   I  ihall  only  remember  two  notable  propo- 

litions,  which  are  fufficient  characters  of  the  perfon 

and  the  time.    Left  what  had  been  faid  on  the  EarFs 

behalf,  in  point  of  law,  and  upon  the  want  of  proof, 

fhould  have  made  any  impreifion  in  their  Lordihips, 

he  averred,  "That,  in  that  way  of  bill,  private  fatis&c- 

'^  tion  to  each  man's  confcience  was  fuflicient,  although 

"  no  evidence  had  been  given  in  at  all :"  and  as  to  the 

preffing  the  law,  he  faid,  '*  It  was  true,  we  give  law  to 

^^  hares  and  deer,  becaufe  they  are  beafts  of  chafe ; 

^'  but  it  was  never  accounted  either  cruelty,  or  foul 

*^  play,  to  knock  foxes  and  wolves  on  the  head  as  they 

^*  can  be  found,  becaufe  they  are  beafts  of  prey/*    In 

a  word,  the  law  and  the  humanity  were  alike  ;  the 

one  being  more  fallacious^  and  the  other  more  bar-^ 

barous,  than  in  any  age  had  been  vented  in  fuch  an 

auditory. 

Thf  names     The  fame  day,  as  a  better-  argument  to  the  Lords 

monc^d?fIfp«edily  to  pafs  the  bill,  the  nine  and  fifty  Members 

from'thc    ^^  ^^^  Houfe  of  Commous,  who  (as  is  faid  before) 

biiucxpof.  had  diflented  from  that  a6t,  had  their  names  written 

the  title  of  in  pieces  of  parchment  or  paper,  under  this  fuper-* 

snst  ^'  *"  fcription,  Straffordians,  or  enemies  to  their  coun^ 

try  ;   and  thofe  papers  fixed  upon  pofts,  and  other 

the  mpft  vifible  places  about  the  city  ;  which  was  as 

great  and  deilru^tive  a  violation  of  the  privileges  and 

freedom 
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freedom  of  Parliaxnent,  as  can  be  imagined  :  yet,  be- 
ing complained  of  in  the  Houfe,  not  the  leaft  coun- 
tenance was  given  to  the  complaint,  or  the  leaft  care 
taken  for  the  difcovery. 

The  perfons,  who  had  ftill  the  condudi:  of  the  de- 
figns,  began  to  find,  that  their  friends  abroad  (of 
whofe  help  they  had  ftill  great  need^  for  the  getting 
petitions  to  be  brought  to  the  Houfe  ;  and  for  all  tu- 
multuous appearances  in  the  city;  and  negociations 
with  the  Common  Council)  were  not  at  all  fatisfied 
with  them,  for  their  want  of  2eal  in  the  matter  of 
religion :  and,  though  they  had  branded  as  many  of 
the  Biihops,  and  others  of  the  prelatical  party^  as 
had  come  in  their  way;  and  received  all  petition^ 
againft  the  Church  with  encouragement :  yet,  that 
there  was  nothing  done,  or  vifibly  in  projedion  to  be 
done,  towards  leflening  their  jurifdi<ftion  ;  or  indulg* 
ing  any  of  that  liberty  to  their  weak  brethren,  which 
they  had  from  the  beginning  expeded  from  them. 
Belides,  the  difcourfe  of  their  ambition,  and  hopes  of 
preferment  at  Court,  was  grown  public,  and  raifed 
much  jealoufy  of  them. 

But  the  truth  is,  they  who*  had  made  in  their  hearts 
the  moft  deftruftive  vows  againft  the  Church,  never 
durft  communicate  their  bloody  wilhcs  to  their  beft 
friends,  whofe  authority  gave  them  their  greateft  credit^ 
For  befides  that  their  6wn  Clergy,  whofe  hands  they 
produced  in  great  numbers,  to  complain  againft  the 
innovations,  which  had  (as  they  faid)  been  introduced; 
luxd  againft  the  ceremonies,  which  had  been  in  conftant 
practice  lince  the  Reformation,  as  well  as  before;  werir 
far  from  being  of  one  mind  in  the  matter  or  manncir 
of  what  they  wilhed  fljould  be  altered  j  as  appeared 
whenever  they  came  before  the  Houfe^  or  a  Commit- 
tee, 
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thority,  by  perfoading  them,  *^  That  there  wa$  fo  great 
^^  a  concurrence  towards  the  palling  this  bill »  and  fo 
^^  great  a  combination  throughout  the  nation  agEiinft 
**  the  whole  Government  of  the  Church,  and  a  refolu- 
**  tion  to  dcftroy  it  abfolutely :  in  which  the  Scots 
*^  were  fo  refolutely  engaged,  that  they  difcourfed  in 
^^  all  companies,  that  it  was  impoilible  for  a  firm  peacd 
^^  to  be  preferved  between  th$  nations,  if  Bifhops  were 
^  pot  taken  away ;  and  that  the  army  would  never 
^^  march  out  of  the  kingdom,  till  that  were  brought 
^^  to  pafs :  but  that  if  this  bill  were  once  pafled,  a 
*'  greater  number  in  both  Houfes  would  be  fo  well 
**  fatisfied,  that  the  violcnter  party  would  be  never 
•^  able  to  profecute  their  defigns.**  And  this  reafon 
did  prevail  over  many  men  of  excellent  judgments, 
and  unquefiionable  alFediions;  who  did  in  truth  at 
that  time  believe,  **  that  the  paffing  this  aS  was  the 
^^  only  expedient  to  prefcrve  the  Church :"  infomuch^ 
as  when  it  was  brought  into  the  Houfe,  it  found  a  bet- 
ter reception  than  was  expeAed;  and  fome  men,  who, 
.  others  thought,  would  have  oppofed  it,  fpoke  on  its 
behalf,  exprelling  their  deiire  "  that  it  might  pafs/' 

There  was  a  difference  in  opinion  in  this  debate, 
between  two  perfons,  who  had  been  never  known  to 
differ  in  the  Houfe,  and  the  entire  fricndlhip  they  had 
for  each  other  was  very  remarkable  ;  which  admini- 
ftered  much  pleafure  to  very  many  who  loved  neither 
of  them.  When  the  bill  was  put  to  the  queftion, 
Mr.  Hyde  (who  was  from  the  beginning  known  to  be 
an  enemy  to  it)  fpoke  very  earneftly  ^'  for  the  throw- 
**'ing  it  out ;"  faid,  "  It  was  changing  the  whole  frame 
^*  and  conftitution  of  the  kingdom,  and  of  the  Par- 
*^  liament  itfelf :  that,  from  the  time  that  Parliaments 
♦*  begun,  there  had  never  been  one  Parliament,  where 

*'  the 
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•^  the  Bifliops  were  not  part  of  it :  that  if  they  wefo 
^^  taken  out  of  the  Houfe>  there  would  be  but  two 
^*  eftates  left ;  for  that  they  as  the  Clergy  were  the  third 
**  eftate,  and  being  taken  away,  there  was  nobody  left 
*^  to  reprefent  the  Clergy  :  which  would  introduce 
*'  another  piece  of  injuftice,  which  no  other  part  o( 
•*  the  kingdom  could  complain  of,  itho  were  all  repre- 
^*  fented  in  Parliament,  aftd  were  therefore  bound  to 
**  fubmit  to  all  that  was  enaftcd,  becaufe  it  was  upon 
*'  the  matter  with  their  own  confent :  whereas,  if  tha 
**  Bifhops  were  taken  from  fitting  in  the  Houfe  ol 
**  Peers,  there  was  nobody  who  could  pretend  to  re-* 
**  prefent  the  Clergy ;  and  yet  they  muft  be  bound 
•*  by  their  determinations." 

When  he  had  done,  the  Lord  Falkland,  who  always 
fate  next  to  him,  (which  was  f6  much  taken  notice  of^ 
that,  if  they  came  not  into  the  Houfe  together,  as  ufu- 
ally  they  did,  every  body  left  the  place  for  him  that 
was  abfent),  fuddenly  ftood  up,  and  declared  himfelf 
•*  to  be  of  another  opinion  ;  and  that,  as  he  thought 
*^  the  thing  itfelf  to  be  abfolutely  neceffary  for  the 
^  benefit  of  the  Church,  which  was  in  fo  great  dan-  • 
^  ger ;  fo  he  had  never  heard,  that  the  conftitution 
'*  of  the  kingdom  would  be  violated  by  the  pafling 
^  that  a<ft  ;  and  that  he  had  heard  many  of  the  Clergy 
'^  proteft,  that  they  could  not  acknowledge  that  they 
*•  were  reprefented  by  the  Bifliops.  However  wa 
•*  might  prefume,  that  if  they  could  make  that  appear, 
*•  that  they  were  a  third  eftate,  that  the  Houfe  of 
^  Peers  (amongft  whom  they  iat,  and  had  yet  their 
*'  votes)  would  rcjedt  it."  And  fo,  with  fome  faceti- 
oufnefs,  anfwering  fome  other  particulars,  concluded, 
•'  for  the  pafling  the  aft." 

The  Houfe  was  fo  marvelloully  delighted,  to  fee  the 

two 
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two  infeparable  friends  divided  In  fo  important  a  point, 
that  they  could  not  contain  from  a  kind  of  rejoicing ; 
and  the  more,  becaufe  they  law  Mr.  Hyde  was  much 
furprifed  with  the  contradiction  ;  as  in  truth  he  was ; 
having  never  difcovered  the  leaft  inclination  in  the 
other  towards  fuch  a  compliance  :  and  therefore  they 
entertained  an  imagination  and  hope  that  they  might 
work  the  Lord  Falkland  to  a  farther  concurrence  with 
them.  But  they  quickly  found  themfelves  difap- 
pointed ;  and  that,  as  there  was  not  the  leail  interrup- 
tion of  clofe  friendlhip  between  the  other  two ;  fo, 
when  the  fame  argument  came  again  into  debate, 
about  fix  months  after,  the  Lord  Falkland  changed 
his  opinion, and  gave  them  all  the  oppofition  he  could: 
nor  was  he  referved  in  acknowledging,  *•  that  he  had 
"  been  deceived,  and  by  whom  ;"  and  confeffed  to 
his  friends,  with  whom  he  would  deal  freely,  ^'  that 
*^  Mr.  Hambden  had  affurcd  him,  that  if  that  bill 
'*  might  pafs,  there  would  be  nothing  more  attempted 
*^  to  the  prejudice  of  the  Church  :**  which  he  thought, 
as  the  world  then  went,  would  be  no  ill  compofition. 

This  bill,  for  taking  away  the  Biihops'  votes  out  of 
the  Houfe  of  Peers,  produced  another  difcovery,  which 
call  the  conductors  farther  behind,  than  they  were  ad- 
vanced by  their  conqueft  amongft  the  Commons  ;  and 
difquieted  them  much  more,  than  the  other  had  ex- 
alted them.  How  currently  foever  it  had  paffed  in 
the  lower  Houfe  ;  when  it  was  brought  to  the  upper, 
the  Lords  gave  it  not  fo  gracious  a  reception  as  was 
expedled  ;  many  of  the  greateft  men  of  that  Houfe 
grew  weary  of  the  empire  which  the  others  had  exer* 
cifed  over  them ;  and  fome,  who  had  gone  with  them, 
upon  their  obfervation  that  they  had  worfe  defigns 
tjian  they  owned,  fell  from  them,  and  took  the  oppor- 
tunity 
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tunity  to  difcovcr  themfclves,  upon  the  debate  of  this 
bill ;  againft  which  they  inveighed  with  great  fharp- 
nefs  J  and  blamed  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  ^'  for  pre- 
^*  fuming  to  meddle  with  an  affair,  that  fo  immediate- 
"  ly  concerned  themfelves :  that  if  they  might  fend 
'^  up  a  bill  this  day,  at  once  to  take  out  one  whole . 
**  bench  from  the  Houfe,  as  this  would  do  the  Biihops^ 
"  they  might  to-morrow  fend  another,  to  take  away 
"  the  Barons,  or  fome  other  degree  of  the  Nobility  ;" 
with  many  more  arguments,  as  the  nature  of  the  thing 
would  eafily  adminifter  5  with  fuch  warmth  and  vi- 
gour as  they  had  not  before  exprefled  :  infomuch  as, 
though  the  other  party,  which  had  not  hitherto  been 
withftood,  fet  up  their  reft  upon  the  carrying  it ;  fup- 
plying  their  other  arguments  with  that,  "  How  much 
"  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  which  beft  knew  the  temper 
"  and  expetftation  of  the  nation,  would  refent  their 
"  not  concurring  with  them  in  a  remedy  they  judged 
"  fo  neceflary ;  and  what  the  confequence  might  be, 
**  of  fuch  a  breach  between  the  two  Houfes,  they 
**  trembled  to  think  ;  fince  the  kingdom  had  no  hope 
^*  of  being  preferved  but  by  their  union,  and  the  ef-  • 
"  fe<fts  of  their  wifdom,  in  removing  all  things,  and 
*'  all  perfons,  out  of  the  way,  which  were  like  to  ob- 
«  ftruft  fuch  a  thorough  reformation,  as  the  kingdom 
"  needs  and  expefts,*'  (all  which  had  fo  little  effect, 
that)  the  Houfe  coxild  not  be  prevailed  with,  fo  much  The  Houfe 
as  to  commit  the  bill,  (a  countenance  th^y  frequently  rcjea'thc 
give  to  bills  they  never  intend  to  pafs)  but  at  the  fe-^*"' 
cond  reading  it,  they  utterly  caft  it  oyt. 

This  unexpe<fted  and  unimagined  a<ft  caft  fuch  a 
damp  upon  the  fpirits  of  the  governing  party  in  both 
Houfes,  that  they  knew  not  what  to  do  :  the  mifchiefs 
which  were  in  yicw,  by  this  difcovery  of  the  temper 

of 
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of  the  Houfc  of  Peers,  had  no  bottom ;  they  were  not 
now  fore,  that  they  Ihould  be  able  to  carry  any  thing; 
for  the'  major  part,  which  threw  out  this  bill,  might 
Crofs  them  in  any  thing  they  went  about  *  befides  the 
influence  it  would  hare  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
and  every  where  elfe ;  for  they  knew  very  well,  how 
many  of  their  followers  therefore  followed  them,  be- 
caufe  they  believed  they  would  carry  all  befofe  them. 
However,  that  their  fpirits  might  not  be  thought 
to  fail,  they  made  hafle  to  proceed  in  all  the  angry 
and  choleric  things  before  them :  to  the  trial  of  the 
Earl  of  Strafford ;  impeaching  feveral  Bifhops  for  in- 
novations, and  the  like  ;  the  Houfe  of  Commons  be^*- 
ing  very  diligent  to  kindle  thofe  fires  which  might 
bfwrfit     warm  the  Peers :  and  that  the  Bifhops  might  fee  how 
««o  the     little  they  had  gotten,  by  obflrufting  the  other  bill, 
commoni  they  prepared  a  very  fhort  bill,  '^  for  the  utter  eradi- 
ward^Decr.^^  cation  of  Bifhops,  Deans,  and  Chapters;  with  all 
SSrJitinj  *'  Chancellors,  Officials,  and  all  Officers,  and  other 
D^'^'ind"  P^^^^"^  beloAging  to  either  of  them :"  which  they 
chiptenj  prevailed  with  "Sir  Edward  Deering,  a  man  very  oppo- 
fite  to  all  their  deligns,  (but  a  man  of  levity  and  vani- 
ty ;  e^fily  flattened,  by  being  commended),  to  prefent 
into  the  Houfe  ;  which  he  did  frotti  the  gallery,  with 
the  two  verfes  in  Ovid,  the  application  whereof  was 
his  greateft  motive ; 

CunSta  prtus  ttntanda^fed  irMiBdkabiU  vuJnus 
Enfe  recidettdufn  efty  ne  pars  Jincera  trahatur. 
He  took  notice  '*  of  the  great  moderation  and  can- 
*'  dour  of  the  Houfe,  in  applying  fo  gentle  a  remedy, 
^*  by  the  late  bill,  to  retrench  the  exorbitances  of  the 
^*  Clergy :  hoping  that  the  pruning  and  taking  off  a 
*'  few  unnecefTary  branches  from  the  trunk,  the  tree 
^  might  profper  the  better ;   that  this  mortification 

"  might 


OF  THE  REBELLION,  «cc.  369 

**  might  have  mended  their  conftitution,  and  that 
**  they  would  have  the  more  carefully  intended  their 
**  health  :  but  that  this  foft  remedy  had  proved  fo  in- 
•*  efFeAual,  that  they  were  grown  more  ofoftinate  and 
•^  incorrigible ;  fo  that  it  was  now  ncceffary  to  put  the 
*^  axe  to  the  root  of  the  tree ;"  and  thereupon  defired, 
"  that  the  bill  might  be  read." 

As  foon  as  the  title  of  it  was  read,  (which  was  al- 
moft  as  long  as  the  bill  itfelf ),  it  was  moved  with  great 
warmth,  ^^  that  the  bill  might  not  be  read  :  that  it  was 
•^  againft  the  cuftpm  and  rule  of  the  Houfc  of  Com- 
'^  mons,  that  any  private  perfon  fhould  take  upon  him 
'*  (without  having  firft  obtained  the  leave  and  direc- 
*^  tion  of  the  Houfe)  to  bring  in  a  new  aft,  fo  much 
^*  as  to  abrogate  and  aboliih  any  old  iingle  law ;  and 
**  therefore,  that  it  was  a  wonderful  prefumption  in 
•*  that  Gentleman,  without  any  communication  of  his 
'^  purpofe,  or  fo  much  as  a  motion  that  he  might  do 
*^  it,  to  bring  in  a  bill,  that. overthrew  and  repealed  fo 
*^  many  adts  of  Parliament,  and  changed  and  con- 
*'  founded  the  whole  frame  of  the  government  of  the 
•*  kingdom  :**  and  therefore  delired,  ^^  that  it  might 
*'  be  rejedted."  The  Gentleman  who  brought  it  in 
made  many  excufes  ^'  for  his  ignorance  in  the  cuf- 
*^  toms  of  Parliament,  having  never  before  ferved  in 
^*  any  ;**  and  acknowledged,  "  that  he  had  never  read 
•^  more  than  the  title  of  the  bill ;  and  was  prevailed 
♦*  with  by  his  neighbour  who  fate  next  to  him  (who  waS 
•'  Sir  Arthur  Haflerig)  to  deliver  it  f  *  which  he  faw 
would  have  been  done  by  fomebody  elfe.  Though 
the  rejeAing  it  was  earneftly  urged  by  very  many ; 
and  ought,  by  the  rules  of  the  Houfe,  to  have  been 
done  ;  yet,  all  the  other  people  as  violently  prefled 
the  reading  it ;  and  none  fo  importunately,  aa  Saint* 
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Jolin,  who  was  at  this  time  the  King's  Solicitor  (who 
in  truth  had  drawn  it) :  he  faid,  ^'  nobody  cotdd  judge 
**  of  a  bill  by  the  title,  which  might  be  Mfe ;  and 
•^  this  bill,  for  ought  any  one  knew  to  the  contrary, 
'*  at  leaft,  for  ought  he  and  many  others  knew,  might 
^^  contain  the  eilablifhing  the  Bifhops,  and  granting 
'*  other  immunities  t6  the  Church  ;  inllead  of  purfu- 
'^  ing  the  matter  of  the  title  :"  and  others,  as  ingeni- 
Gufly  declaring,  "  that  our  orders  are  in  our  own 
*'  power,  and  to  be  altered,  or  difpenfed  with,  as  we 
**  fee  caufe  :''  many  out  of  curiofity  defiring  to  hear 
■  it  read  ;  and  more  to  fliew  the  Lords  that  they  would 
not  abate  their  mettle ;  upon  their  declaring  their  plea- 
fure,  the  bill  was  at  laft  read  ;  and  no  queftion  being 
but  laid  by  put,  upou  the  firft  reading,  it  was  laid  by,  and  not 
time/      called  upon  in  a  long  time  after ;  many  men  being 
really  perfuaded,  that  there  was  no  intention  to  purfue 
it ;  and  that  it  was  only  brought  in,  to  manifeft  a 
negledt  towards  thtf  Lords. 
A  vote      ^    The  northern  gentlemen,  at  leaft  they  who  were 
fhfHoufc  n^oft  adlive,  and  had  moft  credit,  (as  Hotham,  and 
moi^"^     Cholmely,  and  Stapleton),  were  marvelloufly  folicitous 
•gainft  the  to  difpatch  the  commitment  of  the  bill  "  for  taking 
Yofk.        ^*  away  the  Court  of  York  ;**  and  having  after  great  de- 
bate, and  hearing  what  all  parties  interefted  could  offer, 
gotten  the  committee  to  vote,  "  That  it  was  an  illegal 
"  commiffion,  and  very  prejudicial  to  the  liberty  and 
^*  the  property  of  his  Majefty's  fubjeds  of  thofe  four 
'*  northern  bounties,  where  that  jurifdidlion  was  exer- 
/^  cifed ;"  they  called  upon  Mr.  Hyde  (the  Chairman) 
to  make  the  report :  and  the  Houfe  having  concurred 
in,  and  confirmed,  the  fame  vote  ;  they  appointed  him 
**  to  prepare  himfelf  to  deliver  the  opinion  of  the 
^^  Houfe  at  a  conference  with  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  and 


OF  THE  REBELLION,  &c*  371 

^  to  defire  their  coneutrence  in  it  5  and  that  they 
"  would  thereupon  be  fuitors  to  the  King,  that  there 
'^  might  be  no  more  commiflions  of  that  kind  granted :" 
for  they  had  a  great  apprehenfion,  that  either  upon 
the  Earl  of  Strafford's  refignation,  or  his  death,  (which 
they  refolved  fhould  be  very  fhortly),  they  ihould 
have  a  new  Prefident  put  over  them. 

Mr.  Hyde,  at  the  conference  in  the  Painted  Cham- a  confe- 

'  ,  ,       rence  with 

ber,  (being  appointed  by  the  Houfe  to  manage  it),  the  Lords  j 
told  the  Lords,  "  that  the  four  northern  coimties  were* 
**  fuitors  to  their  Lordfhips,  that  they  might  not  be 
^  diftinguilhed  from  the  reft  of  his  Majefty*s  fubjefts, 
'^  in  the  adminiftration  of  his  juftice,  and  receiving 
*'  the  fruits  of  it ;  that  they  only  were  left  to  the  ar- 
**  bitrary  power  of  a  Prefident  and  Council,  which 
*'  every  day  procured  new  authority  and  power  to  op- 
*^  prefs  them :"  he  told  them,  **  that  till  the  thirty- 
'^  firft  year  of  King  Harry  the  Eighth,  the  adminiftra- 
^  tion  of  juftice  was  the  fame  in  the  north,  as  in  the 
^^  weft,  or  other  parts  of  the  realm;  that  about  that 
^^  time  there  was  fome  infurreftion  in  that  country, 
*^  which  produced  great  diforders  and  bloodihed, 
^*  which  fpread  itfelf  to  the  very  borders  of  Scotland : 
"  whereupon  that  King  iflued  out  a  commiffion  to 
*'  the  Archbilhop  of  York,  and  the  principal  gentle* 
^'  men  of  thofe  counties,  and  fomc  learned  lawyers,  to 
"  examine  the  grounds  oT  all  thofe  diforders,  and  to 
*^  proceed  againft  the  malefadlors  with  all  feverity, 
"  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land."  He  read  the 
firft  commiflion  to  them ;  which  appeared  to  be  no 
other,  than  a  bare  commiffion  of  Oyer  and  Terminer. 
*^  It  was  found  that  this  commiflion  did  much  good, 
^^  and  therefore  it  was  kept  on  foot  for  fome  time  lon^ 
^'  ger  than  fuch  commiflions  ufe  to  be ;  and  it  was 

II  b  a  *^  often 
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*^  often  renewed  after,  but  ftill  in  the  fame  form,  or 
'*  very  little  alteration,  till  Queen  Elizabeth's  time ; 
'^  and  then  there  was  an  alteration  in  the  commiffion 
^^  itfelf ;  befides  that,  it  had  reference  to  inftruftions, 
♦*  which  contained  matters  of  State  upon  fome  eraer- 
"  gent  occaiions  :  there  were  more  and  greater  alter- 
<^  ations,  both  in  the  commiifion  and  inilrudlions,  in 
^  the  time  of  King  James,  when  the  Lord  Scroop  was 
•*  Prefident ;  and  that,  when  the  Lord  Strafford  was 
^^  firft  made  Prefident,  they  were  more  enlarged ;  and 
•^  yet  he  had  procured  new  additions  to  be  made  twice 
**  after,"  The  inftruAions  of  the  feveral  times  were 
read ;  and  the  alterations  obferved  ;  and  fome  prece- 
dents very  pertinently  urged ;  in  which  it  appeared, 
that  great  men  had  been  rery  feverely  fentenced,  in 
'  no  lefs  penalty  than  of  a  premunire,  for  procuring  and 
executing  fuch  commiflions  :  and  he  concluded  with 
*^  defiring  the  Lords  to  concur  in  the  fame  fenfe^  the 
**  Houfe  of  Commons  had  expreffed  themfelves  to  be 
*'  of,  with  reference  to  the  commiifion  and  inftruc- 
« tions/' 
2?ncw«?  The  fpeech,  and  argument,  met  with  good'  appro- 
with  the  bation  in  both  Houfes  ;  where  he  got  great  credit  by 
it :  and  the  Earl  of  Bath,  who  was  to  report  it,  and 
had  no  excellent  or  graceful  pronunciation,  came  him- 
felf  to  Mr.  Hyde,  and  "  defired  a  copy  of  it,  that  hfr 
♦*  might  not  do  him  wrong  in  the  Houfe,  by  the  re- 
^'  port ;"  and  having  received  it,  it  was  read  in  the 
Houfe,  and  by  order  entered,  and  the  paper  itfelf  af- 
fixed to  their  Journal ;  where  it  ftill  remains  5  and  the 
Houfe  of  Peers  fully  concurred  with  the  Commons  in 
their  vote  :  fo  that  there  was  not,  in  many  years  after, 
any  attempt,  or  fo  much  as  mention  of  another  com- 
miflion. 

The 
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The  northern  men  were  fo  well  pleafed,  that  they 
refolved  to  move  the  Houfe,  "to  give  Mr,  Hyde  pub- 
^*  lie  thanks  for  the  fervice  he  had  done  the  Houfe  ;** 
but  the  principal  leaders  diverted  them  from  it,  by  fay- 
ing, "  that  he  had  too  much  credit  already,  and  needed 
^^  not  fttchan  addition,  as  be  behaved  himfelf."  How- 
ever, thofc  northern  men  themfelves  continued  mar- 
velloufly  kind ;  and  on  his  behalf,  on  all  occalions, 
oppofed  any  combination  of  the  mod  powerful  of 
them  againil  him ;  of  which  fomewhat  will  be  faid 
hereafter. 

The  oppofition  in  the  Lords'  Houfe,  and  the  fre- 
quent contradiction  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  had 
allayed  much  of  the  fury  which  had  fo  much  pre-* 
vailed ;  and  all  men  impatiently  defired  that  the  ar-^ 
mics  might  be  difcharged;  when  all  men  believed, 
better  quarter  would  be  kept :  but  no  progrefs  would 
be  made  towards  that,  till  the  Earl  of  Strafford's  bull- 
ncfs  could  be  difpatched ;  the  Scots  being  bound  to 
gratify  their  Englifli  friends  in  that  particular,  as  if  it 
were  their  own  work.  They  who  treated  for  the  pro* 
motions  at  Court  were  folicitous  to  finifh  that,  as 
what  would  do  all  the  reft :  and  the  King  was  as  poii- 
live,  not  to  do  any  thing  towards  it,  till  he  might  fe-r 
cure  the  life  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford;  which  being 
done,  he  would  do  any  thing.  And  the  Earl  of  Bed^- 
ford,  who  had  in  truth  more  authority  with  the  vio^ 
lent  men  than  any  body,  clfc,  laboured  heartily  to 
bring  it  to  pafs. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day  (when  the  con* 
ference  had  been  in  the  Painted  Chaniber  upon  the 
Court  of  York)  Mr.  Hyde  going  to  a  place  called 
Piccadilly,  (which  was  a  &ir  houfe  for  entertainment 
and  gaming,  with  handfome  gravel  walks  with  ihade, 

B  b  3  and 


374  'THE   HISTORY  Book  IIL 

and  where  were  an  upper  and  lower  bowling-green, . 
whither  very  many  of  the  Nobility,  and  Gentry  of  the 
beft  quality,  reforted,  both  for  exercife  and  convcrfa- 
tion),  as  foon  as  ever  he  came  into  the  ground,  the 
Earl  of  Bedford  came  to  him ;  and  after  fome  fhort 
compliments  upon  what  had  pafled  in  the  morning, 
told  him,  ^^  He  was  glad  he  was  come  thither,  for  there 
**  was  a  friend  of  his  in  the  lower  ground,  who  needed 
"  his  counfel.**  He  then  lamented  "  the  mifery  the 
'^  kingdom  was  like  to  fall  into,  by  their  own  violence, 
,  '^  and  want  of  temper,  in  the  profecution  of  their  own 
^  "  happinefs."  He  faid,  "  This  bufincfs  concerning  the 
*^  Elarl  of  Strafford  was  a  rock,  upon  which  we  Ihould 
•^'  all  fplit,  and  that  the  paflion  of  the  Parliament 
**  would  dcftroy  the  kingdom  :  that  the  King  was 
>^  ready  to  do  all  they  could  defire,  if  the  life  of  the 
•'^  Earl  of  Strafford  might  be  fpared :  that  his  Ma- 
'*  jeflry  was  fatisfied,  that  he  had  proceeded  with  more 
**  paflion  in  many  things,  than  he  ought  to  have  done, 
**  by  which  he  had  rendered  himfelf  ufelefs  to  his  fer- 
*'  vice  for  the  future  ;  and  therefore  he  was  well  con- 
*^  tent,  that  he  might  be  made  incapable  of  any  em- 
^^  ployment  for  the  time  to  come  ;  and  that  he  ihould 
'^  be  banifhcd,  ^or  imprifoned  for  his  life,  as  they 
•*  fhould  choofe :  that  if  they  would  take  his  death 
'^  upon  them,  by  their  own  judicatory,  he  would  not 
*^  interpofe  any  aft  of  his  own  confcience  :  but  iince 
^  they  had  declined  that  way,  and  meant  to  proceed 
^*  by  an  aft  of  Parliament,  to  which  he  himfelf  muft 
*^  be  a  party,  that  it  coi^d  not  confift  with  his  confci- 
**  ence,  ever  to  give  his  royal  aflent  to  that  aft  ;  be- 
^*  caufe,  having  been  prefent  at  the  whole  trial,'*  (as 
he  had  been,  in  a  box  provided  on  purpofe,  incxkgmh)^ 
Jthough  confpicuous  enough),  ^^  and  heard  all  the  tef«- 

^^  timony 
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'*  timony  they  had  given  againft  him,  he  had  heard  no- 
*^  thing  proved,  by  which  he  could  believe  that  he  was 
^*  a  traitor,  either  in  faA,  or  in  intention :  and  therefore 
"  his  Majefty  did  moft  earneftly  defire,  that  the  two 
*^  Houfes  would  not  bring  him  a  bill  to  pafs,  which,  in 
•^  confcience  he  could  not,  and  would  not  confent  to.** 

The  Earl  continued;  "That  though  he  yet  was 
•*  fatisfied  fo  well  in  his  own  confcience,  that  he  be- 
•^  lieved  he  fliould  have  no  fcruple  in  giving  his  own 
^  vote  for  the  paffing  it,'*  (for  it  yet  depended  in  the 
Lords*  Houfe),  "  he  knew  not  how  the  King  could 
"  be  preffed  to  do  an  a<ft  fo  contrary  to  his  own  con- 
"  fcience  ;  and  that,  for  his  part,  he  took  all  the  pains 
^*  he  could  to  perfuade  his  friends  to  decline  their 
•^  violent  profecution,  and  to  be  content  with  the 
"  remedy  propofed  by  the  King ;  which  he  thought 
^*  might  be  rendered  fo  fecure,  that  there  need  remain 
'^  no  fears  of  that  man's  ever  appearing  again  in  bufi- 
"  nefs  :  and  that  how  difficult  a  work  foever  he  found 
'^  it  to  be,  he  fhould  not  defpair  of  it,  if  he  could  per- 
"  fuade  the  Earl  of  Eflex  to  comply ;  but  that  he 
"  found  him  fo  obftinate,  that  he  could  not  in  the 
'*  leaft  degree  prevail  with  him  -,  that  he  had  left  his 
"  brother,  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  (who  was  that  day 
'*  made  a  Marquis),  in  the  lower  ground,  walking  with 
**  him,  who  he  knew  would  do  all  he  could  5  and  he 
*'  delired  Mr.  Hyde  to  walk  down  into  that  place,  and 
'♦  take  his  turn,  to  perfuade  the  Earl  of  EiTex  to  what 
*^was  reafonable  ;'*  which  he  was  very  willing  to  do. 

He  found  the  Marquis  and  the  Earl  walking  there 
together,  and  no  other  perfons  with  them ;  and  as  foon 
as  they  faw  him,  they  both  came  to  meet  him ;  and 
the  Marquis,  after  a  Ihort  falutation,  departed,  and 
left  the  other  two  together ;  which  he  did  purpofely. 

«  b  4  Th« 
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The  Earl  begun  merrily,  in  telling  him,  ^^  Hiat  he  had 
**  that  morning  performed  a  fervice,  which  he  knew 
♦*  he  did  not  intend  to  do ;  that  by  what  he  had  faid 
•^  againft  the  Court  of  York,  he  had  revived  their  in- 
^  dignation  againft  the  Earl  of  Strafibrd ;  fo  that  he 
^  now  hoped,  they  fhould  proceed  in  their  bill  againft 
*^  him  with  vigour,  (whereas  they  had  flept  fo  long 
^  upon  it),  which  he  faid  was  the  efFecSl,  of  which  ho 
^*  was  fure  he  had  no  mind  to  be  the  caufe/'  Mr. 
Hyde  confeifed,  ^^  he  had  indeed  no  iuch  purpofe } 
*^  and  hoped,  that  fomewhat  he  had  faid  might  put 
**  Other  thoughts  into  them,  to  proceed  in  another 
^'  manner  upon  his  crimes  :  that  he  knew  well,  that 
^^  the  caufe  of  their  having  flept  fo  long  upon  the  bill, 
'•*  was  their  difagreement  upon  the  point  of  treafon, 
^^  which  the  longer  they  thought  of,  would  adminifter 
♦*  the  more  difficulties:  but  that,  if  they  declined  that, 
*^  they  ihould  all  agree,  that  there  were  crimes  and 
•*  mifdemeanors  evidently  enough  proved,  to  defcrvo 
**  fo  fevere  a  cenfure,  as  would  abfolutely  take  away 
^^  all  power  from  the  Earl  of  Stiaftbrd,  that  might 
<^  prove  dangerous  to  the  kingdom ;  or  mifchievous 
^^to  any  particular  perfon,  to  whom  he  was  not  a 
♦*  friend." 

He  fhook  his  head,  and  anfwered,  ^^  Stone-dead 
^*  hath  no  fellow :  that  if  he  were  judged  guilty  in  a 
<«  premunire,  according  to  the  precedents  cited  by 
**  him  ;  or  fined  in  any  other  way ;  and  fentenced  to 
^^  be  imprifoned  during  his  life  ;  the  King  would  pre* 
^'  fently  grant  him  his  pardon,  and  his  eftate,  releafe 
<^  all  fines,  and  would  likewife  give  him  his  liberty,  as 
**  foon  as  he  had  a  mind  to  receive  his  fervice  ;  which 
<<  would  be  as  foon  as  the  Parliament  ihould  be  ended." 
And  when  Mr,  Hyde  was  ready  to  reply  to  him,  the 

Earl 
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Earl  told  him  jfemiliarly,  ''that  he  ha<J  been  tired 
*'  that  afternoon  upon  that  argument,  and  therefore 
'*  defired  him  to  continue  the  difcourfe  no  longer 
^then;  aifuring  him,  he  would  be  ready  to  confer 
'^  with  him  upon  it  at  any  other  time/* 

Shortly  after,  Mr.  Hyde  took  another  opportunity 
to  ^ak  freely  with  him '  again  concerning  it,  but 
found  him  upon  his  guard ;  and  though  he  heard  all 
tjie  other  would  fay,  with  great  patience,  yet  he  did 
BOt  at  all  enlarge  in  his  anfwers,  but  feemed  fixed  in 
his  r^folution ;  and  when  he  was  preffed,  *^  how  un- 
**  juftifiable  a  thing  it  was,  for  any  man  to  do  any 
*^  thing  which  his  confciencc  informed  him  was  fin- 
'^  ful ;  that  he  knew  him  fo  well,  that  if  he  were  not 
"  fatisfied  in  his  own  confcience,  of  the  guilt  of  the 
*'  Earl  of  Strafford,  the  King  could  never  be  able  ta 
**  oblige  him  to  give  his  vote  for  that  bill;  and  there* 
*'  fore  he  wondered,  how  he  could  urge  the  King  to 
"  do  an  aft  which  he  declared  to  be  fo  much  i^g^nft 
<*his  confcience,  that  he  neither  could,  nor  wouldi, 
*«  ever  give  his  royal  aflent  to  that  bill  ;'*  the  Earl 
wfwered  more  at  large,  and  with  fome  commotion, 
(as  if  he  were  in  truth  poiTeiTed  with  that  opinion 
himfelf),  "  That  the  King  was  obliged  in  confcience 
**  to  conform  himfelf,  and  his  own  und^rftandihg,  to 
^*  the  advice  and  confcience  of  his  Parliament:**  which 
was  a  doctrine  newly  refolved  by  their  divines,  and 
of  great  ufe  to  them  for  the  purfuing  their  future 
counfels. 

Notwithftanding  all  this,  the  bill  had  not  that 
werm  reception  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  that  was  ex- 
pefted;  but,  after  the  firfl  reading,  refVed  many 
days;  and  being  then  read  the  fecond  time,  depended 
long  at  the  Conunittec;    few  men  believing,  upon 

conlideration 
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confideration  of  the  afFe<ftions  and  parts  of  the  fevcral 
Lords,  that  of  the  fourfcore,  who  were  prefent  at  the 
trial,  above  twenty  would  ever  have  confented  to 
that  zA  :  befides,  it  was  not  believed,  now  the  formal 
trial  and  way  of  judicature  was  waved,  the  Biihops 
would  fo  ftupidly  (to  fay  no  worfe)  exclude  themfelves 
from  voting  in  a  law  which  was  to  be  an  a£i:  of  Par- 
liament. 
Two  acci-       But  there  happened  about  that  time  two  accidents^ 
ctmwibJtld  which  (though  not  then,  or  it  may  be  iince,  taken 
wdi  ^.  ^o^icc  of,  as  of  any  moment  or  relation  to  thzf,  buli- 
i"Vi!ftthc  ^^^^^  contributed  ftrangely  to  the  paffing  that  bill; 
Earl  of      and  fo  to  the  fate  of  that  great  perfon.     The  firft,  a 
difcovery  of  fome  meetings  and  difcourfes,  between 
fome  perfons  of  near  relation  to  his  Majefly's  fervice, 
and  fome  officers  of  the  army,  about  the  high  pro- 
ceedings of  the -Parliament ;  and  of  fome  expedients, 
that  might  reduce  them  to  a  better  temper;  which 
were  no  fooner  intimated  to  fome  of  the  great  ma- 
nagers, than  the  whole  was  formed  and  fliaped  into 
*^  a  formidable  and  bloody  delign  againft  the  Parlia- 
"  ment."     The  fecond,  the  fudden  death  of  the  Earl 
of  Bedford.     Of  both  which  it  will  be  neceffary  to 
fay  fomewhat ;  that  it  may  be  obferved,  from  how 
little  accidents,  and  fmall  circumftances,  by  the  art 
and  induftry  of  thofe  men,  the  greateft  matters  have 
flowed,  towards  the  confulion  we  have  fince  laboured 
under. 
The  firft,  a      Some  principal  officers  of  the  army,  who  were 

difcovery  oi  '^  ^  ^ 

fome  cor-  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  had  been 
deMwbc-  careffed,  both  before  and  after  the  beginning  of  the 
Smtand  Parliament,  by  the  moft  popular  agents  of  both 
d^ioffi"'  Houfes  ;  and  had  in  truth  contributed  more  to  their 
En'm  ^'^  defigns,  than  was  agreeable  to  their  duty,  and  the 
tnj,       *  truft 
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truft  repofed  in  them  by  the  King ;  found  themfelves 
now  not  fo  particularly  conlidered  as  they  expedled, 
by  that  party ;  and  their  credit  in  other  places^  and 
particularly  in  the  army,  to  be  leilened  :  for  that 
there  was  vifibly  much  more  care  taken  for  the  fupply 
of  the  Scottilh  army,  than  of  the  King's  ;  infomuch, 
that  fometimes  money  that  was  aligned  and  paid  for 
the  ufe  of  the  King's  army,  was  again  taken  away,  and 
difpoled  to  the  other ;  and  jet,  that  the  Parliament 
much  prefumed,  and  depended,  upon  their  intereft  in, 
and  power  to  difpofe,  the  afFedlions  of  that  army. 

Therefore,  to  redeem  what  had  been  done  amifs, 
and  to  ingratiate  themfelves  in  his  Majefty*s  favour, 
they  bethought  themfelves  how  to  difpofe,  or  at  leaft 
to  pretend  that  they  would  difpofe,  the  army  to  fome 
fuch  expreffions  of  duty  and  loyalty  towards  the  King, 
as  might  take  away  all  hope  from  other  men,  that  it 
might  be  applied  to  his  diflervice :  and  to  that  pur- 
pofe,  they  had  conference,  and  communication,  with 
fome  fervants  of  a  more  immediate  truft  and  rela* 
tion  to  both  their  Majefties ;  through  whom  they 
might  convey  thcit  intentions  and  devotions  to  the 
King,  and  again  receive  his  royal  pleafure,  and  di- 
re<ftion,  how  they  ihould  demean  themfelves*  For 
ought  I  could  ever  obferve,  by  what  was  afterwards 
reported  in  the  Houfc  of  Commons ;  or  could  learn 
from  thofe  who  were  moft  converfant  with  all  the  fe- 
crets  of  that  defign  j  there  was  never  the  leaft  inten- 
tion of  working  farther  upon  the  afFeAions  of  the 
army,  than  to  preferve  them  from  being  corrupted, 
or  made  ufe  of,  for  the  impofing  unjuft  and  unreafon- 
able  things  upon  the  King:  and  all  that  the  King 
ever  fo  much  as  confented  Ihould  be  done  by  them, 
was,  that  as  moft  counties  in  England,  or  rather,  the 

fa£tiou9 
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factions  and  (editious  perfons  in  moft  counties,  had 
been  induced  to  frame  and  fubfcribe  petitions  to  the 
Parliament,  againft  the  eftablifhed  government  of 
the  Church,  with  other  claufes,  fcandalous  to  the  go^ 
▼ernment  of  the  State  too  ;  fo  the  officers  of  the  ar- 
my too  ihould  fubfcribe  this  following  petition; 
which  was  brought  ingrofled  to  his  Majefly  for  his 
approbation,  before  they  would  prefume  to  recom^ 
mend  it  to  any  for  their  fubfcription. 

V^^^To  the  King's  mofi  excellent  Majejly ;  the  Lords  Spirit 
cdtobefnb-     tudl  and  Temporal  \  the  Knights ^  Citizens,  and  B$ir^ 
tbe  officm.     g^Jf^^y  ^«^^  qjjembled  in  the  High  Court  of  Parlia^ 
mentm 

**  The  humble  petition  of  the  Officers  and  Soldiers 
^^  of  the  army, 

'^  Humbly  iheweth.  That  although  our  wants  have 
^  been  very  preffing,  and  the  burthen  we  are  become 
^^  unto  thefe  parts  (by  reafon  of  thofe  wants)  very 
**  grievous  unto  us ;  yet  fo  have  we  demeaned  our<t 
*^  {elves,  that  your  Majefby's  great  and  weighty  afiairs, 
^^  in  this  prefent  Parliament,  have  hitherto  received  no 
^  interruprioD,  by  any  complaint,  either  from  us,  or 
^'  againft  us ;  a  temper  not  ufual  in  armies  ;  efpecially 
^*  in  one  deftitute  not  only  of  pay,  but  alfo  of  martial 
^^  difcipline,  and  many  of  its  principal  officers ;  that 
^^  we  cannot  but  attribute  it  to  a  particular  bleffing  of 
^'  Almighty  God,  on  our  moft  hearty  affe<Slions  and 
^^  zeal  to  the  common  good,  in  the  happy  fuccefs  of 
^^  this  Parliament ;  to  which,  as  we  ihould  have  been 
**  ready  hourly  to  contribute  our  deareft  blood,  fo  now 
*^  that  it  hath  pleafed  God  to  manifeft  his  bleffing  fo 
^*  evidently  therein,  we  cannot  but  acknowledge  it  with 

*^  thank* 
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^  thankfulnefs  j  as  likewifc  his  great  mercy,  in  that  he 
*^  hath  inclined  your  Majefty*s  royal  heart  fo  to  co- 
*^  operate  with  the  wifdom  of  the  Parliament,  as  to 
^*  efiedl  fo  great  and  happy  a  reformation  upon  the 
**  former  diftempers  of  this  Church  and  Common- 
<^  wealth  :  as  firft,  in  your  Majefty*s  gracious  conde<» 
^^  fcendihg  to  the  many  important  demands  of  our 
^^  neighbours  of  the  Scottiih  nation ;  fecondly,  in 
•*  granting  fo  free  a  courfe  of  jufkice  againft  all  delin- 
•*  quents  of  what  quality  foerer ;  thirdly,  in  the  re- 
^'  moval  of  all  thofe  grievances,  wherewith  the  fub- 
•*  jefts  did  conceive  either  their  liberty  of  perfons, 
•^  property,  or  eftate,  or  freedom  of  confcience,  pre- 
**  judiced  ;  and  laftly,  in  the  greateft  pledge  of  fecu- 
*•  rity  that  ever  the  fubje&s  of  England  received  from 
^  their  Sovereign,  the  bill  of  Triennial  Parliament. 

^*  Thefe  things  fo  gracioufly  accorded  unto  by  your 
^  Majefty,  without  bargain  or  compenfation,  as  they 
*^  are  more  than  expediation  or  hope  could  extend 
**  unto,  fo  now  certainly  they  are  fuch,  as  all  loyal 
"  hearts  ought  to  acquiefce  in  with  thankfulnefs ; 
^*  which  we  do  with  all  humility,  and  do  at  this  time, 
^  with  as  much  earneftnefs  as  any,  pray,  and  wifli, 
^^  that  the  kingdom  may  be  fettled  in  peace  and 
♦*  quietnefs,  and  that  all  men  may,  at  their  own  homes, 
*^  enjoy  the  blelTed  fruits  of  your  wildom  and  juf- 
"  tice. 

**  But  it  may  pleafe  your  excellent  Majefty,  and 
•*  this  high  Court  of  Parliament,  to  give  us  leave, 
^*  with  grief  and  anguiih  of  heart,  to  reprefent  unto 
'*  you,  that  we  hear  that  there  are  certain  perfons  fkir- 
^*  ring  and  pragmatical,  who,  inflead  of  rendering 
^'  glory  to  God,  thanks  to  your  Majefty,  and  acknoW'* 
^*  ledgment  to  the  Parliament^  remain  yet  as  unfatif- 

«  fied 
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^^  fied  and  mutinous  as  ever  ;  who,  whilft  all  the  reft 
^*  of  the  kingdom  arc  arrived  even  beyond  their 
^  wiihes,  are  daily  forging  new  and  tuifeafonable  de- 
'^  mands ;  who,  whilft  all  men  of  reafon,  loyalty, 
^*  and  moderation^  are  thinking  how  they  may  pro* 
**  vide  for  your  Majefty's  honour  and  plenty,  in  re- 
"  turn  of  fo  many  graces  to  the  fubjed,  are  ftill  at- 
**  tempting  new  diminutions  of  your  Majefty's  juft 
*^  regalities,  which  muft  ever  be  no  lefs  dear  to  all 
^^  hooeft  men  than  our  own  freedoms ;  in  fine,  men 
"  of  fuch  turbulent  fpirits,  as  are  ready  to  (acri*- 
•^  fice  the  honour  and  welfare  of  the  whole  kingdom 
^*  to  their  private  fancies,  whom  nothing  elfe  than  a 
'^  fubverlion  of  the  whole  frame  of  government  will 
^^  fatisfy  :  far  be  it  from  our  thoughts  to  believe,  that 
'^  the  violence  and  unreafonablenefs  of  fuch  kind  of 
^  perfons  can  have  any  influence  upon  the  prudence 
'*  and  juftice  of  the  Parliament.  But  that  which  be- 
*'  gets  the  trouble  and  difquiet  of  our  loyal  hearts^  at 
^*  this  prefent,  is,  that  we  hear  thofe  ill-afFeded  ppr- 
'^  fons  are  backed  in  their  violence  by  the  multitude 
^^  and  the  power  of  railing  tumults ;  that  thoufands 
'^  flock  at  their  call,  and  befet  the  Parliament,  and 
**  Whitehall  itfelf ;  not  only  to  the  prejudice  of  that 
*^  freedom  which  is  neceflary  to  great  councils  and 
^*  jiidicatories,  but  poflibly  to  fome  perfonal  danger 
**  of  your  facred  Majefly,  and  the  Peers. 

"  The  vaft  confequence  of  thefe  perfons*  malignity, 
"  and  of  the  licentioufnefs  of  thofe  multitudes  that 
*'  follow  them,  confidered,  in  moft  deep  care  and  zea- 
"  lous  afFeiftioii  for  the  (afety  of  your  facred  Majcfty, 
'^  and  the  Parliament ;  our  humble  petition  is,  that  in 
^^  your  wifdom  you  would  be  pleafed  to  remove  fuch 
^^  dangers,  by  punifhing  the  ringleaders  of  thefe  tu- 

"  mults. 
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^^  mults,  that  your  Majefty  and  the  Parliament  may  be 
"  fecured  from  fuch  infolenciea  hereafter.  For  the 
*^  fupprefling  of  which,  in  all  humility  we  oflfer  our- 
*^  felves  to  wait  upon  you  (if  you  pleafe),  hoping  we 
•*  fliall  appear  as  conliderable  in  the  way  of  defence, 
'^  to  our  gracious  Sovereign,  the  Parliament,  our  reli- 
^<  gion,  and  the  eflabliihed  laws  of  the  kingdom,  as 
"  what  number  foever  ihall  audacioufly  prefume  to 
^^  violate  them  :  fo  Ihall  we,  by  the  wifdom  of  your 
^*  Majefty  and  the  Parliament,  not  only  be  vindicated 
*^  from  precedent  innovations,  but  be  fecured  from  the 
*^  future,  that  are  threatened,  and  likely  to  produce 
^*  more  dangerous  eflfefts  than  the  former. 
«  And  we  Ihall  pray,  &c.** 

His  Majefty  having  read  this  petition,  and  conceiv- The  true 
ing  that  the  authority  of  the  army  might  feem  of  asfeacont 
great  importance  for  the  good  reception  of  fo  much  SJJJ^^iu 
reafon  and  juftice,  as  the  fubfcription  of  a  rabble  had"***^ 
been  alleged  often   to  be,   for  the  countenance  of 
what  in  truth  was  mutinous  and  feditiqus,  faid,  *^  that 
^*  he  approved  well  enough  of  it^^^nd  was  content 
*^  that  it  might  be  fubfcribed  by  the  officers  of  the 
**  army,  if  they  defired  it/*    The  officer,  who  pre- 
fented  the  draught  to  his  Majefty,  told  him,  *'  that 
"  very  few  of  the  army  had  yet  feen  it :  and  that  it 
**  would  be  a  great  countenance  to  it,  if,  when  it  was 
**  carried  to  the  principal  officers  who  were  firft  to 
^^  fign  it,  any  evidence  might  be  given  to  them,  that 
♦^  it  had  pafled  his  Majefty 's  approbation  ;  otherwifc 
"  they  might  poffibly  nuke  fcruple  for  fear  of  offend- 
**  ing  him."    Thereupon  his  Majefty  took  a  pen,  and 
writ  at  the  bottom  of  the  petition  C.  R.  as  a  token  that 
he  had  perufed  and  allowed  it :  and  fo  the  petition  was 

carried 
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carried  down  into  the  country  where  the  army  lay,  and 
Wad  figned  by  fome  officers ;  but  was  fuddenly  quafb* 
ed,  and  no  more  heard  of^  till  in  the  difcovery  of  the 
pretended  plot :  of  which  more  in  its  place. 

The  meetings  continuing,  between  thofe  officers  oT 
the  army  and  fome  fervants  of  his  Majefty's^  to  the 
ends  aforefaid ;  others  of  the  army,  who  had  exprefled 
very  brifk  refolutions  towards  the  ienrice,  and  were  of 
eminent  command  and  authority  with  the  foldiers, 
were  by  fpecial  direiSiion  introducy^  into  thofe  coun- 
cib  (all  perfons  obliging  themfelves  by  an  oath  of  fe- 
crecy^  not  to  communicate  any  thing  that  Ihould  pa(s 
amongft  them)  for  the  better  executing  what  ihould 
be  agreed. 

At  the  firft  meeting,  one  of  the  perfons  that  was  fo 
introduced,  after  he  had  heard  the  calm  proportions 
of  the  reft,  and  that  *^  their  deiign  was,  only  to  ob- 
*^  ferve  and  defend  the  laws,  that  neither  the  arguments 
**  of  the  Scots,  nor  the  reputation  of  their  army,  might 
<*  compel  the  King  to  confent  to  the  alteration  of  the 
•«  government  of  the  Church,  nor  to  remove  the 
•*  Bifhops  out  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  which  would, 
•*  in  a  great  degree,  produce  an  alteration ;-  or  the 
**  power  of  any  difcontented  perfons,  by  theif  tumul- 
•*  tuary  petitions,  impofe  upon,  or  diminiih,  the  juft 
«*  legal  power  of  the  King,"  told  them,  "  Thofe  refo- 
•^  lutions  would  produce  very  little  effecfts  for  his  Ma- 
*^  jefty's  fervice ;  that  there  was  but  one  way  to  do 
••  his  Majefty  notable  fervice,  which  was  by  bringing 
•*  up  the  army  prefently  to  London,  which  would  fo 
•'  awe  the  Parliament,  that  they  would  do  any  thing 
**  the  King  commanded.'*  There  was  not  (as  I  have 
been  credibly  informed)  a  man  in  the  company,  that 
did  not  perfeiftly  abhor  (or  feemed  fo  to  do)  that 

odious 
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odious  pfopofition  ;  but  contented  themfelves  with 
making  luch  obje<5liorts  againft  it,  as  rendered  it  ridi- 
culous and  uhpradlicable  ;  and  fo  the  meeting,  for 
that  time,  diflblved. 

Whether  the  perfoti  that  propofed  this  defperate 
advice,  did  it  only  as  a  bait,  to  draw  an  opinion  from 
other  men,  (for  he  had  a  perfeft  diflike  and  malice  to 
fome  of  the  company),  or  whether  the  difdain  to  fee 
his  counfel  rejected,  and  the  fear  that  it  might  be  dif- 
covered  to  his  difadvantage,  wrought  upon  him,  I 
know  not ;  but  the  fame,  or  the  next  day,  he  difco- 
vered  all,  and  more  than  had  pafled,  to  fome  of  thofe 
who  feemed  to  take  moft  care  for  the  public  ;  inti- 
mated to  them,  "  how  he  was  ftartled  with  the  horror 
'^  of  the  defign,  and  how  faithfully  he  refolved  to 
**  ferve  the  commonwealth,  or  to  lofe  his  life  in  the 
•^  attempt :"  yet  at  the  fame  time  afted  his  part  at 
Court,  with  all  poffible  demonfl:ration  of  abhorring  the 
proceedings  of  the  Parliament,  to  that  degree,  that  he 
offered  "  to  undertake,  with  a  crew  of  officers  and 
**  good  fellows,  (who,  he  faid,  were  at  his  difpofal), 
«*  to  refcue  the  Earl  of  Strafford  from  the  Lieutenant 
**  of  the  Tower,  as  he  fhould  bring  him  to  his  trial, 
"  and  fo  to  enable  him  to  make  an  efcape  into  foreign, 
*^  parts/' 

The  difcovery  being  thus  made,  to  the  Earl  of  Bed-* 
ford,  the  Lord  Say,  and  the  Lord  Kimbolton,  and,  no 
doubt,  by  them  communicated  to  their  chief  affoci-^ 
ates ;  as  dangerous  as  the  defign  was  afterwards  al- 
leged to  be,  it  was  not  publifhed  in  three  months  after 
to  the  Houfes,  againft  whom  the  defign  was  intended ; 
nor  till  long  after  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Bedford  : 
who,  no  dbubt,  rather  defired  to  bind  up  thofe  wounds 
which  were  made,  than  to  make  them  wider,  by  enter- 

VOL.  I.  QQ  taining 
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taining  new  jcaloufies  between  King  and  pec^e ;  and 
would  not  confent  to  the  extending  and  extorting 
conclufions,  which  did  not  naturally  flow  from  the 
premifes  ;  without  which,  this  fo  ulefid  a  treafon  to 
them  could  not  have  been  made  up. 

But  as  they  thought  not  fit  (as  I  £ud  before)  to 
publifh  this  whole  difcoTery  till  near  three  months 
after,  fo  they  made  extraordinary  ufe  of  it  by  parts, 
from  the  inftant  that  they  received  the  fecret;  it  being 
always  their  cuftom,  when  they  found  the  heat  and 
diftemper  of  the  Houfe  (which  they  endeavoured  to 
keep  up,  by  the  iharp  mention  and  remembrance  of 
former  grievances  and  prefliires)  in  any  degree  allayed, 
by  fome  gracious  aA,  or  gracious  profeffion  of  the 
King's,  to  warm  and  inflame  them  again  with  a  difco- 
very,  or  promife  of  a  difcovery,  of  fome  notable  plot 
and  confpiracy  againft  themfelves,  '*  to  diflblvc  the 
*^  Parliament  by  the  Papifts ;"  or  fome  other  way,  in 
which  they  would  be  fure  that  fomewhat  always  ihould 
TcfleA  upon  the  Court.  Thus  they  were  fometimes 
informing  <^  of  great  multitudes  of  Papifts  gathering 
'^  together  inLancafhiref '  then  ^*  of  fecret  meetings  in 
'•  caves,  and  under  ground  in  Surrey ;  letters  from  be- 
^'  yond  fea,  of  great  provifions  of  arms  making  there 
^*  for  the  Catholics  of  England  ;"  and  the  like ;  which 
Upon  examination  always  vaniihed  :  but  for  the  time 
(and  they  were  always  applied  in  ufeful  articles  of 
time)  ferved  to  tranfport  conunon  minds  with  fears 
4nd  appreheniions,  and  fo  induced  them  to  comply  in 
fenfc  with  thofe,  who  were  like  fooneft  to  find  reme- 
dies for  thofe  difeafes  which  none  but  themfelves 
qould  difcover.  And  in  this  progrefs  there  fometimes 
happened  ftrange  accidents  for  the  confirmation  of 
their  credit. 

Whilft 
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Whilft  they  were  full  of.clamour  againft  the  Papifts^ 
upon  the  inftances  of  fome  infolences  and  indifcre- 
tions  committed  by  them,  during  the  late  intervals  of 
Parliament,  (and  mentioned  before),  efpecially  upon  a 
great  alacrity  exprefled,  and  contribution  raifing,  the 
year  before,  for  advancing  the  war  with  Scotland ;  an 
order  was  made,  "  that  the  Juftices  of  peace  of  Weft- 
"  minfter  Ihould  carefully  examine,  what  ftrangers 
^*  were  lodged  within  their  jurifdiAion  ;  and  that  they 
*^  ihould  adminifler  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupre- 
*^  macy  to  all  fufpeAed  for  recufancy,  and  proceed 
'*  according  to  thofe  flatutes."  An  afternoon  being 
appointed  for  that  fervice,  in  Weflminfler-Hall,  and 
many  perfons  warned  to  appear  there,  amongfl  the  reft 

one James,  a  Papift,  appeared,  and  being  prefTed 

by  Mr.  Hayward,  a  Juftice  of  peace,  to  take  the  oaths, 
fuddenly  drew  out  his  knife,  and  ftabbed  him  j  with 
fome  reproachfiil  words,  "  for  perfecuting  poor  Ca- 
"  tholics,"  This  ftrange,  unheard-of  outrage,  upon 
the  perfon  of  a  minifter  of  juftice  executing  his  of- 
fice by  an  order  of  Parliament,  liartled  all  men  ;  the 
old  man  finking  with  the  hurt,  though  he  died  not  of 
it.  And  though,  for  ought  I  could  ever  hear,  it  pro-p 
ceeded  only  from  the  rage  of  a  fullen  varlet  (formerly 
fufpeded  to  be  crazed  in  his  underflanding)  without 
the  leafl:  confederacy  or  combination  with  any  other  ; 
yet  it  was  a  great  countenance  to  thofe,  who  were  be- 
fore thought  over  apprehenfive  and  inquifitive  into 
dangers ;  and  made^mapy  believe  it  rather  a  defign  of 
all  the  Papifts  of  England,  than  a  defperate  atfb  of 
one  man,  who  could  never  have  been  induced  to  it,  if 
he  had  not  been  promifed  alTiftance  by  the  reft. 

The  difcoyery  gf  the  plot  concerning  tfee  larmy 

^  c  2  being 
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The  ill  ufc  being  made  about  the  middle  of  April,  which  was  the 

made  of  it  ^       r     %       -r-»i       /-o        /yi*         -ii 

inthcHoufcend  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford  s  trial,  they  for  the  pre- 
mons.™"  fent  made  no  farther  ufe  of  it  than  might  contribute 
to  their  ends  in  that  bufinefs;  referving  the  reft  (as 
was  faid  before)  to  be  applied  in  more  rieceflary  fea- 
fons :  therefore,  about  the  time  that  the  bill  of  attain- 
der was  preferred,  that  no  interpofition  from  the  Court 
might  difcountenance  or  hinder  that  great  work,  Mr. 
Pym  one  day  informed  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  **  that 
**  he  had  great  caufe  to  fear,  there  was  at  that  time  as 
"  defperate  a  delign  and  confpiracy  againft  the  Parlia- 
**  ment,  as  had  been  in  any  age  ;  and  he  was  in  doubt, 
"  perfons  of  great  quality  and  credit  at  Court  had 
"  their  hands  in  it :  that  feveral  officers  had  been 
^*  treated  with  in  London  to  raife  men,  under  prc- 
*'  tence  that  they  fliould  go  to  Portugal ;  but  that  the 
•*  Portugal  Ambaffador  being  conferred  with  about  it, 
•*  profeffed  that  he  knew  nothing  of  it ;  and  that  no 
•*  perfon  had  any  authority  or  promife  from  him  to 
^^  that  purpofe  :'^  (and  it  is  true,  there  had  been  fomc 
*  idle  difcourfes  in  a  tavern  between  fom6  officers,  about 

;,  railing  men  for  Portugal,  which  was  immediately  car- 

ried to  Mr.  Pym ;  as  all  tavern  and  ordinary  difcourfes 
were  :)  ^^  that,  for  the  prefent,  he  might  not  acquaint 
**  them  with  all  particulars,  which  might  hinder  their 
♦^  further  difcovery ;  only  dcfired,  that  a  meflage 
<*  might  be  fent  to  the  Lords,  to  defire  them  to  ap- 
**  point  a  committee  to  examine  fuch  witneffes  as 
"  fhould  be  produced,  for  the  difcovery  of  a  plot 
"  againft  the  Parliament ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time 
^^  they  would  join  in  a  meffage  to  the  King,  to  defire 
^*  his  Majefty  that  he  would  not,  for  fome  feysr  days, 
**  grant  any  pafs  to  any  of  his  fervants  to  go  beyond  the 

"  feas ; 
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•^  feas ;  faying,  that  he  believed  fome  men's  confci- 
"  ences  would  tempt  them  to  make  an  efcape,  when 
•'  they  heard  of  this  examination.'* 

Such  a  committee  was  appointed  to  examine,  and 
fuch  a  xnefTage  fent  to  his  Majefly,  as  was  defired. 
But  in  the  mean  time,  fome  perfons  who  had  been  at 
the  tavern,  and  talked  of  railing  men  for  Portugal ; 
and  others  who  had  been  at  the  conference  before 
mentioned,  where  the  propofition  was  for  bringing  up 
the  army  ;  finding  that  what  had  pafled  fo  privately^ 
and  amongft  themfelves,  had  been  difcovered,  and 
was  like  to  pafs  a  very  fevere  inquifition,  from  them 
who  made  glofles  and  comments  as  they  pleafed,  upon 
what  other  men  fpoke  or  did  ;  and  not  knowing  how 
much  more  than  the  truth  had  been  informed,  or 
what  interpretation  fliould  be  made  of  that  which  was 
the  truth  j  refolved  not  to  trail  themfelves  with  fuch 
judges,  (whofe  formality  was  firft  to  imprifon,  and  af- 
ter, at  their  leifure,  to  examine),  and  fo  fled  into 
France. 

This  was  no  fooner  known  and  publifhed,  than  it 
gave  great  credit  and  reputation  to  Mr.  Pym's  vigi- 
lancy  and  aAivity ;  for  it  now  appeared,  there  was 
fome  notable  mifchief  intended,  upon  the  difcovery 
whereof,  fuch  eminent  men  wei^e  fled.  And  in  this 
diforder  and  trouble  of  mind,  men  fearing  according 
as  they  were  diredled,  the  bill  of  attainder  found  the 
eafier  paflage  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

Having  gotten  thus  much  ground  ;  and  the  bill 
then  depending  (and  like  long  to  depend)  with  the 
Lords ;  Mr.  Pym  told  them  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, ^'  that  it  appeared  by  the  flight  of  fuch  confi- 
^^  derable  perfons,  that  what  he  had  before  imparted 
"  to  them  was  of  moment,  and  that  his  fears  were  not 
c  c  3  **  ground- 
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**  grdundle(s ;  that  it  concerned  their  fervicc,  that  he 
"  ihould  not  yet  impart  the  whole  matter  to  them, 
**  fince  the  danger  was  prevented,  which  they  fhould 
^^  ihortly  widerfiand  at  large :  in  the  mean  time,  he 
^*  did  afltire  thetn,  that  God  had  miraculoully  preferred 
^^  them  from  a  moft  prodigious  confpiracy,  in  which 
^*  all  their  privileges  and  liberdes  ihould  have  been 
^  fwallowed  up :  that  though  this  attempt  was  dilap- 
^^  pointed^  yet  he  feared  there  might  be  fome  new  de- 
**  vice ;  and  therefore  he  propofed,  for  the  better  evi- 
^  dence  of  their  union  and  unanimity,  (which  would 
*'  be  the  greatefl:  difcouiagement  to  all  who  wiihed  ill 
*^  to  them),  that  fome  proteftation  might  be  entered 
"  into  by  the  members  of  both  Houfes,  for  the  de- 
**  fence  of  their  privileges,  and  the  performance  of 
"  thofe  duties  to  God  and  the  King,  which  they  were 
*^  obliged  to,  as  good  Chrifiians  and  good  fubjeds ; 
*^  and  that  a  committee  might  be  appointed  fpeedily 
**  to  withdraw  and  prepare  fuch  a  proteftation.'* 

The  motion  was  entertained  with  general  approba- 
tion ;  infomuch  as  they  who  were  apprehenfive  enough 
of  the  ill  defigns  of  thofe  who  advanced  this,  and  of 
the  ill  confequence  of  fuch  voluntary  proteftations, 
thought  fit  rather  to  watch  the  matter  and  words,  than 
to  oppofe  the  thing  itfelf ;  which,  it  was  evident,  it 
was  to  no  purpofe  to  do :  and  therefore  they  were 
well  contented  with  the  naming  fuch  perfons  for  the 
committee,  as  were  not  like  to  fubmit  to  any  unlaw- 
ful or  inconvenient  obligation.  This  was  urged  as  of 
fuch  confequence,  that  the  doors  were  locked,  and 
no  perfons  fufFered  to  go  out  of  the  Houfe,  till  this 
Ihould  be  concluded.  After  a  long  debate,  thefc 
words  were  agreed  upon,  and  offered  to  the  Houfe  for 
the  proteftation. 

'^  I  A.  B. 
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^  I  A.  B.  do,  in  the  prefence  of  Almighty  God,  pro-  Upon  this 

1  rt  ••11    ri   occafion  a 

*'  mile,  VOW,  and  proteft,  to  mamtain  and  defend,  protcftation 
*'  as  far  as  lawfully  I  may,  with. my  life,  power,  and  both  ^"  ^ 
"  eftate,  the  true  reformed  Proteftant  Religion,  "°**^""' 
**^  exprefled  in  the  doftrine  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
*^  land,  againft  all  popery  and  popifh'  innovations 
*'  within  this  realm,  contrary  to  the  fame  docftrine ; 
*^  and,  according  to  the  duty  of  my  allegiance,  his 
^*  Majefty's  royal  perfon,  honour  and  eftate  ;  as 
'^  alfo,  the  power  and  privileges  of  Parliament ;  the 
"  lawful  rights  and  liberties  of  the  fubjeft  ;  and 
"  every  perfon  that  maketh  this  proteftation,  in 
**  whatfoever  he  Ihall  do  in  the  lawful  purfuance  of 
**  the  fame  :  and  to  my  power,  and  as  far  as  lawful- 
"  ly  I  may,  I  will  oppofe,  and,  by  all  good  ways 
**  and  means,  endeavour  to  bring  to  condign  pu- 
"  nifhment,  all  fuch,  as  Ihall,  either  by  force,  prac- 
**  tice,  counfels,  plots,  confpiracies,  or  otherwife, 
"  do  any  thing  to  the  contrary  of  any  thing  in  this 
'*  prefent  proteftation  contained  :  and  further,  that 
**  I  ihall,  in  all  juft  and  honourable  ways,  endeavour 
**  to  preferve  the  union  and  peace  between  the 
•^  three  kingdoms  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ire- 
^'  land ;  and  neither  for  hope,  fear,  nor  other  re- 
*'  fpefl,  fhall  relinquilh  this  promife,  vow,  and  pro- 
«« teftation." 

This  was  immediately  taken  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  by  all  the  Members  then 
prefent ;  and  fent  up  to  the  Lords,  who  all  likewife 
took  the  fame,  except  the  Earl  of  Southampton,  and 
the  Lord  Roberts,  who  pofitively  refufed  it,  alleging, 
"  There  was  no  law  that  enjoined  it,  and  the  confe- 
"  quence  of  fuch  voluntary  engagements  might  pro- 
**  duce  eflfeAs  that  were  not  then  intended :"  which 

c  c  4  with- 
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without  doubt  was  very  wifely  confidcred ;  and  had 
not  been  prefled  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  two 
reafons  :  it  being  vifibly  impoffible  to  diffuade  the 
thing,  the  Houfe  being  awakened  by  the  difcourfe, 
mentioned  before,  of  a  plot  againft  the  Parliament, 
the  poifon  of  which,  this  fovereign  antidote  was  to  ex- 
pel  and  difcover  ;  but  efpecially  for  that  well  affe <ftcd 
perfons,  who  were  jealous  of  no  other  defign  than  the 
alteration  of  the  government  of  the  Church,  thought 
they  had  obliged  thofe  rigid  reformers  from  any  fuch 
attempt,  when  they  had  once  boiuid  themfelves  **  to 
"  maintain  and  defend  the  Protcftant  religion  expreffed 
•*  in  the  docftrine  of  the  Church  of  England ;"  there 
being  no  other  fcheme  of  the  dodtrine  of  the  Church 
of  England,  than  the  thirty-nine  Articles,  of  which 
one  is,  "  to  preferve  the  government  of  the  Church 
"  by  Bifliops." 

Whereas  the  other  party  was  abundantly  gratified 
with  having  an  oath  of  their  own  making,  to  entangle 
the  people,  (fo  like  a  covenant,  by  which  fuch  admi- 
rable things  had  been  compafTed  by  their  neighbours), 
and  upon  which  they  could  make  what  glofs  they 
pleafed,  when  they  had  occafion  ;  as  they  did  within 
two  days  after :  for  the  proteftation  being  taken  on 
Monday  the  third  of  May,  the  Wednefday  following 
fome  of  their  own  party  took  occafion  to  inform  the 
Houfe,  "  that  it  was  apprehended  by  many  well  af- 
*^  fecfted  perfons  abroad,  who  were  of  notable  and  ex- 
*'  emplary  devotions  to  the  Parliament,  that  if  they 
*^  Ihould  take  that  proteftation,  they  fhould  thereby 
♦<  engage  themfelves  for  the  defence  of  Bilhops,  which 
^*  in  their  confcience  they  could  not  do  ;  and  which 
"  they  hoped  the  Houfe  did  not  intend  to  oblige  them 
^*  to ;"  whereupon,  without  any  great  oppofition  (the 

Houfe 
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Houfe  being  thin ;  and  they  who  were  of  another 
opinion,  believing  this  artifice  would,  to  all  fobcr  men, 
appear  very  ridiculous)  this  enfuing  order  was  made. 

*^  Whereas  fome  doubts  have  been  raifed,  by  feve- '^!  ^'^p'*- 

^      '  nation  of 

^*  ral  perfons  out  of  this  Houfe,  concerning  the  mean- *c  protcf- 

r     y     r  i  •i«i  n»        tation,  by 

^^  mg  or  thefe  words  contained  m  the  proteftation  an  order  of 

^*  lately  made  by  the  members  of  this  Houfe,  [viz.  of  com"* 

^'  The  true  reformed  Proteflant  religion,  expreffed  in"^^**** 

"  the  doftrine  of  the  Church  of  England,  againft  all 

'^  popery  and  popilh  innovations  within  this  realm, 

*'  contrary  to  the  fame  dodlrine],  this  Houfe  doth  de- 

*'  clare,  that  by  thofe  words,  was  and  is  meant,  only 

^^  the  public  dodlrine  profeffed  in  the  faid  Church,  fo 

^^  far  as  it  is  oppofite  to  popery  and  popifli  innova- 

^^  tions ;  and  that  the  fa^id  words  are  not  to  be  extended 

"  to  the  maintaining  of  any  form  of  worihip,  difci- 

*^  pline,  or  government,  nor  of  any  rites,  or  ceremo- 

*^  nies,  of  the  faid  Church  of  England." 

This  explanation  being  thus  procured  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  without  ever  advifing  with  the  Houfe  of 
Peers,  (who  had  likewife  taken  the  fame  proteftation), 
and,  in  truth,  fo  contrary  to  the  intentions  of  moft  that 
took  it ;  they  ordered,  *'  that  the  proteftation,  toge- 
*^  ther  with  this  explanation,  Ihould  be  printed  and 
^^  publiftied ;  and  that  the  Knights  and  BurgefleB 
^^  ihould  fend  copies  thereof  to  the  counties  and  bo- 
^^  roughs  for  which  they  ferved  ;  and  that  they  Ihould 
"  intimate  unto  the  people,  with  what  willingnefs  all 
^*  the  members  of  that  Houfe  made  that  proteftation; 
^'  and  that  they  Ihould  further  fignify,  that  as  they 
"  did  juftify  the  taking  it  themfelves,  fo  they  could 
"  not  but  approve  it  in  all  fuch  as  fhould  take  it." 
Upon  which  declaration,  the  emiffaries  of  their  Clergy 
caufed  the  fame  to  be  taken  in  London,  and  the  parts 

ad* 
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adjacent,  within  very  few  days  after  the  publiihing. 
A  bill  pair- And  for  their  better  encouragement  (thouerh   their 

ed  there,  to         -  ,.  ,     /-     t      Jr  i.  .     v         T-i, 

compel  all  zeal  would  not  attend  fuch  formahties)  a  bill  was 
lo^uke  u.  prepared,  pafled  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  was  fent 
up  to  the  Lords,  "  to  compel  all  the  fubjefts  to  take 
^^  that  proteftation/*  What  the  fuccefs  of  that  bill 
was,  and  what  ufe  was  afterwards  made  of  this  pro- 
teftation,  (which  was  then  thought  fo  harmlcfs  a 
thing),  and  particularly,  what  influence  it  had  upon 
the  buiinefs  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford,  Ihall  be  remem- 
bered in  its  proper  place. 
The  other       The  Other  accident  that  fell  out  during  the  time 

accident  *^ 

that  contri.  that  the  buiinefs  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford  was  agitated, 
wards  the  and  by  which  he  received  much  prejudice,^  was  th^ 
l^aindlrrii^as  death  of  the  Earl  of  Bedford.  This  Lord  was  the 
J{j^^^|*Jj^^greateft"  perfon  of  intereft  in  all  the  popular  party, 
Bedford,  being  of  the  bell  cftate,  and  beft  underftanding,  of 
the  whole  number  j  and  therefore  moft  like  to  govern 
the  reft.  He  was  belides  of  great  civility,  and  of 
much  more  good-nature  than  any  of  the  other.  And 
therefore  the  King,  refolving  to  do  his  buiinefs  with 
that  party  by  him,  refolved  to  make  him  Lord  High 
Treafurer  of  England,  in  the  place  of  the  Bilhop  of 
London ;  who  was  as  willing  to  lay  down  the  office, 
as  any  body  was  to  take  it  up.  And  to  gratify  him 
the  more,  at  his  delire,  intended  to  make  Mr.  Pym 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  as  he  had  done  Mr. 
Saint-John  his  Solicitor-General,  (all  which  hath  been 
touched  before),  as  alfo,  that  Mr.  HoUis  was  to  be 
Secretary  of  State,  the  Lord  Say  Mafter  of  the  Wards, 
and  the  Lord  Kimbolton  to  be  Lord  Privy-Seal  after 
the  death  of  his  father,  who  then  held  that  place. 
Others  were  to  be  placed  about  the  Prince,  and  to 
have  offices  when  they  fell. 

The 
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The  Earl  of  Bedford  fecretly  undertook  to  his  Ma* 
jefty,  that  the  Earl  of  StrafFord*s  life  Ihould  be  pre- 
ferved  ;  and  to  procure  his  revenue  to  be  fettled,  as 
amply  as  any  of  his  progenitors  ;  the  which  he  in- 
tended fo  really,  that,  to  my  knowlfedge,  he  had  it  in 
defign  to  endeavour  to  obtain  an  aft  for  the  fetting 
up  the  excife  in  England,  as  the  only  natural  means 
to  advance  the  King*s  profit.  He  fell  fick  within  a 
week  after  the  bill  of  attainder  was  fent  up  to  thei 
Lords'  Houfe  ;  and  died  fhortly  after,  much  affliAed 
with  the  paflion  and  fury  which  he  perceived  his  par- 
ty inclined  to :  infomuch  as  he  declared,  to  feme  of 
near  truft  to  him,  "  that  he  feared  the  rage  and  mad* 
*'  nefs  of  this  Parliament  would  bring  more  prejudice 
^'  and  mifchief  to  the  kingdom,  than  it  had  ever  fuf- 
*^  tained  by  the  long  intermiffion  of  Parliaments*'* 
He  was  a  wife  nian,  and  would  have  propofed  and  ad- 
vifed  moderate  courfes ;  but  was  not  incapable,  for 
want  of  refolution,  of  being  carried  into  violent  ones, 
if  his  advice  were  not  fubmitted  to  :  and  therefore 
many,  who  knew  him  well,  thought  his  death  not  un- 
feafonable,  as  well  to  his  fame,  as  his  fortune  ;  and 
that  it  refcued  him  as  well  from  fome  poffible  guilt, 
as  from  thofe  vifible  misfortunes,  which  men  of  all 
conditions  have  fince  undergone. 

As  foon  as  the  Earl  of  Bedford  was  dead,  the  Lord 
Say  (hoping  to  receive  the  reward  of  the  Treafurer- 
Ihip)  fucceeded  him  in  his  undertaking,  and  faithfully 
promifed  the  King,  "  that  he  Ihould  not  be  prefled  in 
*^  the  matter  of  the  Earl  of  StrafFord^s  life  :'*  and  under 
that  promife  got  credit  enough,  to  perfuade  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  whatfoever  he  faid  was  neceflary  to  that  bufi- 
nefs.  And  thereupon,  when  the  bill  was  depending 
with  the  Lords,  apd  whea  there  was  little  fufpicioh 

that 
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that  it  would  pafs,  though  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
every  day  by  meflages  endeavoured  to  quicken  them, 
he  perfuaded  the  King  "  to  go  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
"  and,  according  to  cuftom,  to  fend  for  the  Houfe  of 
*^  Commons,  and  then  to  declare  himfelf,  that  he 
•*  could  not,  with  the  fafety  of  a  good  confcience, 
"  ever  give  his  confent  to  the  bill  that  was  there  de- 
**  pending  before  them  concerning  the  Earl  of  Straf- 
**  ford,  if  it  fhould  be  brought  to  him,  becaufe  he  was 
*'  not  fatisfied  in  the  point  of  treafon  :  but  he  was  fo 
'*  fully  fatisfied  that  the  Earl  was  unfit  ever  to  fer\'e 
**  him  more,  in  any  condition  of  employment,  that  he 
"  would  join  with  them  in  any  a6t,  to  make  him  utter- 
**  ly  incapable  of  ever  bearing  office,  or  having  any 
"  other  employment  in  any  of  his  Majefty*s  domi- 
**  nions ;  which  he  hoped  would  fatisfy  them/* 

This  advice,  upon  the  confidence  of  the  giver,  the 
King  refolved  to  follow  :  but  when  his  refolution  was 
imparted  to  the  Earl,  he  immediately  fent  his  brother 
to  him,  befeeching  his  Majefty  **  by  no  means  to  take 
^'  that  way,  for  that  he  was  mofl:  aflured  it  would 
"  prove  very  pernicious  to  him  ;  and  therefore  defired^ 
"  he  might  depend  upon  the  honour  and  confcience 
*'  of  the  Peers,  without  his  Majefty's  interpofition." 
The  King  told  his  brother,  ^^  that  he  had  taken  that 
"  refolution  by  the  advice  of  his  b^ft  friends ;  but 
^*  fince  he  liked  it  not,  he  would  decline  it/'  The 
next  morning  the  Lord  Say  came  again  to  him,  and 
finding  his  Majefty  altered  in  his  intention,  told  him, 
^^  if  he  took  that  courfe  he  advifed  him,  he  was  fure 
*^  it  would  prevail ;  but  if  he  declined  it,  he  could  not 
**  promife  his  Majefty  what  would  be  the  iflue,  and 
<*  Ihould  hold  himfelf  abfolutely  difengaged  from  any 
**  undertaking/*  The  King  obferving  his  pofitivencfs, 

and 
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and  conceiving  his  intentions  to  be  very  lincere,  fuf- 
fered  himfelf  to  be  guided  by  him ;  and  went  immedi- 
ately to  the  Houfe,  and  faid  as  the  other  had  advifed. 
Whether  that  Lord  did  in  truth  believe  the  difcovery 
of  his  Majefty's  confcience  in  that  manner  would  pro- 
duce the  efFedl  he  foretold  ;  or  whether  he  advifed  it 
treacheroufly,  to  bring  on  thofe  inconveniences  which 
afterwards  happened ;  I  know  not :  but  many,  who 
believed  his  will  to  be  much  worfe  than  his  under- 
ftanding,  had  the /uncharitablenefs  to  think,  that  he 
intended  to  betray  his  Mafter,  and  to  put  the  ruin  o£ 
the  Earl  out  of  queftion. 

The  event  proved  very  fatal ;  for  the  King  no  foon^ 
er  returned  from  the  Houfe,  than  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, in  great  paffion  and  fury,  declared  this  laft  a6l 
of  his  Majefty's  to  be  **  the  moft  unparalleled  breach 
"  of  privilege,  that  had  ever  happened ;  thaf  if  his 
*^  Majefty  might  take  notice  what  bills  ,were  palEng 
*^  in  either  Houfe,  and  declare  his  own  opinion,  it 
'*  was  to  forejudge  their  counfels,  and  they  fliould  not 
"  be  able  to  fupply  the  commonwealth  with  whole- 
**  fome  laws,  fuitable  to  the  difeafes  it  laboured  under  ;^ 
'^  that  this  was  the  greateft  obftrudion  of  juftice,  that 
*^  could  be  imagined ;  that  they,  and  whofoever  had 
**  taken  the  late  proteftation,  were  bound  to  maintain 
*^  the  privileges  of  Parliament,  which  were  now  too 
'*  grofsly  invaded  and  violated :"  with  many  Iharp 
difcourfes  to  that  purpofe. 

The  next  day  great   multitudes  of  people  came  Tumult* 
down  to  Weftminfter,  and  crowded  about  the  Houfe  Houfe W* 
of  Peers,  exclaiming  with  great  outcries,  "  that  they^*'*'** 
•*  would  have  juftice ;"  and  publicly  reading  the  names 
of  thofe  who  had  diflented  from  that  bill  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  as  enemies  to  their  coimtry ;  and  as  any 

Lord 
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Lord  palfed  by;  called,  Jufiice  Juftlce  !  and  with  great 

rudenefs  and  infolence,  preffing  upon,  and  thnifting, 

thofe  Lords  whom  they  fufpefted  not  to  favour  that 

bill ;  profefling  aloud,  "  that  they  would  be  governed 

*^  and  difpofed  by  the  honourable  Houfe  of  Com- 

**  mons,  and  would  defend  their  privileges  according 

"  to  their  late  proteftation."    Thefe  unheard-of  a<fts 

of  infolence  and  fedition  continued  fo  many  days,  till 

many  Lords  grew  fo  really  apprehenfive  of  having 

their  brains  beaten  out,  that  they  abfented  themfelves 

from  the  Houfe;  and  others,  finding  what  feconds 

the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  like  to  have  to  compafs 

The  bill  of  whatever  they  defired,  changed  their  minds  ;  and  fo 

pafl^  the  in  an  afternoon,  when  of  the  fourfcore  who  had  been 

L^^    prefent  at  the  trial,  there  were  only  fix  and  forty 

Lords  in  the  Houfe,  (the  good  people  ftill  crying  at 

the  doors  for  jufl:ice),  they  put  the  bill  to  the  queftion, 

and  eleven  Lords  only  diflenting,  it  pafled  that  Houfe, 

and  was  ready  for  the  King's  aflent. 

The  King  continued  as  refolved  as  ever)  not  to  give 

his  confent.    The  fame  oratory  then  attended  him  at 

Tumult!    Whitehall,  which    had    prevailed  at  Wefl:minfter; 

Whitehall,  and  a  rabble  of  many  thoufand  people  befieged  that 

place^  crying  out,  Juftice^  Jtiftice ;  that  they  would  have 

juftice ;  not  without  great  and  infolent  threats  and  ex- 

preffions,  what  they  would  do,  if  it  were  not  fpeedily 

granted.     The  Privy-Council  was  called  together,  to 

advife  what  courfe  was  to  be  taken  to  fupprefs  thefe 

traitorous  riots.     Inftead  of  confidering  how  to  refcuc 

their  Mailer's  honour  and  his  confcience  from  this  in- 

councii^"  famous  violence  and  conftraint,  they  prefs  the  King  to 

""«*^<!!J«o^pafs  the  bill  of  attainder,  faying,  "  there  was  no  other 

the  Bifhops  *^  1  •      i-  1  /•  • 

advife  the  ^«  way  to  prclcrve  himlelf  and  his  poftenty,  than  by  fo 
paf^thc     ^*  doing  J  and  therefore  that  he  ought  to  be  more  ten-r 
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^'  der  of  the  fafety  of  the  Jcingdom^  than  of  any  one 
•^  perfon  how  innocent  foever :"  not  one  Counfellor 
interpofing  his  opinion,  to  fupport  his  Mailer's  mag- 
nanimity and  innocence  :  they  who  were  of  that  mind, 
cither  fupprefling  their  thoughts  through  fear,  upon 
the  new  doArine  eftablifhed  then  by  the  new  Coun- 
fellors,  "  that  no  man  ought  to  prefume  to  advife  any 
"  thing  in  that  place  contrary  to  the  fenfe  of  both 
*'  Houfes  ;"  others  fadly  believing,  the  force  and  vio* 
lence  offered  to  the  King  would  be,  before  God  and 
man,  a  juft  excufe  for  whatfoever  he  Ihould  do. 

His  Majefty  told  them,  "  that  what  had  been  pro- 
*'  pofed  to  him  to  do,  was  diredtly  contrary  to  his 
•*  confcience,  and  that  being  fo,  he  was  fure  they 
*^  would  not  perfuade  him  to  it,  though  themfelves 
'*  were  never  fo  well  fatisfied."  To  that  point,  they 
defired  him  "  to  confer  with  his  Bilhops,  who,  they 
"  made  no  queftion,  would  better  inform  his  confci- 
*^  ence."  The  Archbifliop  of  York  was  at  hand  ;  who, 
to  his  argument  of  confcience,  told  him,  "  that  there 
^  was  a  private  and  a  public  confcience ;  that  his 
^^  public  confcience  as  a  King  might  not  only  difpenfe 
**  with,  but  oblige  him-  to  do  that  which  was  againft 
**  his  private  confcience  as  a  man  :  and  that  the  quef- 
•^  tion  was  not,  whether  he  fhould  fave  the  Earl  of 
**  Strafford,  but,  whether  he  ihould  perifh  with  him : 
^'  that  the  confcience  .  of  a  king  to  preferve  his 
**  kingdom,  the  confcience  of  a  hufband  to  preferve 
^^  his  wife,  the  confcience  of  a  father  to  preferve  his 
**  children,  (all  which  were  now  in  danger),  weighed 
"  down  abundantly  all  the  coniiderations  the  confci-r 
<^  ence  of  a  mailer  or  a  friend  could  fuggefl  to  him, 
^'  for  the  prefervation  of  a  friend,  or  fervant."  And 
by  fuch  unprelatical,  ignominious  arguments,  in  plain 

terms 
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terms  advifed  him,  "  even  for  confcience  fake,  to  pafi 
«  that  aA." 

Though  this  Bifhop  afted  his  part  with  more  prodi- 
gious boldnefs  and  impiety,  others  of  the  feme  func- 
tion (for  whofe  learning  and  fincerity  the  King  and 
the  world  had  greater  reverence)  did  not  what  might 
have  been  expefted  from  their  calling  or  their  truft  j 
but  at  leaft  forbore  to  fortify  and  confirm  a  confcience, 
upon  the  courage  and  piety  of  which,  the  fecurity  of 
their  perfons  and  their  order  did  abfolutely,  under 
God,  depend. 

During  thefe  perplexities,  the   Earl  of  Strafford, 
faking  notice  of  the  ftraits*  the  King  was  in,  the  rage 
of  the  people  flill  increafing,  (from  whence  he  might 
cxpeft  a  certain  outrage  and  ruin,  how  conflant  foever 
the  King  continued  to  him  ;  and,  it  may  be,  knowing 
of  an  imdertaking  (for  fuch  an  undertaking  there  was) 
by  a  great  perfon,  who  had  then  a  command  in  the 
Tower,  "  that  if  the  King  refufed  to  pafs  the  bill,  to 
**  free  the  kingdom  from  the  hazard  it  feemed  to  be  in, 
"  he  would  caufe  his  head  to  be  flricken  off  in  the 
The  Earl  of «  Tower,")  Writ  a  mofl  pathetical  letter  to  the  King, 
himfcif     full  of  acknowledgment  of  his  favours ;   but  lively 
hisMajcftyreprefenting  *^  the  dangers,  which  threatened  himfelf 
CO  pai»  It.   tg  ^^^  j^jjg  pQfterity,  by  the  King's  perfevering  in  thofe 
"  favours  j*'  and  therefore  by  many  arguments  con- 
juring him  ^^  no  longer  to  defer  his  afTent  to  the  bill, 
"  that  fo  his  death  might  free  the  kingdom  from  the 
••  many  troubles  it  apprehended." 

The  delivery  of  this  letter  being  quickly  known, 
new  arguments  were  applied ;  "  that  this  free  confent 
^*  of  his  own  clearly  abfolved  the  King  from  any 
**  fcruplc  that  could  remain  with  him ;"  and  fo  in  the 
end  they  extorted  from  him,  to  fign  a  commiffion  to 

fome 
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fome  Lords  to  pafs  the  bill :  which  was  as  valid  as  if  J^e  King 

,       fi&rns  A 

he  had  paiTed  it  himfelf ;  though  they  comforted  him  commiifion 
even  with  that  circumftance,  "  that  his  own  hand  was  'm^\u 
''  not  in  it/* 

It  may  eafily  be  faid,  that  the  freedom  of  the  Parlia- 
ment, and  his  own  negative  voice,  being  thus  bar- 
baroufly  invaded,  if  his  Majefty  had,  inftead  of  paffing 
that  a<ft,  come  to  the  Houfe  and  diflblved  the  Parlia- 
ment i  or  if  he  had  withdrawn  himfelf  from  that  fedi- 
tious  city,  and  put  himfelf  in  the  head  of  his  own 
army  ;  much  of  the  mifchief,  which  hath  lince  hap- 
pened, would  have  been  prevented.  But  who  ever 
truly  conliders  the  ftate  of  affairs  at  that  time ;  the 
pre  valency  of  that  faction  in  both  Houfes ;  the  rage 
and  fury  of  the  people  ;  the  ufe  that  was  made  by  the 
fchifmatical  preachers  (by  whom  the  orthodox  were 
generally  filenced)  of  the  late  proteftation  in  their 
pulpits ;  the  fears  and  jealoulies  they  had  infufed  into 
the  minds  of  many  fober  men,  upon  the  difcourfe  of  the 
late  plot ;  the  conftitution  of  the  Council-Table,  that 
there  was  fcarce  an  honeft  man  durft  fpeak  his  confci- 
ence  to  the  King,  for  fear  of  his  ruin ;  and  that  thofe, 
whom  he  thought  moft  true  to  him,  betrayed  him  every 
hour,  infomuch  as  his  whifpers  in  his  bed-chamber 
were  inftantly  conveyed  to  thofe  againil  whom  thofe 
whifpers  were  ;  fo  that  he  had  very  few  men  to  whom 
he  could  breathe  his  confcience  and  complaints,  that 
were  not  fuborned  againft  him,  or  averfe  to  his  opi- 
nions :  that  on  the  other  fide,  if  fome  expedient  were 
not  fpeedily  found  out,  to  allay  that  frantic  rage  and 
combination  in  the  people,  there  was  reafon  enough  to 
believe,  their  impious  hands  would  be  lifted  up  againft 
his  own  perfon,  and  (which  he  much  more  appre- 
hended) againft  the  perfon  of  his  royal  G^nfort :  and 

VOL.  !•  D  d  laftly. 
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laftly,  that  (befides  the  difficulty  of  getting  thither) 
he  had  no  ground  to  be  very  confident  of  his  owil 
army  :    I  fay,  whoever  fadly  contemplates  this,  will 
find  caufe  to  confefs,  the  part  which  the  King  had  to 
a<Sk  was  not  only  harder  than  any  prince,  but  than 
any  private  gentleman,  had  been  expofed  to;  and  that 
it  is  much  eafier,  upon  the  accidents  and  occurrences 
which  have  fince  happened,  to  determine  what  was 
not  to  have  been  done,  than  at  that  time  to  have  fore- 
feen,  by  what  means  to  have  freed  himfelf  from  the 
labyrinth  in  which  he  was  involved. 
The  Earl  •      All  things  being  thus  tranfafted,  to  conclude  the 
Ma^the'  fate  of  this  great  perfon,  he  was  on  the  twelfth  day  of 
izth,i64i.jyj^y  brought  from  the  Tower  of  London  (where  he 
had  been  a  prifoner  near  fix  months)  to  the  fcafFold 
on  Tower-Hill ;  where,  witli  a  compofed,  undaunted 
courage,  be  told  the  people,  **  he  was  come  thither  to 
**  fatisfy  them  with  his  head ;    but  that  he  much 
«*  feared,  the  reformation  which  was  begun  in  blood 
"  would  not  prove  fo  fortunate  to  the  kingdom,  as 
**  they  expected,  and  he  wilhed  :"  and  after  great  ex- 
preffions  **  of  his  devotion  to  the  Church  of  England, 
"  and  the  Proteftant  religion  eftablifhed  by  law,  and 
"  profefled  in   that  Church ;    of  his  loyalty  to  the 
'^  King,  and  afFedlion  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  the 
"  kingdom  j"  with  marvellous  tranquillity  of  mind,  he 
delivered  his  head  to  the  block,  where  it  was  fevered 
from  his  body  at  a  blow :  many  of  the  flanders  by^ 
who  had  not  been  over  charitable  to  him  in  his  life, 
being  much  afFcdled  with  the  courage  and  chriflrianity 
of  his  death. 

Thus  fell  the  greateft  fubjeft  in  power,  and  little 
inferior  to  any  in  fortune,  that  was  at  that  time  in  any 
of  the  three  kingdoms ;  who  could  well  remember  the 

time. 
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lime,  when  he  led  thofe  people,  who  then  purfued  him 
to  his  grave.  He  was  a  man  of  great  parts,  and  ex- 
traordinary endowments  of  nature ;  not  unadorned 
with  fome  addition  of  art  and  learning,  though  that 
again  was  more  improved  and  illuftrated  by  the  other ; 
for  he  had  a  readinefs  of  conception,  and  Iharpnefs  of 
cxpreffion,  which  made  his  learning  thought  more 
than  in  truth  it  was.  His  firft  inclinations  and  ad- 
dreffes  to  the  Court  were  only  to  eftablilh  his  great- 
nefs  in  the  country  ;  where  he  apprehended  fome  ads 
of  power  from  the  Lord  Savile,  who  had  been  his 
rival  always  there,  and  of  late  had  ftrengthened  him- 
felf  by  being  made  a  Privy-Counfellor,  and  officer  at 
Court :  but  his  firft  attempts  were  fo  profperous,  that 
he  contented  not  himfelf  with  being  fecure  from  that 
LordV  power  in  the  country,  but  relied  not,  till  he 
had  bereaved  his  adverfary  of  all  power  and  place  in 
Court ;  and  fo  fent  him  down,  a  moft  abjecft,  difcon- 
folate  old  man,  to  his  country,  where  he  was  to  have 
the  fuperintendency  over  him  too,  by  getting  himfelf 
at  that  time  made  Lord  Prefident  of  the  North. 
Thefe  fuccefles,  applied  to  a  nature  too  elate  and 
haughty  of  itfelf,  and  a  quicker  progrefs  into  the 
greateft  employments  and  truft,  made  him  more 
tranfported  with  difdain  of  other  men,  and  more 
contemning  the  forms  of  bufinefs,  than  happily  he 
would  have  been,  if  he  had  met  with  fome  interrup- 
tions in  the  beginning,  and  had  pafled  in  a  more  lei- 
furely  gradation  to  the  office  of  a  Statefman. 
' .  He  was,  no  doubt,  of  great  obfervation,  and  a  pierc- 
ing judgment,  both  in  things,  and  perfons ;  but  hi* 
too  good  Ikill  in  perfons  made  him  judge  the  worfe  of 
things  :  for  it  was  his  misfortune  to  be  in  a  time 
wherein  very  few  wife  men  were  equally  employed 

D  d  a  with 
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with  him ;  and  fcarce  any  (but  the  Lord  Coventry, 
whofe  truil  was  more  confined)  whofe  l^culties  and 
abilities  were  equal  to  his :  fo  that  upon  the  matter 
he  relied  wholly  upon  himfelf ;  and  difcerning  many 
defedls  in  moft  men^  he  too  much  negledled  what 
they  faid  or  did.     Of  all  his  paflions^  his  pride  wa$ 
moft  predominant :  which  a  moderate  cxercife  of  ill 
fortune   might  have  corre<^ed  and  reformed ;    and 
which  was  by  the  hand  of  Heaven  ftrangely  punilhed, 
by  bringing  his  deftru<Slion  upon  him  by  two  things 
that  he  moft  defpifed,  the  people  and  Sir  Harry  Vane, 
In  a  word,  the  epitaph,  which  Plutarch  records  that 
Sylla  wrote  for  himfelf,  may  not  be  unfitly  applied  to 
him  ;  **  tliat  no  man  did  ever  exceed  him,  cither  in 
**  doing  good  to  his  friends,  or  in  doing  mifchief  to 
"  his  enemies ;"  for  his  acSls  of  both  kinds  were  moft 
notorious. 
At  the  fame      Together  with  that   of  attainder  of  the  Earl  of 
the  bill  of  Straflford,  another  bill  was  pafled  by  the  King,  of 
paired  t^he  almoft  as  fatal  a  confequence  both  to  the  King  and 
cfnlL^ng  kii^gdom,  as  that  was  to  the  Earl, ''  the  aft  for  the 
m«t^""*"  "perpetual  Parliament;"  as  it  is  fince  called. 
The  arts  by     The  vaft  charge  of  the  two  armies  was  no  other 
Ta  wal   ^  way  fupplied,  (for  I  have  told  you  before  the  rcafon 
why  they  were  fo  flow  in  granting  of  fubfidies),  than 
by  borrowing  great  fums  of  money  from  the  city  or 
citizens  of  London,  upon  the  credit  of  particular  per- 
fons.     The  emiflaries  in  that  negotiation,  about  the 
time  the  aA  of  attainder  pafled  the  Commons,  re- 
turned, "  that  there  was  no  more  hope  of  borrowing 
^  in  the  city ;   that  men  had  before  cheerfully  lent 
*'  their  eftates,  upon  their  confidence  in  the  honour 
"  and  juftice  of  the  two  Houfes :  but  they  had  now 
^*  confidcred,  how  defpcrate  that  fecurity  muft  prove^ 
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«  if  the  two  Houfes  Ihould  be  diflblved."    Which 
confideration  begun  to  have  an  univerfal  influence 
upon  all  thofe  who  were  perfonally  bound  for  monies 
already  borrowed ;  *^  for  that  their  perfons  and  for- 
"  tunes  mufl:  anfwer  thofe  fums  which  had  been  paid 
**  for  the  public  benefit,  if  the  Parliament  Ihould  be 
'^  diflblved  bftfore  any  a  A  pafled  for  their  fccurity. 
"  That  their  fears  and  apprehenlions  that  this  might 
"  happen  were  much  advanced  by  the  late  difcovery 
*^  of  the  plot  againft  the  Parliament ;  for  though  the 
**  particulars  thereof  were  not  yet  publilhed,  they  dif- 
*^  cerned  there  was  not  that  good  meaning  to  the  Par- 
"  liament,  as  it  deferved."  This  was  no  fooner  offered, 
than  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  objeAion  was  enforced; 
and  the  neceflity  of  finding  fome  expedient  **  to  fatisfy 
^'  the  people  of  the  gracious  intention  and  refolutions 
'^  of  the  King;"  which  were  moft  unqueftionable;  (for 
in  all  thofe  articles  of  time,  when  they  were  to  demand 
fome  unreafonable  thing  from  him,  they  fpared  no  du- 
tiful mention  of  the  piety  and  goodnefs  of  his  own 
princely  nature;  or  large  promifes  what  demonftra- 
tions  of  duty  they  would  ihortly  make  to  him.)  No 
way  could  be  thought  of  fo  fure,  as  an  a6l  of  Parlia- 
ment, *'  that  this  Parliament  fhould  not  be  adjourned, 
"  prorogued,  or  diflblved,  but  by  aft  of  Pariiament ; 
"  which,  upon  this  occafion,  his  Majefty  would  never 
*'  deny  to  pafs/* 

It  is  not  credible,  what  an  univerfal  reception  and 
concurrence  this  motion  met  with,  (which  was  to  re- 
move the  land  marks,  and  to  deftroy  the  foundation  of 
the  kingdom,)  infomuch,  as  a  committee  was  immedi- 
ately appointed  to  withdraw,  and  to  prepare  a  fliort 
bill  to  that  purpofe  ;  which  was  within  a  {hort  time 
(lefs  than  an  hour)  brought  into  the  Houfe,  and  im- 
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mediately  twice  read,  and  committed  ;  an  expedition 
fcarce  ever  heard  of  before  in  Parliament ;  and  the 
next  day,  with  as  little  agitation,  and  the  contradic- 
tion of  very  few  voices,  engroffed,  and  carried  up  to 
the  Lords.  With  them  it  had  fome  debate,  and  amend- 
ments, which  were  delivered  at  a  conference,  the  prin- 
cipal whereof  was,  "  that  the  time  fhoilld  be  limited, 
"  and  not  left  indefinite,  and  that  it  fliould  not  be  dif- 
*^  folved  within  two  years,  except  by  confent  of  both 
"  Houfes;"  that  time  being  fufficient  to  provide  againft 
any  accidents  that  were  then  apprehended. 

Thefe  alterations  were  highly  refented  in  the  Houfc 
of  Commons,  as  argument  of  jealoufy  between  the 
King  and  the  Parliament,  **  that  it  fhould  be  imagin- 
*^  able  the  members  of  both  Houfes,  who  reiided  fron^ 
**  their  houfes  and  conveniences  at  great  charge  for 
"  the  fervice  of  the  public,  would  defire  to  continue 
^*  longer  together  than  the  neceflity  of  that  fer\'icc 
"  Ihould  require ;"  without  confidcring,  that  it  was 
more  unlikely  that  the  King  (who  had  condefcended 
fo  far  to  them,  and  had  yet  in  truth  received  no  fruit 
from  their  meeting)  would  diffolve  them,  as  long  as 
they  intended  that  for  which  they  were  fummoned 
together,  and  contained  themfelves  within  the  bounxis 
of  duty  and  moderation. 

.  But  the  Commons  ftoutly  infifted  on  their  own  bill; 
and  the  Lords,  in  that  hurry  of  noife  and  confufion, 
when  the  meetings  of  the  people  were  fo  frequent, 
kindly  confented  likewife  to  it  :  and  fo,  by  the  im- 
portunity, and  upon  the  undertaking  of  perfons  he 
then  moft  trufted,  in  the  agony  of  the  other  difpatch, 
the  King  was  induced  to  include  that  bill  in  the  com* 
million  with  the  a6l  of  attainder,  and  they  were  both 
pafled  together. 

After 
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After  the  pafEng  thefe  two  bills,  the  temper  and 
fpirit  of  the  people,  both  within  and  without  the  walls 
of  the  two  Houfes,  grew  marvellous  calm  and  com- 
pofed  ;  there  being  likewife  about  that  time  pafled  by 
the  King,  the  two  bills,  for  the  taking  away  the  Star- 
Chamber  court,  and  the  High  Commiffion ;  fo  that 
there  was  not  a  grievance  or  inconvenience,  real  or 
imaginary,  to  which  there  was  not  a  through  remedy 
applied  ;  and  therefore  all  men  expecfted,  that  both 
armies  would  be  fpcedily  difbanded ;  and  fuch  returns 
of  duty  and  acknowledgment  be  made  to  the  King, 
as  might  be  agreeable  to  their  profeflions,  and  to  the 
royal  favours  he  had  vouchfafed  to  his  people. 

But  what  provifions  foever  were  made  for  the  pub- 
lic, particular  perfons  had  received  no  fatisfadtion. 
The  death  of  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  and  the  high  pro- 
ceedings in  all  thofe  cafes  in  which  the  King  was  moft 
concerned,  left  all  thofe  who  expeAed  offices  and  pre- 
ferments, defperate  in  their  hopes:  and  yet  an  accident 
happened,  that  might  have  been  looked  upon  as  an 
earneft  or  inftance  of  fome  encouragement  that  way. 

Belides  the  Lord  Say's  being  invefted  in  the  mafter- 
fliip  of  the  wards,  in  the  place  of  the  Lord  Cottington, 
(who  was  every  day  threatened,  upon  the  Secretary's 
paper  of  refults,  to  be  accufed  of  high  treafon,  till,  like 
a  wife  man,  he  retired  from  the  offices  which  begot 
his  trouble ;  and  for  a  long  time  after,  till  he  again 
embarked  himfelf  in  public  employments,  enjoyed 
himfelf  without  the  leaft  diilurbance),  at  a  committee 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  in  the  afternoon,  in  fome  de- 
bate, paffion  arofe  between  the  Earl  of  Pembroke, 
who  was  then  Lord  Chamberlain  of  the  Houfehold, 
and  the  Lord  Mowbray,  eldeft  fon  of  the  Earl  of 
Arundel ;  and  from  angry  and  difdainful  words,  an 
offer  or  attempt  of  blows  was  made ;  for  which  mifde- 
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meanor,  they  were  the  next  day  both  fcnt  to  the 

The  King  Towcr  by  the  Houfc  of  Lords.  The  King,  taking  ad- 

fiaffofurd  vantage  of  this  mifcarriage  ;  and  having  been  long  in* 

iain"?rom   cettfcd  by  the  pallionate,  indifcrect,  and  infolent  car- 

Smb^ikcf  ri^c  of  the  Earl,  fent  to  him,  by  a  Gentleman  Uftier, 

andgii^itfQf  ijjg  ftaff;  and  within  two  or  three  days  after  be- 
to  the  Earl  ^ 

ofEflcx.    flowed  it  upon  the  Earl  of  Effex;  who,  without  any 
heiitation,  took  it 

It  was  thought  this  extraordinary  grace  to  the  moft 
popular  perfon  of  the  kingdom  would  have  a  notable 
influence  upon  the  whole  party,  which  made  him  be- 
lieve it  depended  very  much  on  him :  but  it  was  fo 
izx  from  having  that  effecSl,  as  they  looked  upon  that 
£sivour,  rather  as  a  mark  of  punifhment  and  revenge 
upon  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  for  his  aiFe6tion  to  them, 
and  for  giving  his  fufFrage  againft  the  Earl  of  Straf- 
ford, (which  he  had  often  profefled  to  the  King  he 
could  never  in  confciencc  do),  than  of  efteem  and 
kindnefs  to  the  Earl  of  Effex ;  and  fo  they  were  in 
truth  more  offended  and  incenfed  with  the  difgrace 
and  difobligation  to  the  one,  than  they  were  pleafed 
with  the  preferment  of  the  other :  therefore  whatever 
concerned  the  King  in  right ;  or  what  he  might  natu* 
rally  expeft  from  the  compliance  and  affection  of  the 
Houfe ;   or  what  was  any  way  recommended  by  his 
Majefty  to  them,  found  little  or  no  refpedl. 
The  truth       His  revenue  was  fo  far  from  being  advanced,  (as  had 
of  toMi^c  been  gloriouHy  promifed),  that  it  was,  both  in  dignity 
and  pound- ^^  value,  much  leflTened  from  what  it  was  :  for  Ihort- 
ly  after  the  beginning  of  the  Parliament,  great  com- 
plaint had  been  made,  *^  that  tonnage  and  pound- 
age'* (which  is  the  duty  and  fubfidy  paid  by  the 
merchant  upon  trade)  "  had  been  taken  by  the  King 
"  without  confent  of  Parliament ;"  the  cafe  whereof 
in  truth  is  this  :  this  duty  had  been  conftantly  given 

to 
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to  the  fuccccding  King,  ever  lincc  the  reign  of  King 
Edward  the  Fourth,  for  his  life,  in  the  firft  Parlia- 
ment they  held  after  their  coming  to  the  Crown  t 
before  that  time,  it  had  been  granted  for  years ;  and 
was  originally  intended  for  the  fupport  of  the  navy; 
whereby  the  merchant  might  be  freed  from  danger  of 
pirates  ;  and  upon  the  death  of  every  King  lince  that 
time,  his  fucceflbr  commonly  received  it,  without  the 
leaft  interruption,  till  the  next  Parliament ;  in  the  be- 
ginning whereof  it  was  always  without  fcruple  granted : 
fo  that,  though  it  was,  and  muft  always  be  acknow* 
ledged  as  the  free  gift  of  the  people,  (as  all  other  fub- 
iidies  are),  yet  it  was  looked  upon  as  fo  eifential  a 
part'  of  the  revenue  of  the  Crown,  that  it  could  not 
be  without  it :  and  as  the  King  is  not  lefs  King  be- 
fore his  coronation  than  he  is  after,  fo  this  duty  had 
been  ftill  enjoyed  as  freely  before,  as  it  was  after  art 
aft  of  Parliament  to  that  purpofe ;  neither  had  there 
been  ever  any  exception  taken  in  Parliament,  (which 
fometimes  was  not  in  a  year  after  the  death  of  the  for- 
mer King),  that  the  Crown  had  continued  the  receipt 
of  it ;  which  it  did,  till  the  time  of  a  new  grant. 

Thus,  after  the  death  of  King  James,  his  Majefty 
received '  it,  till  the  firft  Parliament  was  fummoned  j 
and,  that  and  two  more  being  unfortunately  diflblved, 
(as  was  faid  before),  in  which  his  Minifters  were  not 
folicitous  enough  for  the  pafiing  that  acSl  for  tonnage 
and  poundage,  continued  the  receipt  of  it  till  this  pre* 
fent  Parliament :  then  (that  is,  many  weeks  after  the 
beginning  of  it)  it  was  dircdted,  **  that  a  bill  lliould  be 
**  fpeedily  prepared  for  the  granting  it,  as  had  been 
"  ufual,  left  the  Crown  might,  by  fo  long  enjoying, 
**  in  a  manner  prefcribe  to  it  of  right,  without  the  do- 
^^  lUtion  of  the  people ;"  which  the  King  always  dif* 

claimed 
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claimed  to  do.  Shortly  after  (no  man  prefuming  to 
intimate,  that  it  fhould  be  granted  in  any  other  man- 
ner than  of  courfe  it  had  been)  it  was  alleged,  "  that 
**  the  bill  could  not  be  fo  fpeedily  prepared  as  were  to 
"  be  wifhed,  by  reafon  that  there  were  many  juft  ex- 
**  ceptions  made  by  the  merchants  to  the  book  of 
^*  rates,  which  had  been  lately  made  by  the  farmers  of 
^  the  cuftoms,  in  the  time  and  by  the  direAion  of 
*^  the  Earl  of  Portland  ;"  (circumftances  that  carried 
prejudice  enough  to  whatfoever  they  were  applied); 
and  therefore  it  was  propofed,  for  the  prefent,  as  the 
beft  expedient  to  continue  his  Majefly's  fupply,  and 
to  preferve  the  right  of  giving  in  the  people,  **  that  a 
*'  temporary  bill  fliould  pafs,  for  the  granting '  the 
*'  fame  to  his  Majefty  for  two  months  only,  in  which 
^  time  a  new  book  of  rates  fhould  be  made,  more  ad- 
•^  vantageous  to  his  Majefty  in  point  of  profit,"  (which 
was  always  profefTed,)  "  and  then  a  complete  adt 
♦*  might  pafs.'* 

To  this  purpofe  a  bill  was  accordingly  brought 
in,  the  preamble  whereof  "  renounced  and  declared 
•*  againft  not  only  any  power  in  the  Crown  of  levying 
*^  the  duty  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  without  the 
"  exprefs  confent  of  Parliament,  but  alfo  any  power 
^'  of  impofition  upon  any  merchandizes  whatfoever, 
*^4and  in  any  cafe  whatfoever  ;"  which  had  been  con- 
ilantly  praftifed  in  the  beft  times  by  the  Crown  ;  had 
the  countenance  of  a  folemn  judgment  in  the  Exche- 
quer Chamber;  and,  though  often  agitated  in  Parlia- 
ment, had  never  been  yet  declared  againft :  yet  this 
quietly  pafled  both  Houfes,  as  a  thing  not  worth  con- 
fidering.  And  fo,  in  expectation  and  confidence,  that 
ithey  would  n>ake  glorious  additions  to  the  ftate  and 
revenue  of  the  Crown,  his  Majefty  fufFcred  himfelf  to 

be 
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be  ftripped  of  all  that  he  had  left;  and  of  the  fole  ftock 
of  credit  he  had  to  borrow  monies  upon :  for  though, 
in  truth,  men  knew  that  revenue  was  not  legally  veiled 
in  the  King  till  an  adt  of  Parliamenf,  yet  all  men 
looked  upon  it  as  unqueftionably  to  pafs ;  and  fo  it 
was  not  only  a  competent  proportion  for  the  prefent 
fupport  of  his  Houfe,  but  was  underftood  a  good  fe- 
curity  for  any  ordinary  fum  of  money  upon  advance, 
as  forty  or  fifty  thoufand  pound,  upon  any  emergent 
occafion. 

All  good  men  difcerned  this  grofs  ufage,  and  thcThcmen- 
difadvantage  impofed  upon  his  Majefty  by  this  muta- former  pi6t 
tion  ;  and  therefore  expedled  a  full  reparation,  by  fuch  S^e'cSurt 
an  ail  for  life  as  had  been  ufual;  and  fuch  an  im-^n'*'^'^ 

'  Army  rc- 

provepient  of  the  book  of  rates  as  had  been  promifed,  yj^^^  •" '^^^^ 
as  foon  as  the  bulinefs  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford  was  Commons. 
over :  which  had  been  always  objedled,  as  neceflary 
to  precede  all  other  confultations.  But  this  was  no 
fooner  moved,  "  as  feafonable  in  order  to  their  own 
^<  profeffions,  and  in  a  degree  due  to  the  King,  after 
"  fo  many  reiterated  expreffions  of  favour  and  afFec- 
"  tion  to  his  people,  by  fo  many  excellent  laws,  and 
**  other  condefcenfions,"  than  they  objecSled,  '^  the 
^*  odioufnefs  of  the  late  plot  againft  the  Parliament, 
**  which  was  not  yet  fully  difcovered :  that  notwith- 
^*  Handing  thofe  gracious  demonftrations  of  favour 
**  from  the  King,  in  the  laws  and  other  afts  mentioned, 
**  they  had  great  caufe  to  apprehend,  fome  ill  aiFefted 
''  perfons  liad  ftill  an  influence  upon  his  Majefly,  to 
*^  the  differvice  of  the  Parliament,  and  to  beget  jea* 
"  loufies  in  him  towards  them ;  for  that  they  had 
^  plainly  difcovered  (which  they  fhould  in  a  Ihort 
*'  time  be  able  to  prefent  fully  to  the  Houfe)  that 
"  there  had  been  a  defign,  not  only  to  poifon  the  af- 

**  fedlion* 
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•*  SifFcA'xons  of  the  anny  towards  the  Parliament,  by 
"  making  them  believe  that  they  were  negledted,  and 
^  the  Scots  preferred  much  before  them ;  but  to  bring 
"  up  that  army  to  London,  with  a  purpofe  to  awe  the 
*'  Parliament :  that  there  was  a  refolution  to  feize  the 
•^  Tower,  and  to  make  it  a  curb  upon  the  city :  that 
**  there  had  Been  an  attempt  to  prevail  with  the  offi- 
"  cers  of  the  Scottiih  army,  at  leaft  to  fit  ftill  as  neu- 
•^  ters,  whilft  the  others  a^ted  this  tragedy :  that  the 
*^  confederates  in  this  defign  had  taken  an  oath,  to 
*^  oppofe  any  courfe  that  ihould  be  advifed  for  the 
**  removing  the  Bifliops  out  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers; 
•^  to  preferve  and  defend  the  King's  prerogative,  to  the 
*'  utmoft  extent  that  any  of  his  progenitors  had  en- 
" joyed;  and  to  fettle  his  Majefly's  revenue:  that 
**  they  had  reafon  to  fear  his  Majefty's  own  concur- 
^  rence,  at  leaft  his  approbation,  in  this  defign, 
"  (which,  if  not  prevented,  muft  have  proved  fo  per- 
*^  nicious  and  fatal  to  the  kingdom),  for  that,  befides 
**  that  the  perfons  principally  engaged  in  it  were  of 
^^  the  neareft  truft  about  the  King  and  Queen,  they 
•^  bad  clear  proof,  that  a  paper  had  pafled  his  Majef- 
*'  ty's  perufal,  in  which  were  contained  many  iharp 
**  invedives  againft  the  Parliament  j  a  defire  that  they 
**  might  have  the  exercife  of  martial  law,  (the  mention 
•*  whereof  was  the  moft  unpopular  and  odious  thing 
*^  that  could  be  imagined),  and  an  offer  of  fervice  to 
•*  defend  his  Majefty's  perfon,  which  was  an  implica- 
*^  tion  as  if  it  had  been  in  danger :  and  that  this  paper 
•'  ihould  have  been  figned  by  all  the  officers  of  the 
**  army ;  for  their  better  encouragement  wherein,  the 
**  King  himfelf  had  written  a  C.  and  an  R.  as  a  tefti- 
•^  mony  that  he  approved  of  it/* 
This  difcourfe,  fo  methodically  and  confidently 

averred^ 
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averred,  made  a  ftrange  impreffion  (without  referving 
themfelves  till  the  evidence  fhoixld  be  produced)  iix 
the  minds  of  moft  men ;  who  believed,  that  fuch  par- 
ticulars could  never  have  been  with  that  folemnity  in. 
formed,  if  the  proofs  were  not  very  clear  5  and  ferved, 
not  only  to  blaft  whatfoever  was  moved  on  his  Ma- 
jefty*s  behalf,  but  to  difcbuntenance  what,  till  then, 
had  been  the  moft  popular  motion  that  could  be  made, 
which  was,  the  difbanding  both  armies,  and  the  Scots 
return  into  their  own  country.    For  the  better  ac- 300,0001. 
complifhment  whereof,  and  as  a  teftimony  of  their  Scots  for  a 
brotherly  afFe(5tions,  the  two  Houfes  had  frankly  and  bcfid^thciF 
bountifully  undertaken  **  to  give  them  a  gratuity  of  jJ^'JJ^^ 
"  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  over  and  above  the 
"  twenty- five  thoufand  pounds  the  month,  during  the 
'^  time  that  their  ftay  here  fhould  be  neceflary/* 

After  that  aft,  the  King  might  have  been  reafon* 
ably  awaked  from  any  extraordinary  confidence  in  the 
loyalty,  honour,  or  juftice,  of  both  Houfes.  And 
without  doubt,  when  pofterity  Ihall  recover  the  cou- 
rage, and  confcience,  and  the  old  honour  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  nation,  it  will  not  with  more  indignation  and 
blufhes  contemplate  any  aAion  of  this  feditious  and 
rebellious  age,  than  that  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  of 
England,  who  were  not  guilty  of  the  treafon,  fhould 
recompenfe  an  invafion  from  a  foreign  nation,  with 
whatever  eftablifhments  they  propofed  rn  their  own 
kingdom,  and  with  a  donative  of  three  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds,  over  and  above  all  charges,  out  of  the 
bowels  of  England ;  which  will  yet  appear  the  more 
prodigious,  when  it  ihall  be  confidered,  that  not  a 
fifth  part  of  thofe  who  were  acceflaries  to  that  infa- 
mous prodigality  were  either  favourers  of  their  ends, 
or  great  well-wifhers  to  their  nation. 

But 
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But  very  many  gave  themfelves  leave,  unfiiithfully, 
tt)  be  abfent  from  thofe  debates,  when  the  wealth  and 
honour  of  their  country  was  to  be  tranfplanted  into  a 
flrange  land ;  others  looked  upon  it  as  a  good  pur* 
chafe,  to  be  freed  of  the  payment  of  fourfcore  thou- 
fand  pounds  the  month,  (which  was  the  charge  of 
both  armies),  by  an  entire  fum  of  three  hundred  thou- 
iand  pounds ;  and  fome  pleafed  tliemfelves  with  an 
aifurance,  that  the  fcandal  and  unreafonablenefs  of 
^  the  fum  would  provoke  the  people  to  a  hatred  and 
revenge,  and  fo  that  the  brotherhood  would  not  be 
fupported,  but  deftroyed,  by  that  extravagant  bounty  : 
yet  thefe  were  only  Ihort  ejaculations  to  pleafe  tliem- 
felves for  the  time ;  for  many  of  thofe,  who  had  no 
other  reafon  to  confent  to  that  vaft  fum,  but  that  they 
might  be  rid  of  them,'were  fo  inflamed  and  tranfported 
with  the  tale  of  the  plot,  that  they  had  then  no  mind 
to  let  them  go ;  and  had  fo  far  fwallowed  and  digefled  an 
afTurance  that  it  was  true,  that  they  referved  no  dillin- 
guilhing  or  judging  faculties,  for  the  time  when  the 
evidence  and  proof  fhould  be  prefented  to  them. 

After  they  had  played  with  this  plot,  and  given  the 
Houfe  heats  and  colds,  by  applying  parts  of  it  to  them 
upon  emergent  occafions,  for  the  fpace  of  near  three 
months  ;  and  finding,  that  though  it  did  them  many 
notable  fervices,  in  advancing  their  own  reputations, 
and  calumniating  the  King's  honour,  yet,  that  it  had 
not  a  through  efFe6l  at  Court  for  their  preferment ; 
tliey  refolved  to  Ihew  all  their  ware,  and  to  produce 
the  whole  evidence  :  for  the  perfedling  whereof,  they 
had  ^*  a  late  mark  of  God*s  great  favour  towards 
*'  them,  in  his  furnifhing  them  with  evidence  for  the 
^*  complete  difcovery  of  the  whole  mifchief,  frgm  one 
**  that  was  a  principal  contriver  of  it/* 

We 
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We  faid  before,  that  upon  the  firft  motion  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  by  Mr.  Pym,  "  for  a  committee 
•*  of  examination,  and  for  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  that 
'^  he  would  grant  no  pafles  to  any  of  his  fervants  to  go 
^^  beyond  feas,"  fome  perfons,  of  near  relation  to  his 
tnift,  immediately  abfented  themfelves;  which  were 
Mr.  Peircy,  and  Mr,  Jermyn,  Now  the  latter  of  thefe,* 
without  interruption,  tranfported  himfclf  into  France ; 
but  Mr.  Peircy,  delaying  his  journey  upon  fome  occa- 
lions  of  his  own,  and  concealing  himfelf  in  fdme  ob* 
fcure  places  in  Suflex,  near  to  his  brother's  houfe,  was 
at  laft  difcovered ;  and  when  he  endeavoured  to  have 
cfcaped,  was  fet  upon  by  the  country  people,  and  with 
great  difficulty,  and  not  without  fome  hurt,  got  from 
them,  and  was  not  in  fome  months  again  heard  of. 

It  was  generally  believed  afterwards,  that  finding 
the  fea-ports  fliut,  and  watches  fet  for  his  apprehenfion 
in  all  thofe  places,  whereby  the  tranfporting  himfelf 
into  foreign  parts  was  very  difficult,  he  found  means 
to  return  to  London,  and  to  put  himfelf  into  his  bro- 
ther's proteAion ;  where  it  is  thought  he  was  har- 
boured, till  his  hurt  was  cured ;  the  ftridtnefs  of  the 
enquiry  over;  and  till  he  had  prepared  that  letter 
to  his  brother,  the  Earl  of  Northumberland,  which 
ferved,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  to  deftroy  all  his  compa- 
nions, and  furnifhed  the  committee  with  that  which 
they  called  "  a  double  evidence :"  for  they  had  no 
fooner  received  that  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Northum- 
berland, than  they  told  the  Houfe,  *^  they  were  now 
^'  ready  for  a  complete  difcovery  ;*'  and  thereupon  pro- 
duced the  evidence  of  Colonel  Goring,  and  the  letter 
from  Mr.  Peircy ;  both  which  agreed  upon  the  rela- 
tion, *'  of  a  meeting  at  Mr.  Peircy 's  chamber  ;  and  of 
^^  a  difcourfc  of  the  Parliament's  negledl  of  the  King's, 

"and 
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<*  and  favouring  the  Scottifh  army ;  the  taking  an 
"  oath  of  fecrecy  ;  and  fome  other  particulars :"  all 
which  had  been  pofitively  denied,  by  thofe  of  them 
that  were  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Mr. 
Wilmot,  Mr.  Aflxburnham,  and  Mn  Pollard,  upon 
their  examinations  upon  oath. 

*  It  will  hardly  be  believed  hereafter,  (but  that  the 
efFedls  of  fuch  impoftures  have  left  fuch  deep  marks), 
that  the  evidence  then  given  could,  in  fo  grave  and 
judging  an  aflembly,  as  a  high  court  of  Parliament, 
till  then,  had  always  been,  have  brought  the  leaft  pre- 
judice upon  the  King;  or,  indeed,  damage  to  any  per- 
fonaccufed:  there  being,  in  all  the  teftimonies  pro- 
duced, fo  little  Ihew  of  proof,  of  a  real  defign,  or  plot, 
to  bring  up  the  army  (which  was  the  chief  matter  al- 
leged) to  awe  the  Parliament,  that  in  truth  it  was  very 
evident,  there  was  no  plot  at  all ;  only  a  free  commu- 
nication between  perfons  (the  major  part  whereof 
were  of  the  Houfe)  ^*  of  the  ill  arts  that  were  gene- 
*'  rally  ufed  to  corrupt  the  afFeftions  of  the  people  ; 
*^  and  of  fome  expedient,  whereby,  in  that  fo  public 
^^  infeiSlion,  the  army'*  (in  which  they  had  all  conli« 
derable  command,  two  of  them  being  General  Offi- 
cers) ^'  might  be  preferved  from  being  wrought  upon 
^^  and  corrupted:"  in  which  difcourfe.  Colonel  Goring 
himfelf,  as  appeared  by  his  own  examination,  only 
propofed  wild  and  extravagant  overtures,  *^  of  bring- 
**  ing  up  the  army,  and  furpriling  the  Tower ;  which 
"  was,  by  all  the  reft,  with  manifeft  diflike,  rejected  : 
"  that  all  this  had  pafled  at  one  meeting,  in  which, 
"  they  who  met  were  fo  ill  fatisfied  in  one  another, 
"  that  they  never  would  come  together  again :  that, 
*«  when  the  bringing  up  the  army  to  London  was  once 
"  talked  of  before  the  King,  his  Majefty  would  not 

«  hear 
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'«  hear  of  it,  but  only  delired,  that  their  affedlions 
*^  might  be  kept  entire  for  his  fervice,  as  far  as  was 
"  coniiilent  with  the  laws  of  the  land,  which  were  in 
"  danger  to  be  invaded." 

Yet,  notwithftanding  that  all  this  appeared;  and 
that  this  was  all  that  did  appear,  (beiides  a  difcourfe 
of  a  petition;  for  the  petition  itfelf  they  would  not 
produce,  iigned  with  C.  R.  which  is  before  fet  down 
in  terms),  the  fpecious,  pofitive  narration  of  the  whole 
by  Mr.  Pym,  before  the  evidence  was  read ;  the  deny- 
ing what  was  now  proved,  and  confeffed  by  themfelves, 
by  Mr.  Wilmot,  Alhburnham,  and  Pollard,  upon  the 
former  examination ;  the  flight  of  Mr.  Jermyn,  and 
Mr.  Peircy,  and  fome  others ;  the  mention  of  fome 
claufes  in  the  petition  Iigned  with  C.  R. ;  and  fome 
envious,  dark  glances,  both  in  Mr.  Goring*s  exami- 
nation, and  Mr.  Peircy*s  letter,  at  the  King  and  Queen, 
as  if  they  knew  more  than  was  exprefled,  fo  tranf- 
ported  the  hearers,  (who  made  themfelves  judges  too), 
that,  taking  all  that  was  faid,  to  be  proved,  they  quick- 
ly voted,  *^  that  there  was  a  defign  to  bring  up  the 
^^  army  to  force  the  Parliament ;"  refolved  to  accufe  Mr. 
Jermyn  and  Mr.  Peircy  of  high  treafon  ;  committed 
the  three  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  feve- 
ral  prifons,  and  put  them  from  being  members,  that  in 
their  rooms  they  might  bring  in  three  more  fit  for 
their  fervice,  as  they  Ihortly  did ;  gave  Colonel  Goring 
public  thanks,  *'  for  prefcrving  the  kingdom,  and  the 
^*  liberties  of  Parliament  ;**  and  filled  the  people  with 
jealoufy  for  their  fecurity,  and  with  univerfal  acclama- 
tions of  their  great  wifdom  and  vigilancy.  So  that 
this  plot  ferved  to  produce  their  firft  proteftation  ; 
to  inflame  the  people  againfl:  the  Earl  of  Straflbrd, 

VOL.  !•  B  c  and 
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and  in  a  degree  to  compafs  their  ends  upon  that  great 
perfon,  as  hath  been  before  obfcrved ;  to  procure  the 
bill  for  the  continuance  of  this  Parliament^  the  foun- 
dation,  or  the  fountain,  of  all  the  public  calamities,  to 
hinder  and  crofs  all  overtures  made  for  the  revenue  of 
the  King,  and  to  leflen  the  general  reverence  and  duty 
to  both  their  Majefties  ;  to  continue  the  Scottifh 
army  within  the  kingdom,  and  confequently  to  hin* 
der  the  King's  from  being  diibanded ;  to  incenfe  both 
Houfes  againft  the  Bifhops,  as  if  the  deiign  had  been 
principally  for  their  proteAion,  (there  being  one  wit- 
nefs  who  faid,  ^^  he  had  been  told,  that  the  Clergy 
^  would  niife  and  pay  one  thoufand  horfe^  to  be  em* 
**  ployed  againft  the  Parliament"),  to  blaft  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  Earl  of  Newcaftle,  whofe  zeal  to  his  Ma* 
jefty's  fervice  was  moft  remarkable,  as  if  he  had  been 
to  have  commanded  the  army  ;  and  laftly,  to  advance 
their  own  credit  and  efiimadon  with  the  people,  as  if 
they  were  the  only  patriots,  that  intended  the  pre* 
fervation  of  religion,  law,  and  liberty. 

And  having  made  this  ufe  of  it,  (which  is  a  fuffi-- 
cient  argument  what  opinion  they  had  of  their  own  evi- 
dence), they  never  proceeded  againft  any  of  the  per- 
fons  who  were  in  their  power,  though  they  patiently 
attended  and  importuned  a  trial  above  a  year  after 
their  accufation :  for  they  well  knew,  there  muft  be 
then  a  more  exadl  and  fh:i(5i  weighing  of  the  proofs; 
and  that  the  perfons  accufed  would  not  only  vindi- 
cate themfelves  from  the  afperfions  which  were  laid 
upon  them,  but  could  recriminate  upon  the  principal 
profecutors  with  fuch  charges,  as  they  would  not  fo 
cafily  be  freed  from ;  and  this  was  the  reafon,  that, 
even  during  the  heat  and  noife  of  the  acculation^ 
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they  received  very  civil  offices,  vifits,  ahd  addrefles^ 
from  the  chief  of  thofe  who  were  tnifted  with  the 
profecution; 

The  fending  th&t  letter  of  Mr.  Peircy's  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  ;  or  rather,  the  procuring  that  letter  to 
be  writ,  (in  which  fuch  infinuations  were  made,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  King  and  Queen),  was  the  firft  vifible 
inftance  of  the  defe<ftion  of  the  Earl  of  Northumber- 
land from  his  Majefty's  fervice  j  which  wrought  fevc-^ 
ral  ill  efFedls  in  the  minds  of  many :  for,  as  the  Earl 
then  had  the  moll  efteemed  and  unblemilhed  reputa- 
tion, in  court  and  country,  of  any  perfon  of  his  rank 
throughout  the  kingdom  ;  fo  they  who  knew  him 
well,  difcerne^d,  that  the  greatnefs  of  that  reputation 
was  but  an  eiFeft  of  the  Angular  grace  and  favour 
Shewed  to  him  by  his  Majefly ;  who,  immediately 
upon  the  death  of  his  father,  had  taken  this  Earl  (being 
then  lefs  than  thirty  years  of  age)  into  his  immediate 
and  eminent  care;  firft  made  him  a  Privy- Counfellor  ; 
then  Knight  of  the  Order  of  the  Garter  j  then  (that 
he  might  fit  him  by  degrees  for  the  greateft  truft  and 
employments)  fent  him  Admiral  into  the  narrow  feas, 
of  a  royal  navy ;  and,  after  a  fummer  fpent  in  that 
exercife,  made  him  Lord  High  Admiral  of  England  ; 
and,  to  the  very  minute  of  which  we  fpeak,  profecut- 
ed  him  with  all  manner  and  demonftration  of  refpeft 
and  kindnefs;  and  (as  I  heard  his  Majefty  himfelf 
fay)  "  courted  him  as  his  miftrefs,  and  converfed 
**  with  him  as  his  friend,  without  the  leaft  interrup- 
^'  tion  or  intermifiion  of  any  poffible  fevour  and  kind- 
•'  nefs."  And  therefore  many,  who  obferved  this 
great  Earl  purchafe  this  opportunity  of  differving  the 
King,  at  the  price  of  his  brother's  honour,  and  of  his 
own  gratitude^  concluded,  that  he  had  fome  notable 
Mc^  temptation 
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temptation  in  confcience,  and  that  the  Court  was 
much  worfe  than  it  was  believed  to  be.  • 

The  truth  is,  that  after  his  brother's  being  accufed 
of  high  treafon  ;  and  then,  upon  his  hurt  in  Suflex, 
coming  diredlly  to  Northumberland-houfe  to  Ihelter 
himfelf ;  the  Earl  being  in  great  trouble  how  to  fend 
him  away  beyond  the  feas  after  his  wound  was  cured, 
advifed  with  a  confident  friend  then  in  power,  whofc 
afFedlion  to  him  he  doubted  not,  and  who,  innocently 
enough,  brought  Mr.  Pym  into  the  council,  who 
over-witted  them  both,  by  frankly  confenting,  "  that 
*«  Mr.  Peircy  fhould  cfcape  into  France,"  which  was 
all  the  care  the  Earl  had;  but  then  obliged  him, 
^^  firft  to  draw  fuch  a  letter  from  him,,  as  might  by 
"  the  party  be  applied  as  an  evidence  of  the  reality  of 
^^  the  plot,  after  he  was  efcaped  ;'*  and  in  this  manner 
the  letter  was  procured :  which  made  a  lafting  quarrel 
between  the  two  brothers  ;  and  made  the  Earl  more 
at  the  difpofal  of  thofe  perfons  whom  he  had  trufi^e4 
fo  far,  than  he  had  been  before. 

After  the  aft  for  the  continuance  of  the  Parlia* 
mcnt,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  took  much  more  upon 
them,  in  point  of  their  privileges,  than  they  had  done; 
and  more  undervalued  the  concurrence  of  the  Peers  ; 
though  that  a<ft  neither  added  any  thing  to,  nor  ex* 
tended  their  jurifdiftion  :  which  jurifdiftion  the  wif^ 
dom  of  former  times  kept  from  being  limited  or  de- 
fined, there  being  then  no  danger  of  excefs  ;  and  it 
being  much  more  agreeable  to  the  nature  of  the  fu* 
preme  court  to  have  an  unlimited  jurifdicftion.  But 
now  that  they  could  not  be  diflblved  without  their 
own  confent,  (the  apprehenfion  and  fear  whereof  had 
always  before  kept  them  within  fome  bounds  of  mo- 
dcfty),  they  called  any  power  they  pleafed  to  aiTume 

to 
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to  themfelves,  '^a  branch  of  their  privilege ;"  and  any 
oppofing  or  queftioning  that  power,  "  a  breach  of 
"  their  privileges  :  which  all  men  were  bound  to  de- 
^^  fend  by  their  late  proteftation ;  and  they  were  the 
^^  only  proper  judges  of  their  own  privileges." 

Hereupon,  they  called  whom  they  pleafed  Delin- 
quents ;  received  complaints  of  all  kinds,  and  com- 
mitted to  prifon  whom  they  pleafed :  which  had  been 
never  done,  nor  attempted,  before  this  Parliament ; 
except  in  fome  fuch  apparent  breach,  as  the  arrefting 
a  privileged  perfon,  or  the  like  :  and,  as  if  theirs  had 
fwallowed  up  all  other  privileges,  of  Peers,  and  the 
King  himfelf,  upon  the  Lords  rejedling  a  Bill  fent  up 
to  them,  "  to  compel  all  perfons"  (without  diftinftion 
of  quality,  and  without  diftindlion   of  punifliment 
or  proceeding,  upon  their  refufal)  *^  to  take  the  late 
"  proteftation ;"  and  two  Lords  of  great  credit  (the 
Earl  of  Southampton,  and  the  Lord  Roberts)  having 
refufed  to  take  the  fame ;  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in 
great  fury,  and  with  many  expreffions  of  contempt, 
by  a  vote  declared,  "  that  the  proteftation  made  by 
"  them  was  fit  to  be  taken  by  every  perfon^  that  was 
'*  well  affedled  in  religion,  and  to  the  good  of  the 
*•  commonwealth ;    and  therefore,  that  what  perfon 
^*  foevcr  Ihould  not  take  the  proteftation,  was  unfit  to 
*'  bear  office  in  the  church  or  commonwealth  ;'*  and 
directed  farther,  "  that  that  vote  Ihould  be  printed, 
'^  and  that  the  Knights  and  BurgefTes  Ihould  fend 
**  down  copies  of  it  to  the  feveral  places  for  which 
**  they  ferved  :"    which  was  the  moft  unparalleled 
breach  of  privilege,  and  the  higheft  and  moft  infolent 
affront  to  the  Lords,  to  the  King,  and  to  the  juftice 
of  the  kingdom,  and  the  moft  deftrudlive  to  parlia- 
ments, that  any  age  had  been  guilty  of.    And  yet, 
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when  fome  of  the  Peers  nobly  refented  it,  on  the  be* 
half  of  the  peerage,  and  the  liberty  of  the  fubjed,  and 
preiled  refolutely  for  reparation,  means  was  found  out 
to  engage  the  King  to  interpofe  his  royal  mediation 
with  thofe  Lords,  to  the  end  they  might  quietly  pa£i 
by  that  public  violation  and  indignity,  without  fiir- 
ther  infifting  on  it. 

All  this  time  the  two  armies  were  continued  at  z 
vaft  charge,  many  men  whifpering  (but  fo  that  it 
might  be  fpoken  of)  ^^  that  the  Scots  would  not  retire 
^^  till  the  bill  ^ainA  Epifcopacy  was  pafled  f  *  where-r 
upon  the  King  fent  them  word,  about  the  beginning 
of  July,  ^'  that  he  deiired  all  fpeed  might  be  ufed  for 
*'  the  difbanding  both  armies ;   for  the  better  and 
^^  more  orderly  doing  whereof,  he  had  conftituted  the 
**  Earl  of  Holland  General  of  his  army,'*  (the  Earl  of 
Northumberland,   by  reafon  of  his  indifpofition  in 
health,  or  fome  other  reafon,  haying  laid  down  his 
commifiion),  ^^  and  intended  forthwith  to  fend  him 
*^  down  thither  :  that  his  Majefty  himfelf,  according 
^^  to  a  former  refolution,  and  promife  made  to  his  fub- 
'^jeAs  of  Scotland,  meant  to  vifit  that  his  native 
^*  kingdom,  for  the  better  perfefting  the  peace  there  ; 
^*  and  appointed  the  day  (about  fourteen  days  after) 
**  he  refolved  to  begin  his  progrefs ;  and  therefore 
^*  wifhed  them,  againft  that  time,  to  prepare  and  finifh 
^'  any  fuch  afts,  as  they  deiired  might  receive  his 
*'  Majefty's  approbation,  for  the  good  of  the  king- 
^*  dom,  if  there  yet  remained  any  thing  to  be  aiked  of 
^^  him/*     Notwithftanding  which  meilage,  they  fpent 
moft  of  their  time  upon  the  bill  for  extirpation  of 
Biihops,  Deans,  and  Chapters  ;  without  either  finiih- 
ing  the  aft  of  pacification  between  the  two  nations,  or 
giving  order  for  the  difbanding  the  army,. 

It 
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It  was  wondered  at  by  many,  and  fare  was  a  great 
misfortune  to  the  King,  that  he  chofe  not  rather  at 
that  time  (though  the  bulinefs  was  only  to  dilband) 
to  conftitute  the  Earl  of  Eflex  General  of  his  army, 
than  the  Earl  of  Holland  j  for  (belides  that  it  would 
have  been  an  a<Sl  of  much  more  grace  and  fatisfacftion 
to  the  people,  and  to  the  foldiery)  his  Majefty  having 
lately  given  him  fo  great  an  earneft  of  his  truft,  as  the 
making  him  Chamberlain  of  his  houfe,  he  ought  in 
policy  to  have  purfued  that  work,  by  any  feafonable 
accumulation  of  favour,  till  he  had  made  him  his  per- 
feft  creature  ;  which  had  been  very  eafy,  if  Ikilfully 
attempted  :  for  his  pride  and  ambition,  which  were 
not  accompanied  with  any  habit  of  ill  nature,  were 
very  capable  of  obligations ;  and  he  had  a  faithfulnefs 
and  conftancy  in  his  nature,  which  had  kept  him  al- 
ways religious  in  matter  of  truft :  then,  he  was  almoft 
a  declared  enemy  to  the  Scottifh  nation,  and  would 
have  been  very  punctual  in  all  formalities  and  decen- 
cies, which  had  any  relation  to  his  Matter's  honour,  or 
the  honour  of  the  nation.  In  a  word,  he  might  have 
been  impofed  upon  in  his  underftanding,  but  could 
not  have  been  corrupted  by  hopes  or  fears  of  what  the 
two  Houfes  could  have  done  to  him ;  and  was  thenf 
more  the  idol  of  the  people,  than  in  truth  the  idolater 
of  them. 

Whereas,  by  making  the  Earl  of  Holland  General, 
his  Majefty  much  difobliged  the  other,  who  expedled 
it,  and  to  whom  it  had  been  in  a  manner  offered ;  and 
made  him  apprehend  fome  diftruft  iix  the  King  to- 
wards him ;  and  that  his  former  ^our  in  his  office 
had  been  conferred  on  him,  rather  becaufe  no  man 
elfe  had  been  able  to  bear  the  envy  of  difplacing  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke^  than  that  his  own  merit  and  lervice 
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was  valued.  Befides,  the  Earl  of  Holland,  upon  whom 
he  conferred  that  honour,  had  formerly  difappointed 
him,  and  often  incurred  his  difplcafure,  and  wore 
fome  marks  of  it ;  and  was  of  no  other  intereft  or  re- 
putation with  the  party  which  could  do  mifchief,  than 
as  a  perfon  obnoxious  to  them,  in  the  mifexecuting 
his  great  and  terrible  office  of  Chief  Juftice  in  Eyre, 
by  which  he  had  vexed  and  opprefled  moft  counties 
in  England,  and  the  moft  conliderable  perfons  in  thofe 
counties ;  and  in  other  particulars ;  that  they  knew 
he  durft  not  offend  them,  and  would  purchafe  their 
protedlion  and  good  opinion  at  any  price :  as  it  fell 
out ;  for  within  few  days  after  the  King  was  gone 
through  that  army,  in  his  way  to  Scotland,  the  Earl 
wrote  a  letter,  which  was  communicated  to  both 
Houfes,  in  which  he  myftically  expreffed  ^*  fome  new 
"  defign  to  have  been  fet  on  foot  for  corrupting  the 
^*  army  j"  for  which  there  was  never  after  the  leaft 
colour  given;  but  ferved  then  to  heighten  the  old 
jealouiies,  and  to  befpeak  a  mifunderftanding  for 
whatfoever  <^  aid  be  propofed  on  his  Majefty's  be- 
half during  his  abfence. 

'  Men  now  believed,  that  they  would  be  very  for- 
ward in  difmiffing  the  Scottilh  army,  and  dift>anding 
the  other,  which  coft  the  kingdom  fo  vaft  a  fum  of 
money  every  month ;  and  they  had  already  voted  a 
brotherly  affiftance  to  the  Scots  of  three  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  for  the  fervice  they  had  performed ; 
and  an  aA  was  already  prepared  for  the  raifing  the 
fum :  but  they  had  yet  no  mind  to  part  with  their 
beloved  brethren. 

The  Commiffioners  who  treated  with  the  Scots  had 
agreed,  "  that  the  King  fliould  be  prefent  in  his  Par- 
^'  liament  in  Edinburgh,  by  fuch  a  day  in  July,  to 

"pais 
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*'  pafs  the  aft  for  pacification  between  the  two  king- 
^*  doms,  and  fuch  other  afts  as  his  Parliament  there 
^*  ihould  propofe  to  him  ;*'  and  his  Majefly  prepared 
to  begin  his  progrefs,  foon  enough  to  be  in  Scotland 
by  the  time ;  and  they  refolved  on  all  fides,  **  that 
**  the  one  army  fhould  be  drawn  out  of  the  kingdom, 
"  and  the  other  totally  difbanded,  before  the  King 
*^  fhould  arrive  in  the  northern  parts»  for  many  rea- 
"  fons."  As  they  had  loft  all  confidence  in  the  af- 
fections of  the  Englilh  army,  fo  there  were  many 
jealoufies  arifen  among  the  Scots,  both  in  their  army, 
and  amongft  their  greateft  counfellors  :  notwithftand- 
ing  all  which,  inftead  of  making  hafte  to  the  difband- 
ing,  they  publifhed  much  jealoufy  and  dilTatisfaftion 
to  remain  with  them  of  the  Court ;  *'  there  were  fome 
"  evil  counfellors  ftill  about  the  King,  who  obftrudl- 
^^  ed  many  gracious  adls,  which  would  otherwife  flow 
^*  from  his  goodnefs  and  bounty  towards  his  people ; 
^^  and  made  ill  impreflions  in  him  of  the  Parliament 
**  iffelf,  and  its  proceedings."  * 

Their  defign  was  to  remove  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
from  the  King,  both  becaufe  they  had  a  mind  to  have 
his  office  of  Warden  of  the  Cinque-Ports  from  him, 
that  it  might  be  conferred  on  the  Earl  of  Warwick ; 
and  as  he  was  almoft  the  only  man  of  great  quality 
and  confideration  about  the  King,  who  did  not  in  the 
leaft  degree  ftoop,  or  make  court  to  them,  but  crofled 
them  boldly  in  the  Houfe  ;  and  all  other  ways  pur- 
fued  his  Mafter*s  fervice  with  his  utmoft  vigour  and 
intentnefs  of  mind :  they  could  not  charge  him  with 
any  thing  like  a  crime,  and  therefore  only  intended 
by  fome  vote  to  brand  him,  and  make  him  odious ; 
by  which  they  prefumed,  they  ihould  at  laft  make 
him  willing  to  ranfom  himfelf  by  quitting  that  office  : 

for 
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for  which  there  was  forae  underhand  treaty,  by  per^* 
.  fons  who  were  folicitous  to  prevent  farther  inconve- 
niences i  and,  as  they  found  any  thing  like  to  fucceed 
in  that,  they  flackened  or  advanced  their  difcourfe  of 
evil  counfellors* 

One  day  they  were  very  warm  upon  the  argument^ 
jind  had  a  purpofe  to  have  named  him  direftly,  which 
they  had  hitherto  forborne  to  do,  when  Mr.  Hyde 
ftood  up,  and  faid,  ^*  He  did  really  believe  that  there 
*^  yet  remained  fome  evil  counfellors,  who  did  much 
^*  harm  about  the  King ;  and  that  it  would  be  much 
^^  better  to  name  them,  than  to  amufe  the  Houfe  fo 
^^  often  with  the  general  mention  of  them,  as  if  we 
^^  were  afraid  to  natpe  them :"  he  propofed,  *^  that  there 
^^  might  be  a  day  appointed,  on  which,  upon  due 
^^  refledions  upon  thofe  who  had  been  moft  notorious 
^^  in  doing  mifchief  to  the  public,  we  might  moft 
^^  probably  find,  who  they  were  who  trod  ftill  in  the 
^^  fame  paths,  and  might  name  them  accordingly ; 
^^  and  that  for  his  part,  if  a  day  were  appointed  for 
^^that  difcovery,  he  would  be  ready  to  name  one, 
^^  who,  by  all  the  marks  we  could  judge  by,  and  by 
^*  his  former  courfe  of  life,  might  very  reafonably  be 
*^  believed  to  be  an  evil  counfellor." 

They  were  exceedingly  apprehenlive  that  he  meant 
the  Marquis  of  Hamilton,  (who,  for  the  reafons  afore- 
faid,  was  very  dear  to  them),  and  thenceforward, 
though  they  defifted  not  from  profecuting  the  Duke, 
till  at  laft  they  had  compelled  him  to  quit  the  Cinque- 
Ports  to  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  they  no  more  ui^ed 
the  difcovery  of  evil  counfellors.  And  all  the  fwni* 
liar  friends  of  Mr.  Hyde  were  importuned  to  move 
him,  *^not  to  endeavour  to  do  any  prejudice  to  the 
*^  Marquis  of  Hamilton  i'  and  even  the  K^ing  himfelf 
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was  prevailed  with  to  fend  to  him  to  that  purpofe :  fo 
induftrious  was  that  people  to  preferve  thofe  whom 
for  private  ends  they  defired  to  preferve,  as  well  as  to 
deftroy  thofe  who  they  defired  Ihould  be  deftroyed. 

When  every  body  expefted  that  nothing  Ihould  be  sir  Edward 
mentioned  in  the  Houfe  but  the  difpatch  of  the  treaty  ti^",Vx- 
of  the  pacification,  by  the  CommiflSoners  of  both  £pPf^jJ|^| 
fides;  which  was  the  only  obfl:ru<ftion  to  the  difchargc |^^»^^^^y^ 
of  the  armies,  and  which  could  be  done  in  two  days,  of  Com- 
if  they  purfued  it;^  they  called  in  a  morning  ^*  forcommittcO. 
**  the  bill"  (that  had  fo  long  before  been  brought  in 
by  Sir  Edward  Deering)  "  for  the  extirpation  of  Epi- 
*'  fcopacy,"  and  gave  it  a  fecond  reading ;  and  re- 
folved,  "  that  it  Ihould  be  committed  to  a  committee 
^^  of  the  whole  Houfe,  and  that  it  ihould  b6  proceed- 
^^  ed  upon  the  next  morning."    It  was  a  very  long 
debate  the  next  morning,  after  the  Speaker  had  left 
the  chair,  who  fhould  be  in  the  chair  for  the  com- 
mittee ;  they  who  wilhed  well  to  the  bill  having  re- 
iblved  "  to  put  Mr.  Hyde  into  the  chair,  that  he 
^V  might  not  give  them  trouble  by  frequent  fpeaking, 
«*  and  fo  too  much  obfl^rudt  the  expediting  the  bill ;" 
they  who  were  againft  the  bill  prcfled  and  called 
loud  to  Mr.  Crew  to  be  in  the  chair  :  but  in  conclu- 
fion,  Mr.  Hyde  was  commanded  to  the  chair ;  they 
who  were  enemies  to  the  bill  being  divided  in  opinion^ 
many  believing,  that  he  would  obftrudk  the  bill  more  *" 
in  that  place,  than  if  he  remained  at  liberty;  and  they 
found  it  to  be  true. 

The  firft  day  the  committee  fate  ftdl  feven  hours, 

and  determined,    ^^  that  every  day,  as  foon  as  the 

*^  Hotife  was  refumed,  the  chairman  Ihould  report  the 

^'  fevcral  votes  of  that  day  to  the  Houfe,  which 

**  fhould  determine  them  before  it  rofe  ;*'  which  was 

without 
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without  any  precedent,  and  very  prejudicial  to  the 
grave  tranfaflion  of  the  bulinefs  :  for,  befides  that  it 
was  a  prejudging  the  Hbufe  in  its  judgment,  who, 
upon  report  of  the  committee,  fhould  have  regard  to 
the  whole  bill  in  the  amendments  made  by  them, 
which  they  were  precluded  from,  by  having  confirm- 
ed the  feveral  days'  votes ;  it  was  fo  late  every  day 
before  the  Houfe  was  refumed,  (the  Speaker  com- 
monly leaving  the  chair  about  nine  of  the  clock,  and 
never  refuming  it  till  four  in  the  afternoon),  that  it 
was  very  thin ;  they  only,  who  profecuted  the  bill 
with  impatience,  remaining  in  the  Houfe,  and  the 
others,  who  abhorred  it,  growing  weary  of  fo  tirefome 
An  attendance,  left  the  Houfe  at  dinner-time,  and  af- 
terwards followed  their  pleafures :  fo  that  the  Lord 
Falkland  was  wont  to  fay,  "  that  they  who  hated 
^*  biihops,  hated  them  worfe  than  the  devil ;  and  that 
**  they  who  loved  them,  did  not  love  them  fo  well  as 
^  their  dinner." 

However,  the  chairman  gave  fome  ftop  to  their 
hafte  ;  for,  befides  that  at  the  end  of  his  report  every 
day  to  the  Houfe,  before  the  Houfe  put  the  queftion 
for  the  concurrence  in  the  votes,  he  always  enlarged 
himfelf  againil. every  one  of  them,  and  fo  fpent  them 
much  time;  when  they  were  in  the  heat  and  paffion 
of  the  debate,  they  oftentimes  were  entangled  in  their 
queftions  ;  fo  that  when  he  reported  to  the  Houfe  the 
woi:k  of  the  day,  he  did  frequently  report  two  or 
three  votes  dire<ftly  contrary  to  each  other,  which,  in 
the  heat  of  their  debate,  they  had  unawares  run  into. 
And  after  near  twenty  days  fpent  in  that  manner,  they 
found  themfelve^  very  little  advanced  towards  a  con- 
clufien,  and  that  they  muft  review  all  that  they  had 
done ;  and  the  King  being  refolved  to  begin  his  jour-> 

ney 
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ney  for  Scotland,  they  were  forced  to  difcontinueTh«tJ" 
their  beloved  bill,  and  let  it  reft ;  Sir  Arthur  Hafle- 
rig  declaring  in  the  Houfe,  **  that  he  would  never 
*^  hereafter  put  an  enemy  into  the  chair  :*'  nor  had 
they  ever  after  the  courage  to  refume  the  conlidera- 
tion  of  the  bill,  till  after  the  war  was  entered  into. 

The  time  being  come,  within  two  or  three  days, 
(according  to  his  former  declaration),  for  the  King's 
journey  into  Scotland,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  thought 
it  time  to  lay  afide  their  difputes  upon  the  Church, 
which  every  day  grew  more  involved,  and  to  intend 
the  perfeAing  the  a<5t  of  pacification,  and  the  order 
for  diibanding ;  both  which  were  thought  neceflary 
to  be  difpatched,  before  his  Majefty  fhould  begin  his 
progrefs  ;  and  might  have  been  long  fince  done.  Ort 
a  fudden,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  grew  into  a  per- 
plexed debate,  concerning  the  King's  journey  into 
Scotland,  (which  had  been  long  before  known,  and 
folemnly  promifed  by  his  Majefty  to  the  Conunif- 
iioners  of  Scotland ;  where  preparation  was  made  for 
his  reception,  and  the  Parliament  fummoned  there 
accordingly),  and  expreffed  many  dark  and  doubtful 
appreheniions  of  his  fafety ;  not  without  fome  glances, 
*^  that  if  his  Majefty  were  once  with  his  army,  he 
*^  might  poffibly  enter  upon  new  counfels,  before  he 
^  confented  to  difl)and  it ;"  and  in  the  end  concluded, 
*'  to  defire  the  Lords  to  join  with  them  in  a  requeft 
**  to  the  King,  to  defer  his  journey  into  Scotland,  till 
*^  the  a6k  of  pacification  was'  pafled,  the  armies  dif- 
**  banded,  and  till  fuch  other  afts  were  prepared,  as 
^^  fhould  be  thought  neceflary  for  the  good  of  the 
*^  kingdom  ;"  without  mentioning  any  time,  againft 
which  thofe  things  fhould  be  ready :  which,  though  it 
was  an  unrcafonable  requeft,  yet,  moft  men  having  no 

mind 
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mind  thfe  King  fhould  go  into  Scotland,  it  was  coft- 
fented  to  by  both  Houfes ;  and  thereupon  an  addrefs 
was  made  to  his  Majefty  to  that  purpofe  :  who  re- 
turned his  anf\^cr,  "  that  he  was  forry,  the  Houfes^ 
*^  having  had  fo  long  notice  of  his  intentions  for  that 
*^  journey,  (which  could  not  but  appear  very  reafona- 
**  ble  to  them)^  had  negle6led  to  prepare  all  fuch 
^^  things,  as  were  lieceflary  to  be  difpatched  by  him 
^^  before  he  went ;  that,  though  his  prefence  in  Scot- 
'^  land  was  depended  upon  by  fuch  a  day^  and  the  dii^ 
**  appointment  might  beget  fome  prejudice  to  him, 
^^  yet,  he  was  content  to  (atisfy  their  defires  fo  fisur,  a» 
*^  to  defer  his  journey  for  fourteen  days;  within  which 
**  time  they  might  make  all  things  ready  that  were  of 
*^  importance,  and  beyond  which  time  it  would  not  be 
*^  poffible  for  him  to  make  any  flray/' 

This  time  being  gotten,  they  proceeded  but  flowly 
in  the  direAions  for  difbanding,  (though  the  Earl  of 
Holland  was  gone  down  to  the  army),  or  in  the  a<S^  of 
the  pacification ;  but  continued  their  mention  "  of 
^'  fears  and  jealouiies  of  the  peace  of  the  kingidom ; 
'^  of  an  invafion  from  foreign  parts  ;  and  an  infurrec- 
'^  tion  of  the  Papifts  in  England :  againftall  which,  they 
*^  faid,  there  was  not  yet  fufiicient  provifion,  by  the 
*^  laws  and  conftitution  of  the  kingdom/*  And  there-' 
Sir  Arthur  fore  One  day.  Sir  Arthur  Haflerig  (who,  as  was  faid 
prefen  a  before,  was  ufed  by  that  party,  like  the  dove  out  of 
tiingThc'"  the  ark,  to  try  what  footing  there  was)  preferred  a 
bill  *^  for  the  fettling  the  militia  of  the  kingdom,  both 
^^  by  fea  and  land,  in  fuch  perfons  as  they  fhould  no- 
•^  minate  5"  with  aU  thofe  powers  and  jurifdi6tions, 
which  have  been  fince  granted  to  the  Earl  of  Eflex, 
or  Sir  Thcnnas  Fairfax,  by  land,  or  to  the  Earl  of 
Warwick,  by  fea.    There  were  in  the  bill  no  names, 

but 
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but  blanks  to  receive  them^  when  the  matter  fhould 
be  palTed ;  though  men  were  aiTured^  that  the  Earl  of 
Efiex  was  their  confident  by  land^  and  the  Earl  of 
Northumberland  by  fea :  and  yet  the  inclination  to 
the  Earl  of  Warwick  would  have  begot  fome  diftur- 
jbande,  if  the  matter  had  come  then  to  be  prefled* 

When  the  title  of  this  bill  was  read,  it  gave  fo  g^-^s^nJ?" 
2ieral  an  offence  to  the  Houfe,  that  it  feemed  inclined  John  f©. 

Gonds  It* 

to  throw  it  out,  without  fuffering  it  to  be  read ;  not 

without  fome  reproach  to  the  perfon  that  brought  it 

in,  ^^  as  a  matter  of  fedition/'  till  Mr.  Saint-John, 

the  King*s  Solicitor,  rofe  up,  and  fpoke  to  it,  and 

(having,  in  truth,  himfelf  drawn  the  bill)  faid,  *^  he 

^<  thought  that  paffion  and  diflike  very  unfeafonable^ 

**  before  the  bill  was  read ;  that  it  was  the  higheft 

^  privilege  of  every  member,  that  he  might  propofe 

^  any  law,  or  make  any  motion,  which,  in  his  con- 

^  fcience,  he  thought  advantageous  for  the  kingdom, 

'^  or  the  place  for  which  he  ferved.    As  for  the  mat- 

**  tcr,  which  by  the  title  that  bill  feemed  to  compre- 

•*  hend,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  fomewhat  was  necef- 

*^  fary  to  be  done  in  it ;  for  he  was  fure,  that  fuch 

V  power,  as  might  be  neccflary  for  the  fecurity  of  the 

^  kingdom,  over  the  militia,  was  not  yet  by  law  veftcd 

*^  in  any  perfon ;  or  in  the  Crown  itfelf :  that  they  had 

«^  lately  by  their  votes  blafted  and  condemned  the 

'^  power  6f  Lords  Lieutenants,  and  their  Deputies, 

•^  which  had  been  long  exercifed,  and  fubmitted  to  ^y 

•*  the  people  ;  that,  fince  that  was  determined,  it  was 

^^  neceflary  to  fubilitute  fuch  in  their  room,  as  might 

^^  be  able  to  fupprefs  any  infurrecSlion,  or  refill  any 

•*  invafion  :  and  therefore,  that  it  was  fit  to  hear  the 

^'  bill  read;  and  if  any  fitting  expedient  was  propofed 

^'  in  it  to  that  purpofe,  to  embrace  it  3  otherwife,  to 

''  think 
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more. 


"  think  of  a  better.  For  the  nomination  of  perfoAs, 
**  it  would  not  be  feafonable  to  fpeak  of  it,  till  the 
"  power  and  jurifdidlion  were  firft  fettled  and  con- 
"  ftituted ;  and  then,  if  it  feemed  too  great  for  any 
"  fubjeft,  it  might  be  devolved  upon  the  Crown  ; 
^*  which  yet  was  not  fufficiently  poflefled  of  a  legal 
"  power  to  the  purpofes  aforefaid.'* 
The  bin  Upon  this  difcourfe,  by  a  perfon  of  the  King's 
and  no  fwom  Couucil,  the  bill  was  read  ;  but  with  fo  univer- 
fal  a  diflike,  that  it  was  never  called  Upon  the  fecond 
time,  but  flept,  till  long  after  the  matter  of  it  was  di- 
gefted  in  ordinances. 

The  peremptory  day  again  drawing  very  near,  for 
the  King's  journey  into  Scotland,  and  very  little  done 
towards  the  public,  fince  the  time  they  had  prevailed 
with  his  Maj^fty  to  fufpend  it,  on  a  Saturday  in  the 
afternoon  (the  progrefs  being  to  begin  on  Monday) 
they  again  fell  into  violent  paffion  againft  the  King's 
going  into  Scotland :  the  which  they  thought  of  fo 
great  importance  to  be  hindered,  that  they  refolved 
(and  prevailed  with  the  Lords  to  do  the  like)  to  lit 
the  next  day,  being  Sunday  ;  which  had  fcarce  ever 
before  been  known,  fince  the  firft  inftitution  of  Par- 
liaments ;  and  which  they  thought  fit  to  excufe  by  a 
Ihort  declaration,  that  the  people  might  not  be  there- 
by encouraged  to  profane  the  Sabbath. 

When  they  found  the  King  conftant  to  his  former 
refolurion,  and  that  all  they  could  allege  could  pre- 
vail no  farther  with  him,  than,  whereas  he  intended 
to  go  on  Monday  after  dinner,  to  ftay  till  Tuefday 
morning,  they  very  earneftly  propofed,  "  that  he 
**  would  leave  a  commiffion  with  fome  perfons,  to 
*^  pafs  fuch  afts  as  Ihould  be  prepared  and  pafs  both 
"  Hpufes  in  his  abfence ;  and  to  make  a  Cu/los  Regni^ 

«*  to 
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•*  to  fupply  the  place  of  Government  till  his  return  :'* 
with  many  other  extravagancies,  which  themfelves 
underftood  not.     But  when  they  found  that  no  fuch 
ccmmilfion  could  be  legally  granted,  to  confent  to 
any  adls  that  were  not  confented  to  by  both  Houfes 
at  the  date  of  the  commiflion  ;    and  that  both  the 
perfon  and  the  power  of  a  Cvftos  Regm  would  be  duly 
weighed,  and  would  take  up  much  confideration,  if 
the  King  were  willing  to  fatisfy  them ;  they  were  con- 
tented with  a  commiffion  to  the  Earl  of  Eifex,  of 
Lieutenant-General  on  that  fide  Trent:    which  his 
Majefty  having  granted;   and  confirmed  the  aA  ofxheaaof 
pacification  between  the  two  kingdoms,  (which  inb^i^g^^lff? 
great  hafte  was  tranlaAed  in  both  Houfes,  as  if  it  had^'^^^  .^^ 
been  only  matter  of  form),  he  took  his  journey  from^»sJ^^^™y 
London  towards  Scotland  toward  the  middle  of  Au-  Scotland. 
guft,  leaving  both  Houfes  fitting  at  Wefl:minfter. 

The  unexpeded  paflion  and  importunity  to  hinder 
his  Majefty's  journey  into  Scotland  was  not  v^ell  un- 
derfl:ood ;  and  the  lefs,  for  that  the  governing  party 
was  divided  upon  if:  fome  of  them,  with  trouble 
equal  to  what  they  had  at  any  time  exprefled,  infifl:- 
ing  upon  his  not  ]going ;  others  alleging,  "  that  his 
^^  Majefiy  was  fo  far  engi^ed  in  it,  that  he  could  not 
**  in  honour  recede  from  it :"  whilfl:  the  Scottifh 
Commifiioners,  who  were  often  appealed  and  referred 
to  in  the  debate,  anfwercd  fo  myfterioufly,  as  argued 
rather  a  conveniency,  and  expectation  of  the  journey 
itfclf,  than  any  necefliity  in  point  of  time.  Neither 
was  the  ground  of  his  Majefty's  fo  pofitive  and  unal- 
terable refolution  of  going  thither,  fufl[iciently  clear 
to  ftanders  by ;  who  thought  he  might  have  tranfadl- 
ed  the  bufinefs  of  that  kingdom  (where  he  could  not 
reafonably  expedl  any  great  reverence  to  his  perfon) 

VOL.  I.  p  f  better 
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better  at  a  diflance ;  and  that  his  prefence  might  be 
more  necefiary  in  this. 

But,  as  his  Majefty's  impatiency  to  fee  both  ar- 
mies diibanded,  and  this  kingdom  freed  from  the  in- 
vafion,  (both  which  he  heartily  defired),  and  his  defirc 
to  refrefh  himfelf,  from  the  vexation  which  the  two 
Houfes,  or  one  of  them,  or  fome  in  one  of  them, 
daily  gave  him  ;  hurried  him  to  that  expedition^ 
without  well  weighing  and  preparing  how  to  comport 
himfelf  through  it :  fo,  no  doubt,  that  oppofition,  and 
inftance  againft  it  (befides  the  continued  defire  they 
had  to  remove  the  King  from  any  fixed  refolution) 
was  defigned  partly,  to  procure  an  excufe  for  the  hafty 
pailing  the  bill  of  pacification  ;  which  they  had  pur- 
pofely  retarded  (forefeeing  there  were  many  particu- 
lars in  it,  that,  if  weighed,  would  never  have  been 
confented  to)  till  they  might  be  fo  ftraitened  in  time, 
that  whofoever  obje6led  againft  what  was  offered, 
might  feem  to  hinder  the  difbanding,  and  to  nc- 
celJitate  the  King's  longer  flay  :  but  principally  they 
hoped,  that  his  Majefty,  rather  than  defer  his  jour- 
ney, on  which  he  was  refolved,  would  confent  to  any 
unreafonable  qualifying  fuch  perfons  whom  they 
fhould  name,  with  power  in  his  abfencc  ;  and  more- 
over probably  there  was  fome  real  jcaloufy  of  the 
Scots  at  that  time,  and  between  the  Scottifh  commif- 
lioners  themfelves,  (as  was  conceived  by  fome),  by 
reafon  of  great  addrefTes  made  to  the  King  by  the  Earl 
of  Rothes,  the  principal  and  governing  perfon  of  that 
nation,  and  fome  infinuation  of  favour  from  his  Ma- 
jefty to  him ;  fo  that  they  did  in  earneft  defire  to 
put  off  that  journey,  for  fear  of  difturbance  there. 

The  truth  is,  the  King  was  well  fatisfied  with  the 
promifes  made  to  him  by  that  Earl  j  who  defired  to 

live 
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live  in  this  Court,  and  was  to  have  been  Ihortly  made 
Gentleman  of  the  Bedchamber,  and  was  in  hope  to 
marry  a  great  and  wealthy  lady  :  and  it  is  certain,  the 
King  expeAed,  by  his  help  and  intereft,  to  have  found 
fuch  a  party  in  Scotland,  as  would  have  been  more 
tender  of  his  honour  than  they  after  exprefled  them- 
felves  i  and  did  always  impute  the  failing  thereof  to 
the  abfence  of  that  Earl,  who  being  fick  at  the  King's 
going  from  London,  within  fix  weeks  after  died.  But 
others  believed,  he  had  been  fo  far  guilty  of  what  had 
been  done  amifs,  that  he  would  neither  have  been 
able  nor  willing  to  preferve  the  foundation  of  that 
power,  which  might  hardly  have  forgotten  by  vhat 
means  it  had  been  opprefled. 

I  muft  not  omit  here,  the  difbanding  another  army.  The  inm 
about  the  fame  time  ;  the  circumftances  whereof  were  blndcd* 
very  remarkable,  and  the  caufe  of  much  trouble  that 
cnfued.  The  King  perceiving  that  he  was  not  now 
like  to  have  any  ufe  of  the  new  army  in  Ireland ;  at 
leaft  not  that  ufe  for  which  it  was  raifed,  (which  was, 
to  have  vifited  Scotland),  and  finding  often  mention, 
cnvioufly  and  malicioufly,  made  of  that  army  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons;  and  having  from  thence  (by  the 
advice  of  the  Committee  for  Ireland)  received  fome 
addreifes  for  that  purpofe  ;  refolved  to  difband  them; 
and,  to  that  end,  fignified  his  pleafure  to  the  Lords 
Juftices  of  Ireland,  and  to  the  Earl  of  Ormond,  his 
Lieutenant-General  of  that  army;  direAing  withal 
(according  to  the  laft  advice  he  had  received  froni 
the  Earl  of  Strafford)  "  that  any  officers  of  the  army 
*'  Ihould  have  free  leave  to  tranfport  what  men  they 
**  could  get  of  that  army,  for  the  fervice  of  any  prince 
*'  in  amity  with  this  Crown  :**  and  fhortly  after,  upon 
the  earneft  defire  of  Don  Alonfo  de  Cardenas,  ambaf- 

F  f  2  fador 


about  this 
time. 


4^6  THE  HISTORY  Book  HI. 

fador  from  the  King  of  Spain,  his  Majefty  confented, 
that  four  thoufand  foldiers  of  that  army  ihould  be 
tranfported  for  the  fervice  of  that  King  into  Flanders; 
at  the  fame  time  permitting  as  many  as  deiired  the 
fame,  to  be  tranfported  for  the  fervice  of  the  French 
King.  This  was  no  fooner  known,  but  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  interpofed,  with  their  accuftomed  confi- 
dence and  diftemper,  *^  to  befeech  his  Majefty  to  re- 
^^  voke  that  licence  :"  and,  by  impertinent  and 'flight 
reafons,  boldly  urged  and  infifled  on,  as  they  did  in 
every  thing  elfe,  prevailed  with  the  King  *^  to  inhibit 
^^  the  tranfporting  any  of  thofe  foldiers  out  of  that 
"  kingdom,  for  the  fervice  of  any  prince  whatfoever." 
Many  were  of  opinion  that  this  aftivity  in  a  bufi- 
nefs  of  which  tliey  had  not  the  leaft  connufance,  pro- 
ceeded from  the  inftigation  of  the  ambaflador  of  the 
French  King;  who  was  very  converfant  with  the 
principal  perfons  of  that  fadiiion,  and  no  doubt  fo- 
mented thofe  humours  out  of  which  the  public  cala- 
mities were  bred ;  and  fome  faid  boldly,  and  one  or 
two  have  fince  affirmed  it,  as  upon  their  knowledge, 
"  that  Mr,  Pym  received  five  thoufand  pound  from 
"  that  French  minifter,  to  hinder  that  fupply  to 
^'  Spain."  Others  believed,  that  it  proceeded  only 
from  that  proud  and  petulant  fpirit  which  pofTefled 
them,  to  leffen  the  reputation  of  the  King ;  and  to  let 
the  King  of  Spain  and  all  other  Princes  fee  the  power 
they  had,  to  oppofe  and  crofs  his  refolutions  in  the 
moft  pure  afts  of  fovereignty.  But  I  believe,  though 
there  might  be  a  mixture  of  both  the  other  reafons, 
the  principal  motivfe  that  induced  them  to  that  inter- 
pofition,  was  the  advice  and  defire  of  the  Committee 
from  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  whofe  counfel  was 
entirely  tollowed  in  whatfoever  concerned  that  king- 
dom ; 
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dom  ;  and  who,  no  doubt,  might  have  fome  profpeft 
of  the  rebellion  that  fhortly  after  broke  out,  which 
could  hardly  have  taken  effe<ft,  if  that  body  of  men 
had  been  removed  out  of  the  kingdom,  according  to 
the  King's  diredlion.     But  of  that  more  in  its  place. 

As  foon  as  the  King  begun  his  journey  for  Scot- 
land, all  orders,  and  what  elfe  was  neceflary,  were 
difpatched  for  the  dilbanding;  and  a  refolution  taken, 
"  to  fend  a  committee  of  Lords  and  Commons  to  at- 
*'  tend  his  Majefty  (that  is,  to  be  a  fpy  upon  him)  in 
*^  Scotland,  and  to  be  prefcnt  when  the  aft  of  paci- 
*^  fication  fhould  be  tranfadlied  in  that  Parliament, 
*^  and  to  preferve  the  good  intercourfe  and  corre- 
'^  fpondence  which  was  begun  between  the  two  na- 
**  tions  :''  but  in  truth,  to  lay  the  fcene  how  the  next 
year  fliould  be  fpent;  and  to  befpeak  new  laws  for 
this  kingdom,  by  the  copies  of  what  Ihould  be  con- 
fented  to  for  that. 

In  this  errand  two  Lords,  and  four  of  the  Com- 
mons, were  appointed  to  go ;  but  for  the  two  Lords, 
the  Lord  Howard  of  Efcrick  ferved  the  turn ;  who 
was  ready  to  be  governed  by  Mr.  Fiennes,  and  Mr. 
Hambden,  who,  together  with  Sir  William  Armyn, 
made  up  the  committee.  Which  being  difpatched, 
they  thought  it  time  to  breathe  a  little,  and  to  vifit 
their  countries,  for  whom  they  had  done  fuch  notable 
fervice :  ^nd  fo,  towards  the  latter  end  of  Auguft 
(having  firft  conftituted  a  committee  to  fit  during^  the 
rccefs  for  the  difpatch  of  any  important  occurrences, 
and  qualifying  them  with  power  they  could  not  de- 
pute ;  fuch  a  committee,  and  fuch  a  qualification, 
having  never  before  been  heard  of  in  Parliaments) 
both  Houfes  adjourned  themfelves  till  the  middle  of 
Oiftober  following,  by  which  time  they  prefumed  the 

F  f  3  King 
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King  would  be   returned    from  Scotland  ;    having, 
from  the  time  that  they  were  firft  convened,  which 
was  about  nine  months,  (longer  time  than  ever  Parlia- 
ments had  before  continued  together  in  one  feflion), 
belides  all  the  extraordinary  afts  of  blood  and  power, 
Thcaf^s    procured  the  King's  affent  to  thefe  following  import- 
une begin!*  ant  laws;    by  fome  of  which,  the  kingdom  might 
Parliament!  ^^^e  received  ample  benefit  and  advantage. 
Anaftfor       «  A  bill  for  triennial  Parliaments  :'*  which  took  up 
Pariia.       a  long  debate  ;  there  being  many  claufes,  in  cafe  the 
*      Crown  fhould  omit  the  fending  out  of  writs,  deroga- 
tory to  majefty,  and  letting  the  reins  too  loofe  to  the 
people  :  yet,  fince  it  was  evident,  that  great  incon- 
veniences had  befallen  the  kingdom  by  the  long  in- 
termiffion  of  thofe  conventions ;  and  that  that  inter- 
miflion  could  not  have  happened,  if  there  had  not 
been  fome  negleft  of  what  had  been  fettled  by  former 
laws ;  therefore  there  was  fome  colour  of  reafon  for 
thofe  claufes,  by  which  the  Crown  could  in  no  cafe 
fuffer,  but  by  its  own  default.     At  laft  it  found  an 
eafy  paflage  through  both  Houfes ;  and  by  his  Ma- 
jcfty   (who  was  fatisfied  that  fuch   a  frequency  of 
meeting  with  his  people,  as  once  in  three  years,  might 
be  more  convenient  than  prejudicial  to  his  fervicc  ; 
and  believed,  that,  by  his  confenting  to  this  a<ft,  the 
proceedings  in  the  Parliament  would  be  more  mode- 
rate) it  had  a  favourable  reception,  and  was  enabled 
by  him  the  next  day  after  it  had  paffed  both  Houfes. 
An  «a  for      <*  An  adt  for  the  taking  away  the  High  Commiffion 
•wiy^thc    "  Court  :*'  which  comprehended  much  more  than  was 
miffion*^"" generally  intended.    That  jurifdi6tion  was  erefted  by 
Court;      ^  ftatute  in  the  firft  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  inftead 
of  a  larger  power  which  had  been  exercifed  under  the 
Pope*s  authority,  then  abolifked ;  and,  whilft  it  was 

cxcr- 
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cxercifed  with  moderation,  was  an  excellent  means  to 
vindicate  and  preferve  the  dignity  and  peace  of  the 
Church  :  though,  from  the  beginning,  it  was  mur- 
mured againft  by  the  uon-conformable  party  of  the 
kingdom. 

But  of  late,  it  cannot  be  denied,  that,  by  the  great 
power  of  fome  Bilhops  at  Court,  it  had  much  over- 
flowed the  banks  which  fhould  have  contained  it; 
not  only  in  meddling  with  things  that  in  truth  were 
not  properly  within  their  connufance  ;  but  extending 
their  fentences  and  judgments,  in  matters  tryable  be- 
forp  them,  beyond  that  degree  that  was  juftifiable ; 
and  grew  to  have  fo  great  a  contempt  of  the  common 
law,  and  the  profeflbrs  of  it,  (which  was  a  fatal  un- 
Ikilfulnefs  in  the  Biihops,  who  could  never  have  fuf- 
fered  whilft  the  common  law  had  been  prefcrved), 
that  prohibitions  from  the  fupreme  courts  of  law, 
which  have,  and  muft  have,  the  fuperintendency  over 
all  inferior  courts,  were  not  only  negledled,  but  the 
judges  reprehended  for  granting  them,  (which  with- 
out perjury  they  could  not  deny),  and  the  lawyers 
difcoimtenanced  for  moving  for  them,  (which  they 
were  obliged  in  duty  to  do)  ;  fo  that  thereby  the 
Clergy  made  almoft  a  whole  profeffion,  if  not  their 
enemies,  yet  very  undevoted  to  them. 

Then,  it  was  grown  from  an  ecclefiaftical  court, 
for  the  reformation  of  manners,  to  a  court  of  reve- 
nue, and  impofed  great  fines  upon  thofe  who  were 
culpable  before  them ;  fometimes  above  the  degree  of 
the  offence,  had  the  jurifdiftion  of  fining  been  un- 
queftionable :  which  it  was  not.  Which  courfe  of 
fining  was  much  more  frequent,  and  the  fines  heavier, 
after  the  King  had  granted  all  that  revenue  (what- 
foever  it  fhould  prove  to  be)  to  be  employed  for  the 

F  f  4  repa- 
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reparation  of  St.  Paul's  Church;  which,  though  it 
were  a  glorious  work,  and  worthy  the  l»ety  of  thofe 
who  advanced  it,  and  the  greatnefs  of  his  mind  who 
principally  intended  it,  made, the  grievance  the  hea- 
vier. 

By  thefe  means  (befides  the  conflux  and  influence 
of  that  part  of  the  Clergy  then  in  town,  which  had 
formerly  been  obnoxious,  and  fupprefled  by  the  Bi- 
fhops :  which  I  do  not  mention  as  any  piece  of  their 
exorbitancy ;  for  I  do  not  know  that  ever  any  inno- 
cent Clergyman  fufiered  by  any  ecclefiaftical  cenfure ; 
though,  it  may  be,  the  guilty  were  more  feverely  pro- 
ceeded againfl:,  and  with  lefs  politic  circumftances, 
than  the  nature  of  that  time  required)  that  court  bad 
very  few  friends ;  and  having  many  enemies,  the  pro^ 
polition  for  abolifhing  it  was  eafily  hearkened  to  ;  of 
which  the  violent  party  readily  taking  notice,  they 
who  prepared  the  bill  inferred  claufes,  that  not  only 
took  away  the  High  Commiffion  Court,  which  was 
intended,  but,  i^on  the  matter,  the  whole  eccle- 
fiaftical  jurifdiAion  ;  and,  under  pretence  of  reform- 
ing the  great  abufes  by  the  oath  ex  officia^  and  ex- 
commimication,  deflroyed  and  cancelled  all  coercive 
power  whatfoever  in  thofe  courts,  which  was  never 
intended:  yet,  in  that  hurry,  it  made  a  progreCi 
through  both  Houfes,  and  attended  the  royal  aflent. 
But,  when  his  Majefty  underftood  the  extent  thereof, 
and  how  far  the  body  of  the  bill  exceeded  the  title  ; 
and  that,  inflead  of  reformation,  it  was  opening  a 
door  to  the  mofl:  fcandalous  oflences,  and  leaving 
adultery  and  inceft  as  unpunifhable,  as  any  other  a&s 
of  good  fellowfliip ;  be  made  a  paufe  in  the  confent*- 
ing  to  it,  till  both  Houfes  might  review  whether  the 
remedy  were  proportionable  to  the  difeafe« 

Imme- 
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Immediately  the  fire  w«  kindled  againft  the  Bi- 
ihops,  as  the  only  obftacles  to  any  reformation ;  with 
fome  paflionate  infinuations,  ^^  that,  fince  they  op- 
"  pofed  a  due  regulation  of  their  power,  there  would 
^*  be  no  way  but  to  cut  them  off  root  and  branch/* 
And  thereupon  fome  Bifliops  themfclves  were  again 
made  inftruments  ;  and  others,  who  pretended  to  take 
care  of  the  Church,  perfuaded  the  King/  ^^  for  the 
"  Bifhops'  fake,  to  confirm  that  bill :"  whilft  the  de- 
figners  were  much  pleafed  to  find  that  logic  prevail ; 
little  doubting,  but  when  ^they  had  taken  away  their 
jurifdiftion  in  the  Church,  by  tliat  bill,  and  their 
dignity  in  the  State,  by  removing  them  out  of  the 
Houfe  of  Peers,  they  fhould  find  it  no  hard  matter  to 
abolifh  their  names  and  titles  out  of  the  kingdom ;  and 
to  enjoy  the  goodly  land  and  revenues,  which  could 
only  make  the  reformation  perfe&  and  complete.  And 
in  this  manner  that  law  was  enaded. 

*^  A  bill  for  taking  away  the  Star-Chamber  Court/' An  a^  for 
The  progrefs  of  which  bill  was  this.    The  exorbi-awly^the 
tances  of  this  court  had  been  fuch  (as  hath  been^^^^i^g^ 
before  touched)  that  there  were  very  few  perfons  of^^J 
quality  who  had  not  fufFered,  or  been  perplexed,  by 
the  weight  or  fear  of  thofe  cenfures  and  judgments. 
For,  having  extended  their  jurifdiftion  from  riots, 
perjury,  and  the  mofi:  notorious  mifdemeanors,  to  an 
aflerting  all  proclamations,  and  orders  of  State ;  to  the 
vindicating  illegal  commiffions,  and  grants  of  mono- 
polies, (all  which  were  the  chief  ground-works  of  their 
late  proceedings),  no  man  could  hope  to  be  longer 
free  from  the  inquifition  of  that  court,  than  he  re- 
folved  to  fubmit  to  thofe,  and  the  like  extraordinary 
courfes.    And  therefore  there  was  an  entire   incli- 
nation to  limit  and  regulate  the  proceedings  of  tliat 

court ; 
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court :  to  which  purpofe,  a  bill  was  brought  in,  and 
twice  read,  and,  according  to  cuftom,  committed. 
It  being  returned  after  by  the  committee,  and  the 
amendments  read ;  it  was  fuddenly  fuggefted,  (by  a 
pcrfon  not  at  all  inclined  to  confiifion,  or  to  the  vio- 
lent party  that  intended  that  confiifion),  "  that  the 
^*  remedies  provided  by  that  bill  were  not  proportion- 
"  able  to  the  difeafes ;  that  the  ufurpations  of  that 
*^  court  were  not  lefs  in  the  forms  of  their  proceed- 
^'  ings,  than  in  the  matter  upon  which  they  proceed- 
*^  ed ;  infomuch  that  the  courfe  of  the  court  (which 
•*  is  the  rule  of  their  judging)  was  fo  much  corrupted, 
^  that  the  grievance  was  as  much  thereby,  in  thofe 
**  caTes  of  which  they  had  a  proper  connufance,  as  it 
^^  was  by  their  excefs  in  holding  pleas  of  that,  in 
,  *^  which,  in  truth,  they  had  no  jurifdidlion  :  and 
*^  therefore  he  conceived,  the  proper  and  moft  natural 
*^  cure  for  that  mifchief  would  be,  utterly  to  abolilh 
**  that  court,  which  it  was  very  difficult,  if  not  im- 
'*  poffible,  to  regulate  ;  and,  in  place  thereof,  to  eredt 
"  and  eftablifh  fuch  a  jurifdi6lion  as  might  be  thought 
*•  neceflary."  Hereupon,  the  fame  bill  was  re-com- 
mitted, with  direftion,  "  fo  far  to  alter  the  frame  of 
'^  it,  as  might  ferve  utterly  to  take  away  and  abolifli 
*^  that  court :"  which  was  accordingly  done ;  and 
again  brought  to  the  Houfe,  and  engrofled,  and  fent 
up  to  the  Lords.  So  that  important  bill  was  never 
read  but  once  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  was 
never  committed  ;  which,  I  believe,  was  never  before 
heard  of  in  Parliament. 

It  could  not  meet  with  any  oppofition  in  the  Houfe 
of  Peers  :  all  who  had  been  judges  there  having  their 
feveral  judgments  hanging  like  meteors  over  their 
heads ;  and  the  reft,  being  either  grieved,  or  frighted 
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by  it :  and  fo,  being  brought  to  his  Majefty,  received 
his  royal  affent. 

Thus  fell  that  high  court,  a  great  branch  of  the 
prerogative  ;  having  rather  been  extended  and  con- 
firmed, than  founded,  by  the  ftatute  of  the  tenth  year 
of  King  Henry  the  Seventh  :  for,  no  doubt,  it  had 
both  a  being  and  a  jurifdidion  before  that  time, 
though  vulgarly  it  received  date  from  thence  ;  and, 
whilft  it  was  gravely  and  moderately  governed,  was 
an  excellent  expedient  to  preferve  the  dignity  of  the 
King,  the  honour  of  his  council,  and  the  peace  and 
fecurity  of  the  kingdom.  But  the  taking  it  away 
was  an  aA  very  popular ;  which,  it  may  be,  was  not 
then  more  politic,  than  the  reviving  it  may  be  thought 
hereafter,  when  the  prefent  diftempers  fhall  be  ex- 
pired. 

**  An  aft  for  the  certainty  of  the  meets,  bounds,  An  aa  for 
"  and  limits  of  all  the  forefts  in  England  :"  which  tyof meets* 
was  a  great  benefit  and  eafe  to  the  people ;  who  had andUmits 
been  fo  immoderately  vexed  by  the  Juftice  in  Eyre's  °^^^'^^ 
feat,  (exercifed  with  great  rigour  by  the  Earl  of  Hol- 
land, and  revived  by  Mr.  Noy,  when  he  was  Attorney 
General),  that  few  men  could  aflure  themfelves  their 
eftates  and  houfes  might  not  be  brought  within  the 
jurifdiftion  of  fome  foreft  j  the  which  if  they  were,  it 
coft  them  great  fines  :  and  therefore,  to  eafe  them  of 
their  future  fears,  the  King  departed  with  his  own 
unqueftionable  right   (which  would,  a  year  before, 
have  been  purchafed  at  the  price  of  at  leaft  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds)  without  any  murmur. 

"  An  ad,  that  no  Clerk  of  the  Market  of  his  Ma- An  aa,  11. 

•n^TTr/i         11  1-  rr  •  miting  the 

"  jefty  s  Home  Ihould  execute  his  office  m  any  part  office  of 
"  of  the  kingdom,  but  only  within  the  verge  of  the.M^rk  °t  of  * 
"  Court :  and  the  execution  of  that  office  granted  toj^fty^*' 

«^  Mayors  "^"^*^» 
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^  Mayors  and  Bailiffs  of  towns  corporate ;    and  to 
"  the  Lords  of  libenies  and  franchifes,  and  to  their 
"  Deputies."    By  which,  the  people  through  England 
were  freed  from  many  petty  vexations  and  extortions, 
which  the  deputies  and  agents  for  that  office  (who 
commonly  farmed  the  perquilites  of  it,  within  feveral 
limits)  exercifed  over  them.     And  let  no  man  iay, 
that  this  was  but  an  zA  of  juftice,  for  the  redrefs  of 
vifible  mifdemeanors  which  his  o#n  officers  were 
guilty  of;  and  that  his  Majefly  parted  with  nothing 
of  profit  to  himfclf,  by  that  aft  :  for  the  mifdemean- 
ors of  any  office  may  be  prevented,  and  punifhed, 
and  redrefled,  without  the  taking  away,  or  fupprefT- 
ing,  the  office  itfelf ;  which  is  an  inftance  of  power, 
and  prerogative.     And  the  other  was  ufed  as  an  argu* 
ment  heretofore  (which  few  men  have  fince  approved) 
for  the  paffing  away  moft  of  the  old  rents  of  tjic 
Crown,  ^*  that  they  yielded  little  profit  to  the  Crown, 
"  being  always  fwallowed  by  the  many  officers  incum- 
"  bent  upon  that  fervice  ;*'  without  confidering,  that 
even  thofe  many  officers  are  of  the  effential  honour 
and  greatnefs  of  princes.    But,  as  that  computation 
was  very  erroneous  in  point  of  thrift,  ixy  it  is  much 
more   fcandalous  in  point  of  power;   and  he,  that 
thinks  the  King  gives  away  nothing  that  is  worth  the 
keeping,  when  he  fuffers  an  office,  which  keeps  and 
maintains  many  officers,  to  be  abolifhed  and  takea 
away,  does  not  confider,  that  fo  much  of  his  train  is 
abated,  and  that  he  is  lefs  fpoken  of,  and  confe- 
quently  lefs  efleemed,  in  thofe  places  where  that  power 
formerly  extended ;  nor  obferves,  how  private  men 
value  themfelves  upon  thofe  leffer  firanchifes  and  roy- 
alties, which  efpecially  keep  up  the  power,  diftinftion, 
and  degrees  of  men. 

"An 
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*^  An  aft  for  the  prevention  of  vexatious  proceed- An  aa  for 
*^  ings   touching    the   order    of    Knighthood :"    by  vcx^dou"^ 
which,  to  expiate  the  trefpaflea  which  had  been  lately fJJ^toli'ch. 
committed  by  the  rigorous  circumftances  of  proceed- jj^s  the  or. 
ing  upon  that  claim,  the  King  parted  with,  and  re-  Knight- 
leafed  to  his  people,  a  right  and  duty,  as  unqueftion- 
ably  due  to  him  by  the  law,  as  any  fervicc  he  can  lay 
claim  to  ;  and  fuch,  as  the  fubjedl  received  the  dif- 
charge  of  it,  as  a  fingular  benefit  and  advantage. 

*^  An  aA  for  the  free  making  falt-petre  and  gun-  An  aa  for 
^^  powder  within  the  kingdom :"  which  was  a  part  of  Jl5ak[^ 
the  prerogative ;  and  not  only  confiderable,  as  it  re-  ^^d  ^n! 
ftrained  that  precious  and  dangerous  commodity  from  powder 
vulgar  hands  ;  but,  as  m  truth  it  brought  a  confider- kingdom; 
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**  proceedings  of  thofe  (or  of  inferior  perfons  quali- 
^'  fied  by  them)  who  had  been  trufted  in  that  em- 
"  ployment ;"  by  whom,  it  cannot  be  denied,  many 
men  fufFered :  but  the  true  reafon  was,  that  thereby 
they  might  be  fure  to  have  in  readinefs  a  good  flock 
in  that  commodity,  againfl  the  time  their  occaiions 
ihould  call  upon  them, 

^*  An  aft  againfl  divers  encroachments  and  op-Anaa 
*♦  preffions  in  the   Stannery  Courts :"   the  logic  of vfre"n-  ' 
which  aft  extended  itfelf  to  all  inferior  courts,  and^^^^^;^,! 
manner  of   proceedings  throughout  the   kingdom ;  ["PPfJ;^^""* 
though  the  full  meafure  of  that  benefit  feemed  to  be  stanncry 
poured  out  upon  the  two  counties  of  Cornwall  and 
Devonfhire  ;  the  people  whereof  had  been  fo  much 
oppreffed  by  the  jurifdiftion  of  that  court,  (fupport- 
ed  and  extended  with  great  paflion  and  fury  by  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  the  Lord  Warden  of  thofe  Stan* 
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neries),  that  both  prohibitions,  and  Habeas  Corpus's 
from  the  King's  Bench,  had  been  difobeyed  and  neg- 
ledled ;  not  without  fome  perfonal  affront,  and  re- 
proach to  all  the  Judges  of  that  court :  and  therefore, 
it  could  not  but  be  great  eafe  of  heart  to  thofe  parts^ 
to  be  freed  from  the  exorbitancy  of  that  oppreffion. 
An  »a  "  An  a  A,  whereby  all  the  proceedings  in  the  bu- 

Wi^  ^*  linefs  of  Ship-money  were  adjudged  void,  and  dif- 
^oney.  ,^  annulled  ;  and  the  judgments,  enrollments,  and 
"  entries  thereupon,  vacated  and  cancelled  :'*  which 
(how  juft  and  neceflary  foever)  was  a  frank  departure 
from  a  right,  vindicated  by  a  judgment  in  the  Ex- 
chequer-Chamber, before  all  the  Judges  in  England  ; 
and  therefore  dcferved  a  juft  acknowledgment ;  be- 
fides  that,  fome  claufes  in  that  ftatute  aflert  the  fub* 
jedl's  liberty  and  property,  beyond  what  was  done  by 
the  Petition  of  Right ;  which  needed  an  additional 
cftablifhment. 

Thefe  afts  of  Parliament,  finiflied  and  enaflfed  in 
the  time  we  fpeak  of  i  betides  the  quitting  the  long 
ufed  right  of  laying  impofitions  upon  foreign  trade, 
in  the  preamble  of  the  bill  for  tonnage  and  pound- 
age ;  and  befides  that  fatal  bill  for  the  continuance 
of  this  Parliament ;  will  be  acknowledged,  by  an  in- 
corrupted  pofterity,  to  be  everlafting  monuments  of 
the  King's  princely  and  fatherly  afFedtion  to  his  peo- 
ple ;  and  fuch  an  obligation  of  repofe  and  truft  from 
his  Majefty  in  the  hearts  of  his  fubje<fts,  that  no  ex- 
preffions  of  piety,  duty,  and  confidence,  from  them, 
could  have  been  more  than  a  fufficient  return  on  their 
parts :  which,  how  they  performed,  is  to  follow  in  the 
next  place. 

THE  END  OF  THE  THIRD  BOOK. 
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